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the publication of the detailed reports of some of the explorations 
made during the season of 1879, in order that the observations in — 
the respective areas, may be extended and made more complete, the 
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SUMMARY REPORT 


OF THE 


OPERATIONS OF THE GEOLOGICAL CORPS, 


TO 3lsr DECEMBER, 1879. 


BY 
ALFRED R. CG. SELWYN, F.RS., F.G.S., » 


DIRECTOR OF THE GEOLOGICAL AND NATURAL HISTORY SURYEYS OF CANADA. 


. ‘The field operations of the Geological Survey during the past year 
have, as usual, extended east and west from ocean to ocean, and also 
from Manitoba to the western shores of Hudson’s Bay. The results, 
‘though valuable and interesting, are not in many respects as satisfac- - 
tory or complete as they might be were the efforts of the very limited 
“available staff of explorers more concentrated. ; 

__ In the early part of the season much of my own time, and later a 
portion of Mr. Whiteaves’ time, was occupied in connection with the 
“publication of the Reports for 1877-78, forming a volume of 500 pages, 


‘4 
“with numerous illustrations, views, maps, sections and woodcuts. This 


Bas issued in October, and has since been distributed. The total cost 
of the paper, printing and lithographic work for the English edition, 
3,500 copies, has been $5,240.27, and for the French edition, 400 
copies, $2,278.05. 
The districts in which geological explorations and surveys have Districts | 
been made during the past summer are as follows :— 
1. British Columbia. 
. The North-West Territories. 
. Quebec. 
. New Brunswick. 
. Nova Scotia. 
In British Columbia and in the Rocky Mountain region to the eas PM. Da 
ward, Dr. G. M. Dawson worked in conjunction with an exploratory eee ee 
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party of the Canadian Pacific Railway Survey, for the purpose of | 


ascertaining the main geological features of the country traversed and 


its prospective value for agricultural or pastoral occupation. This_ 


exploration occupied seven months, and involved a journey by rail 
and steamboat of 6,160 miles, and by gpack-train, canoe and waggon of 
about 2,380 miles. The region to which attention was more especially 
directed lay between the mouth of the Skeena River on the Pacifie 
Coast and Edmonton on the Saskatchewan River, including also Pine 
River Pass and its approaches and the fertile country north and south 
of Peace River. 

The vast extent of country to be traversed left but little time for 
the examination of geological details, and caused the exploration 
to assume, to a great extent, the character of a rapid reconnaisance of 
the physical and economic features of the country. A general geolo- 


gical section has, however, been obtained from the Skeena River to the | 


Peace River country east of the Rocky Mountains, also much new 
geographical and general information respecting the climate and 
natural resources of the region, including meteorological observations 
and illustrative photographs. 

The work of 1879 having been carried on in connection with the 


Canadian Pacific Railway Survey, a preliminary report of its results _ 
| - 
has been prepared at the request of Mr. Sandford Fleming, Engineer- | 


in-Chief, and is published as Appendix No. 7 of the Railway Report. | 


This deals chiefly with the climate and agricultural value of the region 
traversed, but includes also general notes on its geological features 


and minerals of economic importance. A detailed report, in which 
the geological structure of the country is treated of at greater 


length, and which will be accompanied by a map, is now in course of 
preparation. 

Dr. R. Bell, assisted by Mr. Cochrane, was occupied in completing 
and extending the work of the previous season in the region to the 


north and north-west of Lake Winnipeg. Track surveys and geological : 


examinations were made extending over a total distance of 1,700 
miles, including the following rivers and lakes :— 


Nelson River Basin and Lake Winnipeg. 
1. The east side of Lake Winnipeg, from Dog’s Head to the mouth of 
Red River. 
2. The Nelson River, from Goose-hunting River to the point reached from 
the sea in 1878, including Split Lake and Gull Lake, 
3. Grass River and lakes upon its course, from the mouth to the head of 
the east branch, 


4. The western channels of Sipi-wesk Lake and the channels leading to 
and from Duck Lake. 
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. Channels of Nelson River intersecting the eastern part of Ross Island, 

: over fifty miles long. 

. All the channels between Great and Little Playgreen Lakes. 

. Jackfish River, from Rossville Mission to above the first rapids. 

. Canoe route from Knee Lake to God’s Lake, including God’s Lake. 

. Canoe route between Oxford House and Island Lake, including Island 
Lake, 

10. Canoe route from Split Lake to Little Churchill River. 


or 


fe 
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Churchill River and Hudson's Bay. 


11. The Little Churchill River, for about one hundred miles, to its junction 
with the Great Churghill River. 

’ 12. The Great Churchill River, from the aboye-named junction to the sea, 

13. The coast of Hudson’s Bay, for a few miles on either side of Fort 

rl Churchill. 


Besides the track surveys above mentioned, considerable stretches of 
the previous season’s work were re-surveyed to check distances and 
_ obtain greater accuracy of detail. 

Observations were frequently taken for latitude and magnetic varia- 
tion, and at a few points for longitude. The daily barometer and 
- thermometer readings were registered, and the temperature of rivers 
and lakes taken. About fifty photographs were secured to illustrate 
the most interesting features of the regions explored, and a number of 
_ specimens collected. 

The general aspect of the whole region is level, and the prevailing 


- soil a light colored clay. 


As fav north as Sipi-wesk Lake, on the Nelson River, and Knee Lake, goil and 
f climate of the 


- on the boat route from Lake Winnipeg to Hudson’s Bay, both soil and region. 


climate appear sufficiently good to maintain a population entirely 


dependent on agriculture. 
The examinations and surveys in the Province of Quebec during the Explorations. 
and Surveys in 


F past season have extended over a very large area on both sides of the the Province 
St. Lawrence. Besides attending to the general work of the survey j 
~ and museum, a considerable part of my own time during the summer 

| was devoted to the investigation commenced in 1877, and reported on 

last year, in connection with the determination of the geological struc- 

4 ture and age of the several formations constituting the Quebec group, 

| e with this object in view having during the sea- 


| the observations mad. 
/ son extended over about 2,500 square miles from Quebec and the Val- 


| ley of the Chaudiere River to the Vermont boundary. There a meet- 
ing was arranged with Professor Hitchcock, the State Geologist of 
_ New Hampshire, in order to investigate together and discuss on the 
rd ground the points upon which diverse opinions have hitherto pre- 
-yailed, but which it is hoped will now be, so far as Canada and the 
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immediate adjoining territories are concerned, brought into agree 
ment. 

In the counties of Argenteuil, Terrebonne, Montcalm, J oliette and 
Berthier about. 1,700 square miles have been examined in detail by 
Messrs. Vennor and Ord, particular attention having been paid to 
ascertaining the distribution of the Laurentian crystalline hee 
bands and serpentines, with which most of the economic minerals of 
the region, iron ore, plumbago, phosphate, mica and asbestos are. 
associated. | 

On the south side of the St. Lawrence Mr. A. Webster has esa ti = 
an area of about 1,700 square miles, lying, for the most part, within 
the great gold-bearing belt on the head waters of the Chaudiere, the 
at Francis and the Salmon Rivers, including the country around Lakes 
Aylmer, St. Francis and Megantic. 

Mr. Richardson’s attention has been devoted to making certain 
measurements and examinations between River du Loup, the 
Temiscouata road and the Trois Pistoles River, which were required 
to fix the out-crops and define the limits of the various formations. 
This work should now be extended north-eastward to Gaspe, including 
a detailed exploration,of the Schickschock Mountains. 


WorkinNew The progress of the work in New Brunswick has been satisfactory, 
cee examinations and surveys having been made ‘in central and southern 
aioe and New Brunswick, in Carleton and York counties, by Messrs. Bailey, 
Matthew and Broad of about 1,500 square miles, including 600 miles of 
measurement by odometer and pacing; and in northern New Bruns- 
wick, by Mr. Ells, in the counties of Northumberland, Restigouche 
and Gloucester, including the coast of the Baie des Chaleurs from 
Bathurst to Campbeltown. Some interesting photographic illustra- 


tions of the country have been secured, and about 1,000 miles of track 
surveys have been made. 


Explorations In Cape Breton an are: ‘ 5 re mi i 
Pole, Hetcher I area of about 500 square miles, lying between 


in Cape Breton River Inhabitants Basin on the south and Whykokamagh on the north, 
has been closely surveyed by Mr. Fletcher, all roads, brooks and tracks 
having been measured by odometer, with the view of constructing an 
accurate and detailed map of this important mineral district, in which 
deposits of coal, petroleum, gypsum, marble and other valuable 
minerals have been found, and give promise of becoming economically 
available. 

Some of the detailed reports of these explorations are now sub- 
mitted. The field-notes and the measurements of the others have been 
worked up and plotted, but it is deemed advisable to defer their publi- 
cation for further and more extended observations in the respective 
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| areas. The general report on the geology of southern New Brunswick, 
; by Messrs. Bailey, Matthew and Ells, contains a brief summary of the 
earlier reports on this region, and it expresses the present views vf the 
_authors respecting the distribution, structure and relation of the several 
_ groups of strata, the subject being further illustrated by the geologi- 
cally colored maps and sections, with descriptive notes, eiek 
accompany the report. 
In this report and in the accompanying maps, the term Silurian is Use of the 


restricted to those formations which have hitherto been designated oe Sse 


Upper and Middle Silurian, embracing the Lower Helderberg, Fan 
_ Onondaga, Guelph, Niagara, Clinton, Medina and Oneida groups. 

The term Cambro-silurian is used for the formations constituting the 

Trenton group, viz., Bird’s Eye, Black River and Trenton limestones, 

- Utica slates, Loraine or Hudson River shales; while in the term 

, Cambrian are included the Chazy, Calciferous, Quebec group, Potsdam, 

St. John and Menevian groups, down to the summit of the Huronian. 

fi Tt haying, in many cases, been found impossible to identify, trace out 

_ and define the limits of the above-named sub-divisions, it has become 

: necessary to adopt the more comprehensive nomenclature, and at the 

same time to define its precise signification as now used, and as it is 

2 proposed henceforth to use it in the reports and maps of the Canadian 

_ Geological Survey. 

In the palaeontological an 
assisted by Mr. Foord, has accomplished a large amount of valuable 
work, some of the details of which appear inthe accompanying reports. 


This work also includes the examination of numerous and large col- 
robably to more 


lections from all parts of the Dominion, amounting p 
than 7,000 specimens, and the determination and naming of a number 
of the species, also the commencement of the descriptions and figures of 
the fossils from the coal-bearing rocks of the Queen Charlotte Islands for 


the third part of the first volume of “Mesozoic Fossils,” and the select- 
ataloguing of twelve collections of charac- 


which have been presented to various 


d natural history branch Mr. Whiteaves, Palzontolo- 
gical branch. 


ce ae} 


vite Mtn 


Sa A bie 


~ 


en) 


_ ing, naming, labelling and ¢ 
7 teristic Canadian fossils, 
educational institutions in the Dominion. 

Work of 


Tn addition to making collections in the field during the summer, yo 1s. Weston 


a . . . . . . . 
Messrs. Weston and Willimott have been occupied in arranging theand Willimott. 
_ specimens in the Museum, and in preparing others for exhibition and 
distribution. Mr. Weston has made and mounted for microscopic ex- 


amination upwards of one hundred and fifty slices of rocks, and has 
~ also made colored drawings of a number of them under the camera 1n 
. Distribution 


the microscope. ; 
Twenty-eight collections of Canadian rocks and minerals, containing oF specimens. 


Catalogue of 
the Museum. 


Chemical 
branch. 


Distribution 
of publications 


Visitors to the 
Museum. 
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together about 2,477 specimens, have been selected, labelled and 
catalogued, by Mr. Willimott, for distribution to educational institu- 
tions in all parts of the Dominion; and considerable progress has been 
made in a systematic numbering of the Museum collection, with a view 
to the preparation of a complete descriptive catalogue. 

Since the date of my last report the chemical branch of the survey 
has, I regret to say, lost the able and faithful services of Dr. B. J. 
Harrington, he having, owing to increasing collegiate duties, felt com- 
pelled to resign his position on the survey. The work is, however, 
now most efficiently and zealoushy conducted by Mr. Christian 
Hoffmann, assisted since September by Mr. Frank Adams. It has in- 
cluded analysis of coals, kaolin, fire clay and several other minerals 
of economic importance or scientific interest, also determinations of 
iron, copper, manganese, lead, gold, silver, nickel and cobalt in ores, 
either collected by the survey or sent from various parts of the 
Dominion for examination and report. The details of some of this 
work will be found in Mr. Hoffmann’s report. 

About 200 books, pamphlets and maps have been presented to the 
library during the year in return for the publications of the survey, of 
which about 1,139 copies have heen distributed, besides 1,600 sent to 
Ottawa for distribution. 

One thousand six hundred and three names have been. registered in 
the visitors’ book from 1st January to 31st December, 1879. 

In some of the maps published with the present report, geological 
notes, signs and lettering appear in red, and in future it is proposed, 
in order to facilitate the study and use of the maps, published by the 
Survey, to use black for the topography only, while red, green and 
blue lettering will be used for geological, botanical and zoological 
notes respectively. 


Montreal, January Ist, 1880, 
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Report of Progress.....------+- Mis ceictsere <2 eae ste cates ote alates 
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A Manual of the Geology of India.—Part 1-2. By H. B. Mepuicort, M.A., and W. T, 
BuanrorpD, A.R.S.M., F.B.S. :— 


Contents and Index of the first ten volumes of the Records of the Geological _ 


Survey of India, 1868 to 1877. 


Royal Society of New South Wales, Sydney :— 
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Geological Survey of Victoria, Australia :— 
Report of Progress, By the Secretary for Mines, with Reports on the Geology, 
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‘To Atrrep R. C. Senwry, Esq, PRS. F.GS., 
Director of the Geological Survey of Canada. 


 Srr,—I beg to present herewith a report on the exploration of 1878 
in the Queen Charlotte Islands, bearing principally on the geology and 
geography of the islands, but including as appendices reports on the 
Haida Indians and on the zoological and botanical collections made, 
with a table of meteorological observations and notes on the latitudes 
and longitudes of places. In Appendix ©, Mr. J. F. Whiteaves has 

bodied the result of an examination of some of the marine inverte- 

ates. The Survey is indebted to Mr. S. I. Smith of Yale College, and 
to Prof. J. Macoun of Belleville, for their gratuitous services in 
preparing reports on the crustacea and plants respectively. 
I have the honour to be, ; 


Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


- |; : ; GEORGE M. DAWSON. 
_Monrreat, May 1, 1880. 


REPORT 


ON THE 


QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS, 


BY 


GEORGE M. DAWSON, D.S., A.R.S.M., F.G.S. 


The present report treats almost exclusively of the Queen Charlotte pouipment and 
Islands, to which the greater part of the time employed in exploration 7oyaee, © the 


uring the summer of 1878 was devoted. Some difficulty was ex- 
‘perienced in obtaining a suitable craft for the passage from Victoria to 
the Islands—a distance of between 400 and 500 miles—and for the suc- 
ceeding exploratory work. It was not till the 27th of May that I, 
‘and my assistant, Mr. Rankine Dawson, were able to leave Victoria 
in the little schooner Wanderer. Our schooner was of about twenty 
‘tons burden, and the crew consisted of three men, besides ourselves. 
‘She was provisioned and fitted out for the entire summer on leaving, 
as it was improbable that we should be able to renew our supplies ex- 
cept by leaving the region to be examined, and at the expense of con- 
‘siderable time. Our force was occasionally supplemented during the 
‘summer by one or two natives with local knowledge. Calms, head 
winds and currents met with in the channels between Vancouver Island 
and the mainland rendered our progress to the north-westward very 
‘slow. We, however, reached Houston Stewart Channel, in the southern 
‘part of the Queen Charlotte Islands, on the 12th of June, and from 
‘that date to the end of August was occupied in the exploration of the 
islands. On the return voyage a preliminary examination was made 


‘of the coal measures of Quatsino Sound, and those lying between Island. 


‘Beaver Harbor and the Nimpkish River, on Vancouver Island. This 
part of the season’s operations is not here reported on. A visit was 
‘also made to the Baynes Sound coal-bearing region, at the request of 
‘some gentlemen interested in it, and Victoria was reached on the even- 
ing of the 17th of October. Some observations made on the superficial 
i 

Z, 


i 


Bad weather. 


Results of the 
season’s work. 


Position of the 
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deposits of the mainland and in the vicinity of Vancouver Island are 
included in this report with those bearing on the Queen Charlotte 
Islands, for the purpose of rendering these more complete. 

The weather during a great part of our stay in the Queen Charlotte _ 
Islands was very unfavourable, being stormy and calm by turns, and 
exceedingly wet. This involved much discomfort and some delay, and | 
combined with the unexpectedly intricate character of the south-eastern 
part of the islands, which occupied much time, rendered it impossible 
to extend the systematic exploration to the west coast. 

The exploration, though particularly devoted to the geological fea- 
tures of the country, necessarily involved the maintenance of a careful 
running survey, checked by observations for latitude taken as fre- 
quently as the weather and other circumstances admitted. Meteoro- 
logical observations were carried on with as much regularity as possible 
during the entire season. A number of plants were collected and 
preserved. These have since been forwarded to Prof. Macoun, who 
has kindly furnished a list of them. Some time was also devoted to 
dredging, and a large quantity of material obtained in this way or | 
collected along the shores has been handed to Mr. Whiteaves for 
examination. Sixty-three photographs were taken on prepared dry _ 
plates, most of which have proved satisfactory on development. They | 
illustrate points of geological and picturesque interest, and also the | 
peculiar carvings and architectural devices of the Haidas. These had 
not before been photographed, and owing to the rapid progress of 
decay it will be impossible to obtain satisfactory illustrations of them 
in a few years time. | 


Position, DiscovERY AND EARLY Hisrory oF THE ISLANDs. | 


The Queen Charlotte Islands, so named by Dixon in 1787, form a | 
compact archipelago, separated by wide water-ways from the islands _ 
which fringe the shore of the mainland of British Columbia to the 
west and the coast of the southern extremity of Alaska to the north. | 
Dixon Entrance or Sound, to the north, has an average breadth of 
thirty-three miles. Like most places on this coast, it has been severa 
times re-named. The name Perez Inlet was given to it by Bodega i | 
1775, and it has also appeared on maps as Douglas Entrance, Granitz 
Sound and Kygahne Strait. The water between the Queen Charlott 
Islands and those fringing the mainland to the west has been named o 
some charts, rather inappropriately and in quite modern times, Hecat 
Strait. It has a rudely triangular form, with a width at the south 
between Cape St. James, and Day Point, Milbank Sound, of eighty-eigh : 
miles ; at the north, between Rose Point and Stephen’s Island, twenty 
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Seven miles, this being the shortest traverse from any part of the 
prseen Charlotte Islands to those adjacent to the mainland. 

The islands may be regarded as a partly submerged mountain range, General char- 
Being a continuation north-westward of that of Vancouver Island and Lite 
the Kish region of the Olympian Mountains of the north-western angle 
of Wiaabitertie Territory. There is, however, a wide attachment of 
low level land, forming the whole north-eastern part of Graham Island. 

A line drawn from the southern extr emity of the islands to their north- 
western point has a bearing of N. 25° W.,* and this may be taken as 
_representing the direction of the mountain axis. The islands are 
included in north latitude between 54° 15’ and 51°.55’, in west longi- 
tude between 131° 2’ and 133° 5’.. The extreme length, from point to 
point, is one hundred and fifty-six miles;+ the greatest width, in a 
direction at right angles to the length, fifty-two miles. It is impossible 
to form even an approximately correct estimate of the area of the 
islands, owing to the uncertainty which still obtains as to the true 
“position in longitude of the west coast. The islands forming the main 
chain, and representing the mountain axis are, from south to north, 
Prevost, Moresby, Graham and North Islands. The first was named 
after Captain (now Admiral) Prevost. North Island, so called by 
“Dixon in 1787, was named Isle de Langara by Caamano. Prevost 
Island has a length of eleven and a half miles; though I believe that 
the extremity of the land forming Cape St. James is separated from 
Prevost Island proper by a narrow channel. Moresby Island is seventy- 
two miles long, but the explorations now reported on have resulted, 
by the tracing out of the channels on its east coast, in leaving it a 
mere skeleton. Graham Island has a length of sixty-seven miles, with 
the width above assigned as the maximum of the group. North Island 
is about five miles in extreme length. The separation of the larger 
‘islands may be said to be accidental, as it does not depend on any 
fundamental structural feature, but on the casual inosculation of inlets 
or fiords which characterize both the eastern and western coasts. 
Z From the southern extremity of the islands to Cumshewa Inlet, in Coast line. 
latitude 53°, the east coast is dissected with inlets, which generally 
have bold rocky shores, and either end blindly among the mountains 
or inosculate laterally with others, cutting out large islands. The 
‘inlets in their main directions conform to two principal bearings, 
being either nearly parallel with or transverse to the direction of the 
‘main mountain axis. They are generally deep, and northward 
to the latitude of Laskeek the sea to the eastward is so also.. Beyond 
a 
_ * This and other bearings throughout the report are given with reference to the true meridian. 
5 + Distances in this and the succeeding descriptive portion of the report are stated in nautical 
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this place banks begin to appear, and the northern part of Hecate 
Strait is comparatively quite shoal. Channels similar to those pene- 
trating the mountain axis further south are represented in Graham 
Island by the expansions of Masset Inlet and its associated lakes, and 
by Naden Harbor. In the case of Masset Inlet, however, a wide border 
of low land cuts the inlets off from direct communication with the sea 
to the east. This has been brought about in the manner explained in 
a subsequent division of this report which treats of the superficial — 
Mountains and geology. The highest and most rugged part of the mountain axis of 
ee: the islands is found in latitude 52° 30’, where many peaks bear con- 
siderable patches of perennial snow, and rise to altitudes probably 
surpassing 5,000 feet. Southward, high mountains are again found 
opposite Burnaby Island, but toward Cape St. James the land gradually 
falls. About Houston Stewart Channel none of the summits probably 
surpass 2000 feet. Northward, about the heads of Cumshewa and 
Skidegate Inlets, and on Louise Island, the land is very rugged, with 
many summits exceeding 3000 and 4000 feet. Beyond Skidegate, 
however, in connection with the appearance of the Tertiary formation, 
the surface becomes much less mountainous, and though the axis of 
the islands is still well marked, the mountains about the head of Masset 
Inlet appear seldom much to surpass 1000 feet in height, and near 
North Island low hills only occur. Graham Island may, in fact, be 
divided into two differently characterized regions by a line drawn from 
Image Point, Skidegate Inlet, to Jal-un River, on the north coast. To 
the south-westward of this line is a country hilly and even mountainous, © 
but so far as observed almost always densely forest-clad, with trees 
which attain large dimensions where not too much exposed. North- | 
eastward lies a low, flat or gently undulating country, which seldom | 
exceeds 300 feet in clevation. This country is also densely wooded, | 
the trees often attaining magnificent dimensions. . 
The west coast of the islands was examined in a few places only; a | 
concise description of it is, however, given by Vancouver, who coasted | 
along it in September, 1793, from North Island southward. As little — 
can yet be added to this, it may be quoted entire.* | 
Vancouver's “ From this point, which I have called Point North, we found the | 
the west coast. general trending of these shores first take a direction 8. 14 Wo 
twenty-two miles to a projecting land, appearing like two islands, the ) 
west extremity of which I named Point Frederick [Frederick Island], — 
and then 5. 17 E., twenty-six miles to a high, steep, cliffy hill, named — 
by Mr. Dixon Hippa Island; this ended in a low projecting point to 


* A Voyage of Discovery to the N. Pacific Ocean, &e. London, 1801. Vol. IV., p. 283 et seq. 
t+ Printed N. 14 W., by an accidental error. 
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the north-eastward, off which lie some breakers, though at no great Vancouver's 
distance. The coast to the N.N.E. and 8.E. of Hippa Island appeared feecription of 
to be much broken, particularly to the south-eastward, where a very 
extensive sound takes an easterly direction, named by Mr. Dixon 
Rennell’s Sound; its entrance, by our observations, is in latitude 
53° 28’, longitude 127° 21’. Having reached this extent about dark, 
we hauled our wind, and plied under an easy sail to preserve our 
station until the next morning. At the dawn of the following day, 
Wednesday, the 25th, we continued along the coast, composed of steep, 
mountainous precipices, divided from each other by the water; these 
_ seemed to have gradually increased in height from Point North, from 
whence along the shores to this extent were some scattered islets and 
rocks at a small distance from the land. Our progress was slow, the 
wind being light, accompanied with pleasant weather. At noon, in 
the observed latitude of 53° 2’, longitude 227° 22’, Hippa Island by 
compass bore N. 42 W., and a conspicuous projecting point near the 
southern-most land in sight, which I. named Cape Henry, 8S. 82 E.; 
these forming the outline of the coast, lie from each other S. 32 EH. and 
N. 32 W., 153 leagues apart. This cape, situated in latitude 52° 53’, 
* longitude 227° 453’, forms the south point of a deep bay or sound, its 
’ shores apparently much broken; to this I gave the name of Englefield 
_ Bay, in honor of my much esteemed friend, Sir Henry Englefield. 
' [Since partly surveyed]. Its north point of entrance, lying from Cape 
_ Henry N. 27 W., at the distance of seven leagues, I named Point Buck, 
which also forms the south point of entrance into a sound falling deep 
_ back to the eastward, named by me Cartwright’s Sound. Its north. 
point of entrance, which, likewise after my very particular friend and 
_ physician, I named Point Hunter, lies from Point Buck N. 25 W., 
' distant ten miles, and a little within this line of direction is an island 
near the northern shore. 
“ From Cape Henry, which we passed in the afternoon, at a distance 
_ of four or five miles, the shores, so far as we had reached by sunset, 
seemed to be compact, and to take a more easterly direction. The 
f southern-most land in sight bore by compass 8. 72 E., the nearest 
” shore N.N.E. five miles, and the northern-most land in sight N. 33 W. 
During the night the wind was light and variable, by which means 
our distance from the coast was increased greatly beyond what I had 
intended. At daylight on Thursday, the 26th, the land near the south 
extremity of Queen Charlotte’s Islands, which is named by Mr. Dixon 
i Cape St. James, was seen bearing by compass 8. 87 H., the northern- 
most land in sight N. 68 W., and the nearest shore N. 11 W., four or 
re five leagues distant. 


m “With a favorable though light breeze, our course was directed 
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along the shore, but at too great a distance to admit of our making 
any particular or exact delineation of it; nor is the sketch we were 
enabled to obtain of these islands to be considered as correct, or to be 
depended upon, because their numerous divisions would have demanded 
a survey that would have occupied infinitely more time than we had 
now to bestow. Our examination was wholly confined to the general 
direction of the shores, and to ascertain the position of their conspicuous 
projecting points. Towards Cape St. James the land was very mode- 
rately elevated, but, like that on the northern part of the islands, it 
rose gradually to rugged and uneven mountains, which occupied the 
centre of the country, descending towards its extremities to a less 
height, and is of a more uniform appearance.” 

On the discovery and earlier voyages to these islands and adjacent 
regions, a few notes may be given, forming an interesting page in the 
history of our knowledge of the West Coast of America. 

In 1592 the Viceroy of Mexico fitted out a caravel and pinnace to 


discover the ‘Straits of Anian.’ The origin of the name Anian 


appears to be obscure, but it was used to designate a supposed northern 
passage between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. The conduct of the 
expedition was entrusted to a Greek pilot, Apostolos Valerianos, com- 
monly called Juan de Fuca. The story of this navigator, which 
need not here be quoted, has been doubted, and no record of his 


voyage can be found among the Spanish archives of the period, which — 


have now come to light; but the accordance of his statement of the 
occurrence of an important opening in the coast of the continent in a 
latitude approximately given, with the fact of the existence of the strait 
afterwards in 1788 called by his name by Meares, establishes a strong 
presumption in favor of his veracity. De Fuca may therefore be 
supposed to have been the first to discover any part of the territory 
now forming the Province of British Columbia. 

It is related that in 1639 the Court of Spain, haying intelligence of 
some expeditions attempted in that year by the people of Boston, New 
England, Bartholemew De Fonte was appointed to command a squadron 
fitted out at Callao, in=Peru, to oppose them.* His vessels were 
named the Holy Ghost, Saint Lucia, Rosary and King Philip. The 
details of his voyage are circumstantially given, but it is unneces- 
sary to quote them. Leaving Callao in 1640, he sailed northward 
along the Pacific Coast, and entered what he?called the Archipelago of 
St. Lazarus on the 14th of June. This is said to be situated in 53° N 
latitude, and through it he sailed 260 le 
among islands, 


agues in intricate channels 


* rath ssa ] j told: 
Poe ee eee the Passage between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, &e. W, Goldson, 


making some very extraordinary geographical dis-_ 
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Coveries. It is customary to suppose that the account of this voyage Its sapposed 
is a mere fiction, and it may be so, but it is worth pointing out that it nee 
shows some signs of being at least founded on fact, though the distances 

_and other circumstances are evidently grossly exaggerated, whether 

by De Fonte himself or some compiler of the account of the voyage. 

The latitude given—for which somewhat wide limits of error must be 
allowed—runs nearly through the centre of the Queen Charlotte 

Islands. Such a navigation as De Fonte describes, among islands, may Reasons for 
have been made anywhere on this part of the West Coast. His state- pipotunectod 
ment does not seem to imply that the 260 leagues was made in any parable 

_ one direction, if any value be set on these figures. Subsequent writers 

interested in making out a case for the North-west Passage, have fitted 
in De Fonte’s descriptions with the view of making them reach as far 
as possible across the continent.* The very statement of the exist- 
ence of an extensive archipelago in this latitude should go some way 
in proving the partial authenticity of the narrative, as the character 
of that part of the West Coast then known was quite opposed to such 
an idea. Ina ‘river’ up which he sailed he says there was a fall of 
water till half flood, but that an hour and a quarter before high water 
the flood begins to set strongly into a ‘lake.’ Such places are not 
> uncommon among the intricate fiords of this coast. One between the 
two expansions of Masset Inlet would almost precisely answer the 
description. One of his officers, Bernardo, is said to have examined a 
certain river with three Indian boats, each made of a tree 50 or 60 feet 
Jong, accompanied by two Jesuits, 20 of his own people, and 36 natives. 
In size, number of persons which they are fitted to contain, and mode 
of construction from a single tree, these exactly correspond to the fine 
eanoes which the Indians of this part of the coast actually make. 
Lastly, as Goldson points out, the names Conibasset, Conasset, Arenna 
Mynhasset closely resemble some found onthe coast. This resemblance 

- is more, however, with the names ending in at or aht of the Indians of 

the west coast of Vancouver Island and Cape Flattery or Classet. 

_ In response to a request by Mr. J. F. Whiteaves, when engaged in pera 
_ working out the collections of fossils obtained by Mr. J. Richardson in W.-H. Dall. 
z the Queen Charlotte Islands in 1872, Mr. W. H. Dall, well known by 
his researches on the West Coast, furnished a memorandum on the 

earlier voyagers to the Queen Charlotte Islands.t This I have made 
the basis of the following chronological record of discoveries up to the 
: ‘time of Vancouver, amplifying it considerably, and making a few 
corrections. 


7 


* This may be seen ina Map by Mr. De V’Isle, 1752, and in the Map accompanying Goldson’s 


volume. ‘ : wee 
fi, " + Published in Vol. I, Part 1, Mesozoic Fossils, 1876." 
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On the 25th of January, 1774, Ensign Juan Perez, previously em- | 


ployed in the Manilla trade, sailed in the corvette Santiago, from San 


Blas, touching at Monterey, California, from which he sailed June 6th,on 


an exploring expedition to the north, accompanied by Pilot Estevan 


Martinez, and Rey. Fathers Pena and Crespi, chaplains. The first land 


seen, July 18, 1774, was that of the Queen Charlotte Islands, in lati- 
tude 54°, to the north point of which Perez gave the name of Co. de 5. 
Margarita [North Cape of Vancouver], and to the high mountains, 


Sierra de San Cristoval. Finding no anchorage, they turned south- | 
ward without landing, and on the 9th of August anchored in a port | 
stated to be in latitude 493°, and probably Nootka Sound. This he | 


called Port San Lorenzo. The authorities for this voyage are the nar- 
ratives of Perez, observations of Martinez, and the journal of Friar 
Pena, MSS. copies of which were obtained from the Imperial Archives 
of Madrid, by the United States Government, in 1840. An account 
was also published in 1802, in the introduction to the voyages of the 


Sutil and Mexicana. This was the first voyage actually known to 


have been made northwards by the Spaniards after 1603. 


Immediately after the return of Perez, Viceroy Bucarelli ordered | 


another expedition to examine the coast as far as latitude 65°. Captain 


Bruno Heceta, in charge of the Santiago, with Perez as ensign, and — 


the schooner Sonora in charge of Juan de Ayola, with Maurelle as 
pilot, in company with the schooner San Carlos, sailed from San 
Blas, March 15, 1775. The captain of the San Carlos became insane 
before they were out of sight of land, and Ayola was detached to take 
his place, and stopped at Monterey, while Lieutenant Francisco de la 
Bodega y Quadra took his place in charge of the Sonora. Most 
accounts are erroneous in stating that Ayola accompanied the expedi- 


tion northwards. The schooner was attacked by the natives near — 
Destruction Island, north of Cape Mendocino ; and being very unwilling | 


to proceed, Heceta, in the Santiago (with Perez), seized the 


opportunity to return to Monterey. Bodega and Maurelle, in the — 


schooner Sonora, however, kept.on their way. They saw Mount 


_—e 


Edgecumbe about the middle of August, and afterwards landed in Port — 


Remedios (the Bay of Islands of Cook), and, sailing down the coast, 
named the strait north of Queen Charlotte Islands, Perez Inlet [now 
Dixon’s Sound], and coasted along the shores of the said islands at a 
considerable distance, without examining the capes and bays. They 
then returned to Monterey, doing a little surveying on the Oregon and 
Californian coasts by the way. 

These expeditions of the Spaniards in the North Pacific were singu- 
larly barren of geographical results. What information was obtained 
was, moreover, carefully concealed. When Cook, therefore, began the 
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exploration of this part of the coast of America, he was absolutely 

without authentic reports of its nature. His instructions, based on the 
fact that Hearne had found the extent of the American continent to 
: be very great northward, were to begin a search for a passage to Hud- 

son’s Bay north of the 65th degree. He did not visit the Queen 

Charlotte Islands. He left King George’s Sound (Nootka) for the 

north in April, 1778, but owing to stormy weather did not sight the 

land again till he reached latitude 55° 20’. 

In 1786, La Perouse coasted along the shore of the Queen Charlotte py perouse. 

Islands, and was the first to suggest their separation from the main- 

land. (Arteaga and Bodega, in 1779, did not visit them.) He named 

(on his chart), in the north part, Baie de Clonard; a bay in the south 

part, Baie de la Touche; the south cape, Cape Hector, and some small 

islands off it, Isles Kerouart. He sailed to the eastward sufficiently to 

satisfy himself that a deep inlet’ extended between the islands and the 

mainland. His Isles Fleurieu are on the main coast, south and east of 

the Queen Charlotte Islands, and are the Princess Royal Islands of 

Duncan. He gave no name to the Queen Charlotte Islands. 

In 1786, Captains Lowrie and Guise, in the Captain Cook and Vessels visiting 

Experiment, fitted out in Bombay, visited, in the course of a trading {hg,/slands im 
* yoyage, the Queen Charlotte Islands. They have left no information 

on record in regard to it, but as they are said to have sailed in a direct 
course from Queen Charlotte Sound (which they named) to Prince 
 William’s Sound, it appears not unlikely that they passed inside the 

‘Queen Charlotte Islands. In the same year, Captain Hanna,* in the 

‘Sea Otter, from Macao, is stated to have traced the coast northward 

i from Nootka to nearly the 53rd degree of latitude, and probably visited 
y the Queen Charlotte Islands. In September, 1786, Captains Portlock 

and Dixon, in the King George and Queen Charlotte, made the 
land of the west coast of the islands, near Hippa Island, but finding 

no harbor nor the least sign of any inhabitants,” bore up and stood 
to the southward. 

In 1787, Dixon, in the Queen Charlotte spent more than a month Account of the 
on the coast of the islands (July Ist to August 3rd). He gave the Dixon. 
“name to the islands which they still bear, naming also Dixon’s 
: Entrance, North Island, Cloak Bay, Hippa Island, Rennell’s Sound, 

Cape St. James and Ibbitson’s Sound. With the exception of the last, 
_ which is now called Houston Stewart Channel, all these names still hold- 
~ Dixon did not land anywhere, but the anonymous narrator of his voyage 
- devotes 29 pages of his volume to the proceedings on the coast of the 


% 


y i f what 
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Views publish- Queen Charlotte Islands. Many interesting details concerning the 


ed by Dixon. 


inhabitants are given, and though the map accompanying his volume 
is rough, his numerous bearings have been of essential value in fixing 
the position on the chart of the yet unsurveyed west coast. He also 
gives a view of Hippa Island (p. 205), sketches of Cape St. James and 
the island now called Frederick Island (p. 214), an excellent plate of a 
Haida woman with labret (p. 226), and illustrations of a wooden dish, 
labret and spoon (pp. 188, 208). On the 2nd of July he attempted to 
enter Cloak Bay and Parry Passage, between North and Graham 
Islands, but was prevented from doing so by the strength of the tide. 
Captain Dixon subsequently sailed southward along the whole west 
coast, coming in with the land by day and standing off at night. On 
July 25th (St. James’ Day) he rounded the south point, with the 


te 


Land proved to intention of circumnavigating the islands, but owing to light variable 


be insular. 


Colnett and 
unsan. 


Douglas. 


Gray. 


winds, turned back, after having cruised northward on the east coast to | 
a latitude given as 52° 59’, but which may probably have been about 

half-way between Cumshewa and Skidegate Inlets.* In this position, 

high land was in view to the north-west, nearly 30 leagues distant, which 

was identified as that seen when near the north end of the islands, — 
proving to Dixon’s satisfaction that the land he had been coasting 
along for nearly a month was a group of islands. Dixon surmised 
that the land was not continuous from meeting some of the same people 
on both sides. During this visit to the Queen Charlotte Islands, 1821 — 
sea otter skins were purchased, which at the prices then current in Can- 
ton must have been worth about $90,000. Dixon met, on his return, off 
the entrance to Nootka, Captains Colnett and Duncan, in the Prince of — 
Wales and Princess Royal, which had been fitted out in London 
by the same company of adventurers that Dixon himself was connected 
with. On August 9th, 1787, they parted company, Dixon steering for 
the Sandwich Islands, Colnett and Duncan for the Queen Charlotte 
Islands. In 1788, Duncan sailed through the strait between the islands _ 
and the mainland, which we do not know to have been done previously. | 
He also named the Fleurieu Islands (of La Perouse) the Princess | 
Royal Islands, after his vessel. In August of the same year, Captain — 
Douglas, in the Jphigenia, fitted out in China, coasted along part of the ; 
north shore of the islands, rounding Rose Point, and naming it. He — 
then sailed southward, between the islands and mainland. In 1789, 
Captain Robert Gray, of the sloop Washington, of Boston, visited 
the east coast of the Queen Charlotte Islands. He appears to have 

left Nootka for the northin April. Gray called the islands Washington 


a) =" LS 


* There is some uncertainty in Dixon’s latitudes about the south part of theislands. The : 
latitude given would place him opposite Cumshewa Inlet; the position assigned is qbtied by 
adding 10’, this being the correction found necessary by Vancouver for Dixon’s position of Cape 
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St. James. (Vancouver, Vol. IV., p. 287). 
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Island, being ignorant of Dixon’s name, and apparently of the fact that 
there were several large islands.* The North West America, a 
schooner of about 40 tons, built by Meares, at Nootka, in 1788, com- 
manded by Robert Funter, left Nootka shortly after the Washington, 
and had returned to that place from a trading voyage in the Queen 
Charlotte Islands on the 9th of June, 1789, when she was seized by the 
Spaniards. As in his instructions to Captain William Douglas, com- Douglas and 
manding the Jphigenia, and also in charge of the NV. W. America, ree 
Meares (Sept., 20, 1788,) specially directs that in the following summer 
the NV. W. America should examine and trade along the east shore 
of the Queen Charlotte Islands (which he calls the Great Island). It 
‘is probable that the coast was visited early in 1788 by Funter. Douglas, 
in the Iphigenia, quitted Nootka on June 3rd of the same year, sailed 
northward between Queen Charlotte Islands and the mainland, and 
afterwards visited the north coast of Graham Island, naming the 
entrance to Masset Inlet M’Intire’s Bay, the passage between North and 
Graham Islands, (now called Parry Passage), Cox’s Channel, and a cove 
in the south side of North Island Beal’s Harbour. Douglas stayed 
about a week in Parry Passage. His people are the first white men 
absolutely known to have landed on the Queen Charlotte Islands 
“(@: 266), and in his narrative published by Meares, he gives some inter- 
esting particulars of his intercourse with the natives. 
On the 29th of June, 1791, Joseph Ingraham, in the brig Hope, tyeraham. 
‘of Boston, anchored in a harbour on the south-west} side of the Queen 
‘Charlotte Islands, which he called Magee’s Sound, after one of the 
owners of his vessel. About these islands and the coast of the conti- 
“nent immediately adjacent to them he remained during the entire 
summer, and having collected a large cargo of furs, sailed for Canton 
‘inthe autumn. He appears to have named two places on the north 
‘eoast Hancock’s Rivert and Craft’s Sound, now called Masset and 
_ Virago Sound. 
The Columbia, Captain Gray, made a second voyage from Boston 
in 1790-91, and was occupied trading on the east coast of the Queen 
- Chariotte Islands in August and September, 1791. Gray fell in with 
the Hope in this vicinity on July 23rd. He wintered at Clayoquot, 
7 Vancouver Island, and built a small vessel there, the Adventure. 
On August 22, 1791, Captain Etienne Marchand, in the French ship Pritam 
 Solide, which had visited Sitka Sound, made the entrance of Cloak 


a * ted that Gray first identified North Island, and traversed Parry Passage. 
ee tae however, shown with some accuracy on Dixon’s map, published Lie an ay 
is further improbable that Gray reached this place, as Douglas, coming a few weeks alter the 

b 43 time of his supposed visit, found the natives with plenty of furs to trade. 
+ Greenhow. North West Coast of America, 1840, p. 120. 
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= t Perhaps, however, named after the Hancock, Captain Crowell, of Boston, in the fur trade 
in 1791. 
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Bay, between North and Graham Islands. While the vessel stood off’ 
and on, a boat party entered and explored the bay and adjacent Parry 
Passage (or Cox’s Channel). The first chart in detail published of any: 
of the Queen Charlotte Islands harbors, was that prepared by Mar} 
chand’s party. It is said, however, that Ingram inserted plans of: 
several harbours in a manuscript journal of his voyage. The Solide) 
subsequently visited the west coast of Graham Island for some distance | 
to the southward, and then departed for Barclay Sound. i 
In 1792, the Spanish corvette Aransasu, Lieutenant Jacinto 
Caamano, in company with the sloops Sutil and Memicana, sailed | 
from San Blas to Nootka. Thence the two last-named vessels departed 
for the Strait of Juan de Fuca, while Caamano, sailing northward, 
explored various parts of the coast to the 56th parallel of latitude, | 
including the north shore of the Queen Charlotte Islands, where he_ 
applied the name Isle de Langara to North Island, and those of | 
Estrada and Mazaredo to Masset and Virago Sounds. | 
Gray’s mate, Haswell, in the Adventure, and afterwards Gray | 

himself, in the Coulmbia, also returned to the Queen Charlotte 
Islands to trade in this year. 
Mr anecavor: In 1792, Captain George Vancouver, in His Majesty’s sloop 
Discovery and armed tender Chatham, arrived on the west coast, | 

and began the series of explorations and surveys which occupied | 

parts of three years, and resulted in the correct delineation of the | 

main features of the coast from the 30th parallel northward, and west- | 

ward to Cook’s Inlet and Kadiak. In July, 1793, he sailed northward 
between the Queen Charlotte islands and the mainland, sighting them 

several times from a distance. In September, 1793, he was again in the 

vicinity of the Queen Charlotte Islands, and in coasting down the west 

shore, correctly outlined it. He gives some observations on its. 

character and bearings from point to point, which have already been 

quoted. He named at this time Point North, Point Frederick (Frederic 

Island), Englefield Bay, Cape Henry, Point Buck, Cartwright’s Sound 

and Point Hunter. 


‘Caamano. 


, 


In August, 1794, Vancouver again passed southward along the west 
coast of the Queen Charlotte Islands, but, owing to thick weather, | 
scarcely saw them, and was not able to add to his notes of a former | 
year. 


Namber of ves- It would be uninteresting, even were it possible, to follow the varioul 
Eade: traders who must have visited the Queen Charlotte Islands after this’ 
time. Itis more than probable, indeed, that many vessels resorted to the 
islands during the later years included in the above record, for Van- 
couver gives a list of no less than twenty-one which were engaged in- 


the fur trade between the north-west coast of America and China in 
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792. Little or nothing was added to our knowledge of the islands 
fter these earlier voyages till they were visited in recent years by 
everal vessels of the Royal Navy, and sketch-plans made of some of 

hé harbours. The fur trade declining rapidly, attention appears 

0 have completely withdrawn from the islands until 1852, when 

the Hudson Bay Company dispatched a party of men in the brig 
Una, Captain Mitchell, to discover the locality from which several Discovery of 
specimens of gold had been brought by Indians. This was found to be ee: 
in Port Kuper, or Gold Harbour, on the west coast. The gold was 
found in a small irregular vein, which was soon proved to run out in 
every direction. The quantity of gold obtained by the expedition was 
considerable, but has been variously stated. The enterprise was soon 
abandoned, but the discovery for a time created quite a furore—the first 
gold excitement of British Columbia and the locality was visited by a 
number of miners, but with no further success. In July, 1859, Mr. 
Downie, with a party of twenty-seven, provisioned for three months. 
started for Port Kuper, or Gold Harbour, reaching it on August 6th, 
They discovered a few specks of gold, but no paying vein. Mr. Downie 
appears to have been the first to discover the coal in Skidegate Inlet. piscovery of 
About this time a Captain Torrens also went with a party to prospect von 
‘on the Queen Charlotte Islands, and narrowly escaped massacre by the 
Skidegate Indians. The Haidas have always borne a bad character, 
and have plundered coasters on one or more occasions, detaining a 
portion of the crew as slaves. Fear of the possible behaviour of the 
Indians has frequently deterred private individuals from visiting the 
islands. 

‘In 1852, H. M.S. Thetis visited Port Kuper, the sketch of this Dates of Sur- 
port being made by G. Moore, master. The sketch of the entrance to es 
Cumshewa Inlet is by Captain T. Sinclair of the Hudson Bay Company. 

‘Tn 1853, H.M.S. Virago visited Virago Sound, the entrance to Masset 
Tnlet and Houston Stewart Channel. A sketch of Virago Sound was 
made by: G. H. Inskip, master; of Masset by H. N. Knox, mate ; of 

Houston Stewart Channel by Messrs. Inskip, Gordon, and Knox. The 
sketch of Parry Passage, though not directly attributed to the officers 
“of the Virago, was also doubtless made at this time. H. M. S. Alert 
‘yisited Virago Sound and Houston Stewart Channel in 1860, making 
‘some additions to the previous sketches of these places, and a line of 
soundings off the east coast of Graham Island, from near Cape Fife to 
'Skidegate, and thence to Cumshewa. In 1862, H. M. 5S. Hecate 
visited Skincuttle, to prevent violence being done to the miners then 
engaged there, and made a line of soundings from that place to Bonilla 
‘Island. In March, 1864, the same vessel visited Houston Stewart 
Channel, making some additions to the sketch. Skidegate Inlet was 
(in part) carefully surveyed by D. Pender, Master, R. N., 1866. 
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Visit of Mr. In 1872, Mr. James Richardson, of the Geological Survey of Canada, , 

Richardson. ot the request of gentlemen interested in opening a coal mine ab) 
Skidegate, spent nearly two weeks in that inlet. The account of his} 
investigations is published in the Report of Progress for 1872-73, and. 
the fossils collected by him form the subject of Mr. Whiteaves’ memoir, 
already referred to, of a short report by Mr. Billings*, and a note byt 
Principal Dawsony. 

Charts and The best chart which I was able to obtain of the Dasen Charlotte | 

ey Islands is that of the Admiralty, bearing corrections up to 1862, and 

numbered 2430, on a scale of fifteen miles to one inch. This is said to 
be based chiefly on Vancouver's survey of 1792, corrécted by a Russian 
chart of 1849, and by Mr. Inskip in 1854. It is nothing more than 
a very rough sketch of the main outlines of the islands. A considerable 
portion of the east coast is represented on the Admiralty charts 
1923 A. and 1923 B., published subsequent to December, 1874, but is 
little altered from the last. Of Skidegate Inlet there is a nearly com- 
plete and accurate plan (No. 48), on ascale of one mile to an inch. 
There is also a sheet of plans of harbors (No. 2168), printed subsequent 
to 1864, giving moderately correct sketches of Houston Stewart 
Channel, Virago Sound, and the entrance to Masset Sound; very 
imperfect ones of Cumshewa Inlet and Parry Passage. A small book 
of sailing directions for the islands, by G@. Inskip, was also issued by 
the Admiralty in 1853, but has apparently been recalled or allowed to — 
become out of print, as I have been unable to procure a copy. Some 
directions for navigators are, however, to be found in Imray’s Worth 
Pacific Pilot, 1870, Vol. I., probably derived from the last mentioned — 
work. In giving a description of the islands, the east coast is followed — 
from the south northwards, and such notes as may be useful to vessels 
visiting the coast, whether the result of personal observations or derived 
from the Pilot, are inserted. 


GENERAL DeESscoRIPTION OF THE ISLANDS. 


Southern ex. The southern extremity of the land of the Queen Charlotte Islands, 

island: is a chain of rocky islets and rocks called Isles Kerouart by La Perouse, 
which runs off from Cape St. James three and a half miles, in a south- 
south-easterly direction, corresponding with that of the mountainous 
axis of the group. Saber rocks must exist still further from the land — 
in the same line, as Vancouver notes that Gr ay, of the Columbia, stated 
that his vessel struck and received some material damage, on a rock 


lying at a much greater distance (Vol. IV. p. 287.) Dizon, gives a fairly 


* Report of Progress, 1872-73, p. 71. + Ibid, p. 66. 
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pecurate view of the rocks.* As seen by myself at a distance of some Isles Kerouart. 
miles to the north-east, they appear to form three groups, the first 

lying close to Cape St. James, consisting of two large rocks, the second 
vof one large and several smaller rocks, and the third and furthest 

southward, of two or three rocks of some size and a number of lesser 

ones. These little islets are very remarkable in appearance, standing 

boldly up with rounded tops and vertical cliffs on all sides. Even the 

smaller rocks have the same pillar-like form, so frequently found where 

a rocky coast is exposed to the full sweep of a greatocean. They serve 

as secure breeding places for innumerable gulls, puffins and other sea- 
birds. The southern point of Cape St. James is a vertical cliff about 

equal in height to the larger of the islands lying off it. The land 
“gradually rises northward, till about Houston Stewart Channel it has in 
‘many places a probable elevation of 2000 feet. Cape St. James appears 

to be the southern extremity of an island about one mile in diameter, 

which has heretofore been drawn as forming a part of Prevost Island. 

The narrow channel which separates it from the latter runs west-south- 
westward. The east coast of this and Prevost Island to Hast Pointy is Bast coast Pre- 
bold, and frequently formed by a cliff facing the sea. This part naan 

Prevost Island is indented by two bays or inlets, the southern apparently 
‘inconsiderable, the northern probably three or four miles in depth. 

- From East Point the shore runs north-westward seven and a quarter yous‘on Stew- 
“miles to Moore Head, at the south-east entrance of Houston Stewart an Oe 
Channel. The shore is much broken, being penetrated by several 

“inlets which run back among the high hills. Several small islands lie 

_ off it, of which one is bold, densely tree-clad, and has a height of about 

150 feet. Houston Stewart Channel runs west two and a half miles, 

and then turning abruptly, south-west three miles. From the knee 

thus formed Rose Harbour, an inlet nearly three miles long, runs north- 

ward. Like the main channel, it has a width of about three-quarters 

ofa mile. Its western side, especially to the north, is bordered by high 

hills, while to the north-east it is separated by a narrow neck of low 

wooded land from South Cove of Carpenter Bay. A stream which has 
: een called Sedmond River on the chart, enters atits head from the west. 

‘At the west entrance to Houston Stewart Channel lies Anthony Island, 
on which the Indian village generally known as Ninstints is situated, Ninstints. 
and a number of smaller islets. No villages exist in other parts of the 

inlet. Those marked on the chart have been temporary houses, most 
of which have now disappeared. In the neighborhood of Houston 
Stewart Channel the hills or mountains everywhere rise steeply from 


ee 
* A Voyage Round the World, but more particularly to the North-west Coast of America, by 
'aptain George Dixon. London, 1789, p. 214. f : 

+ Names printed in italics in this portion of the report are these given by myself, or in use by 

the Indians, but which have not previously been published. 
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the shore, and there is no arable land, scarcely indeed any soil properly 
so called. The trees, from the exposed position of this part of the 
islands are rather stunted, and show much dead wood. They grasp the | 
almost naked rocks. A strong tide runs through the channel, the flood” 
foologictl —_ setting eastward from the Pacific, while the ebb flows in the opposite 
direction. This is very favourable to the existence of certain forms of | 
marine life, and the rocks are alive with sea-urchins, star-fish, acorn- 
shells, mussels, chitons, holothurians, &. The bottom was found on 
dredging to consist of gravel and shelly sand, except in the sheltered | 
bays, where it is mud. | 
Soundings and At about four miles from the eastern entrance to Houston Stewart] 
Channel the depth is said to be 90 fathoms, which gradually shoals to 
20 fathoms within a mile of it. The soundings then become very irre-| 
gular, ranging from 30 to 7 fathoms. In the channel the depth varies 
from 11 to 20 fathoms. Within the entrance point on the north side” 
there is a snug bay bordered by a sandy beach. There is also good © 
anchorage for a small craft east of Ellen Island of the chart. Care | 
must be exercised in sailing up the channel, as there are several rocks | 
which contract the available width. Rose Harbour is secure and capa-— f 
cious, with anchorage at from 6 to 15 fathoms, but with kelp and shoal :| 
water along its eastern shore. The basin at its head is full of little’! 
islands and rocks, and should not be entered. Imray gives the follow- | 
ing directions for entering Houston Stewart Channel from the eastward. 
When abreast Cape St. James, the vessel should close the land to 14 | 
miles, and coast along till the entrance opens out. After passing a | 
convenient distance southward of the largest or outer island (Anthony — 
Island), off the southern end of which an extensive ledge of rocks | 
extends south-westward, the channel will show itself. A bare flat rock | 


é 


about 50 feet high, which should be kept on the port hand, is a good | 
guide, . 


Danger Rocks. Off the point, between the east entrance of Houston Stewart Channel | 
and Carpenter Bay, to the north, are the North and South Danger | 
Rocks. These are low rocky islets, but are said to be surrounded by | 
sunken rocks. In entering Houston Stewart Channel from the north- | 
ward they should be given a wide berth. The point above mentioned — 
is low and densely wooded. At alittle cove on its north side, protected : 
by rocks and full of kelp, is an Indian house, which appears to be 
Carpenter Bay. occupied at some seasons. Carpenter Bay, between Jron Point on its 
north-western and Islet Point on its south-eastern side, is a little over’ 
two miles wide, and runs westward about five miles, On its south 
side are two small bays, the western of which has already been men-— 
tioned under the name of South Cove, as approaching near to the head | 
; 


of Rose Harbour. In its head is good anchorage for a small schooner | 
« | 
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in from 6 to 10 fathoms. It is not quite land locked, but sheltered from 
the only direction otherwise exposed by a little rocky reef which runs 
out from its east side. The bay ends westward in a narrow arm, which 
receives two streams of some size. It resembles the head of Rose Har- 
bour in being filled with little rocky islands and rocks, and though well 
sheltered would be unsafe even for small craft. The general aspect of 
this inlet and the country surrounding it is like that of Houston Stewart 
Channel. Thickly wooded mountains rise everywhere from the water’s 
edge to heights frequently exceeding 1000, but rarely if ever more than 
2000 feet. The shore is generally rocky, with deep water off it, and 
beaches are infrequent and not extensive. The timber being of small 
stature and gnarled is not of any great prospective value, and agricul- 
tural land does not exist. There were many seals here at the time of Seals. 
our visit (June 17th), playing in the water or lying on the rocks. Some 
mothers carried their young on their backs, the two heads coming up 
together in a most amusing manner. 

Collison Bay, lying between the last and Skincuttle Inlet, is about a Collison Bay. 
mile and three-quarters wide, with a probable depth of two miles. It 
Tuns up into a narrow arm, which was not examined. Several small 
islands and rocks lie in its mouth, and it does not appear to be service- 
able as a harbour. 

Skincuttle Inlet is five and a half miles deep, with a width between Skincuttle 
its entrance points of four miles. A number of smaller inlets and =e 
coves open from it. The north side of the inlet is formed by Burnaby 
Island, and from the north-west angle Burnaby Strait runs north- 
ward to Juan Perez Sound, and separates Burnaby Island from the 
east shore of Moresby Island. In 1863-64, Skincuttle Inlet was the 
scene of the exploits of a certain Mr. Francis Poole, calling himself a 
civil and mining engineer. He subsequently published a volume 
ealled “Queen Charlotte Islands,’* which is chiefly remarkable for 
the exaggerated character of the accounts it contains. Mr. Poole 
gives a rough sketch map of Skincuttle, on which he has named most 
of the features. I have retained his names in so far as I have been 
able to recognize the localities to which they are intended to apply. 

_ The shores of Skincuttle Inlet resemble those of other parts of the 
islands already described, being in general bold, and rising at once 
from the water’s edge either to low hills or mountains of some height. 
The inlet appears to be continued westward by low land, but owing to 
the fact that the mountains were perpetually covered with mist during 
our stay in this place, it is possible that there are hills of some height 


ut a little distance from the shore. Near the north-western angle of 
EEE —E————————— a 


_* London, 1872. 2 
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the inlet the mountains rise steeply toa height of 3000 feet or more, — 
being the highest yet met with in proceeding northward. The surface 
of the country is forest-clad, but as before noticed many of the trees — 
are dead at the tops. When sheltered flat land occurs, however, they 
are well grown and healthy looking. The Spruce (Abies Menziesit), 

Tim’er. Hemlock (Abies Mertensiana) and Cedar (Thuja gigantea) are the most 
abundant, the latter chiefly near the shore. Alders (Alnus Oregona) 
and Crab-apples (Pyrus rivularis) form small groves near the beach 
where the land is low. In the narrower passages where no heavy seas 
can enter, the trees seem almost to root in the beach, and their branches 
hang down so as even to dip into the water at high tide. Where a 
narrow beach occurs in these sheltered localities, vividly green grass 
spreads down till it meets the yellow tangle which grows up as far as 

fn aa tide ever reaches. Owing to the dampness of the climate, a few 

s days exposure at neap tides does not seem to injure the sea-weed. Ferns 
also grow abundantly on the trunks and even on the boughs of the trees, 
both living and dead, and green moss forms great club-like masses on 
projecting branches. Large trunks, overthrown and dead, become at 
once perfect gardens of moss young trees and bushes, though lying 
high above the ground supported on piles of yet earlier windfall. 
Similar features characterize the forest bordering the shores elsewhere 
throughout the whole southern portion of the Queen Charlotte Islands, — 
and—it is unnecessary to add—render locomotion in any other way 
than by boats or canoes along the shore nearly impossible. 

Telands® The entrance to Skineuttle Inlet is south of a chain of islands which 
may be called the Copper Islands, and lie east-north-east and west-south- 
west. It is a mile and a half wide, but should be used with caution, as | 
there is reason to believe that a rock, sometimes bare, lies in it. The | 
passage to the north of the Copper Islands is contracted, and with one | 
or more rocks in its narrowest part. The first opening on the south | 

Harriet Har- side of the inlet, and best anchorage, is Harriet Harbour of Poole, of . 

; which a careful survey, with soundings, has been made. It is two 
miles east of the south entrance point of Skincuttle Inlet, and runs 
southward one mile. It should be entered by the channel on the west 
side of Harriet Island, which lies at its mouth. A vessel should be 

kept nearer the west side of the channel, (as several little rocks covered | 
at high water lie along Harriet Island) and run some distance beyond | 
the inner end of the island before bringing too, to avoid the shoal bank 
which lies off its point. The depth is about 8 fathoms, with good 
holding ground, and the harbour is well sheltered from most directions, 
though subject to heavy puffs from the valleys at its head when a 
southerly gale is blowing. I 


A mile and a half west of Harriet Harbour is Huston Bay of Poole 
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This is a wide inlet which runs southward about four miles, and then 
‘turns to the west, in which direction its extremity was not visited. 
High mountains rise from the shore near its head. 
~ At the western end of Skincuttle Inlet are three indentations of the 
coast, of which the southern appears to be George Harbour of Poole. 
The northern, lying at the entrance of Burnaby Strait, may be called 
Tangle Cove. It is a well sheltered anchorage for a small schooner, 
but a shoal, the extent of which is unknown, lies off its mouth. The 
entrance is between a small island which lies at its south side and two pecs 
other little islets to the north. In it lies a rock which uncovers at low 
‘water. The mountains at the head of Tangle Cove are steep, and 
probably reach 3000 feet in height. Part of their upper slopes are 
bare of trees, but apparently covered with peaty moss, where not com- 
posed of rock. Two and a half miles northward of Burnaby Strait is 
Dolomite Narrows. The strait is here not more than a quarter of 
a mile wide, and the channel is crooked, obstructed by rocks, and shoal, 
having from six to eight feet only of water at low tide. The current 
is not strong, however, and ourschooner passed safely through, though 
it is not to be recommended as a passage for any craft larger than a boat 
or canoe. All parts of Burnaby Strait must, indeed, be navigated 
with great caution, as there are many rocks, and a large proportion of 
‘them are covered at high water. Just south of Dolomite Narrows, 
from the west side of the strait, opens Bag Harbour, expanding within 
t6 a basin nearly a mile in diameter. On the south shore of Burnaby 
Island, constituting the north side of Skincuttle Harbour, is a bay, with 
several small islands in front, which may be a good harbour, but was 
“notexamined. Further east, in the vicinity of the abandoned copper 
‘mine, Blue Jay and Kingfisher Harbours of Poole, are mere rocky 
‘coves, scarcely commodious for boats. 
Granite Point, on the north side of the entrance to Skincuttle, is a Granite Point. 
rather remarkable whitish crag, separated by a narrow neck of low 
land from the main shore. The east side of Burnaby Island from this 
place to Scudder Point—a distance of about five miles—was not 
examined. There is, however, a deep bay to the north of Granite 
Point, with a high island lying in its mouth. The Bolkus Islands 
form a chain about two miles long, lying east and west in the centre 
of Skincuttle Inlet. They are five in number, with many small rocks 
-andreefs. The land is low, and on the western and largest of the islands 
the soil appears to be good, though now covered with dense forest. 
_ Burnaby Strait is nine miles in length, running northward six and a Burnaby Strait. 
“half miles beyond Dolomite Narrows, and gaining eventually an average 
width of a mile and a quarter. Nearly abreast Dolomite Narrows on 
Burnaby Island are two conspicuous mountains—The Twins—estimated 


Burnaby Strait. 


Burnaby Island 
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at 1500 feet in height. One and a half miles north of the Narrows, 
Island Bay, two miles deep, runs westward. It is named from a num- 
ber of small islands—about seventeen—which it contains, and may 
probably be too rocky for a safe harbour. Four miles north of the 
Narrows, a passage opens westward between the north shore of 
Burnaby Island and Huxley Island. On the west side of the northern 
entrance to Burnaby Strait is Skaat Harbour. This is a bay two and 


three-quarter miles wide, with a total depth of about three miles. In- 


its mouth lies one large island— Wanderer Island—and several smaller 


ones. The harbour turns into a narrow inlet in its upper part, which — 


was not visited, and terminates among high mountains forming a por- 
tion of the axial chain of the islands. Skaat Harbour was not sounded 
or carefully examined, but from the character of its shores would 
probably afford good anchorage, especially behind Wanderer Island, 
and if so, it is the best for large vessels in this vicinity. It lies near 
the seaward opening of Juan Perez Sound, All Alone Stone and Monument 
Rock forming good entrance marks to Burnaby Strait. The harbour 
will probably be found deepest on the Wanderer Island side, as there 
is'an extensive field of kelp off the opposite shore. The entrance to 
Skaat Harbour on the southern side of Wanderer Island is very narrow. 


At the angle formed between it and the shore of Burnaby Strait are | 


two small coves affording anchorage for a schooner, but with wide tide- 
flats ab their heads, which a short distance below low-water mark fall 
away very rapidly into deep water. The eastern point of Wanderer 
Island, in line with that of Centre Island, leads over Limestone Rock, a 
mile to the southward of the latter. This is a dangerous reef, bare 
only at low water, but not extensive, though a second rock, dry at low 
water only, lies a short distance south-east of it. 

The north shore of Burnaby Island, five and three-quarter miles in 


length, lies east-north-east and west-south-west, and is nearly straight: | 


on the whole, though with a few shallow bays, one of which has been 
called Section Cove, and is again referred to in thisreport. Alder Island 
lies about the centre of this stretch of coast. It is about half a mile 
in diameter, nearly flat, and there is probably a good anchorage be- 
hind it, which should, however, be approached from the north, as the 
Saw Reef runs out from the shore of Burnaby Island to the eastward ; 
and this part of the coast is, moreover, broken and rocky, with large 
fields of kelp extending off it. 

From Scudder Point the shore trends somewhat west of south, allow- 
ing the outer of the Copper Islands to be seen. The hills on the north 
side of Burnaby Island are not high, being estimated at from 300 to 
500 feet. -A considerable width of low land stretches back from Scudder 


Point, covered with an open growth of large but gnarled spruces, the 
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trunks of which are not simple, but fork upwards, as they are often 
found to do in exposed situations. Little beaches of coarse clean-washed 
gravel fill the spaces between the low shattered rock masses, which 
“spread widely between high and low water marks, with evidence of 
the action of a heavy surf. Ina cove on the north side is a strongly 
built but abandoned Indian house. 

Huxley Island is about two miles in length, from north to south. It 
is very bold and remarkable, rising rapidly from the beach to a height 
probably exceeding 1000 feet. Abreast the north-west point of this 

island, in mid-channel, a cast of the dredge in 70 fathoms was obtained, 
the bottom being a fine sandy mud. 

Juan Perez Sound has been so named in honour of the reputed SPT an geek 
coverer of the Queen Charlotte Islands, who, though he appears rather 
to have had that honour thrust upon him than earned it by courage in 
his exploration, probably deserves some recognition.* This opening, 
between the north of Burnaby Island and Ramsay Island, has a width 
of eight miles. It runsnorth-westward, giving off a number of smaller 
inlets and bays, and is continued in a north-north-westward direction 
by Darwin Sound, by which it communicates with the upper ends of 

, the long inlets which run westward from Laskeek Bay. From the 
 eentre of a line joining the outer entrance points, to the southern 
entrance of Darwin Sound, Juan Perez Sound is thirteen and a half 
miles in length. On its south-western side are Werner Bay, Hutton 
Inlet and De la Beche Inlet. These terminate in narrow channels or Inlets and 
fiords, which run up among the axial mountains of Moresby Island, ~ 
and owing to the short time at my disposal, and comparatively unin- 
teresting character of the rock sections, were not examined to their 
heads. From Werner Bay two small inlets branch. Hutton Inlet 
appeared to be about three miles long; De la Beche Inlet nearly six 
miles, with a low valley, hemmed in by mountains on either side, 
running north-westward from its extremity. None of these openings 
seem to be at all well adapted for harbours, as the shores are bold 
and rocky, seldom showing beaches, and the water to all appearance 
_ too deep for anchorage. The Bischoff Islands are low, but like the rest 
of the country, densely wooded. There is a sheltered anchorage for 
small schooners between the two larger islands, but it must be entered 
from the westward, and with much caution, owing to the number of 
rocks and sunken reefs which surround it. Sedgwick Bay, about three 
- miles deep, in the south shore of Lyell Island, was merely sketched 
from its entrance. It appears to be too much exposed for a harbour, 
as southerly winds draw directly up Juan Perez Sound. 


ee ee 


mo * As already mentioned, Maurelle, in 1775, named the strait to the north of the islands after 
Perez, but his name has been superseded by Dixon’s. 


Islands, north 
of Juan Perez 
Sound. 


Hot Spring. 


Indian bath. 
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The north-east side of Juan Perez Inlet is formed by a group of 
islands, of which Faraday, Murchison and Ramsay Islands are the 
largest. Ramsay Island is two and three-quarter miles in length, east 
and west. Bold hills rise in the centre of the island, which is densely 
wooded. Its south shore is high, with some rocky cliffs. Two small 
islets lie off the north-east shore, which is rugged and composed of 
solid rock. The north-west shore has several coves, but none suited 


for anchorage. Murchison Island is two and a half miles long; Fara-_ 


day Island nearly two miles. Both are low. Between Ramsay and 
Murchison Islands is a little group composed of Hot Spring Island, 
House Island and a few more small islets and rocks. Between Hot 
Spring and House Islands is a good anchorage for small schooners, 
sheltered on all sides but the north. On the south side of Hot Spring 
Island is the spring from which it has been so named. Its situation is 
easily recognized by a patch of green mossy sward which can be seen 
from a considerable distance. Steam also generally hovers over it. 
The actual source of the water is not seen, but is probably not far from 
the inner edge of the mossy patch. The surface is composed of broken 
fragments, more or less completely concealed by bush and sod, and the 
water is first seen lower down, where it issues in a number of little 


streams over a considerable breadth, and flows out upon the beach. I | 


had no thermometer reading sufficiently high to take the temperature 
of the warmest streams, in which the hand could scarcely be held with 
comfort. Other rills, probably coming less directly from the source, 


are comparatively cool. The water has a slight smell of sulphuretted — 


hydrogen, and a barely perceptible saline taste. The stones over 
which it flows in some places show traces of a whitish deposit, and the 
streams and pools are choked with a slimy confervoid growth. On 
stripping off the sod of the portion of ground not covered by trees and 
bushes, the earth is found to°be quite warm. The Indians bathe in a 
natural pool in which the waters of one of the streams collect; it is 
partly full of soft mud, but hard in the bottom. 

Running northward from the end of Murchison Island is a chain of 
small islands about four miles long, which may be named the Tar 
Islands, as the Indians report that on one of them bituminous matter 
is found ‘oozing out among the stones on the beach. The southern 
island of the group—Agglomerate Island—has apparently been burnt 


over, and is covered with standing dead trees. It alone was visited, — 


and owing to some confusion in the bearings taken for the purpose of 
fixing the others, their number and position as shown on the map is 


somewhat uncertain. Outside these islands lies a single low island ~ 


with a few trees, which may be called Tuft Island. 


Rocks dry at low water lie between Faraday and Murchison Islands, — 
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and there are several small rocky islets and low-water rocks in the 
vicinity of Hot Spring and House Islands. Vessels entering Juan 
Perez Sound had therefore better do so to the south of Ramsay Island, 
till the narrower channels have been carefully surveyed... No bottom 
was reached with 94 fathoms of line in the centre of the Sound south 
of Ramsay Island, nor in another place about a mile south-east of the 
extremity of Bischoff Islands. No other soundings were made here, 
but the water seems to be everywhere deep. 

Lyell Island is about ten miles in extreme diameter in both east and Lyell Island. 

west and north and south bearings. It is separated by Darwin Sound 
from the main coast of Moresby Island to the south-west, and is com- 
posed of high hilly land, generally rising at once from the shores to 
heights of from 600 to 900 feet, and attaining ina few instances toward 
the centre of the island a height probably exceeding 1000 feet. It is 
densely wooded, and where patches of low land exist bears some fine 
timber. Sedgwick Bay, already described, indents its southern shore, 
A-tli Inlet its northern. The east coast was notsurveyed, and is merely 
sketched in on the map. Darwin Sound from its southern entrance, to 
White Point is eleven and a half miles in length, and lies north-north- 
west south-south-east. It is irregular in width, but is a fine navigable 
“channel. In the south entrance no bottom was found with a 94-fathom 
line. In entering from the southward, Shuttle Island looks nearly 
yound. The channel on its eastern side should be followed, as this 
seems to be quite free from impediments. Abreast the north end of 
Shuttle Island in this channel a cast at 18 fathoms was obtained. A 
mile beyond this point is an inconspicuous low rock in mid-channel, 
_ with a second bare only at low water a short distance to the north of 
it. The flood tide sets up Darwin Sound from the southward into the Tide. 
_ various inlets, and then eastward to the open sea again by Richardson 
and Logan Inlets. The ebb in like manner draws through from end 
~ to end in the opposite direction. The tidal current must run about two 
knots when strongest. 

The south-west side of the sound for four miles from the south Bigsby Inlet. 
entrance is rocky and broken, with several coves and little inlets. 
4 Bigsby Inlet then runs in two and a half miles west-north-westward. 

It is a gloomy chasm, scarcely half'a mile in width, but surrounded by 
- mountains higher than any yet seen, and probably not exceeded by 
any in the islands. These rise steeply from the water, sometimes 
attaining in the first instance a height of 3000 feet, and are in places 
_ nearly perpendicular, but are generally well wooded, the trees clinging 
in the crevices of the rocks. Further back, especially to the south- 
¢ ward and westward, massive summits of bare granite rise to a height 
; of 4000 to 5000 feet, with their upper gorges and shady hollows filled 


fi 
| 
| 
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with drifted snow-fields. We were overtaken by evening in this inlet 
on July 2nd, and could scarcely find a strip of beach wide enough to | 
spread our blankets down on for the night. 

Shuttle Island, though low, is rocky. The channel to the west of it 
is probably deep enough for vessels of any class, but should not be used — 
till it has been properly surveyed. There is a rock, covered at high 
water, on the west side of its northern entrance. 

A mile and a half further northward, and opposite the inner end of 

Echo Harbour. Richardson Inlet, is Hecho Harbour. The entrance to this harbour looks | 
like a shallow cove from outside. We entered it on July 4th in search 
of a place to anchor; and were surprised to find the passage into the _ 
harbour. It runs southward about a mile, and is surrounded by high 
hills which toward its head rise to rugged mountains. The outer part 
of the entrance is about 10 fathoms in depth; the sides then approach, 
leaving a channel scarcely 300 yards wide between abrupt rocky 
shores. In the harbour proper the depth is everywhere about 15 
fathoms, decreasing gradually toward the head for a short distance, — 
and then running steeply up to a flat which is partly dry at low water, 
and above high water mark forms anarrow grassy beach. The bottom — 
is soft mud, and excellent holding ground. A very narrow passage - 
leads westward from the bottom of the harbour into a wonderfully | 
secluded little basin, scarcely a quarter of a mile in diameter. With | 
the exception of a channel in the centre, this is nearly dry at low 
water. Into its head flows a large brook, coming from the mountains 
to the south-westward. ' 

High moun- Two miles northwest of the entrance to Echo Harbour, the shore line — 

Klun-kwoi Bay falls back to form Klun-kwoi Bay. This runs up in several arms, which — 
were not minutely examined, among the bases of rugged snow-clad _ 
mountains, which rise very steeply from the shores, or at the sides of 
the narrow valleys by which the heads of the inlets are continued in- 
land. The highest peaks probably exceed 5000 feet in altitude, and 
the desolate grandeur of the scenery of the region is almost oppressive. — 
The axial mountains of Moresby Island form a high and partly snow-_ 
clad sierra from the north end of Juan Perez Sound to this place. They — 
appear to culminate here, and are not such a prominent feature further 
southward. It is probably to this part of tne range that Perez’s name ~ 
of Sierra de San Cristoval may be applied with greatest propriety. 

Crescent Inlet. | Crescent Inlet may be considered as forming the extension northward ~ 
of Darwin Sound. It turns gradually through nearly half a circle, 
from a north-north-west bearing to a direction nearly west-south-west, — 
and is over four miles in length, though its actual extremity was not 
visited, It isa fiord, with steep mountainous and wooded sides, but it is 
probably not so deep as most similar inlets, as there are stretches of - 


. 
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beach of some length. The mountains at its head are not so high as 
those in the last bay, and if Tasoo Harbour, on the west coast of 
Moresby’s Island is correctly placed, the distance across to it from the 
head of this inlet cannot be great. I did not hear, however, that the 
Indians have any trail across from this place. The most conspicuous 
peak in the vicinity of Crescent Inlet is on its north side, at the angle 
of the bend. This mountain is about 3000 feet in height, with a sharp 
summit, which at some points of view appears to be tripple. It is 
partly bare and was named Red Top. 

From the wide indentation of the coast which is named Laskeek Bay, Waters open- 
four large inlets run westward, of these the two southern, which have Laskeek Bay. 
been named Richardson and Logan Inlets, open into the head of Darwin 
Sound. Richardson Inlet is about ten miles in length, with an average 
length of about one and a half miles. Its southern side is formed by 
Lyell Island, its northern by Kun-ga Tan-oo and Inner Islands, from east 
to west. The inlet is straight with moderately bold shores, Kun-ga 
Island is over 1000 feet in height, forming agood mark at its entrance. 

There is a low rocky reef, however, some distance east of the outer 
point of Kun-ga, and a second off the south point of the same island. 
Near Dog Island there are several small islets and rocks. The channels 
between Kun-ga and Tan-oo and the latter and Inner Islands are proba- 
bly deep, though the first should be navigated with caution, and care 
taken to avoid the east end of Tan-oo Island, as several rocks and 
patches with kelp lie off the Indian village there. About three and a 
half miles west of Dog Island, on the south side of Richardson Inlet, is 
a cove, where a small schooner can find a convenient anchorage,— 
probably the nearest stopping place to Laskeek village. There is a 
yuined Indian house in the cove. The western end of Richardson Inlet 
is contracted to a width of about a quarter of a mile, and obstructed by 
asmall island and several recks. The tide runs through the passage 
with considerable force, and it is unsuited as an approach to Echo Har- 
bour, though the most direct way in from the sea. A-tli Inlet, about 
three miles deep, and with two main arms, was sketched from its outer 
_ It did not appear to be a good harbour. 
~ Logan Inlet is about seven miles in length, with a small bold rock, Logan Inlet. 
covered with trees—Flower-pot Island—in its mouth. One other small 
island lies close to the shore on its southern side, but it is otherwise 
free from obstructions, and constitutes a fine navigable channel, and 
the best approach to Echo Harbour. Vessels should enter to the north 
of Flower-pot Island, and keep on up the centre of the channel. 
Kun-ga Island, as already mentioned, is high, having been estimated at 
1500 feet. Ti-tul Island, small and with low limestone cliffs, lies off 
its north point. Tan-oo and Inner Islands are also bold, rising to 


f 


re 
ie 


Fine timber. 


Dana and Sel- 
wyn Inlets. 


Rock-fish 
Harbour. 


rot 


26 B GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA. 


rounded hills of a nearly uniform heighth of about 800 feet. They are: 
not without some good gravelly beaches, though generally rocky. 

In the inlets and bays just described, in the vicinity of Lyell Island,, 
there is a considerable quantity of fine timber, trees of great stature! 
growing in all moderately level and sheltered places. The most abund- - 
ant tree here, as elsewhere on theislands is Abies Menziesii. The ‘yel-- 
low cedar,’ Cupressus Nutkatensis, occurs rather sparingly toward the 
heads of the inlets. The Laskeek or Klue Indian village, is situated oni 
the eastern extremity of Tan-oo Island. It is one of the most populous 
still remaining in the Queen Charlotte Islands. 

The two northern inlets from Laskeek Bay may be called Dana and 
Selwyn Inlets. In the mouth of Dana Inlet is a small, high, rocky 
island, of rounded form, which may be called Helmet Island. A second 
small island is near it, and from most points of view the channel be++ 
tween the two is not seen. Care must be taken to avoid mistaking this 
island for Flower-pot Island, in the mouth of Logan Inlet. Dana Inlet: 
is six and a half miles long, and runs nearly due westward, with bold! 
shores. At its extremity it turns northward, communicating by a} 
narrow but apparently deep passage with Selwyn Inlet, and thus cut-- 
ting off Tal-un-kwan Island, seven miles in length. The hills on this) 
island are rounded and regular in form, and rise to elevations of from} 
800 to 900 feet. Selwyn Inlet runs westward, parallel to the last, for’ 
about seven miles, and then turning north-westward, runs for a like) 
distance in that direction, giving off three arms, one of which forms at | 
high-water a passage for canoes into the upper part of Cumshewa} 
Inlet, and separates Louise Island from the main shore. A small island | 
lies off the north entrance point, with a low rock off it. The remainder’ 
of the east-and-west reach of the inlet appears to be free from obstruc-- 
tions, with the exception of a small rock near the south shore. After} 
giving the islets at the north entrance point a wide berth, a vessel’ 
should keep the north shore on board, til lin five miles the entrance: 
of Rock-sish Harbour is reached. This harbour is formed by a book | 
shaped projection of low land, at the angle of Selwyn Inlet. It runs in| 
westward for about a mile and a half, with a width of about half a mile, 
and an average depth of about fifteen fathoms. It is a secure and well-. 
sheltered anchorage, more easily entered than Cumshewa Harbour, 
The west branch of Selwyn Inlet was estimated to run four miles west 
south-westward, and cannot be more than nine or ten miles from the 
upper arms of Mitchell or Gold Harbour, of the west coast. A low 
valley was observed to run some distance westward from the head of 
this branch. Of the two remaining arms of Selwyn Inlet, one appears 
to end blindly in about two miles, the second running north-north-east- 
ward, forms the communication with Cumshewa Inlet already alluded 
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These upper arms of the inlet ale environed by high and rugged 
ountains, of which, however, owing to persistently wet weather, no 
food view was obtained. The passage to Cumshewa is narrow and 
walled in at both sides by mountains which rise very steeply from it. 
The land on Louise Island to the north of Rock-fish Harbour is also 
very high and bold. Like those before described, the shores of this 
inlet are densely wooded. 

_ The positions of Reef Island and the Low Islands in Laskeek Bay have 
not been fixed with any accuracy, and they are merely sketched on the 
map. The first-named is steep along the water’s edge, and a reef runs 
about half a mile southward from it. 


_ From the mouth of Selwyn Inlet, the coast runs north-eastward for Coast between 
. : : L 
seven miles, with several small bays, fully open to the sea, and gener- Gouckewra 


ally rocky. About mid-way a remarkable limestone point, named 
Point Vertical, from the attitude of the beds, projects. It is connected 
with the main shore by a narrow spit, on which stands an Indian 
house. North of it are two small islands,—Limestone Islands,—behind 
which the tide, running southward along the coast, forms a race at ebb. 
kedans Bay is strewn with sunken rocks and fully open, and should on 
10 account be entered by vessels. A large stream enters its head, 
which can be seen at some distance inland forming a high waterfall, 
an d which, according to the Indians, flows out of a lake of some size high 
he head of a small bay or cove—very rocky—which indents the south 
ide of a narrow isthmus, connecting two remarkable nipple-shaped 
ls with the main shore. This peninsula is situated at the south en- 
rance point to Cumshewa Inlet, and between it and the Skedans 
islands lying off, the tide forms arace. The Skedans Islands form a 
mark in entering Cumshewa Inlet from the south, but are only sketched 
onthe map. They are low and tree-clad. 


~ Cumshewa Harbour, of the Admiralty chart, is shown as about five Cumshewa 
niet. 


niles in depth. This opening is in reality, however, a long inlet, run- 
jing westward fifteen miles, and sending a prolongation southward to 
Selwyn Inlet. It differs in its somewhat greater width, and the low 
sharacter of the land on its northern shore from the inlets to the south, 
and in fact marks the junction, on the east coast of the island, of the 
mountain region and flat country underlain by the comparatively un- 
disturbed Cretaceous rocks. There is more beach along the shores than 
in the southern inlets, and wide tide-flats, indicating shoaler water, 
yhich is not only found in the inlet itself, but now extends far off the 
eoast. The shores are quite bold, however, in some places toward the 
head of the inlet, and the water probably deep. The mountains south 
of the extremity of the inlet and on Louise Island are high and carry 


mong the mountains. The Skedans village forms a semi-circle round gkedans village- 
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snow in abundance, which doubtless lasts all summer. These appear’ 
about as high as any yet seen, from which it is evident that the axiall 
range does not gradually die away northward, but is here suddenly in- 
terrupted. North of the extremity of the inlet, some miles back from; 
the shore, rounded hills estimated at about 1000 feet are seen. 
Outside the mouth of Cumshewa Inlet, north of the Skedans Islands, 
the depth is pretty uniform at about twenty fathoms, with a shelly an 
gravelly bottom. An extensive reef lies nearly a mile off the northern 
entrance point of the inlet, in a south-easterly bearing, with a second, 
seen only at low-water, nearly half a mile further out in the same di-+ 
rection. A vessel coming from the north should, therefore, keep welll 
off the shore till the Cumshewa rocks are passed, and then stand in to 
the entrance in a north-westerly course. Cumshewa Island, of the 
chart, is a small barren rock. Kin-gui Island, just within the north en- 
trance point, on the north side of the inlet, bristles with dead trees, 
and can be recognized easily. About a mile further in is the narrow 
channel by which the inlet must be entered. This is about half a mile 
wide, lying between the north shore of the inlet, and northern edge of: 
a very extensive shoal which runs out from the south shore, with a 
broadly triangular form. When the southern point of the peninsula 
which projects from the north shore of Cumshewa Inlet, bears N. 65° 
30’ (8. 88° W. Mag.), the northern edge of the wide shoal is just cleared. | 
The least depth in the channel is, according to the Admiralty sketch 
(No. 2168), seven to eight fathoms, but as the sketch is otherwise incor- 
rect, too much confidence should not be placed in this measurement. 
A few patches of the shoal dry at low tide, but the greater part of its! 
extent is indicated only by the kelp which grows thickly on it during 
the summer. 
Within the narrows, on the north shore, is a cove, where a small 
house for the purpose of trade with the natives was built some years 
ago, but is now abandoned. The tide-flats are wide, but off them a| 
small schooner may find a pretty secure anchorage, though the tide—| 
which runs strongly in the mouth of this inlet—sweeps round the 
cove. 
Cumshewa Indian village is situated on the north side of the inlet, 
the houses being arranged along the shore of a bay which faces south-| 
eastward, A small rocky island which may be called Village Island, 
lies off it, and is connected with the main shore at low-tide. | 
The ruins of an abandoned village exist on the outer point near Cum-- 
shewa Island, but this one has probably never been of great im- 
portance, 
On the sketch of Cumshewa, published by the Admiralty, an an- 
chorage with eleven and twelve fathoms of water is shown behind the 


| 
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Peninsula. This is a mistake, as the bay there is quite shallow. The 

best anchorage for a large vessel is probably to be found on the south 

side, nearly opposite the Peninsula, and abreast a stretch of low land 

at the entrance of a large stream. 

| From the entrance to Cumshewa Inlet, the coast runs north-north- Coast between 
westward to Spit Point, at the south side of Skidegate Inlet, a distance guiiete °"* 
of sixteen miles. It is indented by two considerable bays, the northern a 
of which may be called Copper Bay, trom the fact that some work has 

peen done here at one time in examining a deposit of copperore. The 

Jand is low, and very different in appearance;from that of the coast 
southward. In a few places it rises at the shore to a height of about 

200 feet, and generally attains this elevation at some distance inland. 

The projecting points are generally low and flat, formed of gravel de- 
bposits, elsewhere referred to as probably indicating a slight ‘elevation 

of the land. In correspondence with the change in the character of 

the land, the beach becomes fiat, and shoal water extends far off shore. 

Near Cumshewa the beaches are almost entirely composed of boulders, 

but show more gravel and sand toward Skidegate, though plentifully 
strewn with erratics, especially near the projecting points. The sur- 

face of the country is densely wooded with trees of large size. Spit 
Point is low, and composed of sand deposits, which extending north- 

ward form the bar or shoal which stretches across the entrance to 


Kkidegate Inlet. 
The country on the north side of the entrance to Skidegate is also Entrance to 


low. The shoal just referred to runs across from Spit Point toward eee 
awn Hill, which may be considered as marking the outer north point 

‘of the inlet. The ship entrance is from the north, with a least depth 

of 11 fathoms. The bar may also be crossed, however, with 34 fathoms 

of water south of the Bar Rocks, opposite Dead Tree Point. As Skide- 

ate Inlet has been surveyed and a reliable map is published by the 

Admiralty (No. 48), it will be unnecessary to add further remarks as 

9 its navigation. The bar is remarkable in sloping off very gradually 

eaward, while toward the inlet it dips steeply down into water of 


0 or 30 fathoms. 
_ Skidegate Inlet runs wes 


t-south-westward. At about eight miles Skidegate Inlet 
-om the bar it is contracted to a width of about a mile and a half 
between Image Point and that on the north-east side of Alliford Bay. 
Within this it opens widely, forming two great expansions, which are 
separated by Maude Island. The eastern part of the northern expan- 
n is called Bear Skin Bay on the chart, while its western extremity, 
burning north-westward, forms Long Arm; the total length of the 
Tnlet from the bar to the head of Long Arm being about twenty-one 
‘miles. The deposit of coal which has been mined is situated in the 
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angle east of Long Arm, and was reached by a small railway from 

Anchor Cove. Many islands, of which the largest is named Lina Island | 
on the chart, are scattered in the northern expansion of the inlet. | 
The southern expansion may be called South Bay. It holds one large 

island—South Island—and at its western side passes into a narrow 

water which becomes Skidegate Channel, and communicates westward 

with the ocean. 

From the east shore of the islands the country rises gradually till at 
the narrow portion of the inlet, at Image Point, hills exceeding 1000 | 
feet in altitude border it on both sides. Further westward the moun- 
tains increase in height and become more rugged, till the mountainous 
axis of the islands is reached. This crosses the inlet at Long Arm, 
and shows several summits between 3000 and 4000 feet high, some of | 
which carry a little snow all summer on their shady sides. Their 
outlines are not remarkably rugged. On the eastern flanks of the range 
the mountains in several places show long slopes with steep escarp- 
ments and other peculiarities of form usually found where they are 
composed of massive tilted strata. These are in this instance those of 
the coal-bearing Cretaceous series. Westward of the axis the moun- 
tains are again lower, with rounded forms. | 

Many small streams flow into Skidegate Inlet, but none deserving to 
be called rivers. The most considerable is that which has been called | 
the Slate Chuck on the chart. It reaches the inlet about a mile north 
of Anchor Cove, coming from a wide and low valley which runs north- 
westward into the mountain range, and is nearly parallel to that oceu- 
pied by Long Arm. Slate Chuck Brook is so called from the fact, | 
mentioned by Mr. Richardson,* that from a quarry a few miles up its | 


‘course the Indians obtain the dark shaly material from which they 


make carvings. The Indians now appear to know little about the 

upper part of the Slate Chuck, but say that it comes from a large lake, 
from the other end of which (or near it) flows a stream which reaches | 
the head of Masset Inlet. In former years this route was occasionally _ 
used, part of the distance being accomplished in canoe and part on foot _ 
through the woods. Of late years it issupposed to have become impas- | 
sable from windfall due to fires. The Ya-koun River was pointed out to 

me in Masset Inlet as that by which part of the journey was made, _ 
The distance in a straight line between tide-water at the two points 
indicated is about twenty-five geographical miles, or twenty-eight and _ 


‘a half statute miles, 


The shores of Skidegate Inlet are not so bold as those of the fiords 
to the south, and are generally fringed with a beach of greater or less 
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* Report of Progress, 1872-3, p. 61, 
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’ width. The surrounding country is densely wooded, and in the valleys 
or where the land forms a flat border near the sea, timber of magnifi- Fine timber. 
: = growth is found. In the cove at Image Point some rude buildings 
“have been erected in connection with the dog-fish fishery, in which 
two persons were engaged at the time of our visit. Halfa mile inland 
y few trees have been felled for the purpose of obtaining wood for 
ee rcls, and a little opening made which enables one to form some 
idea of the straightness and size of the trees composing the forest. 
_ These are chiefly Menzies spruce (Abies Menziesii), and yield a clean 
white wood of moderately fine grain, and apparently well suited for 

the manufacture of lumber. 
___ The Skidegate Indian village is nearly half a mile in length, con- Indian villages. 
sisting of a row of houses, with the usual carved posts, fronting on 
_ Village Bay of the chart. A second village is situated on the east end 
rn Maude Island. This is quite new, having been formed by the Kuper 

Inlet (or ‘ Gold Harbour’) Indians within a few years. 
_ From South Bay, Skidegate Channel runs nearly due westward Skidesate 
fifteen miles to the Pacific. Six miles from its western opening it 
4 bifurcates, one arm running probably about west-south-westward, and 
forming an island of the region between it and the main channel. 
A About mid-way from South Bay to the west coast, North Arm runs 
northward about two anda half miles. From South Bay to Log Point— 
eight and a half miles—the channel is quite contracted, but two parts 
_ of it are particularly so, and may be called the East and West Narrows. 

The first includes three miles of the channel, which does not average 
~ over a quarter of a mile in width, and in one place is contracted to 
about 200 feet. At high tide this has the appearance of being a deep 
5 open channel with a few small rocky islands and rocks only, but at 

low water it becomes almost dry for long stretches, with a small and 
tortuous water-way between gravelly banks. The West Narrows is at Hast and West 
~ Log Point, is much shorter than the last, and probably not less than 
" two cables in width where least. It is very shoal, however, over a 
A great part of its width, with several rocks in the centre near the 
deepest channel. The tides from the east and west meet about the 
ast Narrows. The current runs through the channel with great 
- force, probably at the rate of five knots in several places. A small 
schooner might be brought through Skidegate Channel, passing the 
narrows at slack water of high tide. She could not be taken through 


both narrows, however, at one tide, as the slack water lasts for a very 
short time. The channel can only be considered navigable for boats 


and canoes. 
At Log Point the chan 
continues to widen sligh 


nel suddenly becomes about a mile wide, and 
tly till it opens to the ocean, affording no 
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sheltered anchorage. Two miles west of Log Point, the south-western 
branch of the channel runs off, going first southward for about a mile. 


At this point it is blocked by the delta of a brook of some size, which | 


enters from the south-east. A bank has been formed here, which dries 
for a width of at least a quarter of a mile at low water, and even at 
high tide cannot have more than four feet of water on it. This passage 
is therefore only adapted for canoes or boats, and is used by the 


Indians when travelling between Skidegate and Port Kuper. A vessel. 
entering the north arm of Skidegate Channel from the west might | 


probably find a secure anchorage in the entrance to the south-west 
arm just mentioned. 

The central portion of Skidegate Channel, though narrow, occupies 
the middle of a valley of some width, and is bordered generally on both 
sides by low wooded land, sloping gradually up to the foot of the 
mountains, which rise to elevations between 1000 and 1500 feet. This 
is also the case with the arm which projects northward, and a trans- 
verse low valley connects this with that occupied by the Long Arm. 
Beyond Log Point the channel assumes the general character of the 
inlets of the west coast. The shores become steep and rocky, with 
little or no beach. The trees covering the hills become scrubby in 


appearance, and are mingled with much dead wood. Scarcely any 


soil clothes the slopes, and-entensive patches of bare rock become 
evident among the foliage. The higher mountains are from 1500 to 
2000 feet in height. Their summits are frequently bare, and show the 
characteristically green tint due to a sphagneous covering of moss, and 
small bushes, as distinguished from the usual sombre hue of the conifers. 
The ‘yellow cedar’ (Cupressus Nutkatensis) becomes abundant toward 
the west coast, but is generally of no great size. ; 

The distance from Lawn Hill at the entrance to Skidegate, to Rose 
Point is forty-six miles. The coast in some respects resembles that 
between Cumshewa and Skidegate, and is straight and open, with no 
harbour, and scarcely even a creek or protected cove for canoes or 
boats for long distances. The beach is gravelly, and sometimes coarsely 
stony, to the Tl-ell River. Beyond this it becomes sandy, and though 
not without some gravel, continues to hold this character to Rose 
Point. Lawn Hill is evidently formed by an outcrop of Tertiary 
voleanic rocks elsewhere described. For many miles northward, banks 
of clays and sands are found along the shore, and for about seventeen 
miles northward from the Tl-ell River these frequently rise into cliffs 
fifty to one hundred feet in height. These are generally wearing away 
under the action of the waves, and trees and stumps may be noticed in 
various stages of descent to the beach. In some places dense woods of 
fine upright clear trees are thus exposed in section, and there must be 
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- much fine spruce timber on the wide low country which stretches 
_ back from the shore toward Masset Inlet. Veryfrequently the timber 
seen on the immediate verge of the cliffs and along the shore is of an 
_ inferior quality, owing to its exposed position. The soil where shown go), 
_ in the cliffs is generally quite sandy, or peaty in hollow places in which 
water has collected. Sand hills, or elevations resembling such, are 
seen in some places in section in the cliffs, and it is likely that further 
inland where these are not found the soil has a better character, though 
the fact that the upper layers of the drift deposits are of sand and 
gravel renders it probable that it is generally light. 
North of the range of cliffs the shore is almost everywhere bordered Sand hills and 
. by sand hills, which are covered with coarse grass, beach-pea Hag eoe= 
_ other similar plants, and would afford fine grazing for cattle. Behind 
_ these are woods, in some places burnt and the trees generally under- 
' sized and scrubby. This part of the coast is also characterized by 
_ lagoons, and is evidently making, by the banking up of the sand 
under the action of the sea. The largest of the lagoons opens at Cape 
, Fife of the chart, running southward some miles, and according to the 
Indians communicating withasecond further inland. The mouth ofthis 
forms a safe harbour for boats or canoes at high tide, but is nearly dry 
at low water. 
The Tlell River just alluded to reaches the sea ten and a half miles Tlell River. 
north of Boulder Point, at the entrance to Skidegate. Itis astream of 
some size. For about three miles above its mouth it runs nearly 
_ parallel to the shore, about half a mile back, and separated by a low 
swampy strip of land of that breadth only from the sea. This land is 
of comparatively modern formation, being composed of sand and gravel 
banked up by the action of the waves. It is partly open and in part 
covered with spruce trees of no great size. A ruined Indian house, Ruined house. 
which must have been very large, stands about three miles south of 
the mouth of the river, and near this the Indians say it formerly 
debouched. This is probably correct, though itcan scarcely have been 
during the existence of the building of which traces are now seen. 
- The water of this river is of a dark coffee or amber colour, and asimilar 
- tint distinguishes that of all streams of the northern low part of the 
islands. In the bay to the north of Cape Ball an Indian wile; of Deserted 
which some of the houses are still standing, was formerly situated. 
The Indians report that at very low tides patches of hard clay appear a 
, long way off Cape Ball. They relate further that many years ago a 
‘vessel went ashore on these shoals, and got off only by throwing over- 
board many things, of which one was a brass cannon. On some parts Gold. 
of the shore near Cape Fife magnetic iron sand is abundant, and in this 
numerous ‘colours’ of gold gee easily be found. 
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Rose Point was so named by Douglas in 1788, but is known to the 
Haidas as Wai-koon, or long nose. It is a remarkable promontory, 
dependant apparently on no geological feature, but caused merely by 
the meeting of the currents and waves from the southward and west- 
ward round the corner of the island. The inner part of Rose Point, 
near Cape Fife, does not differ from the low wooded coast to the south, 
though according to Indian accounts there are inland a great number 
of lakes and swamps, which may probably be lagoons like those just — 
referred to, but have become completely land-locked and hold fresh 
water. Further out, where the point is narrower and more exposed, 
it is clothed with small stunted woods, which in turn give place to 
rolling grass-covered sand-hills. Beyond this the narrow gravelly 
point is covered above high-water mark with heaps of drifting sand, — 
and great quantities of bleached timber, logs and stumps piled promis- 
cuously together. The apex of the point is a narrow steep-sided 
gravelly bank, which runs out for a long distance at low water. Two 
small vessels belonging to the Hudson Bay Company have been lost on 
this point, which being so low is very dangerous in dark or thick 
weather, and, in the absence of a survey of the extension of the banks 
off it, should be given a wide berth. 

From Rose, Point to Masset the minor indentations of the shore are 
so slight that it may be described as forming one grand crescentie bay 
twenty-one miles in width. With the exception of a few small rocky 
points the beach is smooth and regular, and almost altogether composed 
of sand, though in some places coarse gravel occurs, and in its steep 
slope above the ordinary high-water mark, evidences the action at 
some times of a*very heavy sea. Low sand-hills generally form a 
border to the woods, which densely cover the land, and grow in dark 
groves, with comparatively little underbush in many places, but 
generally rather scrubby. The trees are chiefly Abies Menziesii. The — 
water is shoal far off the shore, especially on approaching Masset, 
where kelp forms wide fields at a great distance from the beach. Eight 
miles from Rose Point is the Hi-ellen River, a stream of some size, 
which is frequented by great numbers of salmon in the autumn. Its 
mouth forms a good boat harbour, On its east bank are the ruins of 
an Indian village, on its west Tow Hill, an eminence remarkable in this 
low country, faces the sea with a cliff composed of columnar volcanic 
rocks of Tertiary age. A mile and a half west of the Hi-ellen River 
are several rude houses, inhabited by the Masset Indians during a 
portion of the summer while they are engaged in curing halibut and 
making dog-fish oil. It is uncertain whether Tow Hill or a broad low 
elevation which lies a short distance inland near Cape Fife is the 
Nagdon (evidently a corruption of Nai-koon) Hill of the chart. From 
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4 distance of ten or fifteen miles northward the two appear to lie 
_ together in the axis of Rose Point. 
: The north shore of Graham Island near Masset is generally low, Avproaches to 
_with shoal water extending far off, though at a distance of about ah 
_ twelve miles from shore, in Dixon Entrance, the depth is about 100 
fathoms. At Masset, instead of the wide open bays generally met 
with, we find a funnel-shaped entrance leading to the narrow waters 
_ of Masset Sound. Masset requires to be approached with great caution 
_ by vessels, as, according to the sketch published by the Admiralty, a 
_ bar with only about 3 fathoms of water stretches across between 
_ the outer points. On the map accompanying this report the bar is 
indicated according to the sketch referred to, which may be approxi- 
mately correct only. Inside the bar the depth increases to 9 and 11 
fathoms, and anchorage in 10 fathoms is found in a bay on the east 
side, opposite the chief Indian village. The strength of the tide, how- 
_ ever, renders this a poor stopping place. Owing to the great expansion 
_ of the upper part of Masset Inlet, the current continues to run up the 
- sound, opposite Masset, for about two and a half hours after the water 
; is falling by the shore, while the ebb runs out for about three hours 
_ after the tide has begun to rise on the beach. 
: The village just mentioned is called Ut-te-was, and here is situated a Missionstation, 
4 Hudson Bay post—the only one on the Islands—and a station of the 


= Ow 


Church Missionary Society, in charge at the time of our visit, in 

_ August, 1878, of Rev. Mr. Collison. The station has now been estab- 
A lished for two years. About a mile south of this place, also on the 
- east shore, is a second village, and on the opposite sideathird. Though 
is all these are now decaying and with comparatively few inhabitants, 
_ Masset must at one time bave been a very populous place. 
The land in the vicinity of Masset is all low, no hills being visible. Country about 
It is generally densely timbered with fine spruce trees, but there are nee 
reports of ‘prairies’ in the interior, which may not improbably be 
‘swamps. Three miles up the sound a lagoon or arm runs off on the 

east side. At thisplace the land pretty suddenly attains an elevation 
of 100 feet or more, spreading back in a flator gently undulating plain 
at this level. Where seen in the banks this is formed of drift deposits. 
Clays and gravels below, hard-bedded sands above. Nearly opposite 
this place, on the west side is Maast Tsland, which appears to have 
given its name to the entire inlet. It lies across a bay, which seems 

t first sight to offer better anchorage than that already referred to. 
The island is, however, low and sandy, and a great part of the bay or 
passage behind it is dry at low water. The length of Masset Sound Masset Sound. 
from its seaward entrance to the point at which it expands widely is 
It is about a mile in average width, and though 


nineteen miles. 
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slightly tortuous, preserves nearly the parallelism of its sides. The 
depth, ascertained in a few places, varies from 10 to 12 fathoms. A 
number of little streams enter at the sides, most of which, according to 
Indian reports, have their sources in small lakes. Four and a_ half. 
miles from the southern or inner end of the sound, where its trend. is 
nearly south-west and north-east, a narrow passage runs off nearly 
due southward, joining the expanded portion of Masset Inlet, and form- 
ing a large island, the general altitude of which is somewhat less than 
that of most of the surrounding country. This passage is partly dry 
at low water, but is occasionally used by. the Indians: in.canoes, 

Great expan- | At its southern end, the narrow part of the inlet—which has, been 

i called the sound—expands suddenly to a great sheet of inland water, 
which with an extreme east and west length of seventeen miles, has a. 
breadth where widest of five and a half miles. This, to the northward 
and eastward is bounded by continuous low wooded land, probably 
based throughout on drift deposits like those seen in Masset Sound and 
on the east coast of the island; to the west and south by hills, rising 
to mountains in the distance. Even these, however, are comparatively 
rounded in form, and probably never exceed 1500 feet in height, The 
northern and southern shores are of even contour, and often bordered 
by. wide shoals. covered, with boulders. The western half of the 
expansion is studded with islands, and it is rather irregular in outline, 
forming four large bays or inlets with intervening mountainous points, 
The shores are here steep, with narrow bouldery beaches sloping down 
at once into deep water. About the heads of the inlets, and near the 
mouths of streams only, are small areas of flat ground found. Of these 
inlets that which reaches furthest southward. is called by the Indians 
Tin-in-ow-e. 

"Tso0-skatli. On the south side of this great expansion, five miles from its eastern 
extremity, is a narrow passage, the mouth uf which is partly blocked 
by islands, but which leads into a second great expansion called by the 
Indians T'’soo-skatli, or ‘the belly of the rapid.’ The largest of the islands 
in this passage is called Slip-a-ti-a. A small one to the east of it (and 
connected with it at low tide) Chitz. A third, to the south of the first 
and in the middle! of the passage, Hlout. Kelp grows abundantly in 
the channels on both sides of the islands, which cannot therefore be 
very deep. The tide runs through them with great yelocity, especially 
at ebb, when in the western channel it forms a true rapid, with much 

Second expan- white water. The upper expansion, or Tsoo-skatli, is nine and a half | 
miles in length, and much less in width than the first. Its eastern 
side, as in the first, is formed of low. land, while its south-western | 
extremity is a long fiord-like inlet. In this upper expansion there are 
many islands, the largest of which (Has-keious Island) is nearly a mile 
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in diameter and about 200 feet high. The eastern portion of the south 
shore is rocky, and, sloping very gradually down below the water- 
-level, gives rise to a complication of small islets and rocks. On the 
east side of Tsoo-skatli, two and a half miles from its extremity, is a 
rather remarkable hill, ( Zow-us-tas-in) with a steep cliff on one side, to 
which the Indians have attached a curious story. The north-eastern part 
of Tsoo skatli has a depth of from 10 to 16 fathoms. The depth of the 
north-western part, about the centre between the large island and the 
mainland, was ascertained in one place to be 23 fathoms. That of the 
south-western arm is probably considerably greater. 
; Many streams flow into these upper expansions of Masset Inlet, of old routes to 
é which several well deserve to be called rivers. The largest is probably otis 
_ that which is known as Ya-koun, and enters the south-eastern corner of 
the northern expansion of the inlet, in the bottom of a shoal bay. 
- About the mouth of the river are large sandy flats, dry at low tide. It 
_ was formerly navigable for small canoes a long way up, and is reported 
to head in a large lake which, probably, like the expansions of Masset 
Inlet, lies along the junction of the hilly and low countries. This is 
the stream mentioned on a former page as forming a portion of the 
disused route from Masset to Skidegate. According to one account, 
the distance to be traversed on foot, after proceeding up the river as 
far as possible, is about half a day’s journey. A trail from near the 
mouth of this river also formerly led eastward to the old Indian village 
néar Cape Ball; but owing to heavy windfall caused by fire, both this 
and the navigation of the river have been given up. On the west side 
of the bay at the mouth of this river are a few small houses, which are 
inbabited during the salmon fishing season. 
The Ma-min River joins the Tsoo-skatli expansion at its east end, and gatering rivers 
has a wide delta-flat about its mouth. It is navigable by small canoes 
for several miles, but is much obstructed by logs. It probably rises in 
a lake among the mountains to the south-west. The A-wun River, 
joining the first expansion of the inlet from the south, some miles 
west of the entrance to Tsoo-skatli, was not particularly examined, 
and may not be large. It is said to rise in a lake, The Ain River, 
entering the same expansion from the north-west, is an important 
stream. There are several Indian houses which are occupied in summer 
about its mouth, and two about half a mile up its course. It is said to 
flow out of a very large fresh-water lake of the same name, the river 
itself being short. The lake is filled with islands, and is a favourite 
berrying place in the autumn. In winter it is frozen completely over. 
The rise and fall of the spring tides at the entrance of Masset Sound Trregularities 
was estimated at about fourteen feet, but owing to the length of the ; 
narrow sound, the first expansion has a tide of from eight to ten feet 


; 
zi 
F 
G 
4 
B 


38 B GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA. 


only, and the second or Tsoo-skatli still less, about six feet. On 
August 13th it was high water at the entrance of Masset Sound at 
1h. 15m. P.M., while in the narrow entrance to Tsoo-skatli, twenty- 
three and a half miles distant, the flood had just caused a reversal of 
the current at Oh. 20m. 

ee Vira The coast between Masset and Virago Sounds is everywhere low, 

and differs from that east of Masset in being rocky or covered with 
boulders. No wide sandy bays occur. The points are generally of 
low rocks, dark in colour and of Tertiary age. The water is shoal far 
off shore, with wide fields of kelp. The trees along the shore are not 
of great size, and are interspersed with occasional open grassy spaces. 

NadenHarbour Virago Sound, constituting the entrance to Vaden Harbour, is situated 
in the bottom of a deep bay, in which, according to the Admiralty 
sketch, the water averages about 4 fathoms in depth. The shoalest 
water lies a little outside the narrow sound, and is 3} fathoms. In the 
sound the water is from 8 to 15 fathoms. The sound is less than two 
miles in length, and leads into a spacious harbour about four miles in 
greatest length, and two in width, with an average depth of 8 to 10 
fathoms. Low land densely wooded with spruce (A. Menziesii) and 
hemlock (A. Mertensiana) of fine growth borders the whole harbour. 
Rock appears on the shore only near the bottom of the harbour and at 
the Kung Indian village, in the sound. The south-eastern shore of the 
harbour is low, with wide tide-flats, the north-western comparatively 
bold. On the sketch of the harbour which accompanies the report, 
the soundings in the bay.and sound, with the outlines of the shoals, 
are adapted from the Admiralty sketch before referred to. Owing to 
the inaccuracies in form of the older plan, the channel may not be 
quite correctly laid down, and should be navigated with caution. 

Widen River: The Naden River enters the harbour at its south-east corner, and is 
probably the largest river on the Queen Charlotte Islands. It flows 
from a large lake, which according to the Indian avcounts must be ten 
miles or more in diameter. A canoe can be poled up the river in 
about half a day to the lake, but the stream has lately become encum- 
bered with many fallen trees. We rowed nearly two miles up the 
river in a large boat at high tide. Its general course is a few degrees 
west of south, and with the exception of a few swampy flats, its banks 
are densely wooded. Several smaller streams enter the harbour; one, 
in the south-west corner, is called Te-ka by the Indians, on the 
Admiralty sketch Stanley River. 

Sites for saw- Before many years extensive saw-mills will doubtless be established 
on Naden Harbour. It is well situated for the export of lumber. The 
quality of the spruce timber is excellent, and besides the immediate 


shores of the harbour, logs might probably be run down the Naden 
River from the lake above. 
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The Kung Indian village stands on the margin of a crescentic sandy Indian villages. 
beach on the west side of Virago Sound, facing southward. It is now 
_ being abandoned for the new Ya-tza village to the north-west. Opposite 
the Kung village is a good anchorage. 
From Naden Point, on the west side of the bay of Virago Sound, the 
general trend of the shore-line is west-north-westward for about seven- 
teen miles to Knox Cape, forming the north-western extreme of 
Graham Island. The shore and country behind it are generally low, 
though with some rocky cliffs of no great height. The points are 
rocky, but wide gravelly or sandy bays intervene. Some rocks occur 
at a little distance off shore, but there is no appearance of a wide 
shoal belt like that found east of Masset. Klas-kwun Point is a remark- Klas-kwun 
able promontory, rising in the centre to a hill about 200 feet in height, oe 
which, owing to the flat character of other parts of the shore, is visible 
for along distance. In a rocky bay to the east of the point, and quite 
open to the north-eastward, is the new Ya-tza Indian village. Half- 
way from Klas-kwun Point to the east entrance to Parry Passage is 
the Jal-un River. This stream is of no great size, but its mouth, in Jal-un River. 
the bottom of a little bay, forms an excellent canoe or boat harbour at 
high water, and appears to be a favourite camping place of travelling 
Indians. Three miles further westward is a small promontory, on the 
-east side of which is another excellent boat harbour. To the west is a 
wide bay, which may be called Pillar Bay, from a very remarkable Pillar Bay. 
rock which stands in it. This is a columnar mass of sandstone and 
conglomerate, about twenty-five feet in diameter and ninety-five feet 
high. The summit is sloping and covered with some small bushes. 
It is separated by water from the main shore at high tide, but rises 
from a sandy and stony flat at low water. The Haida name of this 
remarkable object is Hla-tad-zo-woh. 
Parry Passage, so named after the late Sir E. Parry, separates North Parry Passage. 
Island from Graham Island. The passage proper is about two miles in 
length, with an average width of three-quarters of a mile, and opens 
westward into Cloak Bay of Dixon. Off the point on the south of the 
eastern entrance is & low rock, with a second reef covered at high 
water a little further out, rendering it necessary to enter with a south- 
westerly course. Lucy Island, on the north shore of the passage, is 
separated from the south shore of North Island by a narrow channel, 
on the north shore of which is a small Indian village, which was in 
- former years a place of importance, and is evidently that called Tar- 
tanne by Douglas. A reef runs off the east end of Lucy Island, and a 
wide shoal with kelp stretches eastward from the shore of the southern 
extremity of North Island. Between these the channel extends with 
8 to.11 fathoms of water. Abreast the Indian village the depth in the 
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Indian villages. Channel is 6 fathoms. Two deserted Indian villages (Kak-oh and 


Cape Knox. 


Lepas Bay. 


North Island. 


Kioo-sta) lie on the south side of Parry Passage, near its west entrance. 
The water is here shoal and rocky for some distance off shore, and off 
the entrance point a sandstone reef runs northward half-way across 
the passage. On the north side, west of Lucy Island, is a deep cove, 
with high banks and cliffs surrounding it. This is doubtless that 
referred to as Henslung in Imray’s Pilot, and said to be a good 
anchorage. Bruin Bay, abreast of Lucy Island on the south side of 
the channel, may also be used as an-anchorage. Tt is, however, rather 
open to the north-east, and is not sheltered from the tide, which forms 
a race in Parry Passage. The flood runs eastward, leaving the east 
end of the passage with a north-easterly direction. The ebb runs in 
the opposite direction, and sets round the point west of Henslung with 
great force. Cloak Bay forms the western entrance to Parry Passage, 
lying between the south-west shore of North Island and Cape Knox. 
It is about two and a half miles wide, with a similar depth. Some 
rocks on which the sea breaks only in heavy weather lie some distance 
off the North Island shore, and there are also a couple of remarkable 
pointed islands on this side. The east side of North Island affords no 
good anchorage. Cape Knox is along narrow tongue of land, on which 
are afew low hills. It appears to be formed throughout of the same hard 
intrusive rock as Lucy Island, and may be considered as representing a 
gigantic dyke of this material running in an east and west direction. 
Its south side is bold, and off it lie several rocks, the farthest out at a dis- 


tance of about three and a half miles offthe cape. On these the swell of 


the Pacific never ceases to break with great fury. A rough trail about 
a mile in length leads from the Kioo-sta Indian village across the neck 
of land at the base of the promontory of Cape Knox to Lepas Bay on 
the open west coast. From the point to the south of the bay a con- 
siderable range of the coast to the south-westward can be seen. It is 
rough, with cliffs and pinnacles of rock, and breakers extend far off the 
coast, 

North Island is entirely composed of low land, no point probably 
reaching a height of 300 feet. It is densely wooded. The land to the 
south of Parry Passage is similar in character. From Lucy Island, at 
the western extremity of North Island, hills of some height are seen 
coming out to the coast nearly abreast of Frederick Island, about 
fifteen miles to the south-westward. From this point of view Frederick 
Island is well open from the main shore, a fact showing the inaccuracy 
of the outline of the islands as represented on the Admiralty chart 
(No. 2430.) 

According to the notes given in Imray’s Pilot, before referred to, the 
west coast, from Parry Passage to Frederick Island, appears to afford 
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_no shelter, consisting of several open bays with outlying rocks. Hippa west Coast. 


Tsland is said to be high and bold seaward, and the portion of the coast 


_ in its vicinity more broken than that to the north, and with deeper 


inlets and apparently fewer rocks lying off. A large high island is said 


to be situated on the north side of the entrance to Skidegate Channel, 
while another island, much smaller and peaked, stands out clear of the 
land at about three or four miles further northward. Kuper or 
Kennedy Island has a channel on each side leading into Mitchell or 
Gold Harbour. The north or Inskip Channel is eight and a half miles Inskip Channel 
long by about half a mile wide. A little without its entrance are some 
small islands, but no difficulty is found in discovering the passage in. 
No bottom was obtained in the channel at 60 fathoms, but a cast was 
obtained at the entrance at 35 fathoms on a halibut bank. On the north 
side, about three and a half miles up the channel is a deep opening, and 
where Inskip and Moore Channels meet are two additional openings to 
harbours, with some small islands lying near them. 
Moore Channel, on the south side of Kuper Island, was surveyed by Moore Channel: 
TLM.S. Thetis in 1852, at the time that large numbers of adventurers 
from California and elsewhere had collected in the vicinity in search of 
gold. The channel is five miles long, by half a mile wide, with bold 
high shores, covered with trees. No bottom was obtained at 70 fathoms 
in mid-channel. On the north side, just without the entrance are some 
small rocky islands named the Moresby Islands, and on the south side 
a few rocks close inshore. Mitchell or Gold Harbour is about two and Gold Harbour: 
a half miles deep by balf a mile wide, and. is surrounded by precipi- 
tous and densely wooded hills 700 to 800 feet in height. At its head is 
Thetis Cove, with a sandy beach and stream of water. At one and 
three-quarter miles up is Sansum Island, with ruins of huts. The 
anchorage lies inside this, in Thetis Cove. Keeping Sansum Island on 
the port hand, the passage is a cable wide, with deep water. The cove 
is quite land-locked, but squalls, with rain, come over the hills with 
considerable violence. Half a mile from the mouth of the harbour, on 
the starboard side going in, is Thorn Rock, with three feet at low water. 
It lies about a cable-length from the shore, and on the opposite side, not 
quite so far from the land, is a second roc. With a fair wind, and the 
ship kept in mid-channel, nothing is to be feared. One mile westward 
of Mitchell Harbour, and on the same side of Moore Channel, is the 
entrance to Douglas Harbour, which appears to be very similar to 
Mitchell Harbour, and is separated from it only by the Josling 
Peninsula. 
The land being very high 
these harbours, the wind is either 
westing blowing in, those north easting 


on both sides of the channels leading into 
right in or out: winds with any 
out, A sailing vessel leaving 


‘Lasoo Harbour. 


Tidal currents. 


‘Great abund- 
ance of fine 
timber. 


Humid climate 
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Moore Channel with a south-easterly wind should keep well over to 
Hewlett Bay, so as to pass clear of the Moresby Islands, as the wind is 
very unsteady till clear of the high land. 

Cape Henry, three miles south of the entrance to Moore’s Channel, 
ends in a steep slope, with a hillock at its extremity. Eighteen miles 
further south is the entrance to Tasoo Harbour. The intervening coast 
is high, and rises abruptly from the sea. The entrance to Tasoo Har- 
bour is said to be short and narrow, the harbour itself large and deep, 
Anchorage is found near some small islands on the port hand going in. 
From Tasoo Harbour to Houston Stuart Channel is very bold. There 
are several openings which are reported by the Indians to lead to good 
harbours. Louscoone, at the west entrance to Houston Stuart Channel, 
is said to be a good harbour similar to Rose Harbour. 

The time and means at my disposal did not enable me to make a 
survey or geological examination of the west coast of the islands, which 
would require to be carried on during the early summer, which appears 
to be the least boisterous portion of the year. It is a very dangerous 
lee shore for sailing craft, and would, I believe, be most easily dealt 
with in one of the canoes of the country, manned by a good Indian 
crew. 

Strong tidal currents prevail in the waters surrounding the Queen 
Charlotte Islands. The tide from the southward and that which has 
passed round the north end of the island meet between Rose Point and 
Cape Ball. The flood runs northward along the southern part of the 
east coast, and eastward in Dixon’s Entrance. 

The well-known Douglas fir does not occur in the Queen Charlotte 
Islands, finding its northern limit on the outer coast at the north end 
of Vancouver Island. The forest is chiefly composed of Menzies 
spruce (Abies Menziesii), the western cedar (Thuja gigantea) and the 
western hemlock (Abies Mertensiana). The yellow cedar or cypress 
(Cupressus Nutkatensis) also occurs, though seldom in large groves, 
and generally scattered over the more barren and rocky portions of 
the hill slopes. Of the trees above mentioned, Menzies spruce, the 
cedar and the cypress are the most valuable for lumber, and though 
the first-named is not considered equal to the Douglas fir for most 
purposes, it must ere long become valuable, and can be obtained of 
excellent quality and in almost inexhaustible quantity in these islands. 
Skidegate Inlet would be convenient in many respects as a site for saw- 
mills, but Naden Harbour or Masset are better situated for the purpose, | 
affording easy access to a large area of wooded country. 

The great growth of the trees and the comparative immunity of the 
woodland from forest fires depend principally on the damp‘character 
of the climate of the islands, which is also evidenced in many other 
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ways. The heaviest rainfall is, however, local, taking place on the feavy local 
_ western mountainous axis, where the westerly winds surcharged with stil 
_ moisture first meet an impediment in their flow, and are thrown up 

into the cooler regions of the atmosphere. It may often be noted that 

_ while heavy rain is falling on the mountains the sky is comparatively 

_ clear over the strait to the eastward. From this circumstance the 
triangular area of low land forming the north-eastern part of Graham 
Island is not subject to an extremely heavy rainfall, and would appear 

to be well suited to agriculture but for the dense forest covering, which 

at the present time it will not pay to remove. The Hudson Bay Com- Grazing lands. 
pany have a post at Masset, where, for some years, cattle have been 
kept, or rather have kept themselves, grazing on the open sand-hills in 

the vicinity of the coast, and requiring no attention summer or winter. 
Between Masset and Skidegate a considerable number of animals might 

_ live in this way, and it has been proposed to winter mules and horses 

_ from the mines of Cassiar in this country. In winter the rainfall in 

the islands is generally very heavy, with persistently overcast sky, and 
gales more frequent and violent than those experienced on the coast 

- to the southward. No observations on the total annual precipitation 

: exist. “Snow occasionally falls in winter to a considerably depth, but Snow. 
: 
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does not lie long, except in the mountains. In the winter of 1877-78 
_ no snow fell on the low lands. 
; The general remarks on winds given for the coast to the southward stormsand fozs 
‘in the Vancouver Island Pilot (page 4) apply almost equally well to 
those of the Queen Charlotte Islands, so far as the observations made 
in their vicinity show. It would appearfrom the direction of the wind 
ij and behaviour of the barometer that most of the storm centres pass 
eastward to the north of the islands, and it is probable that the sea to 
the northward is more tempestuous than in their vicinity. Fogs do 
not seem to occur with such great frequency as in the southern part of 
¢ the Strait of Georgia. 
The temperature of the surface of the sea was frequently observed Average temp- 
where local circumstances did not appear to interfere with it. The sea. 
temperature at the bottom could not be determined owing to the non- 
arrival of the thermometer ordered for that purpose. Between Victoria 
: and Milbank Sound, by the inner channels, the temperatures taken 
_ every evening from May 28th to June 9th give an average of 54°.1 
’ Fahrenheit. From June 10th to August 28th, forty-two observations 
on different days, all in the vicinity of the Queen Charlotte Islands, 
" give a mean temperature of 53°.8. This may be taken as representing 
pretty accurately the average temperature of the surface water during 
" the three summer months—June, July and August. Seven observations 
in the channels between Port Simpson and Milbank Sound, between 
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August 29th and September 12th, give a mean of 54°.5. Fifteen obser- 
vations between the last mentioned date and October 17th, taken about 
the north end of Vancouver Island, and by the inner channels to Vic- 


toria, give a mean of 50°.7 degrees. Mud brought up in the dredge | 


from one hundred fathoms, in Dixon Entrance, had a temperature of 47°. 

The natives of the Queen Charlotte Islands, as described elsewhere, 
live almost entirely on fish, more especially on the halibut. ‘To the 
north of a line drawn from the entrance of Skincuttle Inlet north-east- 
ward across Hecate Strait, the depth of the water never exceeds 100 
fathoms, and is generally very much less. A similar shallow area, with 
a probable width of ten or twelve miles, borders Graham Island to the 


north, and it is also probably comparatively shoal for some distance off 


the west coast of the northern part of the same island. These banks, 
swept by strong tidal currents, with the shore line of the inlets and 
fiords, constitute the feeding grounds of the halibut and other fishes, 
and by their exceptional extension account for the great abundance of 
fish to be found in the vicinity of the islands. The halibut is doubtless 
the most important, and though it has not yet been found marketable 
either salted or canned, if means were adopted whereby it might be 
carried in a fresh state to the southern markets, an extensive fishery — 
might be maintained. The dog-fish (Acanthus Sukelyi), found in great 
abundance, is taken for the manufacture of oil, and a small establish- 
ment was at work in this business at Skidegate at the time of 
my visit, besides the less systematic operations of the Indians. 
Salmon of two or more species run up most of the streams in large 
numbers, especially in the autumn. They are taken by the natives in 
wiers and by spearing, but as none of the rivers are large, the oppor- 
tunities for establishing canneries are not so good as in other parts of | 
the Province. Herring are very abundant in some places, especially 
in the vicinity of Skidegate, at certain seasons. A species of pollock 
or coal-fish is caught in large numbers on certain parts of the west 
and north coasts of the islands. It is prized by the Indians as a source 


of edible oil which some tribes use instead of that of the oolachen from — 


the Nasse River. The last-named fish does not occur in the vicinity of 
the islands. Flounders and plaice abound in some localities. A true 
cod, probably of the same species as that for which vessels sail from 
San Francisco to the Okhotsk Sea, is found, but is not sought after by 


the Indians, though it may oceur abundantly on certain banks at some — 


seasons. The same remark applies to the mackerel, of which a species 
is found. Smaller fish, such as the various species of rock-cod and the 
shell-fish, which form an important item in the native dietary, it is 
unnecessary to particularize. With the exception of minerals of 
economic value, more fully treated of in a subsequent part of this 
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report, it would appear that the fisheries and forests of the Queen geonomic im- 
Charlotte Islands will constitute their chief claim to attention, till such portanes. 

time as the demand for arable land leads to the utilization of that portion 

of the surface which is fit for farming. 


GEOLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 


General. Remarks on the Rocks of the Queen Charlotte Islands. 


The mountainous axis of the Queen Charlotte Islands from Cape St. Composition of 
James to Skidegate Channel, and probably still further northward as ee ee 
far as Hippa Island, is composed of a mass of much disturbed, and in 
some places highly altered rocks, which have at first sight an appear- 
ance of great antiquity, but are found on closer inspection to owe this 
_ appearance to the inclusion of great masses of easily altered contem- 

poraneous volcanic materials, and to the fact that they have been 
subjected to an extreme of flexure and disturbance which very fre- 

quently takes the character of actual fracture and displacement, as has 

been observed elsewhere on the Pacific coast. To work out the, 
intricacies of these older rocks, which may be looked on as the nucleus 

of the islands, would be a work of time and would involve much 

patient labour. 

In a preceding report on British Columbia it has been found neces- Pa'wozoic and 

sary to include for the present the Paleozoic and Triassic rocks under ie 
a single heading.* They lie together unconformably beneath well 
= characterized Cretaceous beds, but are so much involved that no 

attempt has been made to separate them except locally. In the 

southern part of the interior of British Columbia both Carboniferous 

and Triassic fossils have been found among these older rocks, but no Triassic fossils. 
forms of greater antiquity. In the Queen Charlotte Islands, now 

reported on, fossils have been discovered in the rocks unconformably 
underlying the Cretaceous in a number of places. These serve to 
characterize a certain zone of argillites and limestones, which is fre- 

quently repeated in sections along different parts of the coast, as 
distinctively Triassic ; and show it to represent the so-called Alpine 

Trias which is so largely developed in California and Nevada. No 
forms distinctively Carboniferous or Paleozoic have yet been dis- 
covered, but from the intimate association of Carboniferous and Triassic Possible occur- 
rocks in the southern interior of the Province, and more particularly pee a ee 
from the occurrence of a great mass of rocks largely volcanic in origin oo: 

and believed to be Carboniferous in age, in the southern part of Van- 
couver,—which forms part of the same axis of elevation with the 
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Queen Charlotte Islands,—it is highly probable that rocks of this age 
may come to the surface in some places. Mr. Whiteaves, who has 
examined the fossils, does not find any clearly Triassic forms among 
those from Rose Harbour, the old copper mine in Skincuttle Inlet, and 
the south end of South Island in Skidegate Inlet. The limestones of 
these localities may therefore possibly be of Carboniferous age, and if 
so a large portion of the associated rocks of volcanic origin must be 
attributed to the same period. As it is at present impossible to unravel 
the structural complexity of the sub-Cretaceous rocks of the islands, 
it has been thought best to colour them together on the map as Triassic, 
in correspondence with their characteristic fossils. 

Triassic fossils Though no report is here made on observations in the northern part 

vortsand. of Vancouver Island, it may be mentioned, that Triassic forms identical 
with those from one of the localities on Houston Stewart Channel, 
have been obtained on Forward Inlet and Browning Creek, Quatsino 
Sound. 

Contemporan- | Any unconformity which may have existed between different beds 

oe uesnie of this sub-Cretaceous mass of rocks, may now be masked by their 
complete folding and the great disturbance and fracture to which they 
have been subjected. The occurrence of great masses of contemporan- 
eous volcanic material during both the Triassic and Carboniferous 
periods, in British Columbia, has been demonstrated in former reports ; 
and in the event of the lower and possibly Carboniferous rocks proving 
to be really Triassic, their general character would accord closely enough 
with that of those known elsewhere. 

Rocks of logan The rocks characteristically represented on Logan Inlet, and extend- 

Inlet and 6 Agence Z 

vicinity. ing northward and southward from it in a narrow trough, are evidently 
newer than the greater part of the series of the islands, and their 
lithological resemblance to those contained in the Cretaceous coal- 
bearing series of Skidegate is so great that it is not improbable that 
they may be of the same age. As no beds holding Cretaceous fossils 
have been found in association with these rocks, it has been thought 
best to include them for purposes of description with those mentioned 
above. The area which they occupy is, however, distinguished on 
the map from that of the older rocks, in so far as my observations 
enable me to define it. 


Distmb noe After the deposition of the rocks coloured as Triassic, and before the 
newer series with which the coal is associated began to be formed, a 
period of some disturbance must have intervened, to which a great 
part of the granitoid intrusive rocks of the region are possibly refer- 
able. Portions of these older rocks were raised above the sea level at 
this time, and the deposition of the Cretaceous coal-bearing rocks was 


inaugurated. This did not proceed uninterruptedly, however, for we 


~ 
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| have evidence of the occurrence of a period of great volcanic activity, Cretaceous 
which led to the intercalation of several thousand feet of almost unmixed 7° . 

volcanic products. Following this, without any marked unconformity 
_Was a tranquil period, during which a great thickness of shales and 

shaly sandstones was deposited, and in connection with the earliest 

beds of which the Skidegate coal was formed. The overlying con- 

glomerates probably evidence a period of depression, after which, and 

closing as far as we know the record of the Cretaceous period in this 

region, an upper series of shales and sandstones was produced in a 

shallow and quiet sea. The great period of disturbance and mountain ae 

formation for the region now supervened, and the only record we have E 

of the time elapsing between the Cretaceous and later Tertiary is in 

the flexure, crumpling and fracture of the beds. 
_ It would seem that during the portion of the Tertiary period repre- Conditions dur- 
sented by the rocks of the north-eastern portion of Graham Island, the Pee line 

general relative level of sea and land has not been far different from 

that now obtaining. Wide areas, probably including much swampy 

land, were covered with a dense vegetation which in favourable cir- 
cumstances gave rise to lignite deposits. There may have been several 

minor alterations of level, of one of which we have evidence at Skon-un 
Point, in the stratum with marine shells which overlies the lignites. 
_ The records of the period are closed by the great voleanic flows which 
_ were probably supplied by a number of different centres of eruption, 
the approximate positions of some of which are shown by the coarse 
- agglomerate beds. 
a Notes on the Map. 

The older rocks of the islands, coloured as Triassic, are placed in this Map. 

_ division on the evidence and with the reservations above detailed. 
Those coloured as Cretaceous constitute the coal-bearing series of 
_ Skidegate, and have sometimes been referred to the Jurassic period, 
- though Mr. Whiteaves, on more detailed examination of the fauna, is 
inclined to place them in the Cretaceous. The Tertiary rocks are 
chiefly volcanic, and are supposed to stretch below the low north- 

eastern part of Graham Island, beneath the drift covering. The 
- fossils discovered are not sufficient clearly to prove their Miocene 
; age, but they are classed provisionally as Miocene, as they represent, 
with little doubt, rocks which have been attributed to this period on 
: other parts of the West Coast. Tt should also be remembered, in con- 
sulting the map, that while the divisions are drawn with sufficient 
accuracy on those parts of the coast which have been surveyed and 
examined, the continuation of the lines inland is based on the attitudes 


of the rocks and physical character of the country alone, 


) 


ae 


and that 
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the colouring of the regions of the West Coast which have not been 
visited is hypothetical only. 


TABULAR VIEW OF FORMATIONS REPRESENTED IN THE QUEEN 
CHARLOTTE ISLANDS. 


Sands and gravels. 
Post-Pliocene. { 


Plastic and boulder clays, gravel beds, &c. 
Unconformity, with evidence of some flexure and disturbance. of Tertiary beds. 


Volcanic rocks of the north part. of Graham Island, 


f 

| Sandstones, with marine fossils and lignites of Skun- 
Tertiary,-probably Miocene. { un Point. 
( 


Shales, clays and lignites of Ma-min River and Chin- 
oo-kun-dl Creek. 


Complete. unconformity, with evidence of great, disturbance. Chief period of 
mountain making. 
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. Upper shales and sandstones. 
Coarse conglomerates. 
Cretaceous. Lower shales and sandstones. 


. Agglomerates, 


—— 
Hop Oo pb 


Lower sandstones. 


Unconformity, but without evidence of great disturbance. 
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{ _Agglomerates and ash rocks of Logan Inlet, &c. 
(These possibly represent Subdivision D., supra.) 
Triassic, but i 
TASES), | PUA 9 pOaaenly Flagey calcareous argillites and thin limestones. ~ 


assing below into { 2 
P a Massive limestones. 


Carbonif ; 2 ee é 
b: unk ! Massive dioritic and felspathic volcanic accumula- 
tions, probably including minor limestone beds, occa- 
| sionally schistose. 
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7 TRIASSIO. 

j The rocks seen in the shores of Houston Stewart Channel are every- 

_where very much disturbed, shattered by faults and traversed by Stewart Chan- 
innumerable dykes. This region lies in the line of the mountainous es 

axis of the islands, and though no extensive granitic masses appear 

here, the intensity of the force brought to bear on this region is well 

_ exemplified. About the middle of the south-west reach of the channel, 

ina bay on the south-east side, are extensive exposures of limestones 

and flaggy argillites, with general westerly dips. The limestones are 

generally in thin beds, bluish-black on fresh fracture, and frequently | 

foetid when struck. They are cherty, and contain blackish rounded 

masses or root-like concretions of silica, and blend with the shales or 

flaggy argillites, which appear to occupy a superior position. The 

argillites are calcareous throughout, and generally each bed is a few 

inches thick, though in some cases finely shaly. Fossils were found 

- in abundance in some of the shaly layers and in the limestones. Mr. 

_J. F. Whiteaves enumerates the following species from this locality. 

| They are evidently synchronous with the so-called Alpine Trias Of pyiassic fossils. 
_ Nevada :— 


EE 


. Amplexus (?), sp. nov. 

. Monotis subcircularis, Gabb. 

. Halobia Lommeli, Wiss. . 

. Sphera Whitneyi (?), Meek. 

. Arcestes Gabbii, Meek. 

; . and 7. Fragments of two species of Ammonitoid shells, one of 
“which appears to be new. They probably belong to different genera. 
=. 8. Belennites, Sp. nov. 


Oo Om be 


Felspathic dykes, generally of pale greenish-grey colour, traverse , 
“the rocks in all directions, and stand out like ruined walls when the 
softer beds have been weathered away from them. These so cumpli- 
cate the section as to render accurate measurement impossible, but 
there is probably 500 feet or more in thickness of the limestones and 
argillites. 
At the point on the east side of the entrance to Rose Harbour, large 
masses of limestone, similar to the more compact layers of that above 
described, again appear. They are nearly vertical in attitude, with 
‘a strike of about N. 26° E., but are traversed by a great number of 
dykes and intrusive masses of felspathic rock. A few fossils, among 
vhich are fragments of gasteropoda, apparently of the genera Murchi- 
sonia, Naticopsis and Macrocheilus, were here again found. Chert is a 
abundant. Following the strike of the limestone in this place, and 
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closely associated with it, are igneous rocks, apparently contemporan- 
eous. The most abundant is dark blackish-green, spotted, and may be 
called a diabase, though it is difficult from its decomposed character to | 
determine the several ingredients. In it are masses, irregular in form 
and perhaps concretionary, of paler felspathic material, which project 
on weathered surfaces and assume a brown sub-metallic polish. 

It would be hazardous to attempt to delineate the course of the beds 
in the Houston Stewart region on the information obtained. It may 
be, however, that the limestone just described represents the continua. | 
tion of that on the opposite side of the channel, which may run with its 
associated argillites up the centre of Rose Harbour, and so.through to 
South Cove in Carpenter Bay, where the argillites are again found. 
In this case the limestone exposures near the mouth of the Sedmond 
River, at the head of Rose Harbour, would represent the same bed on 
the opposite side of a narrow synclinal occupied by argillites. The 
fossils obtained in this place, however, differ from those of the first- | 
mentioned locality in facies. Mr. Whiteaves recognizes in the lime- 
stone imperfect casts of lamellibranchiata and gasteropoda, which 
seem to belong to the following genera :— 


1. Pecten, or Aviculopecten, one species. 

2. Cardiomorpha (?), two species. One with radiating ribs, like 
C. radiata, DeKoninck ; the other with smooth surface. 

3. Loxonema (or Murchisonia), one species. 

4, Macrocheilus, near JZ. canaliculatus, McCoy. 

5. Huomphalus, sp. nov. (?) 


These fossils resemble those from the point at the east side of the 
entrance to Rose Harbour, and can scarcely be newer than the Triassic 
formation or older than the Carboniferous. 

The rocks seen elsewhere in Rose Harbour are igneous, massive, and _ 
may either be contemporaneous with the limestones and argillites or’ 
of subsequent origin. At the west entrance point occurs a grey; 
felspathic amygdaloid, the cavities in which have been lined with a, 
chloritic mineral and then filled with quartz, with in some cases a. 
little copper pyrites. From this point to Fanny Point, at the seaward. 
opening of the inlet, its north-west side appears to be entirely com. 
posed of greenish felspathic or dioritic rocks, probably bedded but. 
much altered. | 


; 

From the eastern opening of Houston Stewart Channel the nortle| 
east side of Prevost Island is composed, where examined, for seven 
miles, of greenish rocks, apparently for the most part dioritic and 
probably bedded, with general north-westerly and south-easterly 
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strikes. These are supposed to underlie the limestones above described. 
“Small quartz veins with a little copper pyrites were observed at one 
place. At Forsyth Point, on the north side of Houston Stewart Hastern part of 
-Channel at its east entrance, the rock is a massive granitoid diorite or Stewart Chan- 
_hornblendic granite, containing fragments of darker rocks like those 
elsewhere forming a part of the stratified series, and traversed by 
_ dark greenish dykes of porphyritic felspathic rock. At Point Langford 
contorted fragments of much hardened argillites rest in a grey-green 
' felspathic and porphyritic matrix. From this point round the pro- 
_montory to Islet Point, forming the southern entrance point of Car- 
_ penter Bay, the widest expanses are of blackish and greenish argillites, 
much altered, disturbed and traversed by dykes, but nevertheless in a 
few places holding impressions of a many-whorled, strongly-ribbed 
_ ammonitoid shell, perhaps a species of Clydonites. The ribs beara single 
_ row of nodes or spines near the periphery. This is very different to 
either of the Ammonitoid shells from Houston Stewart Inlet. East of 
Islet Point these rocks seem to forma broad curve with general north- 
easterly dips at moderate angles, the highest rock seen being a massive 
_ grey-green porphyritic material like a much altered agglomerate. 
The rocks in Carpenter Bay are so much disturbed that there is Rocks of Car- 
" little chance of getting any general idea of their arrangement. They Pee 
are, however, doubtless of the same age with those of Houston Stewart. 
- Argillites are largely represented, but are everywhere cut up and 
" interfered with by dykes, so much so that in some places fragments only 
of the sedimentary rocks remain, contorted or steeply tilted. Other 
areas are characterized by greenish-grey felspathic diorites, of fine 
q grain and often epidotic. It is difficult to say whether these are altered 
_ voleanic beds or intrusive masses. At Iron Point, on the north side 
” of the entrance to the bay, are considerable exposures of hard greyish 
" felspathic sandstones, which occasionally become conglomeritic and 
hold blackish shaly fragments. The dips are undulating, and the 
formation at this place on the whole nearly flat. Pyrites in small 
 concretionary masses is found in the sandstones, and causes them to 
assume on weathering a rusty appearance. They are also very hard 
~ and somewhat peculiar in appearance, leading at first to the belief 
that they might be in part of voleanic origin. This, however, is not 
the case, Under the microscope they are found to consist chiefly of 
A quartz, particles of dark argillites, and a pale fine-grained laminated 
rock which may be a quartzite. 
{In Skincuttle Inlet limestones are well represented, and would afford Skincuttle 
| a means of tracing out in detail the structure of the rocks, were suffi- ~ 
‘ejent time devoted to this purpose. On the east side of the entrance 
to Harriet Harbour, flaggy limestones, with some much altered argillites, 
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are found dipping north-westward at an angle of 50°. This appears, 
however, to be an abnormal attitude due to local disturbance, for what 
is apparently the same zone of limestone runs south-westward to the | 
inner end of Harriet Island, and bending sharply round this, again 
appears on the point at the west side of the harbour, and is here well 
shown, dipping south-westward at an angle of 45°. The limestone is 
grey and cryptocrystalline, and holds cherty concretions together with 
siliceous veins which stand out on weathered surfaces. The thickness 
of the bed is considerable, but is not completely shown. It is underlain | 
by a peculiar material, which appears to be a felspathic ash rock | 
containing a large proportion of calcareous matter. Itis grey in colour, 
speckled by the mixture of light and dark fragments, and shot through — 
with iron pyrites in small concretions and veins. The Bolkus Islands, 
lying opposite the mouth of Harriet Harbour, in the centre of the 
inlet, are for the most part composed of similar limestone to that just 
described. In the bay on the east side of the largest or western island, 
this is found to overlie a grey rock which evidently represents that | 
described as occupying a similar position in relation to the limestone 
at Harriet Harbour. It here, however, simulates an amygdaloid in 
appearance, but is probably similar in origin to the last. The calcareous 
matter with iron pyrites has formed rounded concretionary masses. _ 
This in turn rests upon a massive green amygdaloid of basic character. 
The thickness of the overlying limestone as shown on this island is at _ 
least 1500 feet. It includes some layers of flaggy limestone, and of a 
dark grey rock of fine grain which may be called an impure limestone, 
and has probably been a highly calcareous mud. There can be little 
doubt but that the limestones of the Bolkus Islands represent those of — 
Harriet Harbour and vicinity, being the north side of an anticlinal 
fold, the axis of which runs westward up the main channel. It is 
further probable that the same band, leaving the east end of the Bolkus | 
Islands, runs across to the west end of the Copper Islands, and that — 
the bend thus made corresponds with that shown on the southern side 
of the supposed anticlinal, in Harriet Harbour. The limestone now 
described is also probably the same with that found in Houston— 
Stewart Inlet. ; 
The Copper Islands are largely composed of grey sub-cystalline | 
limestones, closely associated, and in some cases interbedded, with 
greenish dioritic rocks, which are often compact, but occasionally 
evident altered amygdaloids. The general strike is nearly east and_ 
west, with prevailing northerly dips at angles of about 30°. In the— 
dioritic rocks, copper ore, in the form of small irregular strings and— 
concretionary masses of copper pyrites, occurs in many places. These 
weather conspicuously green, and prove the cupriferous character of 
; t 
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this part of the formation, though no deposits of workable dimensions 
were observed. Well-defined veins of quartz aud ealcite traverse the 
islands in several places with general north-westerly and south-easterly 
“bearings, but were not found to contain any copper. 

The action of the weather on the limestone exposed between low-water Peculiar 
mark and the edge of the woods causes them to assume a rough, pitted osthering of 
surface, on which hollows are separated by steep, sh arp-edged ridges and 
brittle points, sustained generally by some siliceous or other impurity in 
the stone. Where a hollow is formed which will contain seaor rain-water, 

_ it may be noticed that its sides are eaten into along a line correspond- 
ing with the height at which the water overflows, a circumstance, no 
doubt depending on the absorption by the surface of the water, thus 
for a time stagnant, of carbonic acid from the atmosphere. The pecu- 
_liarly rough character of these limestone surfaces is, no doubt, due in 
part to the constitution of the rock, but also to the great rain-fall and 
persistent cloudiness of the region. 


‘ 


Limestones characterize the shores of the point on the north side Obseure fossils. 
_ of the inlet, opposite the inner end of the Copper Islands, dipping west- 
ward on its eastern shore, and in association with argillites northward 
*on its southern. These are somewhat different in appearance from 
those above described, and it is not known whether they represent a 
broken portion of the westward continuation of the Copper Islands belt 


Lo 
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“or a second limestone zone of a different horizon. 

: The fossils obtained here are described by Mr. Whiteaves as.— 
1. Casts of a large Murchisonia or Loxonema, the whorls of which are 
rather longer than wide. 

, 2. Casts of a discoidal spiral shell, which are so badly preserved 


that it is impossible to tell whether they should be referred to the 
ae phalopods or Gasteropoda. 

On the north side of a small cove on the east side of the point, the Copper mine. 
greatest amount of exploratory work in connection with the attempt 
at copper mining, referred to on a former page (p. 17 B.), has been 
earriedon. One small shaft, probably of inconsiderable depth, is on a 
hard, irregular vein of qurrtz, which appears to hold a trace of copper 
only on one side. In asecond locality a horizontal opening has first 
‘been made in the face of a low cliff, not far above high-water mark, 
‘and from this a shaft has been sunk. The shaft is now inaccessible, 
and the whole of the material excavated has been carried away by the 
a, so that no idea of its depth or the quality of ore obtained in its 
sottom can be formed. ‘There is no true vein here, but magnetic iron 
ore, with a little copper pyrites, forms bunches of irregular form 
penetrating the country rock at the sides of a compact greenish dyke, 
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which has.a general course of N. 34° W. The dyke traverses the lime- 
stone of the region, which is here nearly fiat, and also an asscoiated and 


probably contemporaneous dioritic mass. It is probably to intersect | 


this dyke that the shaft has been sunk, but there is now no appearance 
on the surface which would justify extensive exploration. This is the 
opening named ‘ main shaft’ on the sketch of the inlet by Poole. 
Limestone appears at the points on both sides of Huston Inlet. It is” 
also found on the sonth-west side of the inlet at several points, in asso-_ 
ciation with massive contemporaneous green volcanic rocks, of which 


one—at the point at the knee ofthe inlet—is a well characterized _ 


amygdaloid. It is not improbable that the anticlinal axis, already 
mentioned as running east and west south of the Bolkus Islands, turns 
abruptly at the west end of the inlet to a southerly course, running 
into George Bay, and thence west of, but nearly parallel to, Huston” 
Inlet. Huston Inlet would then mark the run of one band of the 
limestone and of the flaggy, calcareous argillites already more than _ 
once referred to. At Boulder Island, near the entrance to the inlet, 
several hundred feet in thickness of blackish argillites, with calcareous , 
concretions and sandstones, and thin limestones, occur, and may repre- 
sent this band, though it is perhaps more probable that they belong to. 
a small outlier of the overlying Cretaceous coal-bearing series, which | 
appears in the form of sandstone and conglomerate beds at low angles — 
on the south-western point of the Bolkus Islands. 

At the cast side of the entrance to Harriet Harbour Mr. Poole has 
marked a deposit of magnetite on his sketch. This occurs on the beach | 
in the form of an irregular mass, which measures on the surface sixty- 
seven feet across. It is contained in a body of fine grained greenish 
trappean rock, which is intrusive in the limestones and associated 
beds. In some places large blocks of nearly pure magnetite may 
be obtained, while in others it is much mixed with quartz, and — 
contains also a considerable proportion of iron pyrites in irregu- | 
lar bunches and strings. This in decomposing gives the whole 

mass a reddish colour, and from its intimate association with | | 
the magnetite might to some extent injure the quality of the 
ore. On laying down the course of the dyke at Mr. Poole’s ‘main 
shaft,’ on the north side of Skincuttle Inlet, it is found to very nearly | 
strike that associated with this deposit, which also appears to have | 
north-west and south-east course. It is therefore highly probable that 
both represent portions of the same intrusion. That the iron ore runs 
southward beyond the locality where it was seen in place in Harriet 
Harbour is shown by the fact that loose masses of it are found on th 


south end of Harriet Island. These must have been carried thither fr om 


some place higher up the valley, in common with other bouldeng 
during the glacial period. 
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The ore isa remarbably pure coarsely crystalline magnetite. Speci- Anaiysis. 
mens of an average character examined by Mr. C. Hoffmann were found 
_ to contain 58-06 per cent. of metallic iron, while a fragment exception- 
_ally rich yielded 69°88 per cent. 
_ The extremity of Granite Point is composed of a.grey coarse-grained Granite Point 
_ 8yenitic rock, which is evidently intrusive, but the precise relations of 
which to the neighbouring beds is obscure. 

In Burnaby Strait green rocks, often evident volcanic breccias, pre- Burnaby Strait. 
_ ponderate, and are indeed almost exclusively represented. They are 
_ generally massive, showing no distinct bedding, but everywhere jointed 
_ and fissured. These are supposed to belong to the great igneous series 
which underlies the massive limestones. Irregular veins of red- 
; weathering dolerite are abundant in this vicinity. Both points of the 
) eastern bay on the north shore of Burnaby Island are composed of 
' similar massive greenish rocks, but on the east side of the next bay— 
: galled Section Cove on the map—limestones appear resting on them, 
and striking north-westward from the south-east point of Huxley 
f Island and a small islet lying off it. 
__ Therocksin Section Cove were examined with some care and measured Section Cove. 
_ by pacing. Their arrangement is represented on the section. (Fig. 2). 
“The line of junction of the green rocks with the limestone is confused 
_ by innumerable small faults and fractures. The lower part of the 
_ limestone is massive and cherty in places, but it soon becomes flaggy, 
and contains in some layers abundance of fossils, chiefly belonging to 
_ the two following Triassic species.— 


1. Monotis subcircularis, Gabb. 
2, Halobia Lommeli, Wiss. 
After about 350 feet of pretty pure limestone, the beds are concealed 
for some distance, and when again seen are largely made up of cal- pee ane 
' careous flagey argillites, nearly black in colour. These with occasional 
_ beds of pure limestone form the whole upper part of the series, to a 
_ large felspathic mass on the east side of the bay which appears to be 
intrusive, and beyond which the beds are so much confused and broken 
“that no estimate of their thickness could be formed. Further on, 
several additional intrusive felspathic masses occur. They are grey, 
| porphyritic, resemble some of those of Houston Stewart Channel, and 
are probably of the same age. The thickness of the limestones and 
_ flaggy argillites of the lower part of the series which maintain a suffi- 
cient regularity to admit of accura 
"They are generally in a nearly vertical attitude. 
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b, Contemporaneous volcanic beds. 


Fic. 1. Pom? norru or Limmsrone IsLanps SHOWING BROKEN AND FAULTED CONDITION OF STRATA. 
a. Limestone. 


Cc. 


Fic. 2. Srorion or Triassic Rooks, Suction Covn; Burnasy Isuanp. 


c. Dykes and intrusions, ~ 


b. Limestones and argillites. 


a, Contemporaneous volcanic matter. 


Scale, ten inches to one mile, 
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From the bay opposite Alder Island, the whole north shore of Bur-pioritic fone 
naby Island appears to be formed of greyish dioritic rocks, which | 
oceasionally become granitoid, and are composed of two varieties of 
felspar and pale or dark green hornblende. These are doubtless intru- 
sive, and subsequent in date to the bedded materials. They resemble 
the granitoid rock of Granite Point, at the north side of Skincuttle 
Inlet, but this is more highly crystalline and somewhat paler in tint. 

From the northern entrance of Burnaby Strait, along the south-west 
side of Juan Perez Inlet, and on both sides of Darwin Sound, the rocks 
continue in general appearance like those of Burnaby Strait, but are in 
the main more felspathic, and in places become schistose, and bear an 
older appearance. ‘The zone above indicated is probably in fact that Outerop of 
of the outcrop of the oldest part of the rock series recognised in the ees 
Queen Charlotte Islands, though it does not seem possible to separate 
it from the rocks before described by any well-marked line. It 
remains, indeed, doubtful whether the rocks of this region appear in a 
long, irregular anticlinal or merely form the disturbed edge of a series 
with general north-easterly dips. The former, however, appears to be 
the more probable suppostion. In Werner Bay, the rocks seem to be 
chiefly felspathic, in some places thin-bedded, but are associated with 


* greenish bedded diorites, much resembling those of the Victoria series 
; of the south of Vancouver Island. On the west side of Hutton Inlet, 
_ near its entrance, rocks apparently of dioritic composition, but in some 
places evidently fragmental, and frequently schistose, are interbedded 
with limestones, which are occasionally converted into white marble. 


Crinoidal joints were observed on one weathered surface. Greenish Fossils. 
and greyish-green rocks, chiefly felspathic in composition but passing, 

in some cases, into more or less perfectly characterized diorites, con- 
tinue along the shore to the vicinity of Bigsby Inlet. The poubhern Rocks of Bigsby 
entrance front of this inlet is composed of similar rocks, but the greater 

part of its south shore and the mountains rising beyond it are granitic. 

Where examined, the granite is coarse, and consists of white felspar, 
hornblend and mica, with little quartz. It forms, without doubt, an 
extensive mass, and does not pass by gradual stages into the rocks 

before described. The north shore of Bigsby Inlet is composed of hard 
grey-green rocks, chiefly felspathic in composition, and in some pines 

evident amygdaloids. Near the north entrance point of the inlet, 
weathered surfaces of these assnme a very peculiar appearance, pre- 
senting botryoidal forms, which are involved among themselves see 

a way as to preclude the possibility of their being fragments. They 
appear, indeed, to represent the surface of an old lava flow, which has 
now again been brought to view by the removal of the superincumbent 

strata. The appearance of these rocks is much like that of those of the 
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entrance to Rose Harbour. The rocks of Shuttle Island are generally 
more or less schistose, and in some places are very markedly so. They 
are greyish and greenish in colour, and felspathic or dioritic in compo- 
sition. In one place on the east side a pale grey talcose shist occurs, 
and the schists are interbedded with limestone or coarse marble in thin 
layers at the southern extremity of the island. This horizon is almost 
certainly the same with that of the entrance to Hutton Inlet, above 
described. Similar felspathic and dioritie rocks, though not so dis- 
tinctly schistose, form the west side of Lyell Island, with the exception 
of False Bay, where flaggy, blackish argillites appear, and run south- 
eastward in a low couutry toward Sedgwick Bay. 

The anticlinal of Darwin Sound probably runs up Crescent Inlet to 
the north, turning westward with its extremity. In Klun-kwoi Bay 
the rocks so far as seen are rather dioritic than felspathic, and in some 
places evident amygdaloids. Argillites appear on both sides of Crescent 
Inlet. In one place on the south-west shore these were found to be 
fossiliferous, containing fragments of moulds of an ammonitoid shell 
of the same species as those from Houston Stewart Inlet, also a small 
Pecten or Aviculopecten. 

A band of black calcareous argillites with flaggy limestones, in all 
about 30 feet in thickness and dipping N. 80° W. < 50°, was here also 
observed to be intercalated between two masses of conglomerate made 
up of fragments of crystalline rocks, with limestone and pieces of 
argillite like the surrounding beds. The lower conglomerate is sharply 
bounded above by the base of the argillites ; the upper rests on a broken 
and disturbed surface of the argillites, evidencing some unconformity 
by erosion. This little section is rather puzzling, but appears to repre- 
sent on the whole a conglomeritic mass forming a portion of the great 
argillite band. White Point, at the east side of the entrance to 
Crescent Inlet, is composed of pale felspathic rocks, which are probably 
intrusive. 

To the north-east of the belt of rocks just described, which character- 
izes the south-west side of Juan Perez Inlet and Darwin Sound, is an 
extensive area differing in general lithological character from most of 
the rocks previously met with, and probably representing a higher 
part of the series. This area, which seems to be a broad synclinal, 
though complicated by many minor irregularities and folds, has a 
length of about thirty-one miles in a north-west and south-east direc- 
tion, with a probable average width of five to six miles. It embraces 
a great part, at least, of Ramsay and adjacent islands, and of Lyell 
Island, composes Tan-oo Island and the narrow promontory separating 
Logan and Dana Inlets, and appears to characterize the greater part 
of the shores of Selwyn Inlet. The synclinal then seems to turn 
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westward, and was not further seen. The rocks are best displayed on 
the north side of Logan Inlet. Near the base of Red Top Mountain, 
_ on the north side of Crescent Inlet, flaggy argillites appear, much 
~~ broken and traversed by dykes, but with general low north-easterly 
dips. They run south-eastward, through low ground, behind the 
felspathic rocks of White Point, and come out on the shore of Logan 
_ Inlet near its west end. These argillites probably represent those 
_ frequently before mentioned. They are found on the opposite side of 
Crescent Inlet, apparently forming the other slope of an anticlinal, 
which is no doubt the continuation northward of that already mentioned 
- in Darwin Sound. A few fossils (mentioned on p. 58 B.) were obtained Fossiliferous 
) ‘ from them here, and they were also found to be fossiliferous in the ae 
small island near the entrance to Echo Harbour, where Monotis subcir- 
~ eularis was recognised. The width of the north shore of Logan Inlet 
occupied by the argillite band is a mile and a half or more, but the 
shore is rather low, and the section is not continuous. The argillites 
are then overlain in apparent conformity by flaggy grey sandstones, 


chiefly felspathic in composition. These are followed in turn by coarse Felspathic 
“s sandstones. 


; 
; 
. 
; 
} 
; 


conglomerates with well rounded fragments, which appear to be chiefly 

or entirely of crystalline rocks, unlike those of this part of the series, 

_ If no faults not recognized affect the strata, the conglomerate must 

have a thickness of several hundred feet at least. To the conglomerates Conglomerates. 
follow the great overlying series of agglomerate and ash rocks, the 
distribution of which has been outlined above. These occupy the 

shore of Logan Inlet for about five miles eastward, but are cut off near 

the outer point by a mass of coarse grey granitoid diorite with epidote. 

The agglomerates are occasionally coarse, but usually fine-grained, and Agglomerates: 
graduate into ash rocks, which again pass into a compact material 

which may be called a felsite, and may in some cases represent former 

flows of molten matter. The rocks are not highly crystalline, but 
generally dull and fine-grained on fracture, and pale in colour. The 
prevalent tints are greys and light grey-greens, and these characterize 
equally the fragments and matrix of the agglomerates, between which 

there is frequently very little lithological diversity. The beds are 
everywhere considerably disturbed, but the north side of Logan Inlet 

would probably be the best locality in which to make a measured 
section of the strata. The total thickness of the volcanic series over- Thickness. 
lying the argillites and conglomerates can scarcely, however, be less 

than 5000 or 6000 feet. 

_ The greater part of the rocks of Ramsay, Murchison, Hanadey and 

the Tar Islands are supposed to belong to this overlying volcanic 

series. Well bedded and fine-grained pale felspathic sandstones, prob- 

ably representing those immediately overlying the argillites at the 
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west end of Logan Inlet, are found on the western ends of the three 
first-mentioned islands. nthe shore of Murchison Island these are 
intimately associated with hardened blackish argillites, the section 
being, however, hopelessly confused by the presence of a number of 
fine-grained pale felspathic and porphyritic dykes. The mass of the 
argillites probably runs down the north-east side of Juan Perez Inlet, 
but beneath the water. About the middle of the north-west side of 
Ramsay Island, rocks differing somewhat from those generally found 
in the series appear. They form the entire north-eastern part of the 
island, the eastern part of Murchison Island, and probably the whole 
of the Tar Islands. These rocks are somewhat more basic, and though 
tilted in some places at high angles, of less altered appearance than 
those of Logan Inlet. They include a great thickness of rough agglo- 
merate which has evidently been formed in the immediate vicinity of 
voleanic vents, as some of the included masses are over four feet in 
diameter. These frequently project on surfaces exposed along the 
shores by reason of the comparatively soft character of the matrix. 
The matrix and its included fragments are apparently similar in 
character. A microscopic section of one of the latter proved it to be 
a dolerite which with a dark finely granular ground-mass is rendered 
porphyritic by felspar and pyroxene crystals, which are frequently 
more or less perfectly stellar aggregations. The rock has not suffered 
much change, the minerals being clear and sharp. 

A bed apparently of porphyritic dolerite forming a small island off 
the east shore of Ramsay island is nearly vertical and has a rude 
columnar structure. The Tar Islands appear to mark the outcrop of 
the most massive agglomerate bed. It is reported that on one of them 
bitumen oozes out in small quantities among pebbles on the beach. 
Agglomerates of a similar character are found on the east side of the 
entrance to A-tli Inlet, on the north shore of Lyell Island. 

At the north entrance of the narrow passage inside Tal-un-kwan 
Island detached masses of agglomerate and conglomerate are abundant, 
and though the rocks were not seen in place, they probably represent 
the northern continuation of the conglomerate described as lying at 
the base of the upper igneous series on Logan Inlet. The promontory 
south of Rock-fish Harbour is composed of much hardened and well 
bedded felspathic rocks, occasionally agglomerates, nearly vertical, and 
with a general east and west strike. Similar rocks appear to charac-. 
terize both shores of Selwyn Inlet up to the long western arm, where 
the trough formed by these newer volcanic rocks runs inland to the 
westward. The northern shore of this arm is composed, however, of 
argillites, with some conglomerate, the latter probably representing 
the horizon already several times referred to, and indicating that this 
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zone, though probably most closely connected with the flaggy argillites, 
is persistent near the base of the overlying volcanic series, and that if 
there be any unconformity between the two it must be slight. 

To the east of this area of volcanic rocks newer than those of the Kun-ga Island. 
southern extremity of the islands, Kun-ga Island yet remains to be 
noticed. The inner or west end of the island is composed of hard 
greenish dioritic rocks like those elsewhere found below the massive 
limestone, The small island named Ti-tul, which lies off the north 
shore of Kun-ga, is composed of limestone, which also forms the north Limestone. 
point of Kun-ga, and runs across it in a south-south-easterly direction. 

To the east of the limestone, and apparently following it conformably, 
_ with general eastward dips at high angles, or nearly in a vertical posi- 
_ tion, is a great series of flaggy blackish argillites, thin limestones and 
argillaceous sandstones. A few fossils, similar to those of the first- Fossils. 
mentioned locality in Houston Stewart Channel, and of Triassic age, 
* were obtained. If the upper volcanic series described in preceding 
_ paragraphs rests conformably above the argillites and associated rocks, 
. it must be supposed either that a fault separates these rocks from 
those of the east end of Tan-oo Island, or that the limestones and 
argillites are folded over an anticlinal axis running north-north-east 
and south-south-west through the western part of Kun-ga Island, and 
that their westward-dipping portion is concealed below the water 
between the two islands. 

At the north entrance point of Selwyn Inlet, massive limestones are Limestones of, 
again found, and on the coast between this point and the bottom of : 
Skedans Bay, limestones and argillites are the most abundant rocks, 
the part of the series characterized by these materials being appar- 
ently several times repeated by folds. Point Vertical is a remarkably 
bold spur between two bays, composed of massive beds of limestone 
nearly on edge, and aggregating at least 400 feet in thickness. The 
limestone is grey, with the stratification well marked by layers charged 
with black cherty concretions, and by the solvent action of the water 
along certain planes. Some layers have a curious concretionary struc- 
ture. They are traversed in all directions by little siliceous veins as 
thin as paper, the polygonal forms included between which have a 
superinduced concentric structure. North of Point Vertical are two 
islands which may be called Limestone Islands. On the inner of these Limestone and 
the massive cherty limestone, with a dip of N. 16° E. < 40, is seen to neous igneous 
lie directly upon an igneous material, resembling that found in a simi- 
lar position in Skincuttle, and consisting of a fragmental grey felspathie 
rock holding pyritous and calcareous concretions. The adhesion of the 
limestone to the igneous series is thus conclusively shown by its con- 
formable superposition on igneous rocks of precisely the same character 
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in widely separated localities. In exposures just outside the south point 
of Skedans Bay, the conformable junction with the limestones of the 
blackish flaggy argillites is also shown, confirming the opinion of their 
relation formed from the inspection of other localities. The rocks are 
much broken by dioritic intrusions, but the limestones, becoming thin- 
bedded towards the top, are distinctly interleaved with the argillites. 
The south-east side of Skedans Bay is composed of limestone, of the 


~~ 


usual character, with general north-easterly dips. At the bottom of — 


the bay this is followed, in ascending order, by the argillites, and to 
the north these are seen overlapped. by agglomerate beds, which are 
supposed to belong to the series (Subdivision D.) attached to the 
Cretaceous coal measures. The first point south of Point Vertical 
shows similar rocks to these last mentioned, which may there form 


a small outlyer, and are certainly newer looking than any others of — 


the vicinity. 

Nearly in the line of strike of the limestone of the south side of 
Skedans Bay, westward, on the south side of the West Arm of Cumshewa 
Inlet, at a distance of sixteen miles, similar limestone is again found ; 
while argillites occur on the south-east side of the South Arm, holding 
Monotis subcircularis. The general line of strike thus indicated is con- 
firmed by the parallelism to it of that of the rocks of Selwyn Inlet, 
and it is further probable that the limestone and argillites found west 
of Log Point, on the south shore of Skidegate Inlet, belong also to the 
same line of outcrop, which in this case can be traced in a general 
direction of N. 67° W for a total distance of thirty-three miles. The 


general strike of the older rocks sweeps round to this bearing from 


re 


one of N. 35° West, which is the more usual in the southern portion of — 


the islands. 


With the exception of the limestones and argillites above referred — 
to, the rocks observed in the western part of Skidegate Channel are ~ 


entirely igneous, dioritic or felspathic. The argillites hold Monotis 
subcircularis in great abundance. The existence in Skidegate Inlet of 
several small projections of the older rocks among those of the Creta- 
ceous coal-bearing series, has already been referred to. Of these the 
most interesting is a mass of limestone forming the south-eastern 
point of South Island, which yielded a few fossils, on which Mr. 
Whiteaves furnishes the following note.— 


1. A small oval, Terebratula-like shell. Sections of some of these 


—~ ae 


specimens have been made, but the interior of each was found to be — 


full of crystalline calcite, and no information as to the structural 


character could be obtained. It is not certain, therefore, to what 
family this shell should be referred. 


2. Huomphalus sp. indt. 
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Patches of the flaggy argillites also occur on the south side of Maude 
Island, and on the south-east shore of South Bay. 


CRETACEOUS COAL-BEARING Rocks. 


Skidegate Inlet. 


In 1872, Mr. James Richardson, of the Geological Survey, visited 
Skidegate Inlet at the request of gentlemen interested in the Cowgitz 
Coal Mines. Mr. Richardson’s time was limited to a few days, and 
much of it was necessarily devoted to the immediate vicinity of the 
mine, but he nevertheless sketched the geological structure of a con- 
siderable portion of Skidegate Inlet, and collected a large number of 
fossils. In connection with the description of these,* a map indicating 
the fossiliferous localities, with the position of the rocks so far as that 
had been determined, was printed. 

In my examination of the region in the summer of 1878 I had the 
advantage of being able to refer to Mr. Richardson’s printed report and 
map, and have availed myself largely of these in drawing up the 
following account of the locality and in the construction of the geolo- 
gical map of Skidegate. 

The occurrence of a bed of true anthracite in rocks of Cretaceous 
age is a matter of considerable geological interest, while the proved 
existence of a really workable bed of this material on the Pacific coast 
would be of very great economic value. The study of the Cretaceous 
rocks of this district is in consequence invested with a peculiar 
importance. 

Mr. Richardson grouped the coal-bearing rocks of this region under 
the following names, in descending order.— 


A. Upper Shales and Sandstones. 
B. Coarse Conglomerates. 
©. Lower Shales with Coal and Iron Ore. 


It was supposed that the last-mentioned subdivision rested uncon- 
formably on certain crystalline rocks, which have now, I believe, 
however, been distinctly proved to be a part of the series, and to 
represent an important intercalation of contemporaneous volcanic 
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matter. These are again followed in descending order by a series of 


beds chiefly composed of ordinary sediments, and the whole rests 
unconformably on older rocks, probably for the most part Triassic, like 
those of other parts of the island, and consisting of argillites, limestones, 
Sen 
* Mesozoic Fossils. Vol. I. Part 1. 1876. 
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&c. To Mr. Richardson’s section it therefore becomes necessary to add 
two lower members, which may be designated :— 


D. Agglomerates. 
B. Lower Sandstones. 


The letters applied to the subdivisions are my own—aA., B. and C. 
corresponding to 3, 2 and 1 of the original classification. 

The whole formation at this place bears the appearance of having 
been laid down along the north-eastern flanks of a land formed chiefly 
of the Triassic rocks previously described. It has a more or less 
littoral character throughout, with irregularity in thickness of the sub- 
divisions, and shows especially a very decided thinning out to the 
southward and westward, in which directions it is probable that large 
areas of the older rocks may have remained uncovered by those of the 
coal-bearing group, and as may be supposed, their surface even where 
it has been buried is a very rough and irregular one. This, com- 
bined with the occurrence of the massive contemporaneous volcanic 
deposit (D.) and the general disturbance of the rocks,—which increases 
westward till at the head of the inlet some of those of the coal-bearing 
series are thrown past the vertical,—has produced a stratigraphical 
problem of more complexity than would at first sight appear. 


A. Upper Shales and Sandstones—The highest rocks seen in Skide- 
gate Inlet are these so-called by Mr. Richardson, and in character- 
izing them I cannot do better than quote his description, which is as 
follows.—* 

“These shales are by no means so black as the lower band, their 
darkest tint being a brownish or blackish grey, and most of them are 
somewhat arenaceous. They are interstratified with sandstones, gene- 
rally from three to six inches thick; but a band of about thirty feet 
occupies a position which is conjectured to be about seventy feet from 
the base. Approaching the (underlying) conglomerates, some twenty 
or thirty feet are interstratified with beds of reddish-weathering 
greyish-brown argillaceous dolomite, varying in thickness from two to 
six inches, but constituting the chief part of the mass, and these seem 
to form a passage to the conglomerates.” 

Some beds of the shales are highly calcareous, and there are zones 
characterized by large calcareous nodules like those of portions of the 
Lower Shales, from which, notwithstanding their general difference in 
colour, it would be hard to find a distinctive lithological characteristic. 
The rocks of this subdivision occupy a breadth of three miles of the 
inlet, between the west end of Lina Island and Slate Chuck Creek. 


* Report of Progress, 1872-3, p. 63. 
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They are in the form of a shallow synclinal, with several minor undu- 

lations, and have a thickness of not less than about 1500 fect, though 

the summit of the group was not recognized. They contain few fossils, 

the only form recognized being Jnoceramus problematicus. Reef Island 

is also formed of these shales, and they no doubt underlie a considerable 

area which is concealed by water between Nose Point, Triangle Island 

‘and the group of islands of which Burnt Island is the largest. 

B. Conglomerates.—The rocks of this subdivision are for the most part Subdivision B. 

well rounded conglomerates, interbedded with grey and yellowish sand- 

stones, which in some places are very regularly stratified. The pebbles, 
which in some layers are several inches in diameter, are generally de- 
‘yived from the older more or less distinctly crystalline rocks of the 
islands, but occasional rounded shaly fragments like some of the 

‘rocks of the next underlying subdivision are found, with other evidence 
of slight erosion in progress during the deposition of the conglomerates, 
but not such as to indicate any true unconformity. The dolomitic ° 
character of the upper layers of the conglomerate has already been 

veferred tu in connection with the overlying subdivision. The thick- 

“ness of the conglomerate appears to be greater toward the southern 
part of the area under description, where they spread out widely. At spams ick 
‘the west end of Maude Island, and near Christie Bay, the thickness was 
estimated at over 3000 feet, while north of Lina Island it appears not 
_to exceed 1900 feet. An average thickness of about 2000 feet may be 
"assumed for this subdivision. 


~ On the north side of the inlet, about the mouth of Slate Chuck Creek, Continuation 
= northwara, 


A 


“the conglomerates form a wide belt which apparently runs up inland 

toward Nipple Mountain. They are, however, much disturbed, and 

e y affec 7 iscoverec v Lina Island the 

gerobably affected by undiscovered faults. North of Li y 
leave the shore with a northerly course, and are supposed to bend round 

to the eastward, conformably to the strike of the underlying rocks, 

. reaching, probably, to the main fault near Double Mountain, of the 

~ Admiralty chart. An outlying patch on the west end of Lina Island 

~ consists, where seen along the shore, chiefly of sandstones, and appears 

to be the point of a synclinal cut-off to the north by the fault just 

“ yeferred to. The centre of the peninsula ‘at Withered Point is another 

Bernall outlier. Burnt, Wedge, Angle and Tree Islands, with the west Uouslemorats 

end of Maude Island, form a connected series of conglomerate exposures, 

‘and show high south-westerly dips. - The same zone, with lower dips, 

is supposed to cover the north-western half of South Island, and spreads 

‘over both sides of the entrance to the narrow channel which leads from 

South Bay to the west coast. From Nose Point to Christie Bay similar 

yocks continue to prevail, near the first-named place, with low dips off 

~ shore, but near Christie Bay becoming disturbed and eventually verti- 
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cal. South of Anchor Cove, the conglomerates are characteristically 
shown on the eastern half of South Point, where it is probable that they 
represent the western edge of a small synclinal holding the basal 
beds, but of which the remainder is concealed by the water. To the 
north of Anchor Cove, as traced by Mr. Richardson, they appear to 
fringe the shore with slight interruptions till the first described area 
at Slate Chuck Creek is reached. In the western part of this we 
appear to have the continuation of the synclinal just alluded to. 
Triangle Island is also composed of conglomerates, which fold round 
the southern end of an anticlinal, showing a narrow margin of the 
Lower Shales at the water’s edge on the north side. The lowest bed 
of the conglomerates is here again undulating, and holds shaly frag- 
ments. The massive character of the conglomerates causes the regions 
occupied by their outcrop to be characteristically rough and hilly, 
while the islands composed of this subdivision are high and abrupt. 


The only fossils found in rocks of this subdivision were some fragments 


of Belemnites, which occurred near the first or eastern narrows on the 
channel to the west coast. 


C. Lower Shales and Sandstones—This subdivision, at the base of 
which the anthracite coal is found, consists of blackish or grey shales, 
interbedded with grey or yellowish-grey sandstones, and numerous 
layers composed of sandy argillaceous material, intermediate in char- 
acter between shale and sandstone. The bedding is generally regular, 
and certain zones are characterized by large calcareous nodules, 
generally lenticular, and occasionally several feet in diameter or even 
coalescing to form sheets of calcareous matter. Layers so coarse as to 
be called conglomerates scarcel y occur, The beds immediately under- 
lying the conglomerates of Subdivision B. are generally grey shales, 
very regular in their bedding, and quite hard. Below these is a con- 
siderable thickness of strata in which shaly beds usually preponderate, 
while toward the base of the subdivision sandstones are more important. 
The lowest beds are of interest as being those in association with which 
the coal is, and require to be described in greater detail, though the 
structure of the actual locality in which the mine Was opened will be 
noticed subsequently. 

Subdivision C. rests on a series of volcanic rocks constituting Subdi- 
vision D., which apparently forms a member of the same formation. 
The upper surface of the agglomerate and ash rocks of D. must, how- 
ever, have been an irregular one, and to its undulations the lower beds 
oF C. poe or less closely conform. The appearance at the junction of 
Subdivisions C. and D. is therefore that of unconformity more or less 
marked, This is particularly evident in the Channel Islands, which, 
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though belonging to the voleanic portion of the series, appear to be 
separated from the larger mass of these rocks on Maude Island by an 
overlapping edge of C. This partial unconformity is, however, believed Partial uncon- 
_ to be essentially unimportant, and only such as might be anticipated aa 
at the junction of two classes of deposits so dissimilar. The apparent 
unconformity has probably been further accentuated by movements 
occurring between the already hard beds of D. and the as yet partially 
consolidated beds of C. during the flexure of the strata. The occurrence 

of fossils identical with those of subdivision C. in beds below the 
yoleanic horizon, with the inclusion of marine forms in some parts of 

the upper portion of the rocks of volcanic origin (at points on the east 

side of Alliford Bay), serve to show the continuity of the conditions 

of deposit. ‘ 

The passage beds have been observed in a number of localities to be Passage beds. 
coarse felspathic or tufaccous sandstones, generally pale in colour, and 
formed apparently by the rearrangement of the still unconsolidated 
materials of the upper beds of D. These vary in thickness, but are 
generally associated with black carbonaceous argillites, which are some- 
times shaly, and at the Cowgitz Mine hold the seam of anthracite coal. 
These are those to which Mr. Richardson refers as being quarried by 
the Indians at a spot some miles up Slate Chuck Creek, and though 
they there hold no distinct coal seam, films of anthracite are still found. 

Nine miles east of the mine this horizon is again recognised, and pretty 
well exposed on the east end of Maude Island, near Robber Island. 
Coarse agglomerates are here overlain by beds which may be called as 
above, felspathic sandstone. Their material is evidently derived from beg Wh 
the underlying agglomerate and ash beds, and composed in great part 
of felspar in partly rounded grains. It is generally pale greyish or 
greenish in color, and is here well bedded, and appears to decompose 
readily, exfoliating in concentric layers. The higher beds hold thin 
layers of conglomerates, with well-rounded pebbles, and occasional 
streaks of coaly matter representing plant fragments, but nothing 
like a true coal seam. Above these are beds still evidently in great 
part of similar material, but darker in tint, and holding fossils, of 
which a coral is the most remarkable. These are followed by soft 
argillaceous sandstones and shales, in the upper part of which are 
dark carbonaceous argillites, charged with great numbers of marine 
fossils in good preservation. Above these are the sandstones of Robber 
Island and the north-east part of Maude Island, in which small trunks 
and branches of trees are very frequently found converted into coal. 

3 One-third of a mile from the head of Alliford Bay, at a small point Coaly layers. 
on the south shore, thin carbonaceous layers occur in sandstone very near 
- the base of Subdivision C., and though quite unimportant in themselves, 
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in their relation to the surrounding rocks more nearly represent coal 
beds than anything elsewhere seen in this vicinity. 
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Fig. 3. PassaGe BEDS BETWEEN SuBDIVISIONS €. AND D., East Sipp ALLIrorD Bay. 


On the opposite side of the Alliford Bay synclinal, the lowest beds 
of C. skirt the point and islands lying off itto Flowery Island. On the 
latter the lowest bed of the felspathic sandstone is brownish-grey and 
sometimes quite hard, and rests with an appearance of slight uncon- 
formity on the bluish-grey trappean rock of D. This irregularity of 
junction is, however, no more than might be expected to occur between 
beds very dissimilar in character, and the idea that it represents a 
break of importance or true unconformity appears to be negatived by 
other circumstances. The junction of Subdivisions C. and D., which 
varies thus a little in character from place to place, but the conditions of 
which remain on the whole uniform, is again well shown on the north 
side of the inlet at the point next west from Image Point. It is also 
seen at a locality four miles up the channel which leads from South 
Bay to the west coast, where the rocks of C. seem to form a little 
broken synclinal, with steep dips, and strike nearly parallel to the 
direction of the passage. Grey felspathic sandstones are here inter- 
bedded with dark argillites, all much hardened, and holding on the 
north side of the fold a little anthracite coal, the fragments of which 
are bounded by small faults by which the rocks are here dissected, 
No estimate of the thickness or character of the seam at this place can 
be formed, and the coal is only interesting as showing that the rocks 
continue thus far at least to maintain their coal-bearing character. 
This locality was one of which Mr. Richardson was informed, but had 
not time to visit. ‘ 

Subdivision C. is throughout characterized by the great abundance 
of fossils.* These occur in both the sandstones and shales, and fre- 
quently are specially abundant in the caleareous nodules, of which each - 
one in some places contains an Ammonite or other form. The rocks form 
i synclinal in Alliford Bay, and fringe the north-eastern part of Maude 


4 


eee eee 
* The fossils described by Mr. J. F. Whiteaves in Mesozoic Fossils, Vol. I., Part 1., are almost 


exclusively from this horizon. Those collected by me during the summer of 1878 are not referred 


ue Mis fanny but will be described ina succeeeding part of the yolume to which reference is 


Westward, after a gap occupied by the upper beds, they reappear at 
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Island, crossing it with considerable width about the middle, and run- 
ning thence to the south-east end of South Island. They constitute the 
whole north shore of Bear-skin Bay and the greater part of Lina Island. ee eR 
Shallow Bay, and run thence northward, past the coal mine and up the 
valley of Slate Chuck Creek. They form the shore for a breadth of 
over a mile in the vicinity of Salt Spring Bay, and in a compressed and 
partly overturned synclinal occupy the entire width of the Long Arm, 
appearing in a zone of variable thickness on both shores. A short distance 
north-west of Steep Point, a promontary is composed of rather massive 
sandstones of this series, the thickness of which must be about 600 
feet. These appear again at Young Point, on the opposite side of Long 
Arm. 

On the south shore, east of Alliford Bay, the rocks described on 
page 70 B. are also probably referable to subdivision C. 

The thickness of subdivision C., though variable, is great. On the Thickness. 
north side of Bear-skin Bay, south of the main fault, the section appears 
to be undisturbed, and would indicate a thickness of about 5000 feet, 
the summit not being seen. On Lina and Maude Islands, the thickness 
was estimated at about 4200 feet. North of Shallow Bay, near the coal 
mine, the thickness of the entire subdivision is probably not over 3200 
feet, unless undiscovered faults affect the section, while in Long Arm, 
the part included in the fold is not over 1800 feet thick. 


D. Agglomerates.—Subdivision D. forms the mass of Mount Seymour, Subdivision D. 
and the mountains on both sides of Long Arm, the greater part of the 
eastern end of Maude Island, Leading Island and islets adjacent, and 
in a horse-shoe-shaped synclinal surrounds Alliford Bay, and the low 
land at its head. On the north shore it stretches north-eastward from 
the point next west of Image Point for at least three miles, and forms 
Bare and Tree Islands. Its great spread here is accounted for by the 
fact that it is undulating at angles not very high. The thickness of Thickness. 
the rocks is estimated at about 3500 feet. They are almost exclusively, 
of volcanic origin, though some layers show traces of water action in 
the rounding of fragments. Some beds may have been flows of molten 
matter, but most are of a fragmental character, either agglomerates 
or tufaceous sandstones, of greenish, greyish, brown or purple tints. Lithological 
On the east end of Maude Island, and near Leading Island, some 
fragments are four or five feet in diameter. The material is almost 


_ everywhere predominantly felspathic, and some specimens resemble 


typical porphyrite of rather coarse grain. At the east side of the 
point north of Alliford Bay, hard dark tufaceous sandstones are found 


graduating into agglomerates, some of which, however, have their 


fragments so well rounded as to be more appropriately designated 
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conglomerates. Many layers here become calcareous from the inclusion 
of organic remains, of which some are evidently shells, though too 
poorly preserved for recognition, except in the case of one or two 
specimens, which appear to be Ostree. 


Subdivision E. E. Lower Sandstones—Subdivision HE. underlies the last. Near 
the centre of the south side of Maude Island a small area, which 
is supposed to represent the rocks of the Triassic, is found. 
Westward it appears to be limited by a fault, but eastward 
it is overlain by a small thickness of beds partly of a tufaceous 
character, but containing also ordinary sandstones, which in some 

Fossils. places include calcareous layers with many fossils. These, while 
in some cases specifically identical with those of Subdivision C., include 
a few species not yet found in that part of the section, and thus present 
a general facies somewhat different from it. On the east side of South 
Bay, similar rocks are again found intervening between those of sup- 
posed Triassic age and subdivision D. 

Bods Hast of East of Alliford Bay a break in the section occurs, in which the 
junction of D. and E. is concealed, but beyond it, and apparently dip- 
ping conformably below D, are greenish, ashy sandstones, interbedded 
with shales, and pretty closely resembling the rocks of the two last- 
mentioned places. Following the shore eastward, the section is not 
continuous, but the beds above described might be supposed to overlie 
a great series which is frequently well exposed on -the beach for a 
distance of three and a half miles, beyond which the rocks are concealed 
by the superficial deposits of the flat land about Spit Point. East of 
the greenish ashy sandstones and shales first described, this series con- 

Probably be- sists of dark shales, more or less arenaceous, anda great thickness of 
massive or thin-bedded sandstones, with occasional layers of well round- 
ed conglomerate and frequent zones characterized by large calcareous 
nodules. Toward the base, fragments of coal, produced from drift wooed, 
ave frequently imbedded in the sandstones. With the exception of these 
conglomerate layers, the series so much resembles that of subdivision C., 
as represented on the north shore of Bear-skin Bay, that it is probable 
it belongs to this subdivision. The fossils found, though not very 
numerous, also seem to resemble those of ©. It is therefore supposed 
that a fault, with about the position marked on the map, crosses the 
mouth of the inlet east of the Alliford Bay synclinal, and by an exten- 
sive downthrow to the east causes the repetition of the lower shales, 
which, between the line of the fault and eastern end of the section, 
must be represented in nearly their entire thickness. 


The thickness of the entire series of rocks belonging to the — 
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The fault ulluded to in the preceding paragraphs as the main fault Main fault. 

is one which was indicated by Mr. Richardson as running from Anchor 

Cove across to Shallow Bay. It appears again westward on the south- 

west side of Steep Point, and probably runs on through the hollow 

which leads from Long Arm to North Arm. In the opposite direction 

it appears to run north of Triangle Island, to cut off the continuation 

of the conglomerates north of Burnt Island, to pass between Lina 

Island and the north shore of the inlet, and to strike that of Bear-skin 

Bay where a sudden change of attitude is found in the beds. At this Other faults. 
fault an extensive downthrow northward has occurred. A second 
important fault is supposed to run north-westward across Maude 

- Island, with a downthrow of the strata to the south-west, which 
accounts for the sudden disappearance of the beds of sub-divisions D. 

and B., and the underlying Triassic rocks. Where it cuts the north 

shore of Maude Island the beds are disturbed, and indications of its 

course are again found near Withered Point. A third fault must run 

across the south-eastern extremity of South Island, on which the strata 

have slipped down to the north-west, bringing the beds of Subdivision 

@. in contact with the older limestones. (see p. 62 B.) 


7 The Cowgitz Coal Mine.—This mine is situated on that outcrop of Coal mine. 
‘Subdivision C. which has been described as running northward from 
Shallow Bay, and eventually turning north-westward up the valley of 
the Slate Chuck. The principal openings have been made at adistance 

of about a mile in a north-north-easterly direction from Anchor Cove. 

The Queen Charlotte Coal Mining Company (limited) was formed in 
Victoria in 1865 to open up the deposits of anthracite which had been 
discovered here, and in the attempted development of the property Pele eee 
large sum of money was expended between that date and the abandon- 
ment of the enterprise about 1872. The mine was connected with the 
coast by a substantial tramway, a wharf and the necessary buildings 
for the accommodation of the men erected, with screens and all the 
appliances for a large output. It is very desirable to take into careful 
consideration all the circumstances which have operated in bringing 
about the unfortunate suspension of this enterprise, not only in the 


“= 
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e invested money in it, but on account of the 


interest of those who hav | 
able 


importance which would attach to the discovery of really work 
deposits of anthracite coal on the Pacifie seaboard. 
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Fig. 4. Puan or Cowerrz Coan MINE AND VICINITY, SKIDEGATE, 
Showing the Openings Made on the Coal and the Probable Course of the Seam. 


(The area shaded in broken lines is that occupied by Subdivision D. The area without shading 
is that of C., overlain by B., represented by dotted shading.) 


The Plan based chiefly on measurements made by Mr. Richardson in 1872. 


Beamination Mr. Richardson at the time of his visit in 1872 enjoyed facilities for 

by Mr. Richard- +he examination of the immediate vicinity of the mine not existing at 
present, for during the years intervening a thick growth of bushes 
and weeds has covered everything, and the various tunnels and open- 


. 


~~ 
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ings have much deteriorated in condition. I shall therefore briefly 

allude to the facts established in Mr. Richardson’s report, to which 

reference must be made for the details of his observations.” 

_- The position of the coal is best shown in the opening called Hooper Hooper, Creek 
Creek Tunnel in Mr. Richardson’s report, but spoken of as King’s ee 
Opening and Nicholson’s Tunnel in reports addressed to the Company. 
This is situated on the right or west bank of Hooper Creek, where it 
descends steeply from the base of Mount Seymour before reaching the 


less steeply inclined valley by which it flows to Shallow Bay. This 


tunnel has been driven, according to Mr. Richardson, in a direction 

N. 69° W. for 190 feet through vertical beds of black shale, with clay 
ironstone. At this point it intersected the coal, and followed it ina 

bearing N. 53° W., gradually turning to N. 29° E. in a distance of about Appearance = 
450 feet. Where first struck the coal showed from two to three feet ofcoal. 
thick of good anthracite. It increased in a short distance to a total 
thickness of about six feet, in which there were two veins of pure coal 
averaging three feet, and one foot three inches in thickness respectively, 

but separated by a shaly midrib of about six inches. Towards the end 

of the tunnel the seam gradually narrowed, and where the work was 

stopped Mr. Richardson could not convince himself that any coal was 

present, though it is stated in a report made to the Directors in 1869 foal traced, 
that the seam where abandoned had again expanded to a width of’ orfe ines- 


foot six inches. Mr. Deans also informs me that by removing the 


surface covering he has traced the seam, though in a broken and 
weathered state, some distance beyond the position of the end of the 
tunnel, so that there is no reason to believe that the coal absolutely 
terminates at this point. This outcrop called King’s vein was dis- 
covered by Mr. King in 1867, and after it had been opened by the 


_ tunnel above described, in’ 1869, about 800 tons of coal were extracted, 


and a portion of it shipped to Victoria. The anthracite rests either Coal shipped. 


directly on a tufaceous or felspathic sandstone like that formerly 


of Unio Hubbardi, and show occasional films of anthracite. 


described as characterizing the summit of Subdivision D., or with the 
intermediation of a thin and irregular layer of compact black shale. It 

is overlain by similar black shales, which in some places hold abundance 

The surface Position of the 

on which the coal lies has been undulating, and the irregularity of the its 
deposit has been increased by subsequent small local disturbances, 


_ evidenced by slickensided surfaces. The beds are now either vertical 


or slightly overturned. In working in this tunnel the quantity of 
inflammable gas exuding from the shales was so great as to necessitate 


the use of safety-lamps. In other smaller openings, made lower down 


- Hooper Creek on the same side, no coal appears to have been found, 


( 


* Report of Progress, 1872-73, p. 57. 
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though it is to be presumed its horizon was reached. The larger | 
tunnels driven westward from Robinson Creek have not been carried © 
far enough to strike the Hooper Creek seam. 

On Robinson Creek, joining Hooper Creek from the north-east, but 
running nearly parallel with it where opposite the Hooper Creek 
tunnel, a good deal of work has been done. In Hutchinson’s tunnel, 
situated about eleven chains north-eastward from the Hooper Creek 
tunnel, and 430 feet in length, no coal appears to have been obtained, 
with the exception of a three inch seam near its mouth. In three— 
small tunnels made by Mr. Robinson, at distances of three, nine and 
eleven chains above Hutchinson’s, coal was found. In the first, accord- 
ing to a report prepared by Mr. Landale for the company, in 
November, 1869, the seam was three feet thick; in the second and 
third, seven feet, but ‘soft,’ an.expression which seems from the 
appearance of coal still to be seen on the dumps, to mean that though 
good anthracite it is completely crushed, probably by movement of 
the strata subsequent to its formation. About thirteen chains below 
Hutchinson’s tunnel, also on the right bank of Robinson Creek, is 
Wilkes’ Tunnel, said to be 450 feet long. It appears to have been 
driven sufficiently far to intersect the coal subsequently to be men- 
tioned as occurring between Hooper and Robinson Creeks, and at its 
énd a black shale with Unio Hubbardi, like that seen in the Hooper 
Creek tunnel, was found by Mr. Richardson. 

On the hill between Hooper Creek tunnel and Hutchinson’s, three 
small shafts have been sunk. In one of these good coal occurs, related, 
as shown in the following section by Mr. Richardson, to the neighbour- 
ing beds.— 


FEET IN, 
Goal, 2oqd anthracite... 2. icc ainesileg ‘taiis sekeeiebicicies Secoattip eines 0 6 
Black arpillaceous: Shaler... «40. cicero eis winictacemie neereiee 4 6 
Coal, good anthracite, called “the three-feet seam”...... avesee 2 5 
Black argillaceous shale, with nodules of clay ironstone........ 11 0 
Grey trap, or it may be altered sandstone..... fale tariele a etree ate sete rena 0 

260 5G 


The first-mentioned bed is on the south-west side, the strata being 
vertical. In one of the other shafts earthy impure coal was found ; 
in the third little or no anthracite was obtained. 

It has been supposed that there are in the vicinity of the Cowgitz 
Mine two or three distinct seams of anthracite, that on Hooper Creek 
being the lowest, while those opened on to the eastward and northward 
are higher in the series. It appears to me probable, however, that 
with the possible exception of small irregular seams, there is but a 
single coal-bearing horizon, and that that lies immediately above the 
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agglomerates and felspathic sandstones of Subdivision D. The coal in 
Hooper Creek tunnel is found turning east, and probably bends round 
eventually to a south-easterly strike, running to the trial shafts above 
described, and then again doubling abruptly on itself, continues up the 
south-west side of Robinson Creek. This structure may be, and prob- 
ably is, complicated by small faults, which destroy to some extent its 
regularity; but by supposing its existence we account readily for the 
presence of the peculiar dark argillites with Unio Hubbardi near the 
seam on both Hooper and Robinson Creeks, the absence of the so-called 
three-feet seam in the Wilkes tunnel, the appearance of the trap-like 
rock on the north-east of the coal in the above quoted section (this rock 
seeming to represent that found on the south-east side of the coal on 
Hooper Creek), the similarity of appearance and structure in the coal 
‘seam in the section and that of Hooper Creek, and other points. In 
the diagram of the vicinity of the coal mine the probable course of 
the seam on this supposition is indicated, with the areas occupied by 
‘Subdivisions B., C. and D. 

From the descriptions above given, it will be evident that the coal 
seam is in itself irregular in quality and thickness. This has arisen 
partly no doubt from the inequality of the surface on which it has 
rs been laid down, but there seems also to have been a considerable amount 
~ of movement between the top of the already hard volcanic rocks of D., 
~ and unconsolidated sediments of E., during the flexure of the strata; 
which, while it may cause the seam to be very thin or altogether want- 
ing in some places, may have rendered it extremely thick in others. 
‘Such irregularity, though to a smaller degree, has been met with in the 
now well known measures of Nanaimo, and if it can once be shown by 
more extended exploration that the average thickness of the seam is 
_ sufficiently great, this will be of comparatively little consequence. 

I had supposed, before visiting the mine, that the coal might prove 
to be an inspissated bituminous deposit like the well known Albertite 
_ of New Brunswick, but which had been more thoroughly metamor- 
7 _phosed. This is not the case, however, and an origin similar to that of 
ordinary coals must be attributed to it, though it is probable that the 
hs carbonaceous material has, at the time of its deposition, assumed that 

pulpy state which has elsewhere resulted in the production of cannel or 

‘anthracite coals. It will be observed, however, that with the exception 
_ of the beds immediately surrounding the coal seam, the fossils found 
are marine, and do not indicate the recurrence at different stratigraphi- 
; cal horizons of the terrestrial conditions which, in the Carboniferous coal 
- formation, has resulted in the accumulation of many superposed coal 
beds. Many fragments of wood converted to coal occur in the higher 
: members of the-formation, but these have been drifted from the shore 
¢ n 
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and imbedded with sea-shells: We cannot, therefore, in the areas yet 
examined, look very hopefully for coal seams in any of the beds over- | 
lying the horizon now under discussion. It appears, however, that at 
the time represented by this horizon the conditions for the deposition 
of coal were somewhat wide spread. As already mentioned, the charac- 
teristic massive carbonaceous shales with lenticular seams of anthracite, 
occur in the same relation to Subdivision D. some miles up Slate Chuck 
Creek. Southward they are again found holding anthracite—but, so 
far as known, broken and impure only—near Salt Spring Bay ; while 
five and a half miles on a due south-bearing from Cowgitz is situated 
the locality previously described, on the channel which leads to the 
west coast. 

The definition of the true relation of the coal to series C. and D., as_ 
above given, will prove an important aid in carrying on further explo- 
rations in this locality. The junction of these rocks is easily traced, 
though the precise horizon of the coal is often covered by low land, 
and it is in following this from place to place, and examining it where 
necessary by shallow surface work, that the best means of proving the 
true value of the deposit will be found. Attention may be directed in 
particular to the thorough exploration of this line on all the little 
streams flowing into the Long Arm, and also, perhaps, to the east end 
of Maude Island. The locality about the Cowgitz Mine is exceptionally 
disturbed, and this by the duplication of the outcrops has no doubt 
caused an appearance of a great quantity of coal, and supplied fragments 
in abundance to the gravels of the various brooks. It has added, how- 
ever, to the difficulty of tracing the seam, and greatly hindered its 
satisfactory exploration by workings. The great degree of flexure and 
disturbance has also probably caused the more complete alteration of 
the coaly matter forming the seam, but the character of the beds on the 
Long Arm, while more regular, is such as to show that any coal, even 
if originally bituminous, would probably there also be converted to 
anthracite. 

Tn appearance, the coal resembles the anthracites of some portions 
of the Carboniferous coal-méasures, and in composition compares fayor- 
ably with them. ‘The two following analyses, by Dr. B. J. Harrington 
are quoted from the Report of Progress 1872-73, p. 81. The first is of 
a specimen from the Hooper Creek tunnel, the second from the so- 
called three-feet seam. Both were collected by Mr. Richardson. 
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On reviewing the appearance presented by the seams, it would Beonomicvatue 
appear that too great dependence has been placed on their continuity ‘Re terest 
and uniformity, without the necessary amount of preliminary explor- 
ation to determine these points. The indications were not such as to 
justify a heavy: expenditure in preparing for the shipment of coal, but 
quite sufficiently promising to render a very careful and systematic 
examination of the locality desirable. This yet remains to be accom- 
plished, not necessarily by expensive underground work, but preferably 
by the tracing and examination by costeening pits or otherwise of the 
whole length of the outcrop of the coal-bearing horizon. 

It is, however, evident that the knowledge of this region so far 
‘obtained affords no ground for the belief that it is equally important as 
a coal-bearing district with Nanaimo or Comox, on Vancouver Island, 
where the conditions suitable to the formation of coal have occurred 
not only over wide areas, but at several distinct horizons in the 
Cretaceous rocks. 


Cumshewa Inlet and Coast between Skidegate and Cumshewa. 


Between Skidegate and Cumshewa the coast being low, exposures Agglomerates 
‘are infrequent. The rocks seen are agglomerates and tufaceous sand- pnd tnoveds 
‘stones generally highly felspathic, and associated with some massive 
felspathic materials of uncertian origin. These rocks on the whole 
resemble pretty closely those of Subdivision D. of the Skidegate section, 
to which they may belong. Under the supposition that they represent 
this part of the series, and that if softer ordinary sedimentary beds 
‘underlie the coast line they have been worn away and concealed, the 
whole has been coloured—though still with some doubt—as belonging 
to the Cretaceous. 

The northern entrance point of Cumshewa Inlet is composed of in- Dioritic granite 
‘trusive rock, cheifly diorite and dioritic granite, but the greater part 
of the shores of the inlet are formed of rocks of the Cretaceous series. 

‘The Skidegate section having been described in some detail, it will be 
‘unnecessary to refer to these in other than brief terms, though the sub- 

‘division adopted for Skidegate cannot here be strictly carried out. 

Between McKay’s Cove and the Cumshewa Indian village, and on the agglomerates. 
little island near the village, the rocks are agglomerates and tufaceous 
‘sandstones of dark colour. They are hard and traversed by dioritic 

“dykes in a few places. On the island, though well bedded, the rocks 

‘from their fine grain might well be mistaken for diorites. A few 

“hundred yards east of the Indian village, many small veins traverse 

the agglomerate rocks, and contain iron pyrites and galena in about Lead. 

equal proportion. One vein about eighteen inches wide was noticed, 
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but found to run out rapidly in both directions. These volcanic rocks 
are supposed to represent those of Subdivision D. of Skidegate. 

In following the north shore of the inlet, a gap of about a mile now 
occurs in the section, beyond which the rocks are frequently seen, and 
sometimes continuously exposed for long stretches between tide marks. 
To the vicinity of Conglomerate Point they appear to represent the 
lower shales and sandstones, or Subdivision C. of the Skidegate section. 
Their general dip is southward, and they lie asa rule at an angle of 


about twenty degrees, though in several places they are nearly hori- 


zontal, or slightly undulating, over considerable areas, and occasionally 
become quite vertical. Owing to the close general correspondence of 
the direction of the shore with their strike, and irregularities in the 
rocks themselves; it was found impossible to arrive at a satisfactory 
estimate of the thickness of the entire series, though a measurement 
was carried out with this object. It may be stated, however, that this 
thickness is probably not less than 2000 feet, and may-be much more. 

In their general character the rocks resemble pretty closely those of 
the same part of the series in Skidegate, but sandstones are here less 
important, and arenaceous shales more largely represented. Many layers 
are nodular, and in some cases highly fossiliferous, though each nodule 
does not invariably contain a fossil. In some beds the nodules become 
large pale lenticular masses of limestone, like those frequently found 
in Skidegate. 

A short distance east of the Peninsula pale yellowish grits, 
which are supposed to be the base of Subdivision C., are seen. 
They form a small anticlinal, as shown in Figure 6, and to 
the south-west are overlain by dark argillites, in some places 
concretionary and fossiliferous. These appear to be interleaved 
with one important, and perhaps one or more minor sheets of voleanic 
rock, which seems to be contemporaneousin origin. Atthe extremity of 
the Peninsula the argillites are seen in wide exposures between high and 
low-water marks, and appear to be folded in a rather sharp synclinal, 
though this may be a local disturbance not profoundly affecting the 
rocks, According to the view taken of it, the thickness of strata shown 
between the grits and highest argillites, is either 800 or 1200 feet. 

A mile and a quarter west of the Peninsula, is situated the locality in 
which fossils were found most abundantly. Half a mile further on, a 
green basic volcanic rock forms a low cliff along the shore. It is. 
associated with sandstones, and has an appearance of being stratified, 
which is probably, however, in this. instance fellacious, as the rock 
seems to be a diorite, and the strata near 1¢ are confused. 
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Conglomerate ‘The little promontory of which Conglomerate Point forms the south- 

ee ern extremity, is composed of massive conglomerates and coarse 
greenish-grey sandstones. The conglomerates hold fragments often | 
several inches, and sometimes two feet in diameter of felspathic and 
dioritic rocks, with occasional pieces of grey sub-crystalline limestone, 
and argillites and argillaceous limestone of dark colours. ‘These are 
evidently derived from the underlying Triassic formation, which has 
been fully hardened at the time of the formation of the conglomerate. 
Some pebbles of shaly argillite were found to contain fossils. 

The conglomerates join with the associated sandstones along undu- 
lating lines, and the whole deposit evidences littoral conditions and the 
action of currents. 

Conglomerate These conglomerates probably represent those of Subdivision B. at 

helen Skidegate. They form asynclinal, of which the axis runs about N. 40° 
W., but which appears to be cut off southward by a fault or faults, the 
downthrow of which has been to the north. On the north side of the 
conglomerates the lower shales go down with at least the volume above 
assigned to them as a minimum thickness of the subdivision, but south 
of the fault they reappear with a visible thickness of only 660 fect. 
This thickness is exposed in a distance of about a quarter of a mile, 
between the fault at Conglomerate Point and the outer side of the next 

Unconformable point to the south-west. The southern edge of the lower shales is here 

Tisate, "found resting uncomformably on the flaggy argillites of the Triassic, 
and as this is one of the places in which the unconformity between the 
formations is most clearly shown, a short description of it may be given. 
The underlying series is exposed for a breadth of 300 feet, and is found 
to be composed of regularly bedded flaggy argillites, becoming cal- 
careous in some places. These have a general southward dip at an 
angle of about 40°, but are somewhat contorted on a small scale. On 
the north side, a concealed interval of 140 feet intervenes between 
these and the lowest visible rocks of the overlying group, which are 
then found with north-eastward dips at angles of 20° to 30°, They are 
sandstones, generally soft and rather shaly, and spread over a wide area 
on the beach, holding large and small ealearcous nodules, which are 
arranged parallel to the bedding, and in some cases contain abundance 
of marine shells, of which a Leda or Yoldia is the most abundant, The 
nodules also hold obscure fragments of plants and calcified stems and 
twigs of wood, while in the sandstones similar woody fragments have 
been converted into true coal. This is in some cases evidently in the 
form of branches or small trunks of trees, but is also found in rounded 
masses, which, it is supposed, may have been derived from partly con- 
solidated peaty beds of nearly contemporaneous origin. 
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a. Cretaceous sandstones, 6. Triassic argillites. 
ey EMT LY Uf, Lit UY DT 
KEIEAE. Sty Ye Yj YU WV); Jap 
EE SYM IML IEEE LL, 


Fig. $. DetTarts OF JUNCTION OF CRETACEOUS SANDSTONES AND Triassic ARGILLITES. 
a. Cretaceous sandstones. 6. Triassic argillites. 


On the south side of the underlying rocks, and resting upon them, Unconformable 
sandstones like those just described are seen at low tide. The beds of both Galactus and 
- formations here dip in the same direction and nearly at the same angle, "“"~ 
and might be supposed to form parts of a conformable series, but on 
close examination it is found that the overlying sandstones irregularly 
overlap the argillites in several places, asshewnin the cut. Itis only by 
. accident that they rest for a certain distance parallel to the bedding of 
the underlying argillites, in the same way that the sand of a modern 
sea-beach might lie upon and against the sloping broken surface of a bed 
ofrock. It is found that the surface of the argillites is irregular below 
the sandstones, with pieces of the former detaching themselves to be- 
come pebbles. The sandstones also fill irregular channels and hollows 
in the argillites, the surfaces of which have been completely rounded 
and smoothed by the action of the waves before the deposition of the 
sandstones. The lower beds seem to have been in hardness and habit 
' of weathering exactly as at present, and their surface is now being 
again exposed under the action of a later sea. (See Figs. 7 and 8.) 
. The small area of underlying rocks here seen must have been at the eee 
sea-level at the time of the deposition of the beds above described, and 
was doubtless covered by the succeeding beds of the Lower Shales, 
_ which have since been removed by denudation. The beds here found 
, lying upon the older rocks are not, however, probably the lowest of 
the overlying formation. There has doubtless been a progressive 
overlap, and in the part of the series here shown we do not find the 
* conditions which have accompanied the deposition of the coal at 
 Skidegate. Ifthe coal-bearing character of the strata persists thus far 
southward it is in the lowest beds of the Lower Shales that the seams 
must be looked for. From this place to the head of the West Arm of 
Cumshewa Inlet, rocks of the Cretaceous series continue to characterize 
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the north shore wherever it was examined; the strike is not far from 
parallel with the coast line, being N. 80° W., with the dips generally 

Conglomerate. northward. Between the point above mentioned and Boat Cove a 
shallow synclinal may occur, which would account for the reappear- 
ance of conglomerates in the little islands off the mouth of the cove. 
The point of high land which separates the western and southern arms 
of the inlet may probably be an anticlinal. It is formed, as far as 
examined, of older rocks. The apex of the point is composed of a 
hard but much shattered felspathic rock which may be intrusive, 
while on the south side of the North Arm grey limestones, inter- 
bedded with greenish altered amygdaloids of the character frequently 
found in the older or Triassic series of rocks, occur. 


eo vaih Mo- On the south-east side of the South Arm flaggy argillites occur. They 
were observed.to become conglomeritic in one place with fragments of 
the underlying limestone, which might be supposed to show that they 
belong to the coal-bearing series. They hold, however, the character- 
istic Triassic Monotis. Near where the south shore of the inlet turns 
to an east and west course the Cretaceous sandstones again appear with 
general southerly dips. 

Agglomerates. | Near the southern entrance point of the inlet, the rocks are greyish 
or greenish agglomerates, with interstratified tufaceous beds and sand- 
stones. The whole not unlike those of the vicinity of Cumshewa 
village. These rocks probably form the cliff which rises behind 
the Skedans village, while the little promontary near it is composed of 
older rocks, much altered locally. A mile and a half south-west of the 
village, near the bottom of the bay, the southern margin of the 
Cretaceous is found, though its actual junction with the older rocks is 
concealed. The lowest bed seen is an agglomerate, comparatively’ soft, 
which holds some fragments of flaggy argillite and of the massive 
grey limestone associated with it. The superior position of this agglo- 
merate to those which are associated with the limestones, is shown by 
the fact that the limestone and argillite fragments appear to have 
been fully hardened when included, and moreover, in some places show 
evidence of water action in rounding them. 

Folds and There are thus in Cumshewa Inlet probably several folds of the 
Cretaceous rocks, the axes of the fiexures lying nearly parallel to the 
main direction of the inlet. Beds exactly representing those with 
which the coal occurs at Skidegate were nowhere seen, nor was any 
indication of the existence of workable deposits of coal in the parts of 
the series exposed discovered. The existence of several faults, run- 
ing nearly parallel to the inlet is suspected, though the only one of 
these actually placed, is that of Conglomerate Point. 
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On the east side of the point east of Pillar Bay, on the north shore Junction of 
of Graham Island, the rocks, which are entirely, or for the most part, re ae 
- of the Tertiary igneous series, are strangely disturbed. They dip at 
high angles in various directions, and some beds have been shattered 
in place. These appearances may indicate the existence of an important 
fault. West of the point beds of the Cretaceous coal-bearing series are 
found, and best exposed in the vicinity of the remarkable Pillar Rock. Pillar Rock. 
This tower-like rock rises abruptly from the beach between tide-marks 
to a height of about ninety feet. It stands near the eastern side of the 
___ bay, with no cliffs or other rocks comparable in height near it, though 
it is surrounded by reefs and rocks awash, and connected at low water 
with a little low tree-clad islet, and with the mainland by a spit of sand. 
It is composed of conglomerate, formed of well rounded but often very 
large pebbles, dipping S. 43° E. << 45°. The bedding is distinctly seen 
in the bare sides of the rock, and is also marked by the slope of its 
summit, which is truncated by a parallel plane. 
From the Pillar Rock the conglomerates and associated sandstones Conglomerates. 
are frequently seen along the shore to Parry Passage. The conglome- 
rates greatly preponderate, but are well bedded, and contain layers of 
_  thin-bedded sandstones, holding occasional large stones. They resemble 
pretty closely the conglomerates of Subdivision B. at Skidegate, differ- 
ing chiefly in the abundance of large well-rounded stones, which would 
appear to indicate a rough shore-line. The pebbles are in some cases 
of grey massive limestone, and of black shaly rocks like those of the 
Triassic, while dioritic and granitic fragments are abundant. 
c On the east end of Lucy Island and the reef running off from it, Rock of North 
conglomerates, with some shaly beds, are seen. These strike across in sa 
the direction of the Indian village on North Island, and dip off a mass 
of grey crystalline micaceous trachyte-porphyry. On the east coast of 
_ North Island, conglomerates, underlain by thin-bedded sandstones and 
dark shaly beds, continue for three miles, when they are replaced by 
crystalline diorite, differing from the rock of Lucy Island, and probably 
intrusive and of greater age than the Cretaceous series. The south-west 
shore of North Island, to about the centre of Cloak Bay, is composed 
of the Cretaceous rocks, bounded to the north-west by crystalline rocks 
like those just mentioned, of which Lucy Island is also composed. At 
4: the east end of Cloak Bay the conglomerates rise in cliffs and rugged 
G pinnacled rocks, against which the sea breaks with great fury in south- 
westerly gales. The west side of Henslung Cove is of conglomerate, 
the east of shaly beds and sandstones, which appear to overlie the last. 
These are again followed in ascending order by massive conglomerates 


South side of 
Parry Passage, 
and Lepas Bay. 


Trachyte. 


General 
character of 
rocks. 


Area of the 
Tertiary. 
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and sandstones, which, with the exception of a considerable thickness 
of shaly beds north of Lucy Island, continue to the south-east point. 
On the south side of Parry Passage, the Cretaceous rocks are found 
overlying a rock like that of Lucy Island. The bedded rocks dip of 
the igneous, but the character of the line of junction is such as to lead 
to the belief that the igneous rock is an intrusion of later date, and has 
thrust up the strata, acting on them somewhat about the junction. This 
is also borne out by the fact that no pebbles of the peculiar rock of 
Lucy Island were found among those of the conglomerates, while 
diorites like those of the north end of North Island are abundantly 
represented. In Bruin Bay, rather soft blackish and olive shaly beds 
occur nearly horizontal in the coves, while the points are of the in- 
trusive rock. Similar igneous rock is seen on the trail which leads 
across to Lepas Bay, south of Cape Knox, on the west coast, and appears 
also to form Cape Knox itself. On the south side of the bay, greyish, 
blackish and olive coloured shaly beds like those of Bruin Bay 
occur, dipping nearly due south. They were found in one place to 
hold thin layers of limestone, which is composed almost entirely of 
broken shells of Inoceramus, is brown in colour, and gives a slightly 
foetid odour when struck. These, with some worm-tracks from the 
same place, were the only fossils found in this area of the Cretaceous. 
Just beyond the south point of the bay last mentioned, the shales are 
overlain by a massive grey rock which appears to be in great thickness, 
rather fine grained and apparently a trachyte. Its junction with the 
shales is well shown, and seemingly quite conformable. It is probably 
a part of the series, and is traversed in several directions by jointage 


planes, and sometimes assumes pseudo-columnar forms, giving rise to » 


the pinnacles and jutting crags by which this part of the coast is 
characterized. =. 

The subdivisions used in describing the Cretaceous rocks of Skidegate 
Inlet do not seem to be applicable to those of the north-west extremity 
of the islands, though it is possible that we have here represented beds 
referable to Subdivision E. only. The character of the deposit is here 
pre-eminently littoral, as evidenced by the rough conglomerates. - No 
coal was observed, and the only traces of plants were a few obscure 
fragments in the rocks of the east coast of North Island. 


TERTIARY. 


Rocks of Tertiary age, so far as ascertained, occur on Graham Island 
only. They form the greater part of this island, extending from Skide- 
gate to Pillar Bay on the north coast, and underlying the low country 
which forms the north-eastern part of the island probably throughout, 
though seldom seen where the drift covering is deep. At the heads of 
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Masset Inlet voleanie rocks of Tertiary age still prevail, and as the 
distance through to the west coast cannot be great and no high land 
intervenes, it is probable that a considérable portion of the shore from 
~ _Hippa Island northward is also characterized by these rocks. Though 
this part of the coast was not examined, the supposition is further 
confirmed by the statement of Vancouver that the coast to the north 
of Hippa Island is less bold and broken than that southward, and by 
the fact that I was shown by the Indians a fragment of amber said to Amber. 
have been picked up on that part of the coast. The comparatively 
shoal region to the north of the island doubtless depends on the sub- 
marine extension of the Tertiary, while a great part of the strait 
' between Graham Island and the archipelago fringing the mainland 
also probably lies over Tertiary rocks. As elsewhere mentioned, lignite 
is washed ashore abundantly on the east coast of Graham Island. 

It is not improbable that strata of Tertiary age may underlie a part of SDS 
the coast about Spit Point, to the south of Skidegate Inlet, or at least Brook. 
may occur at no great distance off shore; as specimens of lignite are 
found there on the beach. On the north side of Skidegate Inlet, how- 
ever, rocks of this age are found in place about the mouth of Chin-oo- 
kun-dl brook, south of Lawn Hill. They are here hard thin-bedded 
'. _ arenaceous clays, grey in colour, and frequently with bedding planes 
; covered with shining micaceous particles. There are also hard, coarse, 
sandy beds and clayey gravels, holding well rounded pebbles, associa- 
ted with argillaceous lignite, and including trunks and branches of trees Lignite. 
‘which are converted into coal-black lignite, though still retaining much 
; of their woody texture. The beds appear on the whole to be nearly 
or quite horizontal. : 

P Opposite Lawn Hill, on the coast, igneous rocks referable to the Tufsocons, 
‘Tertiary appear, and account for the existence of this slight elevation. 
A fine-grained dull greyish-brown basaltic rock, with a thickness of 
fifty feet or more, is the highest. It appears to be regularly bedded, 
though this is probably owing to flow structure, and rests upon a great 
mass of pale-coloured tufaceous agglomerate. This is a soft light 
___ porous rock, still in much the same state as at the time of its formation. Drift lignite. 
It contains occasional small fragments of lignite, and is thus pretty 
certainly of later date than the ordinary sedimentary beds just described. 

From this point to Tow Hill on the north coast of Graham Island, 
4 between Rose Point and Masset, no deposits of greater age than those 
L of the glacial period are seen along the shore. The country continues 
3 low, and on the beach many fragments of lignite may be picked up. 
These have evidently been torn from parts of the bottom which aro 
4: subject to the occasional action of the sea during storms. Two varie- 
4 ties of lignite are represented, one compact ana evidently produced from 
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wood; the other laminated and much softer. This is frequently 
perforated by the holes of boring molluscs. 

Forming the bank of the Hi-ellan River at its mouth at Tow Hill, is a 
dark greenish-brown granular rock, probably doleritic which weathers 
brown, and is laminated in such wise as to simulate regular bedding. 
Below high-water mark on the west side of the point a similar rock is 
found overlying a small exposure of pale grey sandy clay, very hard, 
and holding obscure root-like vegetable traces. These rocks pass 
beneath those of Tow Hill, which presents a cliff of over 200 feet in 
height to the sea, but slopes away more gradually inland. The cliff 
displays a mass of columnar prisms which run with scarcely a brealx 
from base to summit. This material is like that just described, but 
more compact, and less easily affected by the weather. 

At Ya-kan Point one and a half miles further west, the next rock 
exposures are found. ‘The rocks are here sandstones, generally with a 
calcareous cement, and in some layers becoming irregularly honey- 
combed and weathering away fast along crack-lines. Pebbles are 
abundant in a few places, while other beds contain so much argillaceous 
matter that they might almost be called shales. Many branches and 
irregular masses of wood converted to lignite are included. Some of 
the bedding planes are covered with obscure vegetable fragments, 
among which an impression of a dicotyledinous leaf was recognized. 
The beds undulate at low angles but have perhaps a general dip inshore. 
Pieces of lignite are here abundant on the beach, together with agates 
such as are elsewhere found in the Tertiary volcanic rocks. 

Nine miles further westward, the intervening bay showing no 
exposures, Skon-un Point is composed of Tertiary sandstones, which 
differ from any rocks of this age seen elsewhere in the islands by hold- 
ing marine shells. The sandstones are here again calcareous, grey in 
colour, and are composed of quartz, felspar and hornblende grains, such 
as might be derived from the waste of dioritic or granitic rocks. In 
some layers these are crowded with shells, roughly heaped together as 
though thrown upon a sea-beach, but little worn. Underlying the 
shelly sandstones is lignite, in thick beds, but not so well exposed ag 
to admit of measurement. Though in some places quite black and 
compact, the general character of the lignite is not such as to warrant 
a belief in its value as a fuel so long as good wood ean be obtained in 
abundance. 

The matrix being rough, many of the shells collected here are more 
or less exfoliated, and consequently present some difficulty in their 
determination, Mr. J. F, Whiteaves has examined the collection and 
furnishes a list of species, with remarks, as follows.— 
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Gasteropoda. 


Mangelia? sp. undit. One worn specimen, 

Nassa, sp. Unlike any of the living species on the N. W. coast. 

LIunatia? sp. Test exfoliated. 

Trochita, or Galerus. Test exfoliated. 

Crypta adunca, Shy. One specimen; undistinguishable from the 
living species. Mr. Gabb (Pal. Cal. vol. 2, p. 82,) says that 
this shell occurs in the Pliocene and Post Pliocene of Cali- 
fornia. 


Lamellibranchiata. 


Solen, sp. One fragment of a large species. 

Siliqua — Possibly the young of S. patula, Dixon. Two examples. 

Standella — Very like S. planulata, Con., and S. falcata Gld., but 
smaller than either. Several specimens.. 

Macoma nasuta, Conrad. Two or three specimens. According to 
Gabb. (Pal. Cal. vol. 2, p. 93) this recent species occurs also 
in the Upper Miocene, Pliocene and Post Pliocene of Cali- 
fornia. 

Mercenaria — Mr. W. H. Dall thinks this shell is closely related 
to his M. Kennicotti, from Alaska. 

Chione, sp. undt. Two specimens. 

Tapes staminea, Conrad, The most abundant shell in the collec- 
tion. It is abundant, in a living state, on the N. W. coast, 
and Mr. Gabb says that in California it is found in the Post 
Pliocene, Pliocene and Miocene. 

Saxidomus, species undistinguishable. The outer layer of all the 
specimens, which are not numerous, is entirely exfoliated. 
Cardium, one exfoliated valve. Appears to resemble (. [slandicum. 
Cardium. Several valves of a species, which may be referable to 

C. blandum, Gld. 

Arca microdonta, Conrad, An extinct species, found so far only in 
the Miocene and Pliocene of California. Two specimens. 
Axinea. Possibly a form of A. patula, Conrad, but barely distin- 
guishable from the smooth form (var. swbobsoleta Carpenter) of 
the living A. septentrionalis, Middendorf, of the N. W. coast. 

Four single valves. 


Throughout the whole extent of the great Masset Inlet, the rocks WE. 


exposed appear to be those of the Tertiary, and, with the exception o 
those seen on the Ma-min River, all of volcanic origin. It will be un- 
necessary to do more than explain their general character. The whole 
western portion of the first expansion of the inlet shows a preponder- 
ance of dark-brownish or greenish-brown rocks of fine grain, which 
may be named collectively basalts, though no perfect columnar struc- 
ture was observed. ‘These are associated with some amygdaloidal 


layers. Near the entrance to the upper expansion of the inlet, and 


also at one place on the north shore, a few miles west of the Ain River, 


Tertiary fossils. 


canic rocks 


Masset Inlet. 
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Agglomerates. they are associated with rough agglomerates, which, in one instance, 
were noticed to hold fragments up to four feet in diameter. In some 
places agates are quite abundant, but these were nowhere observed to 
be of fine colours, being in general either milky-white or pale grey. 
With the exception of the agglomerates, which are sometimes consider- 
ably disturbed, the rocks of the western portion of the first expansion 
of the Inlet lie at very moderate angles, and are often nearly horizontal 
or undulating with low dips. 

Banded A mile south of the Ain River, a rather remarkable pale greyish- 

aie purple trachytic rock, with partly decomposed felspar crystals 
porphyritically imbedded, occurs in well marked beds. In several 
places in the upper expansion similar rocks more acidic in composition 
than those first described are found, but varying in colour and texture 
from place to place. Near the head of this part of the inlet, and ina 
small island south-west of Tas-kai-guns Island, a peculiar laminated 
felspathic rock was noted, which may occur in many other localities, 
as it is quite abundant among the pebbles in the drift deposits of the 
eastern shores of the Inlet. 

The rock is generally grey in colour, and its lamination is evidently 
the result of movement while in a viscous state. Under the micros- 
cope, the structure is resolved into a series of closely alternating light 
and dark felspathic bands. In some places very small segregations of 
quartz have been formed subsequent to the cooling of the mass. 

Obsidian. A second small islet north-east of Tas-kai-guns is composed in great 
part of a species of obsidian. The rock is roughly bedded and dips two 
ways, as though forming a small anticlinal. The greater part of the 
obsidian is dark grey or black, with a glassy lustre, but very tender, 
being traversed by innumerable fine cracks, which cause it to fall into 
prismatic fragments under a light blow. Some small beds are reddish 
in general colour, a granular material of that tint being intercalated 
with resinous-looking dark conchoidal-fracturing obsidian in little layers 
or lenticular masses. The obsidian is finely laminated, and under the 
microscope is found to be very rich throughout in small microlites. 

Lignite on Ma- ‘The Ma-min River flows into the eastern side of the upper expansion 
of Masset Inlet, coming from the south-east. Coal was reported to 
occur on this stream, and supposed possibly to indicate the extension 
of the Skidegate measures. After some little difficulty, an Indian who 
knew the locality was found, and my assistant, Mr, R. Dawson, visited 
\it with him. The tide runs up the river about half a mile; above this 
there are occasional little rapids, but the country is all flat and low. 
About one mile and a half below the coal exposure, which is about six 
miles from the mouth of the river, Tertiary basaltic rocks begin to 
appear in the stream, The so-called coal proves, however, to be merely | 
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lignite, which forms thin seams in a fine-grained argillaceous shale. 
_ This appears to be, in part at least, of a tufaceous character, and also 
holds occasional obscure plant impressions, among which a coniferous 
_ twig was recognized. The deposit of lignite is valueless in this remote 
place, but interesting in extending the area over which deposits of this 
kind, of Tertiary age are known. 

On the west side of the outer part of the entrance to Masset Inlet Masset to 
the rocks are fine-grained and nearly black, apparently basalts, but Rept 
with small glassy-white or yellowish felspar crystals scattered through 
them. They have in some places a peculiar prismatic structure, and 
may be nearly horizontal. A heavy sea prevented landing at other 

points between this and Virago Sound, but the rocks, which continue 
_ in almost uninterrupted low exposures along the shore, appear to be 
of the same character. 

The country surrounding Virago Sound and Naden Harbour is low, Roecksof Virago 
and though rock in place is seldom seen, it is doubtless underlain by the Naden Harbour 
Tertiary. In the bed of astream on the east side of the harbour rolled 
pieces of lignite abound, and have probably come from some outcrop 
not far up its course. The point at the extremity of the harbour, and 
one place on its western shore, show rock exposures, the material being 

Zi dark greenish-brown dolerite, not unlike that found near Tow Hill. 
- Near the old Indian Village a close-grained grey felspathic porphyrite 
-isseen. From Virago Sound westward along the coast to the edge of 
the Cretaceous in Pillar Bay, igneous rocks of Tertiary age appear to 
continue uninterruptedly. They are basaltic and dark coloured, or grey 
and felspathic, and resemble those of the upper parts of Masset Inlet, 
, but become brecciated over considerable areas, forming agglomerates 
_ which generally assume a ruddy hue on weathering, and are occasionally 
a worn into fantastic forms by the sea along the shore. 
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Glaciation and Superficial Deposits of the Queen Charlotte Islands. 
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We find everywhere in the Queen Charlotte Islands evidence of the Glaciation 
descent of glacier, ice from the axial range of mountains toward the 

4 sea, and little or none of the passage across the group of any more 
ponderous ice mass. Without attempting to enter into the detail of 
observations, which would be to outline again the physical features of 

the region, it may suffice to refer in brief to a few of the more important 

~ localities. 

_In Houston Stewart Channel, near the south end of the island, though 
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the mountains in this vicinity are not very high, and do not show any 
permanent snow, the sides of the valleys, now forming arms of the 


Course of ice in 44 are everywhere scored and grooved. The eastern end of this 
Bake channel lies nearly east and west, while that which opens to the Pacific 


lies south-west and north-east. At the angle formed by these two the 
arm forming Rose Harbour runs north-westward, ending among some 
of the higher summits. Here the Sedmond River enters, and the rocks 
at its mouth are found to be glaciated from west to east. The ice has . 
then turned at nearly a right angle following Rose Harbour, and a 
portion at least of the stream, again. changing its direction to east, 
passed on to the open sea at the outer points of the channel. The 
sides of the channel opening westward to the Pacific are similarly 
scored. Many of the boulders on the beaches are evidently glaciated, 
and as they lie in some places rudely packed together, seem to have 
been little disturbed since they were deposited there. There is 
apparently a total absence of clay or sand deposits due to the glacial 
period on this part of the island. The shores are abrupt and the water 
deep. 

In Carpenter Bay, next north of Houston Stewart on the east coast, 
and in many parts of Skincuttle Inlet, similar traces of the passage of 
ice from the highlands to the sea are again found. They are not con- 
fined to the narrower channels, but may be traced also in the wide ~ 
eastern opening of Skincuttle Inlet. . . 

Extent of local In the inlets near Laskeek it was observed that while the marks of 

glaciers. so hie . . 
very heavy glaciation were found in their upper reaches, the rocks 
near their seaward terminations. had been lightly shaped only, in most 
places still retaining the irregular forms due to old sub-aerial weather- 
ing or to the sea, though rounded off at the corners, tops and sides by 
the passage of ice. This would show that the glaciers did not fora 
very long period continue to push out beyond the mouths of these 
inlets, and enables us to form some estimate of the extent to which 
other parts of the island were buried in ice. In Cumshewa Inlet 
glacial grooving was found as far out as Village Island, near its mouth. 

North of Cumshewa Inlet (Lat. 53°) the character of the coast 
changes. It becomes low, is sometimes shoal, and is no more backed 
by steep mountain slopes. With little exception the shore continues 
to preserve this character to the north-west point of the island. The 
flat beaches between Cumshewa and Skidegate are thickly strewn with 
boulders, some of which are of great size. 

piaaiation of In Skidegate Inlet or Channel there is a great spread of sandstone 
hannel. and shales of the coal-bearing series, which from their easily decom- 
posed character are not suited to preserve glacial traces, but these — 
were nevertheless observed in a few places, and where the channel 
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“opens westward to the Pacific the crystalline rocks there forming its 
sides are heavily glaciated. A 
Owing to the dense forest covering of the country, sectio’ s of the Boulder clay. 
“clays and sands which rest at least in some of the hollows are seldom 
found, but in the cuttings made on the road to the now abandoned 
Cowgitz coal mine, and in the banks of the brook, a true boulder clay, 
a hard greyish sandy material packed with stones and boulders of 
various sizes, is shown. This is the most southern locality in which 
boulder clay was clearly distinguished in the islands. 
The character of the coast between Skidegate and Masset Inlets has 
already been described in sufficient detail, with the great stretch of 
flat country which forms the north-eastern part of Graham Island. 
The long lines of wasting cliff on the eastward-facing shore present 
- excellent sections of the deposits of which this low land is composed, 
and these appear with scarcely any exception to be those of the glacial 
or even yet more modern periods. 
A few miles north of Lawn Point, at the entrance to Skidegate, the Section of clays: 
_ most southern exposure is found in alow cliff or bank, in which deposits Seale: oe 
evidently of glacial age are cut off above by a gently undulating surface 
_ of denudation, and overlain by ten or fifteen feet of superficial material 
' which shows no sign of blending with that below. The upper deposit 
consists of sand and well rounded gravel, in regular and often nearly 
horizontal layers. It has become in places quite hard, being apparently 
cemented with ferruginous matter. Its lower layers hold some small 
_ boulders, a few of which measure eighteen inches or two feet in 
_ diameter. The lower deposit at the north end of the exposure—which 
~ may be in all about two hundred yards in length—is a typical boulder 
clay, with many half-rounded and sub-angular stones and occasional 
boulders of some size. The matrix is bluish-grey, hard and somewhat 
. arenaceous. The whole is irregularly mingled, and shows no sign of 
bedding. The boulders were not observed to be striated, but smaller 
__ stones now loose on the beach were so. Among the fragments pieces 
. of lignite from the Tertiary formation, which there is good reason to 
__ believe underlies all this region, are quite abundant. When followed a 
few yards southward this boulder clay begins to show bedding and to 
become interstratified with hard clayey gravels composed of well- 
rounded pebbles. The bedding of these ig undulating and rather tneluded shells: 
3 irregular, and there is, as may be supposed, some local unconformity 
by erosion between the different layers. A few paces further on these 
i, become interbedded with, and are eventually replaced by, hard bluish- 
grey arenaceous clays, which hold only occasional pebbly layers, but 
i ‘contain in abundance imperfect and broken specimens of several species 
i of molluscs, among which Leda fossa is the most common. A small 
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Cardium-like shell and fragments of a Balanus were also observed, but 
all broken, and tender from partial decomposition. 
In general appearance with their relation to the sea level, and the | 
shells found in them, these beds resemble very closely those previouly 
described as occuring in the vicinity of Victoria, on the south-eastern 
extremity of Vancouver Island.* 


Fic. 9. Srcrion ry Ciirrs Nort or Cape Batt. 
a. Stratified sandy deposits. b. Imperfectly stratified clays. 


Ten miles north of Cape Ball the last large exposures of the clayey 
beds forming the lower part of the section were observed. The clay is 
here very hard, and in some places distinctly bedded, with occasional 
gravelly layers, but these are not nearly so prominent as in the last de- 
scribed localities. No shells were found, but fragments of wood partly — 
converted to lignite,—but still quite distinct in appearance from the 
more highly altered wood found in the underlying Tertiary formation,— 
were noticed in several places. The junction with the overlying sands 
is generally sharp, and forms as before in many places an undulating 
plane. The sands are in thin and regular layers of pale yellowish 
colours, with some beds of well rounded gravel. In consequence of 
the undulating upper surface of the clays, these rise considerably 
higher above the water level in some places than in others, and where 
the hard clays are most largely developed, the more prominent points 
of the coast are found. Above both the clays and sands banks of wind- 
blown sand are occasionally seen in section. : 

In the narrow sound leading to the wide southern expansion of 
Masset Inlet, eleven miles above Masset, at the mouth of a small stream 
called Wa-toon, are some interesting exposures probably referable to 
the upper part of the clay beds, or to the sands overlying them. The 
bank here rises about eight feet above high-water mark, its upper half 
being composed of regularly bedded coarse sands and fine gravels of 
general yellowish colour. Below this, and usually meeting it at a 
pretty well defined line, is a hard bluish-grey sandy clay, thickly 
packed with rounded pebbles, generally about the size of walnuts, but 
in some instances having a diameter of several inches. One small frag- 


* Quart. Journ. Geol. Soc., Vol. XXXIV., p. 95., 1878. 
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ment of Tertiary lignite was also observed. This lower part is filled 
with marine shells, but all the specimens are tender and being imbedded 

in a hard matrix, difficult to preserve entire. Several inches of the 
upper part of the shell-bearing layer has been so affected by atmos- 
pheric waters, that the shells have been completely removed leaving 
hollow casts. This part of the bed has also been changed to a yellowish 
colour. 

Mr. J. F. Whiteaves has examined the collection from this place, Fossils. 

and enumerates the following species :— 


Hemithyris psittacea, Linn. 

| Modiolaria nigra, Gray. 
Saxicava rugosa, Lamarck. 
Puncturella galeata, Gould. 
Balanus— ? 


And fragments of bivalves, which are scarcely determinable. 

In several other places on this sound, similar sandy beds were seen pxtent of clay 
generally when near the water level well compacted, but were not Sita aree 
again found to hold shells. At Echinus Point, on the south shore of 
the first great expansion of the inlet, at low tide, a very hard sandy 
clay almost like stone is exposed. It is charged with pebbles and 
boulders, some of which appear to be ice marked. 

Deposits of this character probably underlie the whole flat country 
: between Masset Inlet and the east coast, while on the southern and 
western margins of the expansions of the inlet superficial deposits 
‘other than boulders, which are evidently derived from the mountains 

of the immediate vicinity, are wanting, and ice marking was observed 

“in many places on the rocky sides of the valleys. 

On the little islands which lie immediately to the west of the entrance North to South 

to Masset Inlet, on the open coast, glaciation, very distinct and heavy "4 
3 though somewhat worn, was found, with a course of 5. 10° E. or the 
reverse. The mountainous axis of the islands in this their northern 

part is not high, and this marking is further from it than elsewhere 

‘seen. It is pretty evidently glacier work and not that of floating ice, 
and the question presents itself whether it should be attributed to ice 
r passing off the islands themselves, or the edge of an ice sheet coming 
down from the channels of the Prince of Wales Archipelago to the 
north. Boulders are not commonly found along the north shore of 
Graham Island from Rose Point to Masset, but from that place west- 
ward they are abundant, and with the beach gravel, in many cases 
_ formed of rocks which must have been transported from the mainland 
vs to the north or east, and unlike those of the Queen Charlotte Tslands. Erra ‘ics. 
fs It is quite probable, however, these erratics were carried here by 


, 
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floating ice, at a time when extensive glaciers debouched in many ~ 
places on the coast. 

In Virago Sound and Naden Harbour several exposures of beds pro- 
bably referable to the glacial period were found. They are best seen in 
a low cliff nearly opposite the Kung Indian Village, where they are 
hard bluish clays, generally in very regular and somewhat thin beds, 
but occasionally undulating, and sometimes for a small thickness twisted 
in aremarkable manner, as though by the grounding of floating ice. 
Such disturbed portions may be bounded above and below by regular 
horizontal layers. Small stones, at times several inches in diameter, 
are often imbedded in an irregular manner, and seams of gravel in a 
few places occur, and are generally associated with the disturbed por- 
tions of the deposit above alluded to. In one place a few feet of a clay 
holding gravel and boulders was seen at the base, resembling the 
boulder clay of the east coast of the island. Gravels and sands lie 
above the clays, their junction forming a distinct line. These beds 
would appear to have been deposited in much less disturbed water than 
those of the east coast. 


Facts Indicating Change in Elevation. 


A few facts bearing on changes in elevation of the land subsequent 
to the glacial period, in the Queen Charlotte Islands, may here be noted. 
In an article in the Canadian Naturalist (Vol. VIIL., p. 241, 1877 ) the 
general question of changes of elevation in the coast of British Colum- 
bia has been treated by me at some length. 

About three hundred yards above the mouth of the Naden River, which 
enters the harbour of the same name, a bank about sixteen feet high, 
in appearance evidently more recent than the deposits last described, 
occurs. For about five feet above high-water mark the material is 
a rather soft sandy clay, holding, besides broken fragments of shells, 
many large bivalves, with both sides united, and evidently resting in 
the mud in the position they have occupied during life. The deposit is 
such as might be formed in a shallow bay, and contains occasional 
small fragments of charcoal, which appear to prove the presence 
at the time of its formation of inhabitants. Above this stratum 
is a second, not dissimilar, but coarser, in which shells are 
comparatively scarce, and for the most part broken. This is 
capped with from one to two feet in thickness of a deposit 
composed altogether of shells such as the Indians ordinarily use for 
food, mingled with much charcoal, and some stones which “have the 
appearance of those used by the natives in cooking. This layer in 
fact represents such a clam-heap as may be found in very many places 
along the coast. The shells in it are comparatively strong, while those - 
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‘below are much decayed. An elevation of the coast to the extent of 
at least fifteen feet since the country became inhabited appears to be 
‘indicated by this deposit. 
Specimens collected in the lower layers include, according to Mr. Shells from 
_J. F. Whiteaves, the following species :— et 


Saxidomus squalidus, Desh. . 
Tapes staminea, Conrad. 
Macoma, sp. 
Nassa mendica, Gould. 
Cryptobranchia concentrica, Midd. (Lepeta cecordes, Cpr.) 
Tornatina eximia, Baird. 
| Littorina Sitchana, Phil. 
And other small gasteropods. 
In the highest layer the following species were found to occur :— 


Saxidomus squalidus, Desh. 
Tapes staminea, Conrad. 
Cardium Nuttalli, Conrad. 
Purpura crispata, Chemn. 


On the Ma-min River, at the head of Masset Inlet, about a mile and Raised beaches 

+ a half up the stream and some feet above the present level of high River. 
_ tide, a deposit similar to that just described forms the bed of the stream, 
_ and rises in a bank from six to ten feet above it. The following species 
_ of shells resembling those of the last locality were found here. Many 
of them are imbedded with the valves united, and in some cases the 


ligature at the hinge has been preserved. 


ar, * 


- Macoma nasuta, Conrad. 
: Saxidomus squalidus, Desh. 
¥ Tapes staminea, Conrad. 
f Lucina filosa, Stimpson. 
In two places the burrows of lithodomous molluses were observed in Other evid- 
~ rocks above the present waterline. One of these is in the bay on the Seer oe pie 
; east side of North Island, where a dark calcareous shale is affected in 
this way just above the high-water mark. The second is on one of the 
 Bolkus Islands, in Skincuttle Channel, in an earthy dolomitic limestone 
: eight or ten feet above the tide. 
he flat land forming the north-eastern portion of Graham Island may 
be regarded broadly as a terrace, proving the former presence of the 
‘ gea at a level two or three hundred feet above the present, but this must 
have been while the glacial conditions stillendured. A terrace of much 
more recent origin was seen in several places in Skidegate Inlet, and 
where measured in one locality was found to stand twenty-six feet 
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above the highest point now ever reached by the tide. The terrace is: 
generally but faintly impressed, which would seem to show that the 
water did not remain for a long time at this level. Several indistinct 
benches of lesser height are met with elsewhere in the same vicinity 
down to the present water-line. In Masset Inlet a faintly marked 
terrace at a height about the same with that above given was also seen. 

Along the low north-eastern part of the islands, and more particularly 
on that part of the coast between Cumshewa and Skidegate, the points 
are often found to be composed of shingle, forming a flat of greater or 
less width standing about twenty feet above the present high-water 
mark, and in most instances covered with a certain quantity of 
vegetable soil which supports a forest. These have evidently been 
produced by the waves acting at different times in opposing directions, 
but imply a subsequent elevation nearly equal to their height. On 
the north shore, east of Masset, several tiers of low terraces, now densely 
wooded, are found. On some parts of the east shore the land is 
evidently making by the addition of drift sand, while in others the 
clay cliffs are being gradually cut back by the sea. There is no 
evidence that any elevation has occurred within the period of growth 
of the present forest, as large trees stand in the sheltered inlets quite 
down to the sea level. It would on the contrary appear that, if any- 
thing, the latest movement may have been a slight subsidence, for in 
many places, especially in the bays, the waves are now by degrees. 
washing the vegetable soil away from the roots of the trees and under- 
mining them. At the point on the east side of Masset Inlet the sea is 
evidently encroaching pretty rapidly on the forest. One fact, however, 
which would seem to show that any change of level must have been 
slight or have occurred very many years ago, is the existence of a 
narrow level border near high-water mark, seen especially where the 
rocks on the shore are pretty soft, and evidently produced by the 


Line ofgreatest mechanical action of the waves. It was difficult at first to account for 


erosion, 


the fact that this line of maximum horizontal erosion should lie near 
the high-tide mark, where the rocks are for the shortest time exposed 
to the wash of the sea, but it is explained by the circumstance that 
below this line the rocks are to a great extent preserved from wear 
by a thick growth of sea-weed and acorn-shells. 


Additional Notes on the Glaciation and Superficial Deposits of 
Other Parts of the Coast. 


In the channels penetrating the mainland and intervening between 
the numerous islands, from the southern extremity of Alaska to the 
north end of Vancouver Island, marks of the passage of glacier-ice 
generally in strict conformity to the direction of the passage, are to Be 
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found wherever the rocks are well suited for their preservation. It is qlaciation of 
quite certain that all these valleys have been filled with glacier-ice {25° archipe~ 
descending to the sea from the Coast Range, which here still supports 
many small glaciers. Whether at any time the mass of ice was 
So great as to flow to the sea at right angles to the main direction of 
the range, quite regardless of the contours of the surface, has not been 
ascertained. The outer islands of the archipelago have scarcely been 
examined, but the little group called the Gnarled Islands, lying on the 
southern side of the strait between Dundas Island and Cape Fox, which 
has a width of thirteen miles, are glacier-sbaped and show heavy 
grooving from N. 50° E. to S. 50° W. It is probable that the ice of the 
Coast Range has reached at least as far westward as the outer islands 
of the archipelago which fringes the coast. 
The absence from the coast region generally of well marked terraces Terraces. 
has been remarked on in the publication already referred to.* Behind 
Fort Simpson, however, the surface bears a considerable thickness of 
detrital matter, and from a distance this appears to form an ill-defined 
terrace at a height of somewhat over one hundred feet. A few miles 
further southward, at Melta Katla, there is a well-defined terrace-fiat, 
much of which has now been bared of trees for firewood. Barometrically 
measured, the héight of this was found to be about ninety-five feet 
above high-water mark. 
It will be remembered that it has been shown that at one time Former great 
during the glacial period, a vast glacier filled the entire Strait of coset a ae 
Georgia, which separates the south-eastern part of Vancouver Island 
from the mainland, and that the glacier-ice swept across the low south- 
eastern extremity of the island, and may even have passed some distance 
southward to Puget Sound, and westward by the Strait of Fuca. It 
~ still remained to determine whether the ice supply of this glacier was 
wholly derived from the neighbouring mountainous country, or whether 
—as according to some theories of glaciation might be supposed—a 
great ice-sheet entered at Queen Charlotte’s Sound, at the north-western 
end of the island, and passed continuously southward between it and 
the mainland. It is now found that the latter idea must be abandoned. 
In several places about the northern end of Vancouver Island, but more 
particularly on the little islands of the Masterman Group near Hardy 
Bay, and those in Beaver Harbour, are marks of very heavy glaciation ae 
from south-east to north-west, in bearings varying from N. 49° W. to lotte’s Sound. 
N. 62° W. This not only passes over the islands, but has grooved, 

_ polished and undercut vertical and nearly vertical faces of the rock, on 
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* Quart. Journ. Geol. Soc., Vol. XXXIV. p. 99. 
+ Quart. Journ. Geol. Soc., mip Report of Progress, 1877-78, p- 133 B. 
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their south-eastern parts, while the north-western slopes are compara- 
tively rough. These traces precisely resemble those found in the track 
of the Strait of Georgia glacier near Victoria, and show that here, as 
there, the ice rode over the low extremity of the isiand. The seaward 
margin of the continental shore is here also low, and the width of the 


‘glacier of Queen Charlotte Sound can scarcely have been less than 
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twenty or twenty-five miles, though it may have been much greater. 
Traces of glaciation were also seen on the rocks, in a few places on 
Quatsino Inlet opposite Beaver Harbour on the west coast of Vancouver 
Island, and it appears probable that the ice may have passed westward — 
over the low intervening country. 

On Cormorant Island, and also on Harwood, Mary, Hernando and: — 
Savary Islands, situated between Vancouver Island and the mainland, 
hard regularly bedded deposits of sandy clay and sand occur, forming in 
some places cliffs two hundred feet in height. Clays containing 
boulders probably underlie these, as erratics in great numbers are 
frequently scattered on the beaches above which the cliffs rise. Sim- 
ilar deposits are shown at Cape Mudge, Cape Lazo and elsewhere, and 
resemble those of the islands in the southern part of the Strait of 
Georgia. They probably represent the time immediately subsequent 
to the retreat of a great mass of glacier-ice. True boulder clay was 
noticed in the bank of the Sable River near Comox. | 

In a cutting on the colliery railway between Nanaimo and the 
Chase River Mine, hard sandstone rocks have been bared, and show 
heavy and well-marked glaciation running parallel to the general trend — 
of the coast and Strait of Georgia, in such a way as to show that the 
entire width of the strait must have been filled with ice, and that no 
local glaciation,—which would be radiant from the mountains of the — 
district,—will account for the facts. In a clay which is found to rest in 
the hollows of these glaciated rocks, marine shells like those formerly 
obtained in the clays at Victoria are found. The elevation above the 
sea level of the place where they were seen is about seventy feet. The — 
species represented in a small collection are :— 

Saxicava rugosa. 

Mya truncata. 

Leda fossa. 
The last named is still found in waters of moderate depth on the coast. — 


The two first are shells of very wide range, and are not confined to 
arctic waters. 


Conclusions, and General Remarks on Glaciation. 


There is good reason to believe, from facts observed in the interior { 
of British Columbia, that at least two periods of extensive glaciation — 
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have occurred. During the first, and most intense, there are some Conditions of 
grounds for the belief that the entire interior plateau was covered by ieee 
a glacier-sheet with a slow southward motion, the gradual disappearance 
_.of which was accompanied by a subsidance of the land amounting to 

several thousand feet, or by the formation of a great lake held in by 

glacial barriers. It is possible, however, that the north-to-south elaci- 

ation of the interior may have been effected simultaneously with the 
deposit of the boulder-clays, without the aid of a great ice-sheet, but 

by floating ice. The second period seems to have been a temporary 
advance of glaciers from the various mountain systems, and must have 

been inconsiderable in duration and severity as compared with the first. 

It is not intended to do more than mention these hypothesis here, to 
indicate their possible bearing on the explanation to be adopted for the 

glacial phenomena of the coast. 

On the coast, we find that the great hollow between Vancouver Island Glaciers of the 

and the mainland must have been blocked with ice, supplied from the se 
mountains of the island and the Cascade or Coast Range, with, possibly, 
the addition of ice flowing westward through gaps in the range 
from the central plateau. The great glacier-mass thus formed, from 
a position near Chatham Point of Vancouver Island, flowed south-east- 
' ward as the Strait of Georgia glacier, and north-westward as that of 
Queen Charlotte’s Sound, till it reached the ocean in both directions. 
Local glaciers doubtless filled the inlets of the west coast of Vancouver 
Island. 

Northward, to the southern extremity of Alaska, the ice discharge 
of the various inlets may probably have formed a coalescent glacier 
along the coast, ending seaward near to, or somewhat beyond, the outer 
points of the present coast archipelago. 

In the Queen Charlotte Islands, with a comparatively limited gather- 
ing ground, the glaciers were probably much smaller, but the islands 
must have been well capped with ice at this time. 

No evidence of a great south-to-north-moving ice sheet has anywhere 
been found, though it may be remarked that if such had existed at a 
more remote period, the glaciation of which we can trace the history, 
would probably have been sufficient to remove it in most places. 

When the Strait of Georgia glacier began to diminish, the sea must gea at relative- 
have stood considerably higher in relation to the land than at present, ay piece Teves 
and the glaciated rock surfaces became covered about Victoria and 

Nanaimo with deposits holding marine shells. This must have 
occurred also in the Queen Charlotte Islands, and to this time are 
doubtless due the clays and sands of the low north-eastern part of 
the islands above described. The material of these must have been 
supplied from the glaciers of the islands themselves, and added to 
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Hollows left by by débris from floating ice from the larger glaciers of the main- 
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land, the sea levelling and spreading abroad the detritus, and pre- 
venting the formation of any well marked terminal moraines by the 
island glaciers. The basins now occupied by the two expansions of 
Masset Inlet and by Naden Harbour lie along the border of the high 
central axis of the islands, and are bounded north-eastward by the low 
plains of drift material. The rocky beds of these depressions may 
have been shaped to some extent by the ice, but the absence of drift 
material from their areas, and especially of erratics derived from the 
coast of the mainland, which are abundant over the drift-covered 
region to the north east, are, with their situation, good reasons for 
supposing that they mark the areas last covered by glacier ice, and 
from which the ice eventually retreated with some rapidity, leaving 
the hollows formerly occupied by it to become first inlets, and then 
with increasing elevation in some instances lakes. 

It is probable that complete explorations will reveal a series of such 
hollows along the whole eastern flank of the mountain ranges of the 
islands. Besides those just mentioned, there are two very large lakes 
on the same line between the upper part of Masset Inlet and Naden 
Harbour. One of these discharges into the latter, the other by the 
Ain River into Masset Inlet. There is also at least one similar lake 
between the head of Masset Inlet and Skidegate. None of these have, 
so fur as I know, been visited by any white man. In Skidegate Inlet 
and in Cumshewa Inlet, both obstructed at the mouth by bars, and 
with comparatively shoal water far off shore, while deep toward their 
upper parts; we seem to have exactly the same feature, though in a 
partially submerged condition. Further south, with high mountains 
rising abruptly from the water, the glaciers even at this period of their 
decadence must have pushed some distance seaward. There must also 
have been less material supplied from them, and little from the main- 
land, owing to its greater distance. In the halibut banks off Laskeek, 
however, it is possible that traces of the position of the front of the 
glaciers are again found. 

In Hernando and Savary Islands, strewn with boulders and formed 
above at least of stratified deposits, we may have the remnants of a simi- 
lar sea-modified moraine of the glacier fed by Bute and other neighbour- 
ing inlets. Features somewhat similar characterize most of the fiords 
and inlets of the coast of the mainland, and west coast of Vancouver 
Island, and though in some instances marine currents may have been 
efficient in silting up and reducing the depth of the inlets near their 
mouths, while the upper reaches have remained deep; it is by no means 
improbable that moraine accumulations, spread abroad by water beyond 
the front of the glaciers, may account for this arrangement in many 
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eases. As pointed out elsewhere, most of the inlets, were the land 
somewhat elevated, would become fresh-water lakes, discharging 
seaward across a flat or gently sloping border formed of detrital 
_ materials. 

It is still a question, however, whether the glaciers which have 
lately occupied these hollows were those of the first period of cold, 
shrinking back toward the mountains, or whether these depressions 
may not represent the beds of the glaciers of the second period, when 
at their greatest extension. The latter is perhaps the more probable 
supposition, but in either case the final retreat of the glaciers would 
seem to have been pretty rapid. 
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APPENDIX A. 


ON THE HAIDA INDIANS 


OF THE 


QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS. 


BY GEORGE M. DAWSON, D8. 


, ARSM.,, F.G-S. 


The following account of the Haida Indians is chiefly the result of 
personal observations during the portion of the summer of 1878 spent 


in the Queen Charlotte Islands, prosec 


uted during moments not 


occupied by the geological and geographical work of the expedition, 


impossible to be at work along the coast. 
Rev. Mr. Collison, of the Church Missiona 


‘at the camp fire in the evening, or on days of storm when it was 


J am also indebted to the 
ry Society, for various items 


of information, and largely to Dr. W. FE. Tolmie, of Victoria, for com- 
parative notes on the Tshimsians. Mr. J. G. Swan has published a brief 
notice of the Haidas in the Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge 
(Vol. XXI, 1876, No. 267.) This may be consulted with advantage on 
some points, more particularly on the nature of the,tattoo marks of 
these people. The present memoir is, however, I believe the first 
detailed account of the Haidas which has been given. 


The Haida nation appears to be one o 


f the best defined groups of Homose 


tribes on the north-west coast. Its various divisions or bands differ nation. 
searcely at all in customs, and speak closely related dialects of the 
same language. They have been from the earliest times constantly in 
the habit of making long canoe voyages, and taking into account the 


ease with which all parts of their country 
would indeed be difficult to explain the 


can be reached by water, it 
slight differences in dialect 


which are found to exist, but for the knowledge that in former times 
_ they carried on, at least occasionally, in 
stituting themselves, by their warlike foreign, expeditions and the 
" difficulty of pursuing them to their retreats, one of the most generally 


dreaded peoples of the coast, from Sitka 


tertribal wars; besides con- 


to Vancouver Island. . This 


warfare, however, partook of the barbarous character of that of the 
other American aborigines, and consisted more frequently in the 


niety 


Haida 
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surprise and massacre of helpless parties, even including old people 
and women, than in actual prolonged conflict. 

Territory. ° The original territory of the Haidas, as far as tradition carries us 
back, is the well-defined group of islands called by Captain Dixon in 
1787 the Queen Charlotte Islands, but which the people themselves 
call Hai-da-kwé-a.* These islands lie between the latitudes of 51° 55” 
and 54° 15’, with an extreme length of about 190 miles. They are 
separated by waters of considerable width from the mainland to the 
east and from the southern extremity of the territory of Alaska to the 
north. At the present day, however, people of the Haida stock, and 
closely related in every way to the tribes of the northern end of the 
Queen Charlotte Islands, occupy also a portion of the coast of the 
southern islands of Alaska, being the south end of the Prince of Wales 
Archipelago, from Clarence Strait westward, together with Forrester’s 
Island. 

ae It has been supposed that from the large islands adjacent to the 

pled frommain- mainland the Queen Charlotte Islands have been peopled, but this is 
not the case, for the traditionary account is still found among the 
natives of internecine wars as a result of which a portion of the 
Haidas of the northern part of the Queen Charlotte Islands were driven. - 
to seek new homes on the Prince of Wales group. Their story is 
borne out by other circumstances, and the date of the migration can- 
not be more than 150 years ago. These Haidas living beyond the 
Queen Charlotte group are generally known collectively as Kai-ga-ni, 
which name is also among the Indians applied to the country they 
inhabit. 

Frequently, among tribes pretty closely related in language, the 
process of differentiation has gone so far that neighbouring peoples — 
disclaim any community of race, though on comparing their vocabu- 
laries their national identity becomes apparent: This is not the case, 
however, among the Haidas, who speak of all the people of their 
nationality as Haida, adding when necessary the name of the region 
inhabited by the tribe. A comparison of the Haida language with 
those of the other tribes of the coast shows very few points of resem- | 
blance, | 


Physical peculiarities and dress. 


Buildandap- Physically, the various tribes of the north-west coast differ to some 
earance of the ; . «gs : 

ari extent, so that a practised eye may distinguish between them, but the 

differences are slight as compared with those obtaining between the 

coast tribes generally, and those of the interior of British Columbia. 


The Haidas are, however, markedly fairer skinned than most of the 


* On the orthography of Indian words see note in connection with the Haida vocabulary. 


QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS. 105 B. 


coast tribes, and possess somewhat finer features. In the coarseness 
of the mouth, width and prominence of the cheek bones, and somewhat 
disproportionately large size of the head as compared with the body, 


the main departures from ideal symmetry are to be found. The body 


is also not infrequently long and large as compared with the legs, a 
circumstance doubtless brought about by the constant occupation of 
these people in canoes and the infrequency of their land excursions, 
The hair is black and coarse, and only in the case of ‘medicine men’ 
have I observed it to be allowed to grow long in the male sex. A 
scanty moustache and beard sometimes clothe the upper lip and chin, 
generally in the case of old people who have given up the habit of 
eradicating the hair as it grows. In some instances, and these more 
numerous than in the other coast tribes, both men aud women of pre- 
possessing appearance, and with features of considerable regularity as 
measured by European standards, occur. The average physiognomy 
of the Haida shows more evidence of intelligence and quickness than 
that of most of the coast tribes, an appearance not belied on more 
careful investigation. I have not been able to discern in their appear- 
ance anything of that exceptional fierceness said to be characteristic 
of them by the earlier voyagers, and can only suppose that these 


» statements may have arisen from the more elaborate character of their 


armament and dress, and the liberal application of pigments to the 
skin. Many of the Haidas are said to be strong and dexterous swim- 


mers, but I have never seen them exercising the art, which may 


_ probably be reserved for occasions of necessity. They are not long- Diseases. 


lived, though grey-haired men and women may occasionally be seen. 
Pulmonary diseases accompanied by spitting of blood, and blindness 
generally caused by a species of opthalmia, are not uncommon ; and 
other diseases incident to a life of exposure tend to reduce the term of 
life, as they do among all the aborigines of the continent. Besides 


these, however, and much more fatal, are diseases introduced among 


them since contact with the whites. Great numbers of the Haidas, 
with all the other tribes of the coast, have been cut off by small-pox, 


- both during their periodical visits to Victoria and after their return 


to their native islands. This disease is with them almost certainly 
fatal, and I could learn of a single instance only in which recovery 
had occurred. Owing to the complete demoralization of the Haidas 
since contact with the whites, and their practice of resorting to Vic- 


toria and other places, where they maintain themselves by shameless 
prostitution, venereal diseases are extremely common and destructive. 


In dress the Haidas, like other Indians, have adopted, so far as Costume. 


their means enable them, the customs of the whites, though their 
costume as a rule might be considered rather scanty, and some of the 


s 
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older people use scarcely anything but a blanket as a protection from 
the elements. The blanket with these people has replaced the “ robes 
of sea-otter skins” which so much pleased the eyes of the early traders. 

Dixon’s des- In Dixon’s narrative* (p. 201) the sea-otter “cloaks” are said to 

eription of their N ‘ 3 : A 

original dress.. “ generally contain three good sea-otter skins, one of which is cut in 
two pieces; afterwards they are neatly sewed together so as to form a 
square, and are loosely tied about the shoulders with small leather 
strings fastened on each side.” The women’s dress is more particularly 
described on another page in the following terms:—“ She was neatly 
dressed after their fashion. Her under garment, which was made of 
fine tanned leather, sat close to her body, and reached from her neck 
to the calf of her leg; her cloak or upper garment was rather coarser, 
and sat loose like a petticoat, and tied with leather strings.” 

These extracts both refer particularly to the Haidas, but in the 
general account of the natives of this part of the north-west coast, the 
dress of the people is more minutely described in the following para- 
graph :—“In their dress there is little variety; the men generally 
wearing coats (such as I have already described) made of such skins 
as fancy suggests or their success in hunting furnishes them with, and 
sometimes the loose cloak thrown over the shoulders and tied with 
small leather strings. Besides this, some of the more civilized sort, 
particularly those in Cook’s River, wear asmall piece of fur tied round 
the waist when the heat of the day causes them to throw their coat 
aside or they are disposed to sell it. The dress of the women differs 
in some respects from that of the men. Their under garment is made 
of fine tanned leather, and covers the body from the neck to the ankle, 
being tied in different parts to make it fit close; over this is tied a 
piece of tanned leather like an apron, and which reaches no higher 
than the waist. The upper garment is made in much the same manner 
as the men’s coats, and generally of tanned leather, the women not 
caring to wear furs, as they were always unwilling to be stripped of | 
their garments, which, should they happen to be worth purchasing, — 
their husbands always insisted on their being sold. Indeed, the deport- 
ment of the women in general was decent, modest and becoming.” 

Armour: In former days a sort of armour was worn, consisting of split sticks 
arranged in parallelorder and combined with the stronger parts of the 
hide of the sea-lion. None of these suits can now, however, be found. 
A cloak or blanket very much prized by the Haidas and called naxin 
is obtained in trade from the Tshimsians. It is shaped somewhat like | 
a shawl, with a blunt point behind, and ‘surrounded by a deep and 


* A Voyage Round the World, but more particularly to the North-west Coast of America. 


Performed in 1785, 1786, 1787 and 1788, in th ing G thar i 
Pevtonmd au pee Heh 7 in the King George and Queen Charlotte, Captains Port- ? 


* 
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thick fringe of twisted wool. Finely shred cedar bark is used as a 
basis or warp, on which the wool of the mountain goat is worked in. 
The cloaks are made in many small separate pieces, which are after- Peculiar cloak 
wards artfully sewn together. The colours of wool used are white, ae 
yellow, black and brown, and the pattern bears arelation to the totem, 
so that an Indian can tell to what totem the cloak belongs. These 
cloaks or blankets are valued at about $30. They are used specially 
in dancing, and then in conjunction with a peculiar head-dress, which 
consists of a small wooden mask ornamented with mother-of-pearl. 
This stands up from the forehead, and is attached to a piece fitting 
over the head, ornamented with feathers, &c., and behind supporting a 
strip of cloth about two feet wide, which hangs down to the feet, and 
is covered with skins of the ermine. The cloaks are described by the 
chronicler of Dixon’s voyage as “a kind of variegated blanket or 
cloak, something like our horse-cloths ; they do not appear to be wove, 
but made entirely by hand, and are neatl¥ finished. I imagine that 
these cloaks are made of wool collected from the skins of beasts killed 
in the chase; they are held in great estimation, and only wore on 
extraordinary occasions.” 
: Shred cedar bark, twisted into a turban, and stained dull red with ease bere 
"the juice of the bark of the alder, is frequently worn about the head, 
more, however, as an ornament than a covering, and apparently with- 
out any peculiar significance among the Haidas, though with the 
Tshimsians and Indians of Millbank Sound it is only worn on occasions 
of religious ceremony, and it would be considered improper at other 
times. 

Feathers, buttons, beads, portions of the shell of the Haliotis, with Ornaments. 
the orange-coloured bill of the puffin, are used as ornaments, strung 
together or sewn on the clothes. The Dentalium shell was formerly 

_ prized and frequently worn, but has now almost disappeared. 

Painting is frequently practised, but is generally applied to the face Paints and 
only, Vermillion is the favourite pigment, and is usually—at least at oe 
the present day—rubbed on with little regard tosymmetry or pattern. 
Blue and black pigments are also used, but I have not observed in any 
~ ease the same care and taste in applying the paint to form a sym- 
metrical design asis frequently seen among the Indians east of the Rocky 
- Mountains. The face is almost always painted for a dance, and when— 
as very often happens—dances recur on oceasions of ceremony for 

several nights, no care is taken to remove the pigment, and most of 
the people may be seen going about during the day with much of it 
still adhering to their faces. To prevent unpleasant effects from the 
gun in hot weather, especially when travelling, the face is frequently 
} first rubbed with fat, and then with a dark brownish powder made by 


Bracelets and 
bangles. 


Tattooing. 


Labret. 
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roasting in the fire the woody fungus found on the bark of trees, and 
afterwards grinding it between stones. This soon becomes nearly black, 
and resembles dried blood. A mixture of spruce-gum and grease, also 
of a dark colour, is used to protect the face in cold weather, while 
those in mourning frequently apply grease and charcoal to the face. 

Bracelets beaten out of silver coins are very generally worn by the 
women, who often carry several on each arm, The custom of wearing 
several or many polished copper rings on the ankles and arms was 
formerly common among the Haidas and Tshimsians. Those for the 
ankles were round in section, those for the arms flat on the inner side. 
In Dixon’s narrative “large circular wreaths of copper” are spoken 
of as being frequently worn, both at Norfollk Sound and in the Queen 
Charlotte Islands. They “did not appear to be foreign manufacture, 
but twisted into that shape by the natives themselves to wear as an 
ornament about the neck.” 

Tattooing is universally practised, or rather was so till within the 
last few years, for it is noticeable that many of the children are now 
being allowed to grow up without it. The front of each leg above the 
ankle and the back of each arm above the wrist are the places gene- 
rally chosen, though the breast is also frequently covered with a design. 
The patterns are carefully and symmetrically drawn, of the usual 
bluish colour produced by the introduction of charcoal into punctures 
in the skin. In one instance, however, a red pigment had also been 
employed. The designs are often hereditary, and represent the totem 
crest of the bearer, in the usual conventional style adopted by the coast 
Indians in their drawings. I have never observed any tattooing to 
extend to the face, where it is commonly found among the Tinneh 
people of the interior, in the form of lines radiating from the corners 
of the mouth, on the chin or forehead. 

Till quite lately the females among the Haidas all wore labrets 
in the lower lip. Dixon particularly notes this as being the case, 
though in Norfolk Sound it was only practised by women of rank, 
Dixon further gives an admirable illustration of the Haida labret in 
the plate facing page 226 of his volume, already several times referred 
to. A small aperture first made is gradually enlarged by the insertion 
of lip-pieces of ever-increasing size, till the lower lip becomes a mere 
circle of flesh stretched round the periphery of a flat or concave-sided 
labret of wood or bone, which projects at right angles to the plane of 
the face. One obtained by Dixon was found by him to measure 3% 
inches long by 2 broad, which is larger than any I have seen. Only 
among the old women can this monstrosity be now found in its original 
form. Many middle-aged females have a small aperture in the lip, 
through which a little beaten-silver tube of the size of a quill is thrust, 
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projecting from the face about a quarter of an inch. The younger 
women have not even this remnant of the old custom. 

The piercing of the lip was the occasion of a ceremony and giving Piercing of lip 
away of property. During the operation the aunt of the child must"? 
hold her. The shape of the Haida lip-piece or stai-e was oval. Among 
the Tshimsians it was more elongated, and with the Stickeen women 
nearly circular. It was also formerly the custom to pierce the ears in 
several places. Three perforations in each ear were usual among com- 
mon people, but chiefs or those of importance had five or six. These 
held little ornaments formed of plates of haliotis shell backed with thin 
sheet copper, or the small sharp teeth of the fin-whale. This custom 
obtains also among the Tshimsians and Stickeen Indians, and the 
Chiefs Callicum and Maquilla of Nootka Sound, Vancouver Island, are 
represented with the same adornment in Meares’ engraving of them. 

The septum of the nose is generally perforated in both males and Perforation of 
females, and was formerly made to sustain a pendant of haliotis shell "*” 
or a silver ring, though it is not now used in this way. No process of 
distortion of the head or other parts of the body is practised among 
the Haidas. 

Food. 

Like most of the tribes of the coast, the Haidas live principally on 
fish. The halibut and salmon are chiefly depended on. A complete 
list of the articles used by them as food would, however, indeed be a 
long one, as few organic substances not absolutely indigestible would 
be omitted. 

The halibut fishery is systematically pursued, and the main villages Halibut fishery 
are so situated as to be within easy reach of the banks along the open 
coast on which the fish abounds. The halibut is found in great num- 
bers in all suitable localities from Cape Flattery northward, but is 
perhaps nowhere finer, more abundant and more easily caught than in 
the vicinity of the Queen Charlotte Islands. It may be taken in most 
of the waters at almost any season, though more numerous on certain 
banks at times well known to the Indians. About Skidegate, how- 
ever, it is only caught in large numbers during a few months in the 
spring and early summer. When the fish are most plentiful the 
Haidas take them in large quantities, fishing with hook and line from 
their canoes, which are anchored by stones attached to cedar-bark ropes 
of sufficient length. They still employ either a wooden hook armed 
with an iron—formerly bone—barb, or a peculiarly curved iron hook 
of their own manufacture, in preference to the ordinary fish hook. 
‘These implements are described with others in treating of the arts of 
the Haidas. 

The halibut brought to the shore are handed over by the men to the 


Curing the 
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women, who, squatted on their haunches, rapidly clean the fish, remoy- 
ing the larger bones, head, fins and tail, and then cutting it into long 
flakes. These are next hung on the poles of a wooden framework, 
where, without salt—by the sun alone, or sometimes aided by a slow 
fire beneath the erection—they are dried, and eventually packed away 
in boxes for future use. 

There are no rivers of great size on the islands, but many streams 
large enough to be known as ‘salmon rivers’ to the Indians. A run 
of smal! red-fleshed salmon occurs about the middle of July up some of 
the larger streams. These answer no doubt to the fish known on the 
Fraser River as the suckeye, and much prized. They are, however, in 
inconsiderable numbers, and not much sought after by the Haidas. 
About the middle of August a larger species begins to arrive in great 
numbers, and this run sometimes lasts till January. These fish when 
they first appear and are still in salt-water are fat and in good condi- 
tion. They soon begin, however, to become hook-hilled, lean and pale- 
fleshed. They ascend even very small streams when these are in 
flood with the autumn rains, and being easily caught and large, they 
constitute the great salmon harvest of the Haidas. They are generally 
either speared in the estuaries of the streams or trapped in fish-wiers 
made of split sticks, which are ranged across the brooks. The various 
‘rivers’ are the property of the several families or subdivisions of the 
tribes, and at the salmon fishing season the inhabitants are scattered 
from the main villages; each little party camped or living in temporary 
houses of slight construction in the vicinity of the streams they own. 

It is scarcely necessary to particularize at length the other species 
of fish used as food, comprising all those abundant in the vicinity of 
the islands. Trout, herring, flounder, rock-cod, &c., constitute minor 
items in the dietary. The mackerel and cod are found, but not spe- 
cially sought after by the Indians, and it is not yet known whether at 
certain seasons and localities they may be sufficiently abundant to 
attract commercial enterprise. The spawn of the herring is collected 
on spruce boughs placed at low water on the spawning grounds, dried 
and stored away in a manner exactly similar to that practised by most 
of the coast Indians. The pollock is found on the western coast. It 
is generally caught in deep water with hook and line, and owing to 
its fatness is much prized. The Haidas of Gold Harbour or Port Kuper 
make an annual business of catching these fish in the latter part of the 


summer. They extract the oil from them by boiling in large wooden 


boxes with hot stones, and then skimming it from the surface. The 
oil is carefully stored away, and used as a condiment to dried fish or 


berries, instead of the oolachen grease, which by this tribe of Haidas 


is not much in request. 
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Both the Haidas and Tshimsians have the custom of collecting salmon gajmon ye. 
roe, putting it in boxes, and burying these below high-water mark on . 
the beach. When decomposition has taken place to some extent, and 
the mass has a most noisome odour, it is ready to eat, and is considered 
avery great luxury. Sometimes a boxis uncovered without removing 
it from the beach, and all sitting round eat the contents. Fatal poison- 
ing has followed this on several occasions. It is attributed to a small 
worm which is said at times to enter the decomposing mass from the sea, 

The Haidas also occasionally allowed the -heads of salmon and halibut 
to lie on the beach between high and low water marks till partly de- 
composed, when they were considered to be much improved. 

The dog-fish is very abundant along some parts of the coast, and its Fish yielding 

fishery is now beginning to be engagedin. The fish is not eaten by we 
the Haidas, but the oil extracted from the liver is readily sold to 
white traders, and constitutes one of the few remaining articles of 
legitimate marketable value possessed by the natives. Large sharks 
abound on the northern and western coasts, and are much feared by 
the Haidas, who allege that they frequently break their canoes and 
eat the unfortunate occupants. No instance of this kind is known to 
me, but they fear to attack these creatures. When, however, one of 
them is stranded, or found from any cause in a moribund state, they 
are not slow to take advantage of its condition, and from the liver 
extract a large quantity of oil. The whale and hair-seal (if it be proper whales and 
to include these among products of the fisheries) abound in the waters 8°'* 
surrounding the islands. I cannot learn that the former were ever 
systematically pursued as they were by the Makah Indians of Cape 
Flattery and Ahts of the west coast of Vancouver Island. When, 
however, by chance one of these comes ashore it is a great prize to 
the owner of the particular strip of beach on which it may be stranded. 
The seal is shot or speared, the latter doubtless having been the primi- 
tive mode, Both the flesh and blubber are eaten, the Indians comparing 
the animal on account of its fatness to that—to many of them hypo- 
thetical creature—from which pork is derived. They speak of it in 
the Chinook jargon as si-zwash co-sho.* It is interesting to remark in 
this connection that most of the Haidas will on no account eat pork, 
for some reason which I have been unable to determine. 

The oyster is not found on the coasts of the Queen Charlotte Islands, shell fish. 
though it occurs in some sheltered localities about Vancouver Island. 
Clams (Saxidomus squalidus, Cardium Nuttalli, &c.,) however, abound, 
with the large horse mussel (Mytilus Californianus) which on rocks 
exposed to the full force of tidal currents attains a great size. These 
shell-fish of course form a portion of the native diet. They are not 


* Meaning simply Indian pig. Si-wash from French sauvage. Co-sho from cochon. 
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eaten, however, at all seasons, but during the winter months only. 
At other times (April to October) they are reputed to be poisonous, 
and more than once have proved fatal to those eating them. The 
Indians attribute this to a worm which they say during the summer 
season inhabits the cavity of the shell. The Tshimsians and other 
northern tribes also abstain from shell-fish during the summer for the 
same reason, while those of the southern part of Vancouver Island 
appear to eat them at all seasons. 

Chitons, both the large red species (Cryptochiton Steller’) which 
sometimes attains a length of eight inches, and the smaller black 
variety (Katherina tunicata), very common everywhere near low-water 
mark, are favourite articles of diet. 

Sea-urchins, the large purple-spined (Lowechinus purpuratus) and the 
smaller green species (Huryechinus chlorocentrotus), are often brought 
ashore in large quantities, and it is surprising to observe how many of 
these rather watery creatures an Indian—squatting perhaps on his 
haunches on the beach—will devour in making alightlunch. A gentle 
knock on a stone serves to open the shell, when the finger run round 
the smooth interior brings out the edible parts, consisting chiefly of 
the more or less mature ova. 

A large brown tuburculated holithurian is also eaten, though some 
of the younger people now profess to eschew these rather unpleasant 
looking animals. 

Oolachen grease, called tow is an important and much relished con- 
stituent of many of the Haida dishes. The oolachen or candle-fish, 
(Thaleichthys pacificus) from which it is derived, does not occur in the 
waters surrounding the Queen Charlotte Islands. It is found in some 
of the inlets on the west coast of Vancouver Island, but is especially 
abundant at the spawning season, in early spring, in the estuaries of 
the larger rivers of the mainland, and of these pre-eminently in the 
Fraser and the Nasse. Like its eastern representative and zoological 
ally, the capelin, it swarms in the shallow water along shore, and is 
easily caught in immense numbers. For the extraction of the oil the 
fish is generally allowed to partially putrefy, and is then boiled in a 
mass in wooden boxes, with hot stones. The oil or grease is semi-solid 
when cold, with a feetid and rancid smell and taste. From the Nasse 
fisheries the oil is obtained by barter by the inland tribes of the 
northern part of British Columbia and by the Haidas. For a box con- 
taining somewhat over one hundred pounds of this grease from six to 
ten ‘blankets,’ or say from $12 to $20, is paid. 
cert noon. tale tla Soe eae 
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less enables the otherwise imperfect food to go further in supplying 
the wants of the system. 
he Haidas are not great hunters. They kill a considerable number Haidas not 
; of black bears at two seasons of the year, when they are found prowl- ee 
ing along the sea shore, but do not follow them far into their mountain 
fastnesses. In early spring, when the grass along the edges of the 

woods begins to grow green, with the skunk-cabbage (Lysichiton 

Kamtschatense) and other succulent vegetables, bruin coming out to Bears. 

browse upon the tender shoots may fall a victim to the lurking 

Indian. Again in autumn, when tempted to the shores and estuaries 

by the dead and dying salmon, he is apt to get into trouble, and at 

this season his skin, being in good condition, is of some value. 

’ There is pretty good evidence to show that the wapati occurs on the Wapati. 

northern part of Graham Island, but it is very seldom killed. The 
small deer (C. Columbianus) is not found on the islands, nor is the wolf, 
grizzly bear, mountain sheep or mountain goat. Geese and ducks in Water fowl. 
vast numbers frequent the country about Masset and Virago Sound in 

_ the autumn, and for a time form an important item in the diet of the 
natives. They now shoot them with the flint-lock trade muskets with 
which they are generally armed. I have seena bow, with blunt wooden 

) arrows, also in the canoe, to be used in despatching wounded but still 

- living birds, and thus to save ammunition. Sea-fowl of many kinds 

are articles of food on occasion, though the gull, the loon and some 

~ others are exempt on account of their exceptionally rank flavor. The Eggs. 

— eggs of sea-birds, and especially those of the large white gull, are col- 

_ lected in great quantity in the early summer. Every lonely and wave- 

_ washed rock on which these birds deposit their eggs is known to the 

natives, who have even these apportioned among the families as here- 

S ditary property. The singular rocks extending southward from Cape 

E St. James are frequented by myriads of sea-fowl, and some of them are 

so abrupt and cliff-surrounded that, lashed by the never-ceasing swell 

of the Pacific they remain inaccessible even to the Haidas. 

The potato, called skow-shit in Haida, introduced by some of the Potato.. 
early voyagers, now forms an important part of the food supply. A 
 Skidegate Indian told me that it was first grown at Skidegate, but I do 
not know how far this statement may be reliable. The greater part of 
even the flat low lands of these islands is so thickly wooded, and with 
5. trees of such great size, that the task of clearing the ground is quite 
ee beyond the energy of the Indian. There are places, however, near the 
shore, where by cutting down and grubbing out small bushes limited 
garden patches may be made. These are very often spots which have 

been occupied by Indian houses, and where great quantities of shells 
and other refuse have accumulated, forming a rich soil. Such spots. 
8 
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are utilized as potato gardens, but are generally small and often scat- 

tered far away from the main villages, wherever suitable localities can 
be found. Little attention is paid to the cultivation of the plant, ‘and 
the variety in use is generally run down so as to yield very small and 
poor tubers. 

Formerly many small roots indigenous to the country, and eontain- 
ing more or less starch, were eagerly sought after, dried and stored 
away. One of these was a wild lily. No effort is now made to gather 
these, though a few may be collected where they occur abundantly. 
The cambium layer of the spruce (A. Menziesii) and hemlock (A. Mer- 
tensianad) is collected, the trees being cut down and barked for the 
purpose, and is eaten in a fresh or dried state. This substance has a 
not disagreeable sweet and mucilaginous taste, but also possesses a 
distinct resinous flavour. It is considered very wholesome. The 
cambium layer of the scrub pine (P. contorta) is not eaten, though this 
tree is found in some abundance on the west coast of the islands, and 
on the mainland of British Columbia is barked for this purpose almost 
exclusively. The growing shoots of the epilobium, heracleum and 
other plants are eaten when in season. A sea-weed resembling dulce, 
but which I have only seen in dried cakes, is found, especially in the 
southern islands. preserved by drying and boiled into a sort of tea or 
soup. 

Berries abound, the most important being the sual-lal (Gaultheria 
shalion), known to the Haidas as skit-hun, and crab-apple or kyxil (Pyrus 
rivularis). The latter, about one-third of an inch in length and less in 
width, has much the taste of a sour Siberian crab. It is gathered late 
in the autumn, and generally boiled and put away in boxes, covered 
with water, and allowed to remain so till winter, when the berries are 
sorted, mixed with oolachen grease, and thus made ready for use. The 
sal-lal berries are eaten fresh in great quantities, and are also dried for 
use in winter.. The strawberry (Fragaria Chilensis), flowering rasp- 
berry (Rubus Nutkanus), eurrent (Ribes sp.), Vaccinium parvifiorum, &e., 
occur in some places abundantly. The mahonia (Berberis aquifolium) 
is not found. ‘The service-berry (Amalanchier alnifolia), so much prized 
by the Indians of the interior, occurs sparingly, and scarcely seems to 
ripen its fruit. 

Before the introduction of the potato, the only plant cultivated was 
one which has been described to me as ‘Indian tobacco.’ There is a 
mythical tradition concerning the origin of this plant, which is given 
in another place. Its cultivation is now entirely abandoned except at 
Cumshewa, where a single old woman continues to grow it, some of 
the older Indians still relishing it. This I learnt after aye Cum- 
shewa, and have consequently been unable to ascertain whether the 
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plant is really tobacco or not. It is probable, however, that it is some 
less potent weed, or its cultivation would not have been so soon given 
up and high prices paid for imported tobacco. The Haidas used to 
“grow it not only for themselves, but as an article of trade with other 
neighbouring tribes. To prepare the plant for use it was dried over How prepared. 
the fire on a little framework, finely bruised in a stone mortar, and 
then pressed into cakes. It was not smokedin a pipe, but being mixed 
with a little lime prepared by burning clam-shells, was chewed or held 
in the cheek. The stone mortars—elsewhere more fully described— 
are still to be found stowed away in corners of the houses. They 
_ appear to have been used in the preparation of the ‘ tobacco’ only, and 
though often large enough for the purpose, were certainly not 
employed to reduce any cereal to the state of meal, as none such were 
known to the Haidas. It is, therefore, unsafe to conclude from the Kinnikinick. 
mere discovery of stone mortars, among other relics, that certain 
extinct tribes cultivated corn and used it as food. The leaves of the 
bear-berry or kinnikinick (Arctostaphylos wva-ursi) are mixed with 
tobacco when smoking, to eke out the precious narcotic. These leaves 
are used for the same purpose by the Indians everywhere over the 
northern part of the American continent. I have seen on Vancouver 
Island the leaves of the sal-lal roasted before the fire and mixed with 
tobacco, and among the Chippeway Indians and others the bark of the 
red osier dog-wood (Cornus stolonifera). 
The dog is the only domesticated animal among the Haidas. The The dog. 
original breed is now much disguised by imported strains, The pres- 
ent natives are grey wolfish-looking curs about the size of a coyote. 


Social organis.tion. 


The Haidas, like other tribes inhabiting the coast of British Colum- a ney 

bia and its adjacent islands, have permanent villages. The general 
_ type of construction of the houses in these is nearly the same among 

all the tribes, but among the Haidas the buildings are more substan- 
_ tially made, and much more care is given to the accurate fitting 
- together and ornamentation of the edifice than I have elsewhere seen. 
This may be due in part to the comparatively late date at which the 
Haidas have come closely in contact with the whites, but probably also 
indicates an original greater facility in constructive and mechanical 
processes than is found among the other tribes. This would be fully 
borne out by their present character in these regards. Especially in 
the great number, size, and elaborate carving of the symbolical posts, 
is this superiority shown. Among the Tshimsians at Port Simpson, 
most of the original carved posts have been cut down as missionary 
influence spread among the people. At Nawitti (Hope Island), Quat- 
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sino Inlet (Vancouver Island) and elsewhere, where the natives are 
still numerous and have scarcely been reached by missionaries, though 
similar posts are found, they are small, shabby, and show little of the 
peculiar grotesque art found so fully developed among the Haidas. 

As before mentioned, the permanent villages are generally situated 
with regard to easy access to the halibut banks and coast fisheries, 
which occupy a greater proportion of the time of the natives than any 
other single employment. The villages are thus not infrequently on 
bleak, exposed, rocky coasts or islands, though generally placed with 
care, so as to allow of landing in canoes even in stormy weather. The 
houses may stand on a flat, elevated a few feet above the high-tide 
mark, and facing seaward on a sandy or gravelly beach, on which 
canoes can be drawn up. The houses are arranged side by side, either 
in contact, or with spaces of greater or less width between them. A 
space is left between the fronts of the houses and edge of the bank, 
which serves for a street, and also for the erection of the various 
carved posts, and for temporary fish-drying stages, &e. Here also, any 
canoes are placed which it is not desired to use for some time, and are 
carefully covered with matting and boughs to protect them from the 
sun, by which they might be warped or cracked. As a rough average, 
it may be stated that there are at least two carved posts for each house, 
and these, when the village is first seen from a distance, give it the 
aspect of a patch of burnt forest with bare, bristling tree-stems. The 
houses themselves are not painted, and soon assume a uniform incon-. 
spicuous grey colour, or become green or overgrown with moss and 
weeds, owing to the dampness of the climate. The cloud of smoke 
generally hovering over the village in calm weather, may serve to 
identify it. Two rows of houses are occasionally formed, where the 
area selected is contracted. No special arrangement of houses accord- 
ing to rank or precedence appears to obtain, and the house of the chief 
may be either in the centre of the row or at the end. Hach house 
generally accommodates several families, in our sense of the term ; 
which are related together, and under the acknowledged guidance of 
the elder to whom the house is reputed to belong, and who is really a 
minor chief, of greater or less importance in the tribe—or village— 
according to the amount of his property and number of his people. 

Tn front of one or more of the principal houses platforms are often 
found, on which a group of people may be seen squatting in conversa- 
tion or engaged in their interminable gambling game. The forest of 
carved posts in front of the village, each of them representing a great 
expenditure of property and exertion, doubtless presents to the native 
eye a grand and awe-inspiring appearance and brings to the mind a 
sense of probably mysterious import, which possibly does not in reality . 
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exist. Behind the dwelling houses, or toward one end of the village Tombs. 
P and not far removed from it, are the small houses or sheds in which 

the dead are placed, or pairs of posts supporting a hollowed beam 
_which contains the body. 

These permanent villages of the Haidas are now much reduced in Abandonment 
number, in correspondence with the very rapid decrease of the people eres Ae 
themselves. Those villages least favourably situated as fishing stations, 
or most remote from communication, have been abandoned, and their 
people absorbed in others. This has happened especially on the tem- 
pestuous west coast of the islands, where there is now but a single 
inhabited village. Even those still occupied are rapidly falling to 
decay; the older people gradually dying off, the younger resorting 

more and more to Victoria and beginning to despise the old ways. 

Many houses have been completely deserted, while others are shut up 

and mouldering away under the weather, and yet others, large and 
fitted to accommodate several families, are occupied by two or three 

people only. The carved posts, though one may still occasionally be 
erected, are as arule more or less advanced toward decay. A rank 
_ growth of weeds in some cases presses close up among the inhabited 
houses, the traffic not being sufficient to keep them down. In a few 
"years little of the original aspect of these villages will remain, though 
at the present moment all their peculiarities can be easily distinguished, 
and avery little imagination suffices to picture them to the mind as they 
must have been when swarming with inhabitants dressed in sea-otter 
_ robes and seal skins. 

The Haidas reside in these permanent villages during the winter Residence. 

season, returning to them after the close of the salmon fishery, about 


_ Christmas-time. A portion of the tribe is, however, almost always to 
be found at the permanent village, and from time to time during other 
seasons of the year almost the whole tribe may be concentrated there. 
_ The villages differ somewhat in this respect. When the territory owned 
by its people is not very extensive, or does not lie far off, they live 
~ almost continually in the village. When it is otherwise, they become 
- widely scattered at several seasons. 
The Haidas trouble themselves little about the interior country, but Property Ge 
the coast line, and especially the various rivers and streams, are divided"™ 
- among the different families. These tracts are considered as strictly 
personal property, and are hereditary rights or possessions, descending 
_ from one generation to another according to the rule of succession 
be elsewhere stated. They may be bartered or given away, and should 
ia one family desire to fish or gather berries in the domain of another, 
the privilege must be paid for. So strict are these ideas of proprietary 
right in the soil, that on some parts of the coast sticks may be seen set 
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up to define the limits of the various properties, and woe to the dishon- 
est Indian who appropriates anything of value—as for instance @ 
stranded shark, or seal or sea-otter which has died from its wounds— 
that comes ashore on the stretch of coast belonging to another. Along 
the shores the principal berry-gathering grounds are found, and thus 
divided. The larger salmon streams are often the property jointly of a 
number of families; and at these autumn fishing grounds temporary 
houses, small and roughly constructed, are generally to be found. The 
split cedar planks of the permanent houses are not usually carried by 
the Haidas to these less substantial houses, though this custom prevails 
elsewhere on the coast. The construction of the houses thus tempora- 
rily occupied is generally so slight and rough as to necessitate no 
particular description. Poles or cedar planks are built or piled together 
in whatever manner seems best suited to keep out the rain, In some 
cases where they are more substantial they resemble on a reduced scale 
those of the permanent villages. The mode of construction of the 
latter is described further on. In these temporary shelters, or in even 
less commodious camps among the trees, the natives live during a 
considerable part of the year, engaged in salmon fishing, the cutting 
down of trees and rough hewing of canoes, the gathering and prepara- 
tion of cedar bark for mats, and other occupations, which, each at its 
appropriate season, fill out the annual round of duties. 

The actual construction of the permanent houses devolves entirely 
on the men, but is not effected by individual effort. Indeed, the very 
size of the beams and planks used necessitates the coéperation of many 
hands. The erection of a house, therefore, in all its stages, from the 
cutting and hewing out of the beams in the forest, the launching of 
these and towing them to the village, their erection and fitting, forms 
the occasion of a ‘bee’ or gathering of natives, which generally includes 
detachments from neighbouring villages, and is the occasion of a pot- 
latch or giving away of property by the person for whom the labour 
is undertaken. Several such gatherings are usually required for the 
completion of a house, which may be some years in course of construc- 
tion, as the man for whom the work is done generally exhausts his 
available resources on each occasion, and requires again to accumulate 
property, and especially blankets, for a new effort. Dancing and 
gaming relieve the monotony of the work, which generally occupies 
but a small portion of each day, and is conducted with much tall and 
noise, and the shouting of many diverse orders as the great beams are 
handled. 

Among the Haidas each permanent village constitutes a chieftaincy, 
and has a recognized head chief. The chiefs still possess considerable 
influence, but it is becoming less, and was doubtless very much greater 
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in former times. It was never, however, the absolute and despotic 
authority which is sometimes attributed to Indian chiefs. The chief 
is merely the head or president of the various family combinations, 
and unless his decisions carry with them the assent of the other leaders 
‘they have not much weight. He has no power of compelling work power of chiefs 
from other members of the tribe. Should he require a new house pte ke 
must pay for its erection by making a distribution of property, just as 
any other man of the tribe would do; and indeed it is expected of the 
chief that he shall be particularly liberal in these givings away, as well 
as in providing feasts for the people. He is also supposed to do the 
honours to distinguished visitors. In Captain Dixon’s narrative, the 
following statements concerning the position of the chiefs at the time 
of his visit are found :—“ Though every tribe met with at these islands 
is governed by its respective chief, yet they are divided into families, 
each of which appears to have regulations and a kind of subordinate 
government of its own: the chief usually trades for the whole tribe; 
but I have sometimes observed that when this method of barter has 
been disapproved of, each separate family has claimed a right to 
dispose of their own furs, and the chief always complied with this 
- request.” 
_ The chieftaincy is hereditary, and on the death of a chief devolves Succession to 
“upon his next eldest brother, or should he have no brother, on his ee ee 
nephew, or lacking both of these his sister or niece may in rare cases 
inherit the chieftaincy, though when this occurs it is probably only 
nominal. It is possible—as occasionally happens in the matter of 
succession to property—that a distant male relative may, in want of 
- near kingsmen, be adopted by the mother of the deceased as a new son, 
and may inherit the chieftaincy. - I have not, however, heard of cases 
of this kind. Should all these means of filling the succession fail, a 
new chief is then either elevated by the consensus of public opinion, or 
the most opulent and ambitious native attains the position by making 
a potlatch, or giving away of property greater than any of the rest can 
afford. Should one man distribute ten blankets, the next may dispose 
of twenty, the first tries to cap this by a second distribution, and so on 
till the means of all but one have been exhausted. This form may in 
reality become a species of election, for should there be a strong feeling 
in favour of any particular man, his friends may secretly reinforce his 
means till he carries his point. In no case, however, does the chief- 
taincy pass from the royal clan to any of the lesser men of the tribe. 
On being elevated to the chieftaincy the chief assumes a hereditary 
name, which is also colloquially used as that of the tribe he rules. 
Thus there is always a Cumshewa, Skedan, Skidegate, &c.; and since 
the islands have been frequented by yessels, the word ‘captain’ is 
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frequently added to the titular name of the chief in speaking of him to 
the whites, to signify his rank. 

ae Certain secrets are reputed to appertain to the office of chief, among 
which is the possession of various articles of property which are 
supposed to be mysterious and unknown to the rest of the Indians, or 
common people (Haida a-li-kwa). A very intelligent Skidegate Indian 
from whom I derived much information, as he was well versed in the 
Chinook jargon, told me, for instance, that on the death of the last 
Skidegate chief, the new chief wished him to perform a dance in 
honour of the great departed, this being one of the rites which it is 
necessary that the heir should attend to. The dance is one made by a 
single man, the performer being naked with the exception of the 
breech-cloth. When my informant was about to engage in the dance 
the chief took him aside, showing him various articles of the myste- 
rious chief's properties. Among others a peculiar whistle, or cell with 
vibrating reed tongues, which concealed in the mouth enables the 
operator to produce strange and startling noises, that may be supposed 
by those not in the secret to indicate a species of possession in the 
excited dancer. These things are explained by the chief to his probable 
successor, and are also known to some of the more important Indians, 
but not to all. They are, no doubt, among the devices for obtaining 
and holding authority over the credulous vulgar. 

Asbsaeian Among the Tshimsians in former days, and probably also among the’ 
Haidas, a chief had always his principal man, who has considerable 
authority, and gives advice and instruction to the chief’s successor. 
He never inherits the chieftaincy, however. Each chief with the 
Tshimsians had also his ‘jester,’ who is sent on errands of invitation, 
announces the guests on their arrival, and makes jokes and endeavours 
to amuse the company, though preserving his own gravity. The jester 
is not, of course, always in attendance. He receives nothing for his 
trouble, apparently looking on the position as honourable, and inherits 
nothing on the chief’s death. 

ANT Sele It not infrequently happens that a chief grown old, decrepit or poor, 
though the honourable title still clings to him, is virtually succeeded 
by some more energetic man, who sways the actions of the tribe in his 
stead. The village appears to be the largest unit in the Haida system 
of government, and there has not been any permanent premier chief, 
or larger confederacy or league of tribes. Such unions may doubtless 
have been formed from time to time for offensive and defensive 
purposes, but have not endured. 

Offenses atoned No laws appear to be acknowledged, but any action tending to the 
injury of another in person or property lays the offender open to repri- 
sals by the sufferer, but may be atoned for, and the feud closed by 
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payment in blankets or other valuable property to a satisfactory 
amount. The culprit generally prefers this mode of settlement to 
‘having an uncertain retribution hanging over him, and as the value 
set on property is great, and the disinclination to reduce the store of 
blankets—which may possibly be accumulating for a prospective 
distribution—excessive, the restraint is proportionately severe, 


Religion and ‘ medicine.’ 


It is difficult to decide precisely how much should be included under Religion. 
the heading religion. The older Indians, and indeed those of every age 
where they have come not too closely in contact with the whites, show 
‘a persistent—one might almost say a fervent—reverence for their 
time-honoured customs, among which, in this case, the giving away of 
‘property or potlatch and the various dances, are the most prominent. 
There are no priests, however, nor could I hear of any religious ritual 
among the Haidas. The medicine or mystery man, or shaman (Haida 
_ ska-ga), occupies a position perhaps partly partaking of the priestly 
 funetion, but more closely allied to that of the prophet, sorcerer, or 
physician. The Tshimsians say that the Haidas had originally no 
religion whatever, but adopted their ceremonies not a very great 
“swhile ago. This may account for the use of Tshimsian words in the 
dances among the Haidas, and the high esteem in which the Tshimsian 
language is held by them. It is possible that some of the dances 
_ described farther on may have, in part, a religious significance and 
- form a portion of the religious ceremonies above referred to. 
It is, however, unquestionable that the Haidas have, and had before ne of a chief 
any missionary leaven spread among them, an idea of a chief deity, or ; 
- lord of all things, whose dwelling was in some remote, undefined region. 
- This I ascertained by careful inquiry from the Skidegate Indian already 
- referred to, and Mr. Collison, who has been two years among the Masset 
_ Haidas as a missionary, and can speak the language with some fluency, 
confirms me in this statement. The name of this being is Sun-ta- 
~ tlai-dus, or Sha-nung-i-tlag-i-das. His attributes are generally good, but 
_ itis difficult to ascertain exactly what they are, owing to the reticence 
- observed by natives in speaking to whites of those of their customs or 
beliefs which they fear may be ridiculed, but perhaps also in this case 
to the fact that they have at no time been very precisely defined. The 
 jdea of a spirit, soul, or essence being in reality the man, and distinctly 
~ separable from the more perishable body, is also firmly rooted in the 
Haida mind. There is also a recognised principle of evil, called Hai-de- Power of evil. 
lan-a, a name signifying chief of the lower regions. This being is either 
typified by, or assumes the form of a certain inhabitant of the sea, 
believed to be the killer whale (Orea ater). Indians who lose their lives 
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by drowning are taken possession of by the power of evil, and are turned 
into beings like himself under his chieftainship. Those killed in battle, 
or even non-combatants accidentally killed during a fight, go at once to 
the country of Sun-i-a-tlai-dus, which is supposed to be a happy region. 
The spirits of those who die from disease, or in the course of nature, 
become latent, or pass to an ill-defined Hades, but are from time to 
time recovered, returning to the world as the souls of new-born 
children, generally—or always—in the tribe to which they themselves 
formerly belonged. This new birth may occur in each case five succes” 
sive times, but after this the soul is annihilated, “like earth, knowing 
nothing.” So at least say some of the Haidas. The medicine-men 
profess, in many cases, to be able by means of dreams or visions to 
tell in the person of what child such an one formerly dead has 
returned—hence a considerable part of the influence they exercise. 

The Indian informant, already several times referred to, told me that 
the medicine-man had assured him that his brother had returned in the 
form of a child lately born. He was in doubt whether to believe 
implicitly or not. I have been told also of a case at Masset, where an 
old chief dying said to those about him that he would return in the 
form of a child then about to be born from the wife of one of his 
relatives. He enjoined them to be careful of the child. 

It would seem also to be believed that before death the soul loosens 
itself from the body, and finally takes its departure altogether. This, 
at least, would appear to be implied by the fact that the medicine-men 
sometimes profess to catch the soul of one about todie. This, however, 
belongs more strictly to the curative function of the ska-ga. 

The office of ska-ga, shaman or medicine-man is not, like the chief- 
taincy, hereditary, but is either chosen or accepted in consequence of 
some tendency to dream or see visions, or owing to some omen. The 
would-be doctor must go through a severe course of initiation. He 
must abstain from connexion with women, and eat very little ordinary 
food, and that only once a day, in the evening. He goes into the 
woods and eats ‘medicine,’ of which the Moneses uniflora was pointed 
out to me as one of the chief constituents. This plantis hot and bitter 
to the taste. A course of this character continued for some months, 
ov for even a year, causes the body to become thin, and the mind may 
eventually be somewhat deranged, or at least the skd-ga pretends to see 
strange things. He speaks mysteriously, and soon takes an acknow- 
ledged place in the tribe. When sickness occurs he must be in 
attendance on the patient, and seeks by every means to exorcise the 
evil spirit which, abiding in the body, may have caused the disease. 
The greatest effort is to drive out this spirit, and for this purpose he 
comes armed with his rattle, or with a drum. The house where the 
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- patient lies is probably filled with his friends, the ska-ga, drumming or 
rattling and singing about him, seems to strain every nerve to drive 
away the evil one. The relatives encourage him to redoubled exertions 
by promises of property, which, in event of recovery, he will be given. 

~~ A ska-ga has his hair long and tangled, as, in obedience to custom, it Peculiarities of © 
is neither allowed to be cut or comb passed through it. This consti- ae oe 
tutes a part of his ‘medicine.’ Besides the rattle or drum the most: 
important property of a ska-ga appears to be a hollow bone, carved’ 
externally; in some cases also inlaid with pieces of haliotis shell, and 

 openatthe ends. In this, using a little shred cedar bark to plug the: 

ends, he can enclose the soul or ka-tlun-dai about to depart, and may 

_ succeed in restoring it to the body. 

Zs From their position the medicine-men are often able to levy black- 
~ mail on the credulous, and profit by this species of priestcraft. At 
 Metla-katla the following incident occurred, and was related to me by 
Mr. Duncan. This was among the Tshimsians, whose customs in regard 
to these matters are, however, closely like those of the Haidas :— 
A medicine-man from an outlying district, coming among the Indians 
at the mission, put a family into great distress by communicating to 
them that in walking along, not far off, he had seen the soul of a young 
girl, had caught it, and for a certain consideration would restore it to 
the owner, who must otherwise assuredly soon die. The girl indicated 
was in good health, but some of the relatives were so much alarmed 
that they came to Mr. Duncan, telling him all the circumstances. He 

partially reassured them, and finally quieted their fears by frightening 
the medicine-man himself away. 

The ska-ga dying, remains still an object of superstition, and his body Venerated 
is not disposed of in exactly the same way with those of mere ordinary - 
mortals. He is not, as they are, boxed up and deposited in little houses 
in the immediate vicinity of the village, but removed to some distance, 
in some instances to a place designated by himself before death. The 
method of sepulture may not be quite uniform, but I can describe that 
of a medicine-man considered very potent, who died about ten years 
ago at Skidegate -__Ona small island, some miles from the village, is a How entombed’ 
little box-like hovel, about five feet in height, and nearly square, made 
of split cedar boards, neatly joined, and roofed with similar planks, on 
which large stones had been piled to keep the whole firm. The erec-. 
tion stands under a few scattered pine trees, near the rocky shore.. A 
board having fallen out, a good view could be gained of the interior. 

The side furthest from the water was entirely covered by a neatly: 
made cedar-bark mat. The body leaned against this, in a sitting pos— 
ture, the knees had originally been drawn up nearly to the chin, but 
the whole had slipped down somewhat during decomposition. It. was. 


124 B GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA. 


not enclosed in any box, but a large red blanket, wrapped round the 
shoulders, covered the entire lower portion of the body to the ground. 
The hair, which was long, was still in place, black and glossy, carefully 
wound up to form a large knot on the top of the head, through which 
a couple of carved bone pins or skewers were stuck. A carved stick, 
like those used in dancing, rested in one corner, and before the knees 
was a square cedar box, which no doubt contained various other pro- 
perties. Had I not had with me an Indian of the tribe, I should have 
been tempted to investigate further. The face was the only part of 
the body uncovered, and the flesh appeared to have been partly dried 
on the bones, giving it a mummy-like aspect. I mention this fact 
as it is believed both at Skidegate and Masset, and probably generally 
among the Haidas, that the bodies of medicine-men do not decay like 
those of others, leaving only the bones, but dry up without decomposi- 
tion. In this particular case, it is said among the people of the tribe 
that if anyone looking at the dead man should see a skeleton only, he 
or some of his near kinsfolk will surely soon die, whereas if fiesh is 
seen the omen is propitious. 

‘Ghostly appari- Of another skd-ga entombed near the Skidegate Village, I was told 
by a Haida that on one oceasian he was returning to the village, about 
twilight, when, on looking to where he knew the tomb to be, he saw 
the skd-ga himself, standing erect with his medicine rattle in his hand. 
My informant was much frightened, and on getting to the village told 
the people what he had seen, causing no small commotion among 
them, for the apparition was universally accepted as an evil omen. 
Shortly afterwards his wife, brother, brother’s wife, and two sisters 
went, with others, to Victoria, and all taking small-pox died there. 

A medicine-man is entitled to take from the grave of his predecessor 
any of his peculiar properties. The privilege is, however, not always 
or immediately made use of, and it may probably be necessary to wait _ 
for some dream or omen before doing so. 

eingtcn for The following method of procedure to obtain a fair wind, though not 
confined in practice to medicine-men, but known to most of the Haidas, 7) 
may serve to show the childish nature of their mystery performances. 
An Indian fasting, shoots a raven, quickly singes it in the fire,and 7| 
then going to the edge of the sea, sweeps it four times on the surface 
in the direction in which the wind is desired. He then throws it 
behind him, but afterwards picking it up, sets it in a sitting posture ; 
at the foot of a spruce tree, facing toward the required wind. Prop- 
ping its beak open with a stick, he then requests a fair wind for a 
certain number of days, and going away lies down and covers himself 
up with his blanket, till a second Indian asks him for how many days 
-he has required the wind, to which question he answers. 
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There are among the neighbouring Tshimsians four ‘religions,’ or Religions 
systems of rites of a religious character. These have no relation to arone thers 
the totems, but divide the tribe on different lines. They are known as | 

_ (1) Sim-ha-lait, (2) Mi-hla, (3) Noo-hlem, (4) Hop-pop. The first is the 
simplest and seems to have no very distinctive rites. The central figure 

_ of the worship of the second was at Fort Simpson a little black image 

_ with long hair known as “the only one above.” The third are “dog- Rites and 

eaters,” a portion of their rite consisting in killing and cutting, or tear- as 

ing to pieces, dogs, and eating the fiesh. They eat in reality, however, 

as little of the flesh as they can, quietly disposing of the bulk of it when 

out of sight. The hop-pop or “cannibals” are those who, in a state of 

_ real or pretended frenzy, bite flesh out of the extended arms of the 

3 people of the villae as a part of their rite. When they issue forth for 

i _ this purpose they utter cries like hop-pop—whence their name. On this 

vs sound being heard all but those of the same religion get out of the way 

_ if they can, frequently pushing off in canoes for this purpose. Those of 

the same creed, and brave, resolutely extend their arms to be bitten. 

A man may belong to more than one religion, and is in some cases 

even forced to become initiated into a second. If, for instance, one 

_ should pass where dog-eaters are holding a solemn conclave, he may 

be seized and initiated as a dog-eater nolens volens. Great hardships 

are sometimes endured during initiation. The more savage religions Deception, 

_ pretend to mysterious supernatural powers, and go to great pains pt as 

sometimes to delude the common people, or those of other creeds. At 

Fort Simpson, for instance, a young chief was on one occasion care- 

fully buried in the ground beforehand. When discovered the opera- 

tors were pulling at a rope, and were supposed to be drawing the chief 

underground from the back of an island some way off. The rope after 

a time breaking, great apparent excitement occurs among the opera- 

tors, who say the chief is now lost, but catching sticks begin to dig in 

the ground, and soon unearth him to the great amazement of the 

vulgar. In this case, however, the cold and cramped attitude so 

affected the chief that he was lame for life. They instil the truth of 

such stories especially in the minds of the young, who firmly believe 

inthem. At Fort Simpson, in former days, they have even got up 

such things as an artificial whale, in some way formed on a canoe. 

This appeared suddenly on the bay, seemingly swimming along, with 

a little child on its back. 


Potlatch or distribution of property. 
The distribution of property, or potlatch as it is called in the Custom idee 
Chinook jargon (Haida, kie-is-hil), implying, as it appears at first sight, ; 
such entire self-abnegation and disregard of the value of slowly accu- 
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mulated wealth, requires some explanation. The custom thus named 
is very widely spread, extending not only to all the coast tribes of 
British Columbia and its adjacent islands, but also to the native inhab- 
itants of the interior of the Province, of entirely different stocks. LI 
have been able to ascertain more about this custom among the Haidas 
than elsewhere. Whether in all the other tribes it is so perfectly sys- 
tematized, or carried out precisely in the same way, it is impossible at 
present to tell, but among the inhabitants of at least the whole 
northern part of the coast the usage appears to vary very little. 

Method of diss The potlatch besides being a means of combining labour for an 

tribution of 2 : 4 - at lee ote : 

property. industrial ‘bee,’ for purposes in which individual effort is insufficient, 
is also a method of acquiring influence in the tribe, and in some cases, 
as we have seen, of attaining even to the chieftaincy. The more 
frequently and liberally an individual thus distributes property, the 
more important he becomes in the eyes of his tribe, and the more is 
owing to him when some other member performs the same ceremony. 
Only in certain special circumstances are the blankets—which gene- 
rally constitute the greater part of the property distributed—torn into 
shreds and destroyed. In most cases it is known long beforehand that 
a certain man is about to make a distribution, for the purpose of 
raising a house, cutting out and erecting a new carved post, or other 
exertion. Some months previously, among the Haidas, he quietly 
distributes among his friends and the principal members of the tribe 
his property, be itin blankets or money. The mode of distribution 
and value of property given to each person is thoroughly systematised, 
and all the members of the tribe know beforehand how many blankets 
go to each. A short time before the ceremony all this property is 
returned with interest ; a man who has received four blankets, giving 
back six, or some larger number in something like this ratio. This 
retention ef a certain amount of the property and its return with 
increase, appears to be looked upon as an honour by those to whom it 
is given out. The members of the tribe are then called together for a _ 
certain date, and at the same time parties from other, and perhaps 
distant, villages are invited. The work in hand is accomplished, the | 
man for whom it is done making feasts of the best he has for his guests, | 
and the toil being varied by dancing and gambling with the gaming- 
sticks, which occupy all the time not more profitably employed. The 


work finished, the distribution takes place, and shortly afterwards all 
disperse. 


whieh ponte It is usual to make a potlatch on the occasion of tattooing a 


e child, and at other stages in its advance toward manhood. When it is 
desired to show an utter disregard of worldly wealth, the blankets are 
torn into strips and scattered among the crowd, and money is also 
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strewn broadcast. This procedure is sometimes followed in competi- 
tions for the chieftaincy, already referred to. A similar practice is 
also a method of showing rage or grief. At Masset, lately, it became 
_-known to a father that a young man had made improper advances to 
his daughter. The father immediately, in great anger, tore up twenty Fault atoned 
blankets, which not only served as an outlet for his feelings, but ’”” 
placed the young man under the necessity of destroying a similar 
number of blankets; and in this case, not being possessed of suthicient 
property, those of the young man’s totem-clan had to furnish by 
subscription the requisite number, or leave upon themselves a lasting 
disgrace. The feelings of the subscribers were not naturally of the 
kindest toward the young man, but they did not in this case turn him 
‘out of the tribe, as they had a right to do after having atoned for his 
fault. 

Among the Tshimsians an ordinary man confines his potlatch or yak Distribution 
to those of his own village, while a chief generally, or often, invites Resa 
people from other villages also. The chief may be assisted in giving 
potlatches by his people. Should he desire help of this kind, he gives 
a feast with many different dishes, to which all are invited. The next 
day a drum is beaten for him by his jester in a peculiar manner, when 

- all who have been at the feast come together with gifts, which are 
afterwards, with those belonging to the chief himself, given away. 


Dancing ceremonies. 


The dance is closely connected with the potlatch ceremonies, but also 
takes place in some instances without the occasion of a giving away of 
property. In most of the dances the Tshimsian language is used in the 

~ song, which would appear to indicate that the ceremonial has been 
borrowed from these people. Notwithstanding the old-time hostility 
of the Haidas and Tshimsians, the former profess a great liking for the 
‘Tshimsian language, and many of them speak it fluently. 

Six kinds of dancing ceremonies are distinguished, and are desig- Six varieties. 

nated in the Skidegate dialect by the following names :—(1) Ska-ga, 
(2) Ska-dul, (3) Kvwai-o-guns-o-lung, (4) Ka-ta-ka-gun, (5) Ska-rut, (6) 
 Hi-atl. Of these I have only witnessed No. 3, the description of the 
others being at second-hand from the intelligent Skidegate Indian 
already more than once referred to. 
1. Ska-ga is performed on occasions of joy, as when friendly Indians Ska-ga. 
arrive at a village in their canoes, and it is desired to manifest pleasure. 
- Acchief performs this dance. He takes his stand in the house at the 
side of the central fire furthest from the door. He should wear over 
his shoulders one of the na-xin or Tshimsian blankets, made of fine 
cedar-bark and the wool of the mountain goat. He wears, besides, the 
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best clothes he may happen to have, and on his head an ornament 
made of the stout bristles from the whiskers of the sea-lion. These are 
set upright in a circle, and between them feather-down is heaped, 
which as he moves is scattered on all sides, filling the air and covering 
the spectators. He dances in the usual slouching way common among 
the Indians, bending his knees, but not lifting his feet far from the 
ground, The people, sitting around in the fire-light, all sing, and tho 
drum is continually beaten. This dance may last half an hour or an 


hour. 
Ska-dul and 2. The dance distinguished as Ska-dul, appears to be merely the 
wal-0-guns-0- ° . . 
lung. beginning of that known as (3) Kwai-o-guns-o-lung. Any man who 


knows the mode of singing starts the dance alone, when it is called 
Ska-dul, soon others join in, and it becomes No. 3. This is performed by 
no particular number of people, the more the better, and occurs only 
when a man desires shortly to make a house. The man himself does 
not dance, nor does any giving away of property take place. The 
women occupy a prominent place in this dance, being carefully dressed 
with the little marks and na-xin or cloaks previously described. One 
man performs on a drum or tamborine to which all sing, or grunt in 
time, shuffling about with a jerky motion as they do so. There is a 
master of the ceremonics who leads off the chorus. Rattles are 
freely used. The song is in praise of the man who intends to build, 
and also of the dancers. It eulogises his strength, riches, and so on, 
and is in the Tshimsian language. 

Ka-ta-ka-gun. 4. Ka-ta-ka-gun. This is performed by the male relatives of a man’s 
wife, and takes place when a house has been finished, the owner at the 
same time making a distribution of property. The dancers are attired 
in their best, ornamented, and with faces painted, but no birds’-down 
is used. It is performed inthe newly finished house, and may occupy 
half an hour or an hour. The man who makes the distribution does 
not dance. All sing in the Tshimsian language. 

Ske rat 5. Ska-rut. One man performs this dance, but is generally or always 
paid to do the duty for the person more immediately concerned. It 
takes place some days before a distribution of proper casi 
of such an event as the tattooing of a child = at. 
friend. The dance is performed by a single man, naked with the 
exception of his breech-cloth. In the first part of the dance, which 
appears to be intended to simulate a sort of possession or fone one of 

xa, which Hoy armed, Dhawan ote eas a 
lutely necessary but isa ue of ates ay i he ata ey 
heated in the Mets he throws the ne I a 
dog he can find ie him, and teari ; mes aed aoe ity 

2 , vcr earing pieces of his flesh eats them. 


La eae ee a 


= 


QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS. 129 B 


This dance is not performed in the house as the others are, but at large 
through the village. The usual present tariff for the performance 
of the ceremony is about ten blankets. On enquiring what the 
feelings of the man might be whose dog was devoured, I found that 
* afterwards the dog is appraised and paid for to the satisfaction of 
all parties. This is characteristic of the manner in which, among 
the Haidas themselves, the principle of nothing for nothing is strictly 
carried out. 

6. Hi-atl. This dance is very frequently indulged in, and is on occa- Hi-atl. 
sion of any joyful event, as the arrival of visitors, &c. It is performed 
by several or many men, who wear feathers in their hair and paint 
their faces. The Haida language is used in the song. No distribution 
of property happens, except in the case of the dance being to denote 
the conclusion of mourning for a dead friend. In this instance a 
potlatch occurs by the former mourner, who: invites his friends 
together to dance with him. 

Gambling is as common with the Haidas as among most other tribes, Gambling. 
which means that it is the most popular and constantly practised of all 
their amusements. The gambler frequently loses his entire property, 
continuing the play till he has nothing whatever to stake. The game 
generally played I have not been able to understand clearly. It is the 
same with that of most of the coast tribes, and not dissimilar from 
gambling games played by the natives from the Pacifie coast to Lake 
Superior. Sitting on the ground in a circle, in the centre of which a 
clean cedar mat is spread, cach man produces his bundle of neatly 
smoothed sticks, the values of which are known by the markings upon 
them. ‘They are shuffled together in soft teased cedar bark, and 
drawn out by chance. 


Social customs. 


Some points connected with the social relations of the Haidas have 
already been touched upon, others may be noted here. 

A man wishing to marry, informs his mother on what girl his heart Marriage. 
is fixed, and she, going to the mother of the beloved one (sweetheart 
or ka-ta-dha), endeavours to arrange the match. An understanding 
having been arrived at, the man, when ready, invites his friends to 
accompany him, and going together to the house of the girl’s parents, 
they enter, and sit down around the fire, beside which the girl and her 
friends also are. The young man’s friends then speak in his favour, 
recommending him to the father of the girl, and praising his good 
qualities. When the talk is finished, the girl rises, and going to 
where her would-be husband is, sits down beside him and takes his 
hand. The ceremony is then complete, and the father of the girl gives 

9 


Polygamy. 


Training of 
girls. 


130 B GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA. 


various articles of property to her, constituting her dowry. She is led 
away by her husband, but after a time returns on a visit to her parents, 
bringing presents, generally of food, from her husband. 

Marriage is contracted early. Polygamy is practised, but not 
extensively ; it was formerly more usual, but was always mainly or 
entirely confined to recognised chiefs. I could hear of but a single 
instance in which a man yet has two wives. This case is at Skidegate. 
Three or four wives were not uncommon with a chief in former days, 
and it was told to me as a tradition by a Haida that a Tshimsian chief 
at one time had ten wives. As the women do not contribute materially 
to the support of the family, attending only to the accessory duties of 
curing and preserving the fish, it is probably difficult for a .man to 
maintain many wives. The women appear to be well treated on the 
whole, are by no means looked upon as mere servants, and have @ 
voice in most matters in which the men engage. Children are 
desired, and treated as well as the mode of life and knowledge of the 
Haida admits. Very few children are now, however, seen about some 
of the villages, the women resorting to Victoria for purposes of 
prostitution. Their husbands, be it said to their shame, frequently 
accompany them, and live on their ill-gotten gains. It is said that in 
the early days of their contact with the whites, the Haidas were 
distinguished by good morals. If so, they differed from most of the 
coast tribes, among whom great laxity has always prevailed. Female 
chastity is certainly not now prized. 

When a girl is about to reach maturity she must attend to various 
ceremonies, and pass through certain ordeals. It was the custom that 
she should wear a peculiar cloak or hood at that time for several 
months, or even half a year. This was made of woven cedar-bark, 
nearly conical in shape, and. reached down below the breast, though 
open before the face. It was, I believe, called Ay-xe. The face was 
painted with the powdered fungus already alluded to, and fasting more 
or less severe was practised. It was also customary to screen off a | 
corner of the lodge and give the girl a separate fire, and allow her to: 
go out and in by a separate door at the back of the house. This was | 

| 


connected with an idea of ceremonial uncleanness. Did she require to — 
pass out by the front door, it was necessary first to remove all thearms __ 
and various other things. In meeting men, the face was to be quickly ; 
covered with a corner of the blanket. These or other similar customs 
were also in vogue among the Tshimsians, whose practices so closely 
resemble the Haidas in most respects. Among these people great care 
was taken to teach the girls submission, contentment, and industry. 
At certain times they were not allowed to lie down to sleep, but if 
overcome with drowsiness must prop themselves in a sitting posture 
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between boxes. Before drinking, the cup must be turned round four 

times in the direction of movement of the sun. It was also usual for 

the mother to save all hairs combed out of the head of the girl, and 
_ twist them into cords, which were then tightly tied round the waist 
~* and ankles, and left there till they fell to pieces of themselves. This 
was supposed to give a fine shape to the body. Im eating, the girl 
must always sit down, to prevent a too great corpulence. If orphaned 
the various ceremonies must be again performed by the girl, even 
though already all attended to. 

Among the Tshimsians peculiar ceremonies exist in connection with Tshimsian 
the ‘bringing out’ of young men and women, and it is an occasion of oe at 
public feasting. In the case of a young woman, the people being all 
collected, a curtain is raised, and she is seen sitting with her back to 
the spectators, peculiarly dressed, and surrounded by a circle of 
upright ‘coppers,’ if enough can be mustered. She then begins to 
sing, or, if she does not, an old woman begins to sing near her, and 
she becoming encouraged joins. The old woman then gradually drops 
her voice till the novice is singing alone. She then eventually makes 
adance before all the people. The songs and dances are practised 
before the time for the rite arrives. Similar customs probably exist 
among the Haidas, though I did not learn any details concerning 
them. 

With the Haidas a first-born son may be called by the name of the Naming’a son. 
- mother’s eldest brother, the second-born after the mother’s second bro- 
ther, or by one of the additional names of the first. Should the mother 
have no brother, the name of some dead friend is chosen, or in cases 
where the medicine-man reveals the return of some one formerly dead 
in the new-born child, the name of the person supposed to be thus 
 yeturning to the tribe takes precedence of all others, A chief’s son is 
named by its mother after consultation with a medicine-man, whom she 
_ pays. He takes a night to think, and mayhap dream, about it. There- 
after he gives the name of a deceased male relative on the mother’s 
side, which is adopted. The ceremony of naming is witnessed by Stages in ad- 

.7, vance to man- 
many, and presents are given. A sister of the father’s holds the child hood. 
when named, and becomes its ‘ godmother’ afterwards. For this she 
receives presents from the father, and from the boy himself when 
grown up if she has used him well. The next ceremony is that of 

piercing the lobes of the ears and septum of the nose, when gifts are 
again distributed, the godmother-aunt coming in for a good share. 
Four times in alla youth changes his name, always taking one from 
his mother’s family. A potlatch and tattooing of the youth takes 
place on each occasion except the first, when the latter is omitted. 
‘Also a house-building bee. On the last of these occasions the young 
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man is aided by his mother’s people, makes the potlatch from his own 
house and in his own last-adopted name. Dancing and singing are in 
order at all potlatches. The first house-building is called tux-kuxo. 
The second ki-au-ni-gexa. The third xashl. The fourth tlo-xo-kis-til. 

Slavery is intimately interwoven with the social system of the 
Haidas, as with that of most of the tribes of the coast. Slaves were 
formerly common among them, expeditions being undertaken—espe- 
cially northward to the country about Sitka, where the totems are 
different—for the special purposes of securing slaves. The intertribal 
wars along the coast have now ceased, however, and such piratical 
expeditions have also been abandoned owing to the wholesome dread 
of gunboats. Slaves, in consequence, are becoming scarce, and the 
custom is dying away. Aslave is called e/aidi in the Haida language. 
They appear to have been formerly under the absolute rule of their 
respective masters, and were sometimes cruelly treated. In some 
cases a slave has been killed to bury beneath the corner post of a new 
house. They are veritable hewers of wood and drawers of water. 
They can be sold, and are supposed at the present time to be worth 
about two hundred blankets each, the price having risen owing to their 
scarcity. Children born of slaves are also slaves. 

One slave still remains mong the Gold Harbour Haidas. There 
are none at Skidegate or other of the southern villages, but a consid- 
erable number at Masset and the northern villages. Slaves sometimes 
regain their freedom by running away, but should they return to their 
native place are generally so much despised that their lives are rendered 
miserable. 

When a man falls sick it devolves upon his brother to call in the 
medicine-man, and also to invite the friends to the house of sickness, 
and provide them with tobacco to smoke. The house is thus generally 
full of sympathising Indians, with smoke, and the noise of the 
medicine-man’s performances. Should the sick man die, the body is 
generally enclosed in a sitting posture in a nearly square cedar box, 
which is made for the purpose by all the Indians conjointly ; or, if 
they do not wish to make it, they subscribe to purchase from some 
one of their number a suitable box. The coffin-box being the same in 
shape as those used for ordinary domestic purposes, there is generally 
no difficulty in securing one. In either case the brother, or other 
near relative of the deceased, makes a potlatch, or distribution of 
property, to repay the others for their labour or expense. 

Ifa man of ordinary reputation only, dies, his body (¢/-k6-da) is put 
at once into the coffin-box (sa-tling-un), and is then stored away in the 
tomb-house (sa-tling-un-nai), which is generally a little, covered shed 


a amt 


behind the house, or in the immediate neighbourhood of the village. 
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This tomb is also made by the combined labour of the men of the 
village and paid for in the same way as in the case of the coffin-box. 
_ Init may be placed but a single body, or two or more—those of rela- 
-tives. Should the dead have been a man of great importance, or 4 Burialcustoms 
chief, the box containing the body is placed in the house inhabited 
during life, the other occupants finding quarters elsewhere as best 
they can. The clothes and other articles of property of the dead man 
are arranged about him, and he sits in state thus for perhaps a year, 
no one removing any of the things. Indians from another village, 
however, may come to see the body, and do so. The body once 
consigned to the tomb-house is now left there, but it was formerly the 
custom in the case of chiefs to open the tomb from time to time and 
provide the body with fresh blankets or robes. This is said never to 
have been done to the bodies of the less important members of the 
tribe, and to have been long in disuse; it is a common practice among 
the Salish Indians of the interior of British Columbia. Both among 
the Haidas and Tshimsians the dead were also formerly burnt as an 
occasional or not unfrequent practice. In this case the ashes were 
collected and put ina box. This is never now done, but numerous 
instances oceurred in the last generation. 
j After the body has been entombed it becomes necessary sooner Or Monumental 
later, if the deceased has been a person of any importance in the tribe, °°" 
to erect a carved post. The Indians again collect for this purpose, 
and are repaid by a distribution of property, made by the brother of 
the deceased or other relative to whom his estate has come down as 
next in order of descent. The post erected, though sometimes equally 
ponderous with the carved posts of the houses, is not generally 
so elaborate. In many cases it consists of a plain upright, tapering 
slightly towards the lower end, or that inserted in the ground, 
while the upper bears a broad board, on which some design is carved 
or painted, or any ‘coppers’ formerly belonging to the dead man 
are attached. 
The custom of placing the bodies of the dead in canoes, which may 
either rest on the ground or be fixed in a tree, does not obtain among 
the Haidas, nor did I see any instance of the use of trees as receptacles 
of coffin-boxes, as practised among several other tribes of the coast. 
The brother of the deceased inherits his property, or should there tnheritance. 
be no brother, a nephew, or the sister, or, failing all these, the mother. 
Occasionally some distant male relative may be adopted as & new son 
by the mother, and be made heir to the property. The wife may in 
some cases get a small share. As soon as the body has been enclosed 
in the coffin-box, and not before, the brother or other heir takes 
possession, When it can be amicably arranged, he also inherits the 
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wife of the dead man, but should he be already married, the nephew 
or other relative on whom the succession would next devolve is 
supposed to marry the relict. Should there be no relative to marry 
her, she may be married again to any other man. 

A single system of totems (Haida, kwalla) extends throughout the 
different tribes of the Haidas, Kaiganes, Tshimsians and neighbouring 
peoples. The whole community is divided under the different totems, 
and the obligations attaching to totem are not confined by tribal or 
national limits. The totems found among these peoples are designated 
by the eagle, wolf, crow, black bear.and fin-whale (or killer). The 
two last-named are united, so that but four clans are counted in all. 
The Haida names for these are, in order, koot, koo-ji, kit-si-naka and 
sxa-nu-xa. The members of the different totems are generally pretty 
equally distributed in each tribe. Those of the same totem are all 
counted as it were of one family, and the chief bearing of the system 
appears to be on marriage. Noone may marry in his or her own 
totem, whether within or without their own tribe or nation, A 
person of any particular totem may, however, marry one of any other 
indifferently. The children follow the totem of the mother, save in 
some very exceptional cases, when a child newly born may be given 
to the father’s sister to suckle. This is done to strengthen the totem 
of the father when its number has become reduced. The child is then 
spoken of as belonging to the aunt, but after it attains a certain age 
may be returned to the real mother to bring up. 

An Indian on arriving at a strange village, where he may apprehend 
hostility, would look for a house indicated by its carved post as 


‘belonging to his totem, and make for it. The master of the house 


coming out, may if he likes make a dance in honour of his visitor, but 
in any case protects him from all injury. In the same way, should an 
Indian be captured as a slave by some warlike expedition, and brought 
into the village of his captors, it behoves any one of his totem, either 
man or woman, to present themselves to the captors, and singing a 
certain sacred song, offer to redeem the captive. Blankets and other 
property are given for this purpose. Should the slave be given up, 
the redeemer sends him back to his tribe, and the relatives pay the 
redeemer for what he has expended. Should the captors refuse to 
give up the slave for the property offered, it is considered rather 
disgraceful to them, This at least .is the custom pursued in regard to 
captives included in the same totem system as themselves by the 
Tshimsians, and it is doubtless identical or very similar among the 
Haidas, though no special information on this subject was obtained 
from them. 


Tattooing, as already mentioned, is universal among the Haidas, 
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the legs, arms and breasts being generally thus ornamented. Among 
the Tshimsians it is occasionally practised, The design is in all cases 
the totem-crest of the bearer. 


The strictness of the custom of payment for privileges granted, and 
repayment for losses or injuries sustained, almost necessitated the 
definition of a currency of some kind. Among most of the coast tribes Currency, 
the dentalium shell was prized, but not so much as a means of exchange Shells. 
among themselves as for barter with the Indians of the interior. By 
the Haidas the dentalium is called kwo-tsing, but as these people were 
by their position debarred from the trade with the interior, it was 
probably never of so great value with them. It is still sometimes 
worn in ornaments, but has disappeared as a medium of exchange. 


Another article of purely conventional value, 

and serving as money, is the ‘copper.’ This is * Coppers.” 
piece of native metal beaten out into a flat sheet, 
and made to take the form illustrated in the 
margin. These are not made by the Haidas,— 
nor indeed is the native metal known to exist 
in the islands,—but are imported as articles of 
great worth from the Chil-kat country, north 
of Sitka. Much attention is paid to the size 
Length, about 18 inches and make of the copper, which should be of 
or2 feet. — uniform but not too great thickness, and give 
forth a good sound when struck with the hand. 


At the present time spurious coppers have come into circulation, and 
though these are easily detected by an expert, the value of the copper. 
has become somewhat reduced, and is often more nominal than real. 
Formerly ten slaves were paid for a good copper, as a usual price, now 
they are valued at from forty to eighty blankets. 

The blanket is now, however, the recognised currency, not only Blankets 
among the Haidas, but generally along the coast. It takes the place 
of the beaver-skin currency of the interior of British Columbia and the 
North-west Territory. The blankets used in trade are distinguished by 
points, or marks on the edge, woven into their texture, the best being 
four-point, the smallest and poorest one-point. The acknowledged 
unit of value is a single two-and-a-half-point blanket, now worth a 
little over $1.50. Everything is referred to this unit, even a large 
four-point blanket is said to be worth so many blankets. The Hudson 
Bay Company, at their posts, and other traders, not infrequently buy 
in blankets, taking them—when in good condition—from the Indians 
as money, and selling them out again as required, — 

Blankets are carefully stowed away in large boxes, neatly folded. 
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A man of property may have several hundred. The practice of 
amassing wealth in blankets, no doubt had its origin in an earlier 
one of accumulating the sea-otter and fur-seal robes, which stood in 
the place of blankets in former days. This may help to explain the 
rich harvest of these skins which the first traders to the Queen 
Charlotte Islands gathered. 

Besides the payments already mentioned, as exacted from a stranger 
wishing to fish or gather berries in the territory of another, the 
Tshimsian Indians, who sometimes resort to the southern end of 
the islands to hunt the sea-otter, are forced to pay the neighbouring 
tribe for the privilege, though the chase is carried on on the open sea. 
Certain men, too, supposed to be specially skilled in various kinds of 
work, are regularly paid for their services. This is expressly the case 
with workers in wood and those competent to carve and paint the 
peculiar posts. 

Oolachen grease, bought from the Tshimsians, is paid for in blankets, 
while a return trade in canoes—in the making of which the Haidas 
excel—is conducted on the same basis. 

While at Cumshewa Inlet, we witnessed the arrival of some T'shim- 
sian Indians who had come in canoes loaded with oolachen grease, 
hoping to sell it to the Haidas. Veritable merchants, ready if they 
find no market here, to go on to the next village. The sky was just 
losing the glow of sunset when the two canoes were seen coming round 
the point. The Haidas, looking attentively at them, pronounced them 
Tshimsians, and proved to be correct. The greater number of the 
occupants of the canoes were women, all fairly well dressed, and 
wearing clean blankets to make a good appearance on their arrival 
among strangers. The faces of some of them, covered with a nearly 
black coat of gum and grease, had a wild aspect, which was rendered 
rather comical, however, by the various and inappropriate nature of 
the hats and caps—all of civilized patterns—which they wore. Each 
of the canoes has a couple of masts, to which the light sails are now 
tightly clewed up, but from the foremost canoe floats a wide strip of 
red bunting. The paddles are dipped with a slow, monotonous persis- 
tency indicative of the close of a long day’s work, and they tell us they 
have only slept twice since leaving Kit-katla. Arrived at the beach 
opposite the Haida village, the canoes are stranded, and the vil lagers 
crowd round to render assistance. The bark boxes holding the 
precious grease are carefully set in the water, beside the canoes. 
Kettles, mats, paddles and all the varied articles of the travelling 


outfit are carried ashore. The canoes are hauled up by united exer-. 


tion, the boxes of grease carefully carried beyond high-water mark, 
and eovered with brush; and in half an hour, the travellers, distributed 
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among the houses of the village, are found at their evening meal. 
Business does not seem to occupy their attention; they will remain 
here several days to talk about that. 


Arts and Architecture. 


Under this special heading a few points may be taken up, some of 
which have already been incidentally referred to in general terms. 
The primitive sea-otter or seal skin cloak of the Haidas has already 
been described in extracts quoted from old authors, together with the 
dressed skin undershirt (p. 106, B), while of the armour of skin and split 
sticks little can now be learnt. The nayin, or dancing shawls made by Dancing 
the Tshimsians, so much prized, and have been described, and the bana 
 head-dress worn at the same time with the nayin mentioned. This 
 eonsists essentially of a small, nearly flat mask (one in my possession 
is 6 inches long by 52 wide, and is represented in Fig. 4), fixed to an 
- erection of cedar bark, feathers, &c., in such a manner as to stand 
erect above the forehead of the woman. At the back depends a train, 
which may be made of cloth, but should have ermine skins sewn on 
it. These masks are frequently well carved to represent a human 
face not unpleasant in expression, and have the teeth and eyes formed 
’ of inlaid Haliotis shell. 
~ On ordinary occasions a head-covering is usually dispensed with, Basket-work 
- unless it be some old hat of European style. The women, never- 
- theless, make, and occasionly wear, the peculiar basket-work hats 
common on the coast. These have the form of arather obtuse cone, 
of which the sides are hollowed and the apex truncated. They are 
- generally ornamented by painting in black, blue or red, in the 
conventional style common among these people. The feet are almost 
_ invariably bare. 
Leggins ornamented with puffin beaks have been referred tO AS Ornaments of 
occasionally adopted as a part of the dancing costume. A species of pet 
castinet or rattle (one of which is represented in Fig. 25,) is also made 
from these for use in dancing. Each beak is threaded to a thin strip 
of sinew, and they are then attached at short intervals to the circum- 
ference of each of a couple of thin wooden hoops, the diameter of the 
larger of which may be 8 or 9 inches; of the smaller a little less. A 
cross-bar connects the two hoops, and being held in the hand, a slight 
motion in rotation being imparted by the wrist, causes the dry, horny 
beaks to rattle together. 
4 Masks are to be found in considerable numbers in all the villages, Masks. 
and though I could hear that they were employed in a single dance 
only, it is probable that there may be other occasions for their use. 
The masks may be divided into two classes—the first, those which 
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represent human faces, the second those representing birds. Figures 
1, 2 and 3 represent the first class, Fig. 5 the second. They are carved 
in wood. Those of the first class are usually large enough amply to 
cover the face. In some cases they are very neatly made, generally 
to represent an ordinary Indian type of face without any grotesque 
idea. The relief of the work is generally a little lower than in nature. 
Straps of leather, fastened to the sides of the mask, are provided to 
go round the head of the wearer, or a small loop of cedar-bark string 
is fixed in the hollow side of the mask, to be grasped by the teeth. 
The top of the forehead is usually fringed with down, hair or feathers. 
The eyes are pierced to enable the wearer to look out, and the mouth 
is also often cut through, though sometimes solid, and representing 
teeth. Grotesque masks are also made in this style, but none were 
observed to have a smiling or humourous expression. The painting 
of the masks is, according to taste, in bars and lines, or the peculiar 
curved lines with eye-like ovals found so frequently in the designs 
of the coast Indians. The painting of the two sides of the face is 
rarely symmetrical, a circumstance not arising from any want of 
skill, but intentionally brought about. Of the second class of masks, 
representing birds, there are various kinds. One obtained at the Klue 
Village had a beak five or six feet long projecting from the centre 
of a mask not much unlike those above described. The beak was 
painted red, and the whole evidently intended to represent the oyster- 
catcher common on the coast. Another mask represents the head of a 
puffin, (Fig. 5) and is very well modelled. It is too small within, 
however, to allow the head to enter, and must have been worn fixed 
to the top of the head. 

Rattles are also used chiefly in dancing. These are of two principal 
types. First and most usual are plain spheroidal or oval rattles, gene- 
rally considerably flattened in shape. They are carved in wood with 
great neatness, the wood being sometimes reduced to a uniform and 
very small thickness throughout. Each is made in two pieces, which 
are fixed together generally by small threads of sinew passed through 
holes in their edges. Small round pebbles from the beach are placed 
within. The representation of a human face, which may be plain or 
coloured, according to the maker's taste, is generally found on each 
side of these rattles, though some are almost entirely plain. Rattles 
of this sort are represented in figures 16 and 17. The second species 
of rattle is much more elaborate in form, is highly prized, and appar- 
ently used only by persons of some distinction. These are made in 
the form of a bird, the handle being in a position corresponding with 
the bird’s tail. Accessory carving of a very elaborate character is 
sometimes found on these rattles, which can scarcely be described at 
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length here, but is shown in Fig. 26. They are generally carefully 
painted with red, blue and other colours, Rattles in other forms are 
also found; one was seen to resemble a killer whale, with a greatly 
exaggerated back fin. (Fig. 19.) 

A carved stick is sometimes held in the hand in dancing, and struck Baton. 
upon the floor in time with the motion of the feet. Several of those 
which I have seen are about five feet in length, and are carved much 
in the style of the posts which are set up in front of the houses. 
Figures of men and conventionalized representations of animals appear 
to be seated one above another up the length of the stick. 

A small apparatus held in the mouth to produce a peculiar noise 
when dancing, has been mentioned in connection with that custom on 
a former page. One which I obtained consisted of a wooden tube 
roughly oval in section, three-quarters of an inch in greatest width, 
with a length of an inch and a quarter. This is composed of two Vibrating 
pieces tied together with a strip of bark, and within it are placed two Tate 
vibrating pieces, each composed of two flat pieces of wood or reed tied 
together. In a box in one of the old houses in Parry Passage several 
such cells were found fitted in trumpet-shaped tubes about a foot in 

_ length made of cedar wood, each being composed of two pieces. 

t- In describing the performance of the medicine-men (p. 123 B.) a Medicine- 
peculiar charm, or implement by which the departing soul may be Ae 
caught and perhaps replaced, was referred to. This is made from a 

_ piece of bone, which from its size and general shape might be part of 
a human femur, but may possibly be that of a bear. This bone is 
pared down so as to have an almost perfectly symmetrical form, the 
ends being somewhat more expanded than the middle. A human face, 
often grotesque, ornaments the centre of one side, the remainder 
of a human figure being sometimes carved so as to extend round over 
the back in a more or less cramped attitude. The ends are slit, the 
slit in each instance passing through both sides of the bone, and repre- 
senting the mouth of a creature the eyes and nostrils of which are 
rudely indicated in a conventional manner above. The upper side of 

the bone is pierced by a couple of holes for its suspension over the 

breast by a string which passes round the neck. A few small holes, 
probably for the attachment of tassels or other little ornaments are some- 
times made in the lower side. Some examples are neatly inlaid with 
fragments of haliotis shell. The dimensions of two good specimens 

are, No. 1—Length 6% inches; vertical diameter in centre, 1 inch, 

horizontal diameter, % inch; vertical diameter at ends, 1} inch; hori- 

zontal diameter at one end, 1 inch, at the other, Zinch; depth of slit 

_ at ends, 14; inches. No. 2—the dimensions in the same order, 74} 

mei: $; 18; 13:2; 44 inches. The first of these is that represented in 

figure 28. 
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Bone pins, more or less carefully carved, are used by the medicine- 
men to secure the knot into which they tie up their hair; and pieces 
of bone carved to represent whales, birds, human figures, or combina- 
tions of these are not unfrequently found, though now seldom worn. 
They served formerly for ornaments, some of the smaller being proba- 
bly ear-rings. 

A peculiar and very ingenious speaking doll was obtained at Skide- 
gate. This did not seem to be a mere toy, but was looked upon as a 
thing of worth, and had previously been used, in all probability, as an 
impressive mystery. It consisted of a small wooden head, 33 inches 
high by 24 inches wide and 2 inches deep from back to front, composed 
of two pieces of wood hollowed till quite thin, and the front one carved 
to represent a grotesque face, with a large round open mouth with 
projecting lips. The two wooden pieces had then been neatly joined, 
a narrow slit only remaining within the neck, and serving for the 
passage of air, which then impinging on a sharp edge at the back 
of the cavity representing the mouth, makes a hollow whistling sound. 
To the neck is tied the orifice of a bladder, which is filled with some 
loose elastic substance, probably coarse grass or bark. On squeezing 
the bladder sharply in the hand a note is produced, and on relaxing 
the pressure the air runs back silently, enabling the sound to be made 
as frequently as desired. 

Most of the ordinary household utensils are made of wood, or rather 
it may be said were so made, for at the present day tin and cheap 
earthenware dishes are rapidly superseding those of native manufac- 
ture. Several distinct types of wooden dishes may be distinguished, and 
these appear to have been followed by the maker with little variation 
except in the detail of ornamentation. One form, used to hold berries 
and other food, is a tray of oblong outline, the length being about one 
and one-third times the width, and the depth comparatively small. 
These are cut out of solid wood, the edge being slightly undercut 
within, and the bottom within rounded though externally angular. 
The outer ends are generally the sides occasionally ornamented by 
incised carving or painting. The edge is frequently, in the better 
examples, set with a row of the strong, calcareous opercula of Pachy- 
poma gibberosum. These trays are often ten feet or more in length 
(Fig. 31). Another very favourite form (represented in Fig. 20) may 
be said to be boat-shaped, the hollow of the dish being oval in outline, 
but provided at the ends with prow-like wooden projections which serve 
as handles. One of these is generally carved to represent the head of 
an animal, the other the tail and hind legs. These dishes are seldom 
more than eight or ten inches in length, and curve upwards from the 
middle toward the ends. Another form is oblong in outline, but nearly, 
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as deep as wide. Seldom more than about fifteen inches in length. The 

bottom in the larger of these vessels is frequently a separate flat piece 

of wood neatly joined. One end of many of these dishes is carved to 
_ represent the head of a beaver or other animal, while the other carries 
"a representation of the legs and tail (Figs. 30 and 32). Other carvings 
may ornament the sides. This form is sometimes varied in the smaller 
sizes by making the vertical profile of the longer edges correspond toa 
graceful curve instead of keeping to one plane. Another modification 
of this type is found in a dish to one end of which a broad, flat expan- 
sion carved to represent the tail of a bird is fixed, while the head 
projects from the opposite end. The bird is represented as lying on 
its back when the dish is in its proper position, the hollow being made 
apparently in the bird’s breast. One of these is represented in Fig. 33. 
_ Very large dishes are still oocasionally, and were formerly frequently Large wooden 
' made for use, in feasts given by chiefs, &c. One of these had a general oud 
form like that of the first described kind of dish, but was nearly square, 
the sides being 3 feet 8 inches. It was composed of four side pieces 
and a bottom piece neatly pegged together, while the edge was 
surrounded by a double row of opercula. Another form seen in one of 
the old houses on Parry Passage is a parallel-sided trough six or eight 
feet long, with a head carved at one end, a tail and pair of swimming 
feet at the other, the whole being supposed to represent a sea-lion. 
Still another pattern was found in a shallow, gracefully shaped tray 
5 feet 6 inches long, and about one-third as wide. The ends of this 
__ were obtusely pointed and overhung, while above, a flat space between 
each extremity and the end of the hollow within, bore a complicated 
pattern in incised lines. 

The stone mortars already mentioned as having been employed in the stone mortars 
- preparation of the native tobacco, now seem to be little if at all 
used for any purpose. They are generally circular in outline and 
without ornamentation, being in some cases very roughly made. 
Ze Other examples are ornamented by earving. A plain circular mortar 
e of rather greater size than usual was found to have a width of 

94, a heighth of 63, and an internal depth of 43 inches. A second 

(Fig. 15), carved externally to represent a frog had, disregarding 

the projecting points of the carving, the following dimensions, in 
“the same order as above,— 64; 53; 3% inches. One mortar of an 
oval form, with projecting carved ends, was seen (Fig. 11). It repre- 
sents a frog or some large-mouthed kind of fish like a cottus, but the 
design is complicated by the introduction of a human face near what 
should the hinder end of the animal. The extreme length of this mor- 
tar is 164 inches, the width at the middle 8 inches tapering a little 
from the head to the tail, and the height at the middle, which is 
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slightly lower than the ends, 53 inches. The dimensions of the interior 
hollow of this mortar are 8 by 5%, an 3} inches deep. Another 
stone utensil obtained at Skidegate is a dish for preparing paint. 
This is 6 inches long by 24 wide, in external dimensions, with a trough- 
shaped bowl 44 by 1} inches, in which the paint has evidently been 
ground by rubbing from end to end with a second stone. When laid 
with the hollow side downward, the exterior is found to be carved to 
represent some animal, probably a frog, ina constrained squatting atti- 
tude. The carved side is represented in Fig, 12. 

Shells, especially those of the large mussel are frequently used as 
spoons and small dishes. A very handsome dish, with an oval outline, 


is also made from part of the larger end of the horn of the mountain” 


sheep. This is probably softened by steaming, and forced into a 
symmetrical shape, then pared down thin and carved externally. Fig. 
18 represents one of these. The mountain sheep horns, with those of 
the mountain goat, are obtained in barter with the Tshimsians and 
other Indians of the mainland, neither of the animals occuring in the 
Queen Charlotte Islands. 

Large serviceable ladles are also made from the mountain sheep 
horns, the lower part of the horn being widened to form an ample 
bowl, and the upper straightened out to produce the handle. One 
of these of the larger sort measures from the end of the handle to the 
point of the bowl, round its convex surface, 2 feet 33 inches. The bowl 


itselt is 84 inches long by 6 inches wide, and 2} deep. (Fig. 6.) The 


spoons in ordinary use are six or seven inches long with large flat 
bowls, made in a single piece from the hern of the mountain goat. 
The handle may be carved to represent a human or other form. An- 
other kind much prized and cared for, is made by attaching a bowl of the 
usual form, made from a piece of mountain sheep or goat horn, to the 


wider extremity of an entire horn of the mountain goat by a couple of 


rivets. The goat horn, retaining its natural curve, is then elaborately 
carved with human or other figures, according to the taste of the- 
maker. Such spoons may be about a foot in length. (Fig. 27.) 

Knives of all sorts are now in use, but some ingenuity is shown in 
adapting old blades to new handles, manufacturing knives from files,. 
and soon. A knife used in cutting up fish is made by fixing one edge. 
of a thin square or oblong piece of iron in a cylindrical or flattened 
piece of wood of slightly greater length. This has thus the form of a. 
small mincing knife. 

The boxes in which most of the goods and chattels of the household 


are packed away are made after a uniform plan. A small one 


measured 20 inches high by 15 square. The sides are made of a 


single wide thin piece of cedar, which is bent three times at a right. 


QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS. 143 B 


angle, with very little appearance of breaking at the corners, and 
pegged together at the fourth angle. Tho bottom is made of a sepa- 
rate piece of wood. The cover is cut out of a solid slab. It rests by a 
shoulder on the ledge of the box, and expands slightly upward, so 

~~ that the upper surface of that of the box above mentioned and repre- 
sented in Fig. 29 is nearly 17 inches square. These boxes are generally 
decorated externally by designs in black and dull red paint, and are 
carefully corded with cedar-bark rope, which is so arranged as to meet 
and tie over the top of the cover when desired. 

Mats, of an oblong form, and plaited rather than woven, from strips Mats. 
of cedar bark, constitute a great part of the household furniture. 
They vary much in texture, and may be either of the natural brownish 
or yellowish colour or diversified by black bands. 

One-handed adzes, with the blade fixed at an acute angle to the Adzes. 

handle, are very commonly used. (Fig. 14.) The blade is often an 

old broad file, sharpened at the end. These, no doubt, replace those of 

stone of a former day. A few of the stone adze-heads are still to be Stone adzes. 

found about the houses, and are very well shaped, and different in 

form from any I have elsewhere seen. One of these is represented in 

figure 13. The head somewhat resembles a poll pick in shape, being 

square in section near the front, but oblong towards the head owing to 

the increasing breadth, the thickness from side to side remaining the 
same or nearly so. Near the head, one of the smaller sides is carved 

- into one or two saddle-like hollows to receive the properly shaped end 

of the handle, which was no doubt lashed firmly to the stone with 

sinew or bark. The lateral surfaces are sometimes grooved from the 

f head downward for one-third or more of the total length. The 

~ dimensions of some specimens are as follows :-— 

No. 1.—Length, 1/1. Breadth, 2’. Thickness, 1 jj; inches. 


SAE SAO 


No. 2— “ 74", ra Qi, “ 13! 
no. «“ 8!' (about) “ Ot, “ 1 #5". 


“The measurements are merely averages, as the sides are not gene- 
rally strictly parallel, but slope more or less towards the ends. The 
material of these tools appears to be a matter of indifference, as I have 
seen them made of hard altered igneous rocks like those so common in 
the country, of a hard sandy argillite, and of the peculiar greenish 
_ jade which the natives of some other parts of the province prize 50 
highly. This latter material is not, according to the Haidas, found in 
the islands, but has occasionally been obtained in the course of trade. 

Large stone hammers are still in use for driving bome wedges and Hammers. 
similar operations. No stone arrow-heads were found, and it is pro- 
bable that these people, before they were acquainted with iron, used 
bone only for this purpose. 


~t 
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Spears and harpoons were doubtless in former times made of bone, 
like those found in the shell heaps of Vancouver Island. At the 
present day iron has been substituted. A species of harpoon is used 
in the chase of the fur seal. It is generally made by the Haidas them- 
selves from an old flat file. The extremity is sharpened to a blade-like 
point, which is succeeded by a series of barbs on each side, sharply 
thrown backward. The butt of the file is bored through, and a loop of 
strong copper wire fixed to it so as to move freely. To this is attached 
a strong cord of plaited sinew, to the extremity of which a bladder or 
float is affixed. When in use, the butt end of the iron head is fixed in 
a socket in the extremity of a long, light cedar pole, but easily detaches 
itself when it is driven into the animal. The head of the harpoon 
generally fits into a wooden sheath made of two pieces fixed together 
with bark lashing. 

The head of the salmon spear consists of a sharp blade-like iron tip 
to the base of which two pointed pieces of horn are lashed, the lashing 
being thickly covered with spruce gum so as to offer no impediment 
to the whole entering the fish. The length of the blade, with the horn 
barbs, is about four inches. Between the pieces of horn fits the sharp- 
ened end of a piece of wood, 74 inches long, which increases gradually 
in size till at its inner extremity it forms a fiat leaf-shaped expansion, 
which fits into a hollow of similar form in the end of a long light cedar 
pole. The end of the pole is served with bark to prevent its splitting, 
and the iron-tipped head is made fast to the intermediate wooden piece, 
and that to the end of the pole by strong strings. When plunged in 
the fish, the loose wooden piece no doubt first comes out from the end 
of the pole, and with a slight increase of strain it comes away from 
the barbed head, which thus practically remains fixed to the end of the 
pole by a foot or eighteen inches of cord. 

The fish hook is made substantially after the pattern general on the 
west coast, but owing to the want of the yew, it has not the same 
graceful shape with that of the Ahts and Makah Indians. In its primi- 
tive form, among the Haidas, it consists either of a forked branch, of 
suitable size, or of two pieces of wood lashed together so as to make 
an acute angle“with each other. To the upper piece, about the middle, 
is fixed the string for the suspension of the whole, to the free or outer 
end of the lower piece a pointed bone is lashed so as to project obliquely 
backward, reaching to within a short distance of the upper piece. The 
bone is now, however, generally replaced by an iron point, and in some 
cases the whole hook is fashioned out of a piece of thin iron rod, bent 
round and sharpened (Fig. 9). This hook is more particularly used in 
halibut fishing. A large sized one in wood (Fig. 10) measures 10 inches 
in length, with a distance of five and a half inches between the divergent — 
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ends of the two pieces of which it is made. When in use, a carved 
wooden float is fixed about a foot from the hook, and a short distance 
further up the line a large stone sinker. The whole being lowered pjoat ana 
to the bottom till the stone comes to rest, the small float drifts out sinker. 
with the tide, and keeps the hook below it at a short distance from the 
bottom. The wooden parts of the hooks and the floats are sometimes 
rudely carved. A second form of hook differs slightly from the first, 

in being formed of a piece of thin iron rod, bent round in a continuous 
curve of an oval form, but of which the upper side has been somewhat 
displaced so as to allow the passage of the lip of the fish within the 
recurved point. These hooks are often made small, and used in catch- 

ing flounders and such fish. 

In the small rivers the salmon are generally caught in fish traps or Wiers. 
wiers. A wier of split sticks being fixed completely across the river, 
cylindrical baskets made of the same material, with an orifice formed 

_ of sticks converging inward, serves to entrap the fish; or in other 
cases, flat frames are placed in such a position that the fish in endeavor- 
_ ing to surmount the wier by leaping falls into them. 
The canoes of the Indians of the west coast are similar in type Canoes. 
through all the tribes, butdiffer considerably in detail of shape and 
- size. They are made from the giant cedar (Thuja gigantea), the wood 
- of which is light, durable and easily worked, but apt to split parallel to 
the grain. This constitutes the greatest danger to the Indian canoes 
in rough weather, especially when they are heavily laden. Among the 
- Haidas two patterns of canoes are found. In the first and most com- 
- monly used, the stern projects backwards, sloping slightly upward, and 
forming a long spur, while it is flattened to an edge below. The bow 
also curves upward, but has no spur, the cutwater forming a regular 
curve. These canoes (represented on the beach in Plate I) are fre- 
quently thirty or thirty-five feet long. The second pattern is that of 
the larger canoes, intended for longer voyages. In these both bow and 
stern are provided with a strong spur sloping upward, and generally 
 searfed to the main body of the canoe. The canoes are often about 
- forty feet long, with a corresponding beam, and were in former days 
not infrequently constructed to cary forty men besides much baggage. 
With the exception of the bow and stern pieces, each canoe is made 
from a single log, which is roughly shaped out where the tree 1s cut, 
afterwards floated to a permanent village, and finished at odd hours, 
y during the winter months. The lines of the canoes are very fine, the 
E requisite amount of beam being given to them by steaming with water 
~ and hot stones, and the insertion of thwarts. They are smoothed out- 
side and blackened, while inside they generally bear fine and regular 
tool marks from end to end. The Haidas are great canoe makers, and. 
10 
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annually take over a large number of canoes to Port Simpson and 
the Nasse, which are sold, or exchanged there for oolachen grease or 
other comodities. The canoe paddles are usually made of cedar or the 
yellow cypress. Balers for the canoes are generally cut out of wood 
in the form of a scoop, with handle behind (Fig. 7) or made from a 
piece of cedar bark gathered up at the ends in a fan shape, with astick 
secured across the top. 

Various particulars concerning the manner of the Haidas in living 
in villages and the houses which they construct have already been 
given, The houses are placed with their gable-ends to the beach, 
which constitutes the street, the roof sloping down at a moderate 
angle on each side, with a projecting oblong ‘lantern’ or erection in 
the centre intended for the escape of the smoke, and fitted with a 
movable shutter which may be set against the wind. The houses are 
oblong or nearly square, and are often from 40 to 50 feet in length of 
side, and erected to accommodate a great number of people. The 
older and better built houses are almost invariably partly sunk in the 
ground. That is to say, the ground has been excavated to a depth of 
six or eight feet in a square area in the centre of the house, with one 
or two large steps running round the sides. A small square of bare 
earth is left in the centre below the smoke-hole, the rest of the floor 


being generally covered with split cedar planks. The steps whichrun  ~ 


round the sides are faced and covered above by large hewn slabs of 
cedar, and serve not only for sleeping and lounging places, but as the 
depositary of all sorts of boxes and packages of property belonging to 
the family. Some of the houses stand on the surface of the ground 
without any excavation. The pattern of the house itself is maintained 
with little variation in all parts of the islands, and has doubtless been 
handed down from time immemorial. The first process is to plant 
firmly in the ground four stout posts of sufficient height at each end. 
These are called kwul-skug-it, and are intended to bear four large beams 
which run from front to back of the house, and are called T'san-skoo- 
ka-da. The heads of the posts are hollowed to receive the horizontal 
beams, which, with the posts, are circular in section. The longitudinal 
beams do not project-beyond the posts which bear them, and in front 
of them at each end is a frame composed of large flat beams, which 
support the edge of the roof and the hewn planks of the front of the 
house. There are generally four flat upright beams, one in front of 
each of the main upright posts before described. These support a pair 
of beams which have the same slope with the roof, and are channelled 
below to receive the upper ends of the hewn boards which close the 
front of the house. ‘These beams are called ki-watl-ka. The two 
upright beams nearest the centre ki-stang-o, the outer kwul-ki-stung. — 
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The dimensions of the house represented in plan and elevation in pimensions of 
figures 35 and 36, of size rather greater than usual, in the Kung 2" 
Indian Village, Virago Sound, were found to be as follows:—Breadth 
of front of house, 54’ 6”; depth, from front to back, 47’ 8”; height of 
ridge of roof, 16’ 6”; height of eaves, 10’ 8’; girth of main vertical 
posts and horizontal beams, 9’ 9’; width of outer upright, beams, 1 
10”; thickness, about 5”; width of upper sloping beams, 2’ 7”? 
thickness, 5’; width of carved post in front of house, 3’ 10”. 

A second, and not unusual, style of house has only a single frame, 
consisting of four vertical flattened posts at each end, supporting 
sloping beams. The outer supporting posts are generally morticed 
out, and the outer ends of the sloping beams passed through them. 
Stout beams flattened on the lower side, and generally three in number 
on each side, are then made to rest on the sloping beams, and bear 
above them the cedar planking of the roof, held in place by stones 
heaped upon it, or by small beams laid over them above. 

In a passage quoted by Mr. J. G. Swan in the Smithsonian Contri- Description of 
butious to Knowledge, No. 267, Marchand (1791, see page 11 B.) aed 
describes the houses on North Island in the following terms :— 
“The form of these habitations is that of a regular parallelogram, 
from forty-five to fifty feet in front, by thirty-five in depth. Six, 
eight, or ten posts, cut and planted in the ground at each front, form 
the enclosure of a habitation, and are fastened together by planks ten 
inches in width, by three or four in thickness, which are solidly joined 
to the posts by tenons and mortices; the enclosures, six or seven feet 
high, are surmounted by a roof, a little sloped, the summit of which is 
raised from ten to twelve feet above the ground. These enclosures 
and the roofing are faced with planks, each of which is about two feet 
wide. Inthe middle of the roof is made a large, square opening, which 
affords, at once, both entrance to the light, and issue to the smoke. 
There are also a few small windows open on the sides. These houses 
have two storys, although one only is visible, the second is underground, 
or rather its upper part or ceiling is even with the surface of the place 
in which the posts are driven. It consists of a cellar about five feet in 
depth, dug in the inside of the habitation, at the distance of six feet 
from the walls throughout the whole of the circumference. The descent 
to it is by three or four steps made in the platform of earth which is 
reserved between the foundations of the walls and the cellar; and these 
steps of earth, well beaten, are cased with planks, which prevent the 
soil from falling in. Beams laid across, and covered with thick planks, 
form the upper floor of this subterraneous story, which preserves from 
moisture the upper story, whose floor is on a level with the ground. 


This cellar is the winter habitation.” 
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This description is substantially accurate, and so detailed that it is 
scarcely likely to be erroneous in regard to the division by a floor of 
the excavated portion of the interior of the house from that above the 
level of the ground. I have not seen this arrangement, however, in 
any of the houses now existing on the islands. 

The peculiar carved pillars which have been generally referred to as 
carved posts are broadly divided into two classes, known as kexen and 
xat. One of the former stands at the front of every house, and through 
the base, in most instances, the oval hole serving as a door passes. 
The latter are posts erected in memory of the dead. 

The kexen are generally from 30 to 50 feet in height, with a width 
of three feet or more at the base, and tapering slightly upwards. 
They are hollowed behind in the manner of a trough, to make them 
light enough to be set and maintained in place without much difficulty. 
These posts are generally covered with grotesque figures, closely 
grouped together, from base to summit. They include the totem of 
the owner, and a striking similarity is often apparent between the 
posts of asingle village. Iam unable to give the precise signification 
of the carving of the posts, if indeed’ it has any such, and the 
forms are illustrated better by the plates than by any description. 
Human figures, wearing hats of which the crowns run up in a cylin- 
drical form, and are marked round with constrictions at intervals, 
almost always occur, and either one such figure, or two or three fre- 
quently surmount the end of the post. Comparatively little variation 
from the general type is allowed in the kexen, while in those posts 
erected in memory of the dead, and all I believe called xat, much 
greater diversity of design obtains. These posts are generally in the 
villages, standing on the narrow border of land between the houses and 
the beach, but in no determinate relation to the buildings. A common 
form consists of a stout, plain, upright post, round in section, and 
generally tapering slightly downwards, with one side of the top flat- 
tened and a broad sign-board-like square of hewn cedar planks affixed 
to it. This may be painted, decorated with some raised design, or to 
it may be affixed one of the much prized ‘coppers’ which has belonged 
to the deceased. In other cases the upright post is carved more or less 
elaborately. Another form consists of a round, upright post with a 
carved eagle at the summit. Still others, carved only at the base, run 


up into a long round post with incised rings at regular intervals. ‘Two ~ 


round posts are occasionally planted near together, with a large hori- 
zontal painted slab between them, or a massive beam, which appears 
in some instances to be excavated to hold the body. These memorial 
posts are generally less in height than the door posts. 

The carved stone models of posts made by the Skidegate Haidas 
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from the rock of Slate Chuck Creek are generally good representations 
of the kexen. (Several of these are figured by J. G. Swan in the pub- 
lication already referred to.) Plates, flutes, and other carvings made 
from the same stone, though evincing in their manufacture some skill 
and ingenuity, have been produced merely by the demand for such 
things as curiosities by whites. 


The use of copper, and to some extent the method of manufacturing Copper. 


it into various articles by hammering, has been known from time im- 
memorial to most of the Indians of this part of the west coast. The 
metal has probably been for the most part obtained in trade from the 
Indians of the Atna or Copper River in latitude 60° 17’. it is proba- 
bly this familiarity with copper that has enabled the Haidas, with 
other tribes of the coast, so soon to acquire a proficiency in the art of 
working silver and iron in a rough Rg 


Traditions and Folk-lore. 


Of stories connected with localities, or accounting for various cir- 
cumstances, there are no doubt very many among the Haidas. Of 
these, such as I have heard are given. The fundamental narrative of 
the origin of man, and the beginning of the present state of affairs is 
the most important of their myths. In all its minor details I believe 
it to be correct; that is to say, unaltered from its original traditional 
form. Minor shades of meaning may in some instances be indefinite, 
as it was obtained through the medium of the Chinook, aided by what 
little English my informant was master of. This, as related to me, is 
as follows.— 


Very long ago there was a great flood by which all men and animals Creation myths 


were destroyed, with the exception of a single raven, This creature 
was not, however, exactly an ordinary bird, but—as with all animals 
in the old Indian stories—possessed the attributes of a human being to 
a great extent. His coat of feathers, for instance, could be put on or 
taken off at will, like a garment. It is even related in one version of 
the story that he was born of a woman who had no husband, and that 
she made bows and arrows for him. When old enough, with these he 
killed birds, and of their skins she sewed a cape or blanket. The birds 
were the little snow-bird with black head and neck, the large black and 
red, and the Mexican woodpeckers. The name of this being was 


Ne-kil-stlas. 
When the flood had gone down Ne-kil-stlas looked about, but could Flood. 


find. neither companions nor a mate, and became very lonely. At last 
he took a cockle (Cardium Nuttalli) from the beach, and marrying it, 
he constantly continued to brood and think earnestly of his wish for 
acompanion. By and bye in the shell he heard a very faint cry, like 


Origin of water. 


Origin of fire. 
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that of a newly born child, which gradually became louder, and at last 
a little female child was seen, which growing by degrees larger and 
larger, was finally married by the raven, and from this union all the 
Indians were produced and the country peopled.* 

The people, however, had many wants, and as yet had neither fire, 
daylight, fresh water, or the oolachen fish.+ These things were all in 
the possession of a great chief or deity called Setlin-ki-jash, who lived 
where the Nasse River now is. Water was first obtained in the follow- 
ing manner by Ne-kil-stlas. The chief had a daughter, and to her 
Ne-kil-stlas covertly made love, and became her accepted lover, and 
visited her by night many times unknown to her father. The girl be- 
gan to love Ne-kil-stlas very much, and trust in him, which was what 
he desired; and at length when he thought the time ripe, he said that 
he was very thirsty and wanted a drink of water. This the girl 
brought him in one of the closely woven baskets in common use. He 
drank only a little, however, and setting the basket down beside him 
he waited till the girl was asleep, when, quickly donning his coat of 
feathers, and lifting the basket in his beak, he flew out by the opening 
made for the smoke in the top of the lodge. He was in great haste, 
fearing to be followed by the people of the chief. A little water fell 
out here and a little there, causing the numerous rivers which are now 
found, but on the Haida country a few drops only, like rain fell, and so 
it is that there are no large streams there to this day. 

Ne-kil-sltas next wished to obtain fire, which was also in the posses- 
sion of the same powerful being, or chief. He did not dare, however, 
to appear again in the chief’s house, nor did the chief's daughter 
longer show him favour. Assuming, therefore, the form of a single 
needle-like leaf of the spruce tree, he floated on the water near the 
house, and when the girl—his former lover—came down to draw water, 
was lifted by her in the vessel she used. The girl drinking the water, 
swallowed, without noticing it, the little leaf, and shortly afterwards 
became pregnant, and before long bore a child who was no other than 
the cunning Ne-kil-stlas, who had thus gained an entry into the lodge. 
Watching his opportunity, he one day picked up a burning brand, and 
flying out as before by the smoke-hole at the top of the lodge, carried 
it away and spread fire everywhere. One of the first places where he 
set fire, was near the north end of Vancouver's Island, and that is the 
reason why so many of the trees there have black bark.} _ 


* In another form of the story, it is said that Me-hil-stlas by impregnating two live cockl 
ani ene hem warm, hatched out both a man and a woman, who were "he progenitors a 


+ As sometimes related, it is taken fi 
Naa or granted that the sun always was, the moon alone 


_ 4 Probably refers to the Douglas fir, which here finds its northern limit 
is very often blackened by fires from the underbrush running up the thick dey Mast okey a 
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All this time, however, the people were without daylight, and it was origin of tight 

moxt the object of Ve-kil-stlas to obtain this for them. This time he aa 
tried still another plan. He pretended that he also had light, and con- 
tinued to assert it, though the chief denied the truth of his statement. 
He, however, in some way made an object bearing a resemblance to the 
moon, which, while all the people were out fishing on the sea, in the 
perpetual night, he allowed to be partly seen from under his coat of 
feathers. It cast a faint glimmer across the water, which the people 
and Setlin-ki-jash thought was caused by a veritable moon. Disgusted 
at finding that he was not the sole possessor of light, and losing all 
conceit of his property, the great chief immediately placed the sun and 
moon where we now see them. 

One thing more much desired still remained in the possession of Origin of the 
Settin-ki-jash; this was the oolachen fish. Now the shag was a friend ee 
or companion of the chief, and had access to his property, including 
his store of oolachens. We-kil-stlas contrived that the sea-gull and the 
shag should quarrel, by telling each that the other had spoken evil of 
him. At last he got them together, when, after an angry conversa- 
tion, they followed his advice and began to fight. Ne-kil-stlas knew 
that the shag had an oolachen in its stomach, and so urged the com- 
batants to fight harder, and to lie on their backs and strike out with | 
their feet. ‘This they did, and finally the shag threw up the 
oolachen, which We-kil-stlas immediately seized. Making a canoe from 
a rotten log, he smeared it and himself with the scales of the oolachen, 
and then coming at night near the great chief’s lodge, said that he was 
_ -yery cold, and wished to come in and warm himself, as he had been 
making a great fishery’ of oolachens, which he had left somewhere not 
far off. Setlin-ki-jash said this could not be true as he only possessed. 
~ the fish, but We-kil-stlas invited the chief to look at his clothes and at 
his canoe. Finding both covered with oolachen scales, he became 
convinced that oolachens besides those which he had must exist, and 
again in disgust at finding he had not the monopoly, he turned all the 
oolachens loose, saying, at the same time, that every year they would 
come in vast numbers and continue to show his liberality and be a 
monument to him. This they have never failed to do since that time. 

This Haida story of the origin of things is substantially the same Resomblance 
with that which I have been told by Indians of the Tinneh stock in the myths. 
northern part of the interior of British Columbia. My surprise on 
hearing it gradually unfolded as a Haida myth was very great. It 
would be hazardous to theorize on the cause of this similarity of myths 
in tribes so distant and so dissimilar in habits, but it is certain that 
both its versions are derived from a common source not very remote. 

It may indeed be that the Haidas have adopted this story from the 
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Tshimsians, for whose language, as we have already seen, they profess 
great admiration. I do not know of the existence of the story among 
the latter people, but they probably have it in some form, as they are 
supposed to be an offshoot of the great Tinneh stock of the interior 
country. As is always the case with these aboriginal stories, a local 
colouring has been given to the narrative by the Haidas, and the story 
of the oolachen is an addition to that which I have heard from the 
Tinneh. It shows the great value set upon this fish that it should 
receive mention among the primary necessaries of existence, such as 
light, water, and fire. 

Ne-kil-stlas of the Haidas is represented in function and name by 
Us-tas of the Carrier Tinneh. Of Us-tas an almost endless series of 
grotesque and often disgusting adventures are related, and analogous 
tales are repeated about e-kil-stlas. One of these relates that he 
disguised himself as a dead raven, and floating on the surface of the sea 
was swallowed by a whale, which, by violent gripes being then induced 
to strand itself, became a prey to the Haidas, invisible We-kil-stlas 
meanwhile walking out of the whale’s belly at the proper moment. 

The story of the origin of the Indian tobacco referred to on a pre- 
vious page, is as follows.—Long ago the Indians (first people, or 
ancient people—thlin-thloo-hait) had no tobaeco, and one plant only 
existed, growing somewhere far inland in the interior of the Stickeen 
country. This plant was caused to grow by the deity, and was like 
a tree, very large and tall. With a bow and arrows, a man shot at 
its summit, where the seed was, and at last brought down one or two 
seeds, which he carried away, carefully preserved, and sowed in the 
following spring. From the plants thus procured all the tobacco after- 
wards cultivated sprung. 

The killer whale, formerly noted as being the representative of the 
principle of evil, is dreaded by the Haidas, who say that these animals 
break canoes and drown the Indians, who then themselves become 
whales. The chief of the whales is the evil one himself, or his nearest 
analogue in the Haida mind. It is told that in the times of the grand- 
fathers of men now living, two Haidas belonging to Klue’s Village went 
out in a canoe to kill these whales, apparently as a daring adventure. 
They had paddled far out to sea when the canoe was surrounded by a 
great number of these evil creatures, which were about to break it in 
pieces. One of the men, grasping his knife, said to the other that if he 
was drowned and became as a whale, he would still hold his knife and 
stab the others. The second man holding to a fragment of the canoe, 
floated near an island and swam ashore. The first was drowned, but his 
companion who had escaped, soon heard strange and very loud noises 
beneath the island, like great guns being fired. Presently a vast 
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number of fish floated up dead, and with them a large whale of the 
malevolent kind above described. This had a great wound in its side, 
from which much blood flowed. The medicine-man of the village said 
afterwards, that he knew—or saw—that the whale so killed was the 
chief among these creatures, and that the Indian who had killed him 
had now become chief in his stead. 


A remarkable hill, called Tow, stands on the shore between Rose Story 
u 


Point and Masset. One side is a steep cliff, while the other slopes 
more gradually. On the upper part of the inlet above Masset, is 
another hill about the same size and also precipitous on one side, called 
Tow-us-tas-in, or ‘Tow’s Brother.’ The story is that the two hills 
were formerly together where Tow’s brother still stands, but that on 
one occasion Tow’s brother devoured the whole of a lot of dog-fish 
which was in dispute between them, and that Tow being much angered 
went away to the open coast, where he now is. 

It is also related that the summit of the hill called Tow was formerly 
inhabited by a very great spider, which, when a man passed, would 
swing itself down by its rope, catch him up, and devour him. After a 
time a Haida killed this spider with a spear. 


Nai-koon ov Rose Point (the Haida name meaning long nose) is & Terrors of Hose: 
olnt. 


place full of real or imagined terrors to the Haidas. It is a dangerous 
and treacherous point to round at any time but in very fine weather, 
and many Indians have been drowned there on different occaions. They 
say that strange (uncanny) marine creatures inhabit its neighbourhood, 
and believe that if a man laugh never so little in rounding the spit, 
the are sure to work him evil. The father of my informant, with other 
Haidas in a canoe, saw one of these creatures. It was like a man, but. 
very large, with hair hanging down to its shoulders. It raised itself 
out of the water to its middle, and frightened the Indians very much, 
but caused them no harm. T'wo vessels belonging to the Hudson Bay 
Company have been wrecked on this spit, and one of the Haida medi- 
cine-men says that the souls of these haunt the place yet. About 
thirty years ago a great many Indians going in canoes to profit by a 
dead whale that had been cast up on the spit, were drowned between 
Masset and that place. 


Ow. 


There is also told in connection with Rose Point a story of a gigantic Gigantic 


beaver. This animal, it is said, inhabits its vicinity, and when it wishes 
to come to the surface produces a dense fog, the water at the same 
time becoming very calm. The fog may, perhaps, clear away enough 
to allow some one watching in a retired nook to see the great beaver ; 
but should the animal catch sight of any human being it instantly 
strikes the water with its tail and disappears. To laugh at the beaver, 
or make light of him in any way, is certain to bring bad luck; and 
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any one seeing him must, on his return to the lodge, throw little offer- 
ings on the fire. The Tshimsians have a similar story of an immense 
beaver which inhabits the visinity of Dundas Island. 


First contact with Europeans—Fur Trade. 


During Captain Cook’s last voyage in the Pacific, it was discovered 
that a lucrative trade in furs might be opened between the north- 
western coast of America and China, and though the existence of a 
part of the Queen Charlotte Islands had been known to the Spaniards 
since the voyage of Juan Perez, who was despatched by the Viceroy 
of Mexico in 1774, it is to the traders who followed in the track of 
Cook that we owe most of the earlier discoveries in the vicinity of 
Queen Charlotte Islands, and it is they who appear first to have come 
in contact with the Haidas. Before many years a number of vessels 
were engaged in the fur trade on this part of the west coast. Van- 
couver in the Notes and Miscellaneous Observations appended to his 
journal, states that 1792 this trade gave employment to upwards of 
twenty sail of vessels, of which he gives a list, with the names of 
the captains. From this it would appear that five of the vessels were 
owned in London, one in Bristol, two in Bengal, three in Canton, six 
in Boston, one in New York, two in Portugal, and one in France. 
Most of these have left no record of their voyages, but in the pub- 
lished narratives of those of Dixon and Meares, already referred to, 
some account of the method of trade with the natives, and of their ap- 
pearance, manners and customs is found. 

Toward the beginning and during the earlier half of the present 
century, the Queen Charlotte Islands continued to be not unfrequently. 
visited by these trading vessels, but the sea otter, the skins of which 
were the most valuable article of trade possessed by the islanders, 
having, through continuous hunting, become extremely scarce, vessels 
other than mere coasters have seldom called at any of the ports for 
many years, and our knowledge of the geography of the islands and 
home manners and customs of the natives has not been added to. 

It is probable that La Perouse, who coasted a part of the Queen 
Charlotte Islands in 1786, had some intercourse with the natives, but 
the earliest notice of them I have been able to find is that given by 
“W. B.,” the annonymous author of the letters in which the account 
of the voyage of the Queen Charlotte, of which Captain Dixon was 
commander, is given. He writes* under date of July 1st, 1787,— 
“ At noon we saw a deep bay,} which bore north-east by east; the en- 
trance point to the northward, north-east by north; and the eastermost 


* Op. cit. p. 198. + Cloak Bay and entrance to Parry Passage. 
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* land south-east, about seven leagues distant. Our latitude was 54° 22” Enters Cloak 
N.; and the longitude 133° 50” W. During the afternoon, we had light oie 
variable winds, on which we stood to the northward, for fear we should 

_get to leeward of the bay in sight, and we were determined to make it 
if possible, as there was was every probability of meeting with inhabi- 
tants. During the night we had light variable airs in every direction, 
together with a heavy swell from the south-west; so that in the morn: 
ing of the 2nd we found our every effort to reach the bay ineffectual ; 
however, a moderate breeze springing up at north-east, we stood in for 
the land close by the wind with our starboard tacks on board. At 
seven o'clock, to our very great joy, we saw several canoes full of 
Indians who appeared to have been out at sea, making toward us. On 
their coming up with the vessel, we found them to be a fishing party ; 
but some of them wore excellent beaver* cloaks. * i * * 
The Indians we fell in with in the morning of the 2nd of July, did not 
seem inclined to dispose of their cloaks, though we endeavored to 
tempt them by exhibiting various articles of trade, such as toes, hat- 
chets, adzes, howels, tin kettles, pans, &c., their attention seemed 
entirely taken up with viewing the vessel, which they apparently did 
with marks of wonder and surprise. This we looked on as a good Opening of 

- omen, and the event showed that for once we were not mistaken. After 
their curiosity, in some measure, subsided, they began to trade, and we 
_ presently bought what cloaks and skins they had got, in exchange for 
 toes,t which they seemed to like very much. They made signs for us 
to go in towards the shore, and gave us to understand that we should 
find more inhabitants, and plenty of furs. By ten o'clock we were 
within a mile of the shore, and saw the village where these Indians 
dwelt right abreast of us; it consisted of about six huts, which 
appeared to be built in a more regular form than any we had yet seen, 
and the situation very pleasant, but the shore was rocky, and afforded 
no place for us to anchor in. A bay now opened to the eastward, on 
which we hauled by the wind, which blew pretty fresh from the north- 
ward and eastward, and steered directly for it. During this time 
several of the people whom we traded with in the morning had been 
; on shore, probably to show their newly acquired bargains ; _but on 
seeing us steer for the bay, they presently pushed after us, joined by 
: several other canoes. As we advanced up the bay, there appeared 4 averse wind. 
to be an excellent harbour, well land-locked, about a league ahead; we 


ere SOROS AEE eee 
i i to be used 
= ers do not occur in the Queen Charlotte Tslands, but this term appears _ user 
here, a cle ykerd in the narrative, for sea otter cloaks. See p- 228, in statement on which it 
is implied that no beaver skins were obtained. 
i i i i i ther part of 
species of adze or ohisel, as on p. 244 in connection with ano t 0 
the ye setae é ics made of jasper the same as those used by the New Zealanders,” 18 
mentioned. 
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had soundings from ten to twenty-five fathoms water, over a rocky 
bottom, but unluckily, the harbour trended right in the wind, and at one 
o’clock the tide set so strongly against us, that we found it impossible 
to make the harbour, as we lost ground every board, on which we hove 
the maintop-sail to the mast, in order to trade with the Indians. 

‘A scene now commenced, which absolutely beggars all description, 
and with which we were so overjoyed, that we could scarcely believe 
the evidence of our senses. There were ten canoes about the ship, 
which contained, as nearly as I could estimate, 120 people; many of 
these brought most beautiful beaver cloaks, others excellent skins, 
and, in short, none came empty-handed, and the rapidity with which 
they sold them, was a circumstance additionally pleasing ; they fairly 
quarrelled with each other about which should sell his cloak first; 
and some actually threw their furs on board, if nobody was at hand to 
receive them; but we took particular care to let none go from the 
vessel unpaid. Toes were almost the only article we bartered with on 
this occasion, and indeed they were taken so very eagerly, that there: 
was not the least occasion to offer anything else. In less than half an 
hour we purchased near 300 beaver skins, of an excellent quality; a 
circumstance which greatly raised our spirits, and the more, as both 
the plenty of fine furs, and the avidity of the natives in parting with 
them, were convincing proofs, that no traffic whatever had recently 
been carried on near this place, and consequently we might expect a 
continuation of this plentiful commerce. That thou mayest form some 
idea of the cloaks we purchased here, I shall just observe, that they 
generally contain three good sea-otter skins, one of which is cut in two 
pieces, afterwards they are neatly sewed together, so as to form a 
square, and are loosely tied about the shoulders with small leather 
strings, fastened on each side. 

“ At three o’clock, our trade being entirely over, and the wind still 
against us, we made sail, and stood out of the bay, intending to try 
again for the harbour in the morning. * * * Qn the morning of 
the 3rd, we had a fresh easterly breeze, and squally weather, with rain; 
but as we approached the land it grew calm; and at ten o'clock, being 
not more than a mile distant from the shore, the tide set us strongly 
on a rocky point to the northward of the bay, on which the whaleboat 
and yawl were hoisted out and sent ahead, to tow the vessel clear of the 
rocks, 

“Several canoes came alongside, but we knew them to be our 
friends whom we had traded with the day before, and found that they 
were stripped of everything worth purchasing, which made us less 
anxious of getting into our proposed harbour, as there was a greater 
probability of our meeting with fresh supplies of furs to the eastward,” 
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Four years later, Captain Douglas, the colleague of Meares, visited Deuglas 
this place on his trading voyage. His people were probably the first reno * 
whites to land on any part of the Queen Charlotte Islands. In the 

_ narrative of his voyage, a few details in regard to the coast and beha- 
vior of the natives are given. From Meares’ volume (p. 364) the 
following extracts of interest in this connexion are made. The first 
paragraph refers to June 19, 1789.— 

‘The weather was moderate and cloudy, with the wind from the 
south-west. At sun-set, there being the appearance of an inlet, which 
bore south-south-west, they stood across a deep bay, where they had 
irregular soundings, from twenty-six to eleven fathoms water, at the 
distance of two leagues from the shore; the wind dying away they 
dropped the stream anchor, the two points which form the bay, bearing 
from west, one quarter north, to north-east half east, distant from the 
shore four miles. It was now named McIntyre’s Bay,* and lies in the 
latitude of 53° 58’ North, and longitude 218° 6’ East. 

“Tn the morning of the 20th, the long-boat was dispatched to the 
head of the bay, to discover if there was any passage up the inlet; and 
the account received on her return was, that toward the head of the 

‘bay a bar run across, on which the long-boat got aground; but that 

» within it there was the appearance of a large sound. Several canoes 

~ now came along-side the ship, and having purchased their stock of furs, 
Captain Douglas got under way to look into an inlet which he had 
observed the preceding year. At noon it was exceedingly hazy, and 
no observation was made. 

“Early in the afternoon the long-boat was sent, well-manned and Interview with 

; F a chief. 
armed, to examine the inlet and sound for anchorage. At five o’clock 
they dropped the bower anchor in twenty-five fathoms water, about 
four miles from the shore, and two from a small barren rocky island, 

_ which happened to prove the residence of a chief, named Blakow- 

- Conechaw, whom Captain Douglas had seen on the coast in his last 
yoyage. He came immediately on board, and welcomed the arrival of ° 
the ship with a song, to which two hundred of his people formed a 

_ chorus of the most pleasing melody. When the voices ceased, he paid - 

, Captain Douglas the compliment of exchanging names with him, after 

_ the manner of the chiefs of the Sandwich Islands. 4 

“At seven in the morning (June 21st) they stood up the inlet, and po ey 

at nine came to, in eighteen fathoms water, where they moored the 

4 ship + with the stream anchor. Through this channel,{ which is 

formed by Charlotte’s Islands, and an island that lies off the west end 
ES EO is sac ee 
* Now called Masset. t In Bruin Bay. 
t Parry Passage. 
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of it, the tide was found to run very rapid. The passage takes its. 
course east and west about ten or twelve miles, and forms a commu- 

nication with the open sea. It was now named Cox’s Channel. Very 

soon after the ship was moored, the long-boat was sent to sound in the 

mid-channel, but no soundings could be obtained with eighty fathoms 

of line; but near the rocks, on the starboard shore, they had twenty — 
and thirty fathoms water. 

“ Having been visited the preceding night by two canoes, which lay 
on their paddles, and dropped down with the tide, as was supposed, in — 
expectation of finding us all asleep, they were desired to keep off, and 
finding themselves discovered they made hastily for the shore. As no 
ordérs had been given to fire at any boat, however suspicious its 
appearance might be, these people were suffered to retreat without 
being interrupted. This night, however, there happened to be several 
women on board, and they gave Captain Douglas to understand, that 
if he or his crew should fall asleep, all their heads would be cut off, as 
a plan had been formed by a considerable number of the natives, as 
soon as the lights were out, to make an attempt on the ship. The 
gunner therefore received his instructions, in consequence of this _ 
information, and soon after the lights were extinguished, on seeing a 
canoe coming out from among the rocks, he gave the alarm, and fired 
a gun over her, which was accompanied by the discharge of several 
muskets, which drove her back again with the utmost precipitation. 

“Tn the morning the old chief Blakow-Coneehaw, made a long 
speech from the beach; and the long-boat going on shore for wood, 
there were upwards of forty men issued from behind a rock, and held 
up a thimble and some other trifling things, which they had stolen 
from the ship; but when they found that the party did not intend to 
molest them, they gave avery ready and active assistance in cutting 
wood, and bringing the water casks down to the boat. Some time 
after the chief came on-board, arrayed, as may be supposed, in a 


~ fashion of extraordinary ceremony, haying four skins of the ermine 


hanging from each ear, and one from his nose; when, after Captain 
Douglas had explained to him the reason of their firing the preceding 
night, he first made a long speech to his own people, and then assured 
him that the attempt which had been made, was by some of the tribe | 
who inhabited the opposite shore ; and entreated, if they should repeat — | 
their nocturnal visit, that they might be killed as they deserved. He 
added, that he had left his house, in order to live along-side the ship, for 
the purpose of its protection, and that he himself had commanded the 
women to give that information which they had communicated. The 
old man exercised the most friendly services in his power to Captain 
Douglas, and possessed a degree of authority over his tribe, very supe- 
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rior to that of any other chief whom they had seen on the coast of 
America. 

‘In the afternoon Captain Douglas took the long-boat and ran across 
the channel, to an island* which lay between the ship and the village 
of 'Tartanee, and invited the chief to be of the party ; who, having aS 
him pull up the wild parsley and eat it, he was so attentive as to order 
a large quantity of it, with some salmon, to be sent on board every 
morning. 


“ At six o'clock in the morning of the 23rd, finding the ground to Anchor in 


be bad, they ran across the channel to a small harbour, which is 
named Beale’s Harbour, on the Tartanee side; and at ten dropped 
anchor in nineteen fathoms water, about half a cable’s length from the 
shore; the land locked all round, and the great wooden images of 
Tartanee, bore east, one quarter north; the village on the opposite 
shore bearing south half west. This harbour is in the latitude of 54° 
18’ North, and longitude 227° 6’ East. It was high-water there at the 
change, twenty minutes past midnight; and the tide flows from the 
westward, sixteen feet perpendicular. The night tides were higher 
by two feet than those of the day. 

“The two following days were employed in purchasing skins, and 
preparing to depart; but as all the stock of iron was expended, they 
were under the necessity of cutting up the hatch-bars and chain plates. 

“On the morning of the 27th, as soon as the chief returned, who had 
gone on shore the preceding evening, to get afresh supply of provisions, 


- Captain Douglas gave orders to unmoor, and a breeze springing up, at 


halfpast nine they got under way, and steered through Cox’s Channel, 


enslung cove.. 


with several canoes in tow. At eleven, having got out of the strength Brisk trade- 


of the tide, which runs very rapid, they hove to, and a brisk trade 
commenced with the natives, who bartered their skins for coats, 
jackets, trousers, pots, kettles, frying-pans, wash-hand basons, and 
whatever articles of similar nature could be procured, either from the 
officers or from the men; but they refused to take any more of the 


- chain plates, as the iron of which they were made proved so brittle that 


it broke in their manufacturing of it. The loss of the iron and other 
articles of trade, which had been taken out of the ship by the Spaniards, 


--was now severely felt, as the natives carried back no small quantity of 


furs, which Captain Douglas had not the means of purchasing. 


“This tribe is very numerous; and the village of Tartanee stands on Gardens. 


a very fine spot of ground, round which was some appearance of culti- 
yation; and in one place in particular it was evident that seed had 
been lately sown. In all probability Captain Gray, in the sloop 


bd Luey Island of the chart. + Henslung, or the cove to the east of it. 


Indian account 
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Washington, had fallen in with this tribe, and employed his considerate 
triendship in forming this garden; but this is mere matter of conjec- 
ture, as the real fact could not be learned from the natives.* From 
the same benevolent spirit Captain Douglas himself planted some 
beans, and gave the natives a quantity for the same useful purpose ; 
and there is little doubt but that excellent and wholesome vegetable, 
at this time, forms an article of luxury in the village of Tartanee. This 
people, indeed, were so fond of the cooking practiced on board the 
Iphigenia, that they very frequently refused to traffic with their skins, 
till they had been taken down to the cabin, and regaled with a previous 
entertainment.” ae ae 

Such is the first account of these Indians by the Whites. They 
themselves also preserve some traditions of the meeting. On asking 
the Chief Edensaw (J¢t-in-sa) if he knew the first white man whom the 
Haidas had seen, he gave me, after thinking a moment, the name of 
Douglas, very well pronounced. Edensaw is now chief of the Ya-tza 
village, west of Virago Sound, the Kung village at Virago Sound, over 
which he formerly presided, being nearly abandoned for the new site. 
Ten years or more ago, his village was on the south side of Parry 
Passage, but this has now been altogether given up, and the houses are 
rapidly crumbling away. There is little doubt that the chief with 
whom Captain Douglas is said to have exchanged names was a prede- 
cessor of Hdensaw’s, bearing, as is customary, the same name. This, 
with the prefix Blakow is given as Coneehaw by Douglas, and it is 
due to the fact of the ceremonial exchange of names having taken 
place, that that of Douglas has been handed down to the present 
Edensaw, while those of Dixon and his people have been forgotten. It 
may generally be observed, however, that the Indians are particular 
in enquiring the names of whites who come among them, and it may 
be noted in this connection that those near the mouth of the Bella 
Coola River were able to give Sir Alexander McKenzie the name of 
Vancouver (pronounced by them Macubah) as having lately been 
among them, when he arrived at the coast after his celebrated journey 
by the Peace River. 

As we have seen, however, Kdensaw was wrong in saying that 
Douglas was the first white man seen by the Haidas, as Dixon, but 
two years before had been at the same spot. I did not know at the 
time I asked Edensaw the question, whether his reply was correct or 
not; and on my pressing him as to his knowledge, he admitted that he 
thought white men had appeared before Douglas, but he did not know 


* A conjecture probably incorrect, for as we have seen, these i i 
: , people were strippe 
years before by Dixon, and yet appear to have accumulated a considerable ein de ae 


of Douglas’ visit. The ground may have been pre ivati i 
of Doogie ene y prepared for the cultivation of the Indian tobacco, 
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their names. It was near winter, he said, a very long time ago, when yoga accounts 
a ship under sail appeared in the vicinity of North Island. The of first Know. 
Indians were all very much afraid. The Chief shared in the general peans. 
_.fear, but feeling that it was necessary for the sake of his dignity to act 
a bold part, he dressed himself in all the finery worn in dancing, went 
out to sea in his canoe, and on approaching the ship performed a dance 
(probably the Ska-ga). It would appear that the idea was at first 
vaguely entertained that the ship was a great bird of some kind, but 
on approaching it, the men on board were seen, and likened, from 
their dark clothing and the general sound and unintelligible character 
of their talk, to shags,—which sometimes indeed look almost human as 
they sit upon the rocks. It was observed that one man would speak 
whereupon all the others would immediately go aloft, till, something 
more being said, they would as rapidly descend. The Haidas further 
relate various childish stories of the surprise of those who, in a former 
generation, first became acquainted with many things with which they 
are now familiar, and profess to look upon these, their immediate pre- 
decessors, with much contempt. They say, for instance, that an axe 
having been given to one it pleased his fancy on account of its metallic 
brightness, which he likened to the skin of a silver salmon. He did 
* not know its use, but taking the handle out, hung it round his neck 
as an ornament. A biscuit being given to another, he supposed it to 
be made of wood, and being after some time induced to eat it, finds it 
altogether too dry. Molasses, tasted for the first time by an adventur- 
ous Haida, pronounced very bad and his friends warned against it. 

On questioning another Haida of the north part of the island, he also Date of arrival 
affirmed that the first whites had been seen near the North Island, and Noni 
added that they arrived at the season when almost all the people were 
away at various rivers making their salmon fishery. This would be 
about the month of September, which agrees pretty well with Eden- 
saw’s account, and shows that the story above given cannot refer either 
to Douglas or Dixon, who arrived in June and July. It agrees well with 
the date at which Bodega and Maurelle must have passed this part of 

~ the coast on their way southward in 1775, but it appears improbable 
; that they had any intercourse with the Haidas at this time. 


Villages. 


It is here proposed to note the various villages now inhabited by the - 
Haidas, or of which traces still remain, beginning with those of the. 
vicinity of North Island. It must be premised, however, that owing to . 
the prevalent custom by which a village is spoken of by the hereditary 
family name of the chief, while it has besides a proper local name, and 

very frequently a sas equivalent for the latter by which. it. is. 
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Villages of 
Parry Passage. 


Tartanee of 
Douglas. 


New village. 


also in some cases familiarly called by the Haidas themselves, much 
difficulty is found in correlating the villages now found with those 
mentioned by others. 

In Parry Passage there are three village sites, two of which are on the 


south side, and completely abandoned. The outer or western of these 


shows the remains of several houses and carved posts, and is called 
Kak-oh. The second, about half a mile further East, is named /ioo-sta, 
and has been a place of great importance. This, as already mentioned, 
seems to have been Hdensaw’s place of residence at the time of 
Douglas’ visit, and has probably been deserted for about ten years. It 
is nearly in the same state with the first mentioned, the houses, 
about twelve in number, and carved posts still standing, though com. 
pletely surrounded by rank grass and young bushes, overgrown with 
moss, and rapidly falling into decay. It is difficult to imagine on what 
account this village has been abandoned, unless from sheer lack of in- 
habitants, as it seems admirably situated for the purposes of the natives. 
Many of the larger articles of property, including boxes, troughs, and 
other wooden vessels and stone mortars have not been removed from 
the houses. 

On the opposite side of Parry Passage, facing a narrow channel be- 
tween North Island and Lucy Island is the village which Douglas calls 
Tartanee. It now consists of but six houses, small and of inferior con- 
struction; and a single carved post stands a little apart from the vil- 
lage, but is not very old. We were informed that anciently a very 
large village stood here, but did not ascertain whether its inhabitants 
were driven away as a consequence of war with other Haidas, whether 
they migrated, or whether the village was simply abandoned owing to 
the great decrease in numbers. The present village is said to have 
been built after the destruction of the earlier one, a statement borne 
out by the fact that none of the old carved posts referred to by 


Douglas, and no substantial houses are now seen, There would doubtless — 


have been propped or patched up, and thus preserved, had the spot 
been continuously inhabited. Douglas’ account is somewhat confused, 
and has probably been communicatod to Meares some time after the 
date of the events to which it relates; he mentions, however, no other 
chief but Blakow-Coneehaw, which would seem to show that the whole 


vicinity of Parry Passage was embraced in a single chieftancy at the — 


time of his visit. 

In the first bay east of Klas-kwun Point, between North Island and 
the entrance of Virago Sound, the Ya-tza, or knife village, is situated. 
Like many of the Haida villages, its position is much exposed, and it 
must be difficult to land at it with strong northerly and north-easterly 
winds, This village site is quite new, having been occupied only a few 
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years. There are at present eight or ten roughly built houses, with 
few and poorly carved posts. The people who formerly lived at the 
entrance to Virago Sound are abandoning that place for this, because, 
as was explained to me-by their chief, Edensaw, they can get more 

_ trade here, as many Indians come across from the north. The traverse 
from Cape Kygane or Muzon to Klas-kwun is about forty miles, and 
there is a rather prominent hill behind the point by which the canoe- 
men doubtless direct their course. At the time of our visit, in 
August 1878, a great part of the population of the northern portion of 
the Queen Charlotte Islands was collected here preparatory to the 
erection of carved posts and giving away of property, for which the 
arrival of the Kai-ga-ni Haidas was waited, these people being unable 
to cross owing to the prevalent fog and rough weather. 

The village just within the narrow entrance to Virago Sound, from Kune village. 
which these people are removing, is called Kung, it has been a substan- 
tial and well-constructed one, but is now rather decayed, though some 
of the houses are still inhabited. The houses arranged along the edge 
of a low bank, facing a fine sandy beach, are eight or ten in number, some 
of them quite large. The carved posts are not very numerous, though 
in a few instances elaborate. In J. F. Imray’s North Pacific Pilot, a 

- few notes on harbours, &ec., in the Queen Charlotte Islands are given, 
and it is stated, in mentioning Virago Sound that the Indian village 
“is to be built” inside a point on the western side of the narrowest 

_ part of the entrance. This is where the Kung village now stands. 
The date of the note is not given, but it is probably 1860 when the 

_ sketch map of the Sound was made. 

About the entrance to Masset Inlet there are three villages, two on Villages of 
the east side and one on the west. The latter is called Yan, and shows : 
about twenty houses new and old, with thirty carved posts. The outer 

of these, on the east side, at which the Hudson Bay Post is situated, 

is named U¢-te-was, the inner Ka-yung. The Ut-te-was village is now 
the most populous, and there are in it about twenty houses, counting 
both large and small, with some from which the split cedar planks 
have been carried away, leaving only the massive frames standing. 

__ Of carved posts there are over forty in all, and these, with those of the 

northern part of the islands generally, show a considerable difference 
as compared with those of Skidegate, and other southern villages. 

The styles of the northern posts are somewhat more varied, and the 

' short, stout form, with a sign-board-like square formed of split planks 

at the top,is comparatively rare. Some of the Masset posts are merely 

[ stout poles, with very little carving, and at this place a thick, short 

. post with a conical roof was observed, none like which were elsewhere 

: seen. At the south end of the Ut-te-was Village is a little hill, the 
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houses on and beyond which appear to be considered as properly 
forming a distinct village, though generally included in the former. 
The remaining Masset village (Ka-yung) is smaller than this one, and 
was not particularly examined. The principal chief of this vicinity is 
named Wée-he; he is an old man, rather stout, and with nearly white 
hair and beard. I did not learn the precise extent of his authority, or 
whether, or in what degree, it may embrace the villages beyond that 
in which he resides. 

Origin of the The name Masset is of uncertain origin. Some of the natives when 

eke questioned about it, said that it has been given by the whites; while 
others believe that it has been extended to the whole inlet by the 
whites, but was the same with that of a small island which lies a little 
higher up the channel than the villages, and is said to be called Maast 
by the Haidas. It is unfortunate that so many places on this part of 
the west coast have been frequently renamed, owing to the ignorance 
of the names given by former explorers, but not widely published by 
them. The name Massette occurs, evidently denoting the place now 
so called in Mr. Work’s table given on a following page, and constructed 
between 1836 and 1841. It is also found on the map illustrating Green- 
how’s Northwest Coast of North America, dated 1840, as Massette, but 
is attached to a supposed village between the positions of Masset Inlet 
and Virago Sound. It is suspiciously like Mazaredo, a name given by 
Caamano in 1793; but this, according to Greenhow’s identification, is 
the same place known to the American traders as OCraft’s Sound, which 
is identical with Virago Sound of the modern charts; and this ident- 
ification appears also to be borne out by Vancouver's chart. 

Temporary A number of small houses, occupied during the summer, or salmon- 

: fishing season, are scattered about the shores of the southern expansion 
of Masset Inlet. Of these, two are situated on the Ain River near its 
mouth, and several near the mouth of the Ya-koun: These summer 
houses are always small and slightly built compared with those of the 
permanent villages, and no attempt is made to erect any carved posts 
or symbols such as are appropriate at the main seat of the family. 

On the north shore of Graham Island, east of Masset, and about a 
mile and a half from Tow Hill, is a temporary village also belonging 
to the Masset Indians, and occupied during the dog-fish and halibut 
fishery. A few small potato gardens surround the houses, which are 
of the unpretentious character above described, and about half a dozen 
in number. 

Abandoned J ust east of Tow Hill, and on low ground on the east bank of the 
Hi-ellen River, a few much-decayed carved posts and beams of former 
houses are still standing, where, according to the Indians, a large 
village formerly existed. Its disappearance is partly accounted for 
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by the fact that the sea has washed away much of the ground on which 
-itstood. As the subsoil is only sand and gravel, this might easily have 
occurred during a single heavy storm coming from an unusual direction, 
or otherwise under exceptional conditions. It is probably that called 

' Ne-coon, and credited with five houses in Mr. Works table given further 
on. Ne-coon or Nai-koon is, however, the name of the whole north-east 
point of the island. North of Cape Ball, or Kul-tow-sis, on the east 
coast of Graham Island, the ruins of still another village yet remain. 
It is said to have been populous, and is near some excellent halibut 
banks. It is doubtless that called A-se-guang in Mr. Work’s list, and 
said to have nine houses. 

Ti-ell is the name of a tract of country north of the entrance to Large old house 
Skidegate, between Boulder Point and the mouth of a large stream 
twelve miles beyond it. About nine miles from Boulder Point, some 
posts are still standing, of an old house which must have been of great 

size and built of very heavy timbers. This was erected by the Skide- 
gate chief of one or two generations back, concerning whose great 
size and powers many stories are current among the Haidas. The 
region came into the possession of Skidegate as the property of his 
swife, but was afterwards given by him to the Skedans of that day as 

- a peace-offering for the wounding or killing of one of his (Skedans) 

women. The tract thus now belongs to Skedans, and is valued as a 
berry ground. 

Skit-ei-get, or Skidegate Village as it is ordinarily called, situated in Skidegate 
the inlet of the same name, and extended along the shore of a wide ey 

bay with sandy beach, is still one of the most populous Haida villages, 
_-and has always been a place of great importance. It has suffered more 
- than most places, however, from the habit of its people in resorting to 
Victoria and other towns to the south. There are many unoccupied 
and ruinous houses, and fully one-half of those who still claim it as 
their residence are generally absent. The true name of the town isysh 
believe, Hyo-hai-ka, while Skit-ei-get is that of the hereditary chief. It 
is called Kil-hai-oo by the Tshimsians. There are now standing in this 
village about twenty-five houses, counting some of which the beams 
only remain, and several which are uninhabited. Of carved posts 
there are in all about fifty-three, making on an average two for each 
house, which was found also to be about the proportion in several other 
; places. Nearly one-half of these are monumental posts or x-at, it being 
rare to find more than a single door-post or ke-xen for each house. Mr. 
Work assigns forty-eight houses to this place, which is not improbably 
correct for the date to which he refers, as there are signs that the village 
has formerly been much more extensive, and the Skidegate Haidas 
“themselves never cease to dwell on the deplorable decrease of the 
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population and ruin of the town. One intelligent man told me that he 
could remember a time—which by his age could not have been more 
than thirty years ago—when there was not room to launch all the 
canoes of the village in a single row the whole length of the beach, 
when the people set out on one of their periodical trading expeditions 
to Port Simpson. The beach is about half a mile long, and there must 
have been from five to eight persons in each canoe. It is not improb- 
able that this is a somewhat exaggerated statement, but it serves to 
show the idea of the natives themselves as to the extent of the 
diminution they have suffered. 

Dixon cruised northward along the east coast of the Queen Charlotte: 
Islands about as far as Skidegate, in July, 1787, whence he turned 
southward for Nootka. He did not come to an anchor, but gives the 
following particulars, probably relating to the people of this place* :— 

“ Karly in the afternoon (July 29th) we saw several canoes coming 
from shore, and by three o’clock we had no less than eighteen along- 
side, containing more than 200 people, chiefly men;. this was not only 
the greatest concourse of traders we had seen, but what rendered the 
circumstance additionally pleasing was the quantity of excellent furs 
they brought us, our trade now being equal, if not superior to what 
we had met with in Cloak Bay, both in the number of skins, and the 
facility with which the natives traded, so that all of us were busily 
employed, and our articles of traffic exhibited in the greatest variety ; 
toes, hatchets, howels, tin kettles, pewter basons, brass pans, buckles, 
knives, rings, &c., being preferred by turns, according to the fancy of 
our numerous visitants. Amongst these traders was the old chief, — 
whom we had seen on the other side of the islands, and who now 
appearing to be a person of the first consequence, Captain Dixon per- 
mitted him to come on board.t 2 * ** On our pointing 
to the eastward and asking the old man whether we should meet with 
any furs there, he gave us to understand that it was a different nation: 
from his, and that he did not even understand the language, but was. 
always at war with them; that he had killed great numbers and had 
many of them in his possession. 

“The old fellow seemed to take particular pleasure-in relating these: 
circumstances, and took uncommon pains to make us comprehend his 
meaning; he closed his relation with advising us not to come near 
that part of the coast, for that the inhabitants would certainly destroy: 
us. I endeavoured to learn how they disposed of the bodies of their 


* Possibly to those of Cumshewa Inlet. His latitudes for the southern part of the islands: © 
are inexact,as Vancouver remarks. 


+ This man may have been the Skidegate chief, and was probably only on a visit when seen. 
on the west coast. He had no skins to sell at that time. 
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enemies who were slain in battle; and though I could not understand 
the chief clearly enough positively to assert, that they are feasted on by 
the victors ; yet there is too much reason to fear, that this horrid 
_. custom is practised on this part of the coast; [!] the heads are always 
preserved as standing trophies of victory. 

“ Of all the Indians we had seen, this chief had the most savage Chief of re- 
aspect, and his whole appearance sufficiently marked him as a proper pourance. a 
person to lead a tribe of cannibals. His stature was above the common 
size; his body spare and thin, and though at first sight he appeared 
lank and emaciated, yet his step was bold and firm, and his limbs 
apparently strong and muscular; his eyes were large and goggling, 
and seemed ready to start out of their sockets; his forehead deeply 
wrinkled, not merely by age, but from a continual frown; all this, joined 
to a long visage, hollow cheeks, high, elevated cheek bones, and a 
natural ferocity of temper, formed a countenance not easily beheld 
without some degree of emotion. However, he proved very useful in 
conducting our traffic with his people, and the intelligence he gave us, 
and the methods he took to make himself understood, shewed him to 
possess a strong natural capacity. 

“ Besides the large quantity of furs we got from this party, (at least 
350 skins) they brought several racoon cloaks, each cloak consisting 
of seven racoon skins, neatly sewed together; they had also a good 
quantity of oil in bladders of various sizes, from a pint to near a 
gallon, which we purchased for rings and buttons. This oil appeared 
to be of a most excellent kind for the lamp, was perfectly sweet, and 
chiefly collected from the fat of animals.” 

On the following day some of the same people, in eight canoes, Attempted 
again came alongside, but had very few and inferior skins, their store 
being nearly exhausted. An attempt was made to steal some of the 
skins already purchased, on which several shots were fired after the 
offending canoe. On the day following, while endeavouring to make 
southward with baffling winds, the vessel was followed by a canoe 
containing fourteen people, who said that one of their companions had 
since died from a wound inflicted. No resentment was, however, 
shown toward the ship’s company on that account, nor any fear exhi- 
bited on approaching the ship. The old chief, who seems so much to 
have impressed the narrator, may very probably have been the same 
before referred to, and described by the Haidas as of great size and 
striking appearance It is unnecessary to say that no evidence Of Nocannibalism 
cannibalism properly so called is found among these people, though as 
a part of the ceremony of certain religious rites flesh was bitten from 
the naked arm; and in some cases it is said old people have been torn 
limb from limb and partly eaten, or pretended to be eaten, by several 
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of the coast tribes. No trace now remains in the Queen Charlotte 
Islands of the custom of taking heads. It was formerly common on 
the west coast of Vancouver Island, The oil above mentioned was 
probably dog-fish oil, and contained in the hollow bulb-shaped heads 
of the gigantic sea-tangle (Macrocystis) of the coast. 

On the west end of Mande Island, a few miles only from the Skide- 
gate village, is now situated what may be called the New Gold Harbour 
Village. This has been in existence a few years only, having been built 
by the Haidas formerly inhabiting Gold Harbour, or Port Kuper, on 
ground amicably purchased from the Skidegate Haidas for that 
purpose. The inlet generally known as Gold Harbour, is situated on 
the west coast, and can be reached from Skidegate by the narrow 
channel separating Graham from Moresby Island. The voyage, how- 
ever, includes a certain length of exposed coast, often difficult to pass 
in stormy weather, and the Indians, though still preserving their 


‘rights over the Gold Harbour region, and living there much of the 
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summer, find it more convenient to have their permanent houses near 

Skidegate. The population of the place is about equal to that of the 
Skidegate village, though its appearance is much less imposing, as the 

houses which have been erected, are comparatively few and of small 

size, and there are as yet few carved posts. The two villages on the west 

coast, now almost abandoned by these people, are called Kai-shun and 

Cha-atl,—the former situated near the entrance to Gold Harbour, or 

Skai-to, the latter not far from the south-western or narrow entrance 

to Skidegate Channel. From one or both of these villages five canoes, 

with thirty-eight or forty people, came off to the Queen Charlotte. A 

few women were in the canoes, from one of whom Dixon purchased the 

ornamental labret which he figures in the plate opposite page 208 of 
his volume. 

The village generally known as Cumshewa, is situated in a small bay 
facing toward the open sea, but about two miles within the inlet to 
which the same name has been applied. The outer point of the bay is 
formed by a little rocky islet, which is connected with the main shore 
by a beach at low tide. The name Cumshewa or Kumshewa is that of 
the hereditary chief, the village being properly called Tikinool, or by 
Tshimsians Avt-ta-was. There are now standing here twelve or four- 
teen houses, several of them quite ruinous, with over twenty-five carved 
posts. The population is quite small, this place having suffered much 
from the causes to which the decrease in numbers of the natives haye 
already been referred. 

The decayed ruins of a few houses, representing a former village, 
which does not appear to have been large, stand just outside Cumshewa 
Inlet, beyond the north entrance point. 
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At the entrance to Cumshewa Inlet, on the opposite or south side, is gkedans villaze 


: the Skedans village, so called, as in former cases, from the chief, but of 


which I did not learn the proper name.* This is a place of more 
importance than the Cumshewa village proper, and appears always 


_ to have been so. Many of the houses are still inhabited, but most look 


old and moss-grown, and the carved posts have the same aspect. Of 
houses there are now about sixteen, of posts forty-four. At the time 
of our visit, an old woman was haying a new post erected in memory 
of a daughter who had died some years before in Victoria. The 
mother having amassed considerable property for the purpose, was 
prepared to make a distribution when the post had been fairly put up. 
The village borders the shore of a semicircular bay, which forms one 
side of a narrow, shingly neck of land connecting two remarkable little 
conical hills with the main. 


Kilue’s Village, properly called Tanoo, or by the Tshimsians Lay-skik, Kive village. 


is situated fourteen miles southward from the last, on the outer side of 
the inner of two exposed islands. The channel between the islands is 
so open as to afford little shelter, while the neighbourhood of the 
village is very rocky, and must be dangerous of approach in bad 
weather. There are about thirty carved posts here, of all heights and 
styles, with sixteen houses. The village, extending round a little 
rocky point, faces two ways, and cannot easily be wholly seen from 
any one point of view, which causes it to look less important than the 
last, though really possessing a larger population than it, and being in 
a more flourishing state than any elsewhere seen in the islands. There 
were a considerable number of strangers here at the time of our visit 
in July, 1878, engaged in the erection of a carved post and house for 
the chief. The nights are given to dancing, while sleep and gambling 
divided the portions of the day which were not employed in the 
business in hand. Cedar planks of great size, hewn out long ago in 
anticipation, had been towed to the spot, and were now being dragged 
up the beach by the united efforts of the throng, dressed for the most 
part in gaily-coloured blankets. They harnessed themselves in clusters 


_ to the ropes, as the Egyptians are represented to have done, in their 
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pictures, shouting and ye-hooing in strange tones to encourage 
themselves in the work. 


The Kun-xit Village is the most southern in the Queen Charlotte Risstanes 


Islands. It is generally known as Ninstance or Nin-stints, from the 
name of the chief, and is situated on the inner side of Anthony Island 


of the Admiralty sketch of Houston Stewart Channel. The villages 


marked as occuring in Houston Stewart Channel, on the same sketch, 


Ie ST 
* Mr. J. G. Swan incedentally refers to it as Koona, p- 5, op. cit. 
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do not exist; they have been little collections of rude houses for tempo- 
rary use in summer, and have now disappeared. There are still a good 
many Indians here, but I have seen the place only from a distance, and 
know little about it. When off this place on July 23rd, Dixon was visited 
by eight canoes containing “near one hundred people,” probably for 
the most part men, as it is mentioned, on the next day, that abeut 180 
people, men, women, and children, came out to the ship. 

Besides the last mentioned, and the two villages near Gold Harbour, 
there were formerly two or three other places where Haidas were 
resident on the west coast of the islands. One of these was at Tasoo 
Harbour, which is reported to be a large sheet of water. I could not 
learn whether the village here was a permanent one, but think it must 
have been so. It is not improbably that designated Too in Mr. Work’s 
list, and is marked on an old sketch of the islands as standing on the 
north-west side of the harbour, A village was situated on the island 
called Hippa by Dixon, of which the Haida name was, I believe, 
Mus-too. Dixon gives a sketch of the island and village in the volume 
already referred to. Under date July 7th, 1787, he writes of this 
place.— 

“ About two o’clock in the afternoon, being close in shore, we saw 
several canoes putting off, on which we shortened sail, and lay too for 
them, as the wind blew pretty fresh. The place these people came 
from had a very singular appearance, and on examining it narrowly, 
we plainly perceived that they lived in avery large hut, built on a 
small island, and well fortified after the manner of an hippah, on 
which account we distinguished this place by the name of Hippah 
Island. 

“The tribe who inhabit this hippah seem well defended by nature 
from any sudden assault of their enemies; for the ascent to it from the 
beach is steep, and difficult of access; and the other sides are well barri- 
cadoed with pines and brush wood ; notwithstanding which, they have 
been at infinite pains in raising additional fences of rails and boards ;. 
so that I should think they cannot fail to repel any tribe that should 
dare to attack their fortification. 

“A number of circumstances had occurred, since our first trade in 
Cloak Bay, which convinced us, that the natives at this place were of a | 
more savage disposition, and had less intercourse with each other, than 
any Indians we had met with on the coast, and we began to suspect 
that they were cannibals in some degree. Captain Dixon no sooner 
saw the fortified hut just mentioned, than this suspicion was strength- 
ened, as it was, he said, built exactly on the plan of the hippah of the 
savages at New Zealand. We purchased a number of excellent cloaks, 
and some good skins from the Indians, for which we gave a variety of 
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articles, some choosing toes, and others pewter basons, tin kettles, 
knives, &e. This tribe appeared the least we had yet seen; I could 
not reckon more than thirty-four or thirty-six people in the whole 


_party; but then it should be considered that these were probably 


chosen men, who perhaps expected to meet with their enemies, as 
they were equally prepared for war or trade.” 

It is possible that the ‘fortified hut’ seen by Dixon was a pallisaded Village on 
enclosure intended for times of danger only, and not the village usually see eee 
inhabited. Such a retreat formerly existed on the little island opposite 
Skidegate Village, though no trace of it now remains. : 

The last village of which I have any knowledge, stood formerly on 
or very near Frederick Island of the maps. Its name, or that of the 
island, was Susk or Sisk. It is reputed to have been populous, but 
may never have been very important. Haidas belonging to this tribe 
came off to the Queen Charlotte on the 5th and 6th of July, “ bringing 


- anumber of good cloaks, which they disposed of very eagerly.” It is 


remarked further that:—‘ These people were evidently a different 
tribe from that we met with in Cloak Bay, and not so numerous; I 
could not reckon up more than seventy-five or eighty persons along- 
side at one time. The furs in each canoe seemed to be a distinct 
property, and the people were particularly careful to prevent their 
neighbours from seeing what articles they bartered for.” 


Population of the Queen Charlotte Islands. 


As the population of the Queen Charlotte Islands has decreased, the 
smaller and less advantageously situated towns have been abandoned 
by the survivors, who have taken up their abode among the larger 
tribes to which they have happened to be related by marriage or 
otherwise. When the Indians are questioned as to why these places 


have been given up, they invariably say that all the people are dead, 


which may not be absolutely correct. Not any of the inhabited villages, 
however, now contain a tithe of the people for whom houses are yet 
standing. 

It is very difficult in all cases to form estimates of the number of the Estimate im 
aboriginal tribes when first discovered, and it is a common error, from narrative. 
the too literal acceptance of the half fabulous stories of the survivors, 
to greatly over-estimate the former population. The writer of the 
narrative of Captain Dixon’s voyage has certainly not fallen into this 
mistake. He writes (p. 224) :— The number of people we saw during 
the whole of our traffic, was about eight hundred and fifty ; and if we 
suppose an equal number to be left on shore, it will amount to one 
thousand seven hundred inhabitants, which, I have reason to think, 
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will be found the extreme number of people inhabiting these islands, 
including women and children.” It is to be remembered that Dixon 
not only did not anchor in any of the ports, but that most of the time 
he kept so far from the shore as to render it improbable that more 
than a small proportion of the able-bodied men of each tribe should 
visit the ship. 

The number of sea-otter skins obtained by Dixon during the cruise 
about the Queen Charlotte Islands was 1821, “many of them very fine; 
other furs we found in less variety here than in many other parts of 
the coast, the few racoons before mentioned, a few pine-martin, and 
some seals, being the only kinds we saw.” 

I have been so fortunate as to obtain from Dr. W. F. Tolmie the 
subjoined estimates of the numbers of the Haida tribes. These were 
made between the years 1836 and 1841 by the late Mr. John Work, 
and, though not framed from personal acquaintance with the Haida 
country, are supposed to be based on the most reliable sources, with 
which Mr. Work’s long residence on the northern part of the coast of 
British Columbia had made him familiar. It is likely that even at 
this date the population of the islands had somewhat decreased, but in 
all probability not very materially. On examining the table it will 
be found that the villages are grouped under the common names in 
some instances, and thatit is at times difficult to recognise what place 
is referred to. I have, however, endeavoured to test the table in 
regard to those places with which I am familiar, by comparing the 
relative importance of the different localities at present with that 
assigned to them here, and otherwise, and am persuaded that the 
figures are substantially correct, and probably rather an under than an 
over-estimate if taken to represent the population when first brought 
into contact with the whites. 

The total number of Haidas living in the Queen Charlotte Islands, 
as given by Mr. Work, is 6593. The whole number of the Haida 
nation, including the Kai-ga-ni Haidas, 8328. The number of people 
assigned to each house in the Queen Charlotte Islands, according to 
Mr. Work’s table, is found to be about thirteen, which, taking into 


consideration the size ot the houses and manner of living, is very 
moderate. 
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Estimate of the Number of Haida and Kai-ga-ni Indians, made between the 
years 1836 and 1841, by John Work, Esq. 


Name. Men. Women. | Boys. Girls. | Houses. 
f, You-ab-noe 5.2... 60. ece scene. 68 70 44 52 18 
MICE“ UEY os cue acleawa uae ves 98 105 102 112 26 
WCE A HAIULORS 55 c.cinc sin,» aise cio =» 30 35 42 41 8 
i ROW PEAT oi. 6 ws ave 3d, clsin ee oe 117 121 mS 107 27 
os PEWTER, Soe ete Bee 53 61 54 61 14 
Chat-chee-nie ...... aataroreeie-siS7s 65 | 62 59 63 18 
PROMS 27 od. 1a eines @0)5© Siaynyd 431 454 414 436 LLL 
j 
DG-lan-NB. 22. os .evses- Baap Siew 80 76 69 71 20 
é Se re Sa 69 72 69 15 
k Massette...1..-.+ sees sac Gee 630 | 650 589 604 160 
" | Ne-coon .....--++> ee ance 24 27 29 42 5. 
‘ A-SE-GUAN.. 200. cee eee cee oe 34 ! 31 27 28 9 
| Skid-de-gates. ....60e-0+ere00 191 182 176 is9 | 48 
a sj 
” | Crimesha-was.s,.-00s esses gh angeds80 14 63 69 20 
: i Gkkee-dans ....... esse see ceee 116 121 98 105 30 
4 ee Sa eee PLE 79 68 14 20 
a RELOOL o, d}ae idle Ria the ele ose eidistiers «ai 169 164 105 107 40 
e | IRGeN-a-Witl v2. ec eee eres 80 74 85 90 18 
q Rew welth dec. x aia Wa aonovers g's 131 146 145 Gi) 35 
: IBOOeeireke eee gies srs a eee 8 eae 45 49 50 52 10 
Motslss 17 oy. =e a) ie 1742 1476 1639 430 
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The present population of the northern end of the Queen Charlotte 
Islands is roughly estimated by Mr. Collison, the missionary there, to 
number about 800. In Skidegate Inlet about 500 Haidas now remain, 
and are probably nearly equally divided between the two villages above 
described. Without referring in detail to the other villages, for which 
no sufficiently precise information was obtained, it is probable that the 
total population of the islands at the present time is from 1700 to 2000. 
In this estimate it is intended to include all the Haidas belonging to 
the islands, even those who live most of the time away from their 
native villages. From Skidegate Inlet and places south of it, a large 
proportion of the natives are always absent, generally in Victoria. 
From the north end of the islands comparatively few go to Victoria, 
while a good many resort to Fort Wrangel and other northern settle- 
ments. 

The number of the people of the same stock in the southern part of 
Alaska, who may be classed together as Kai-ga-ni, is estimated by Mr. 
W. H. Dall at 300.* 

Notwithstanding the alarmingly rapid decrease of the Haida people 
during the century, it is not probable that the nation is fated to utter 
extinction. Like other tribes brought suddenly in contact with the 
whites, they will reach, if they have not already arrived at, a certain 
critical point, having passed which they will continue to maintain 
their own, or even to grow in numbers. As already indicated, the 
Haidas show a special aptitude in construction, carving, and other 
forms of handiwork; and it should be the endeavour of those interested 
in their welfare to promote their education in the simpler mechanical 
arts, by the practice of which they may be able to earn an honest 
livelihood. When the fisheries of the coast are properly developed, 
they will also be found of great service as fishermen; and were there a 
ready sale for cured fish, they might be taught so to improve their 
native methods as to ensure a marketable product. Saw-mills must 
soon spring up in the Queen Charlotte Islands to utilize their magni- 
ficent timber, and it is probable that in the course of years broad acres 
of fertile farms will extend where now unbroken forest stands. In 
such industries as these the natives may also doubtless be enlisted, 
but before they can be prosecuted justly the Indian title must be 
disposed of. This, in the case of these people, will be a matter of 
considerable difficulty, for as we have already seen, they hold their 
lands not in any loose general way, but have the whole of the islands 
divided and apportioned off as the property of certain families, with 
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et 


customs fully developed as to the inheritance and transfer of lands. 
The authority of the chiefs is now so small that it is more than 
doubtful whether the people generally would acquiesce in any bargain 
be etween the chiefS in an official capacity and the whites, while 
the process of extinguishing by purchase the rights of each family 
would be a very tedious and expensive one. The negotiations will 
“need to be conducted with skill and care. At present, anyone requir- 
g a spot of ground for any purpose, must make what bargain he can 
with the person to whom it belongs, and will probably have to pay 
dearly for it. 
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_ The following vocabulary, though by no means complete, may serve 
to represent the Haida language for purposes of linguistic comparison. 
Most of the words were obtained by myself from intelligent natives, 

- often through the medium of the Chinook jargon, aided by drawings 

or explanations, and in some cases by a slight knowledge of English 

in my informant. While generally correct, it may therefore in some 
cases be in error, and in occasional instances phrases or short sentences 
seem pretty obviously to have been given in place of single words. 

‘It is also to be observed that the Masset and Skidegate dialects are not 
so diverse as they might appear to be on a slight examination of the 

| lists, for while in most cases the same word has been obtained in each 

‘locality, but with some degree of modification, not infrequently a 

different word with the same or similar meaning has been substituted, 

though that set down in the other dialect may also be well understood. 

“It may further be remarked that the syllable ti or Al prefixed to many 

“words, probably in most cases represents the article, but where I have 

not been sure of this IT have hesitated to remove it. The words, 

‘before being written down, were invariably repeated by myself till I 

: succeeded in pronouncing them to the satisfaction of my instructor. 

The indefinite character of the pronunciation of an unwritten 
language is so marked, in most of those with which I have had to do, 

“that in the absence of personal familiarity with the language, the use 

of a complete and highly elaborated system of orthography is in 

most impossible. I have therefore employed, with little 
that suggested in No. 160 of the Smithsonian Miscellaneous 
entitled Instructions for Research relative to the Ethnology 
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and Philology of America. The value of the principal characters 
used, according to the scheme adopted, is as follows :— 


a as long in father, short in German hat (nearly as in English what). 

e as long in they, short in met. 

i as long in marine, short in pin. 

o as long in note, short in home or French mot. 

00 as long in fool, pool. 

u as in but, 

ai as in aisle. 

oi as in oil, 

ow as in how. 

eu as in plume, 

y as in you. 

x represents the guttural sound sometimes indicated by ch or gh. 

The long value of vowels is distinguished by the macron, thus 4, é; 
the short value by the breve, thus 4, @ 


The words are arranged nearly in the order of those in the Jntroduc- 
tion to the Study of Indian Languages by J. W. Powell. I am indebted 
to Mr. Powell for copies of this publication, which have been of 


essential service, G. M. ©: 
ENGLISH, SKIDEGATE Drauect.| Masset DIALEct. 

Man. «ies shvaecaepey eeeetoeettnt things sits ..t se 

WOM Dun a. ee eee cee eee NO Cckiducks dud centsooke 

Old..man*s. c.ceneueseeee saeco ears RGb 0 wniacnseeatcateeee ka-a. 

OldS woman’ coccsnteeseecesscine HOG. anatossc encase nun-kéa-tza-da. 

YOuUng RGR .uecsnscreecter nies HEO-TUL « snnpessnaSioasasee a-i-tling-a. 

Young: WOman vit <cece. ces caus he-tot-i-na-ha .......00 d-tzed-a. 

Boy i s-ssice vection cc ctiegttns terkauld| 2. Renee eae pe eee ha-tlel-a. 

Girl. . « édaram ciara acne usta Cree eee eee .| xa-da-hit-zoo. 

Intantin sasssscseooete cer seeeateas KO0-eL cwewscs saencuousl Q-O-Le00tCOD™ 

Widower ........ aint Gy tootsie UL-PUNG-UE-A oo ee eeeeene a-wah-tl-tza-koo-tl, 

"Widow on. cate csteccemeetmeneeee peed 57 ag tl-klal-koo-tlh. 

Bachelor (old). .5.setverecceee SKUNG-UN-€A oo... 0. serve kum-il-xa-dn-ang. 

Maid: (Old) 2<c36 ntinecbeamteemer er eee ee kum-la-in-a-ing. 

Bs K-}:16 WAPRIRMISCHET IR Se TG Soda HAG-Beto sean ae rors rece katz. 

Hai 'y Ssceuts scence recente KO-SKO=€0 .oncsedaceacs katl-kai-tl. 

Crown of the head............. U-RODRE ee gtee es ace kling-ootz. 

Scalp scvcis: hatte Kas Aen eRe katz-kul. 

Pace» cas savdshe spies sie ietta seis aie AOGNGHE cvansitinn: sie hang-é 

Forehead ssus>s tes stabs PED coy pen Reet kwul. 

BY 0.0... eesersereesssonsesevsnenens TUUMG-E cana nclegencon ee hung-é. 

Pupil of the. 6y0\- s.r ee hung-thl-tan-gai ...... hung-kon. 

Byelasit. 3.20) saseeceoeeeere hung-thl-ta-gut-se ....| hung-il-ta-kwutz. 
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Perforation of septum of nose} kwun-hél 


Point of finger....-.seeerreees 


| StL-KOON-C. ase secceveres 


ENGLISH. SxipeGaTe Dracect.| Masset Drarecr. 
PILVODEOW * Nitescsuedceerstecesss SKEtS-ROW orecceseee oe skiatz. 
Upper eyelid..........ecceceeee es hung-a-kal ....06 sesaee hung-kiil. 
Lower eyelid. ..... ....0cee... hung-kwa-ul . ....-+++ hung-kwa-tl. 
Har-lobe .............seeseteceeees JEU-LUN-GAL ..000e veeees geu-sta. 
MERTEN fhe ce cecy Su caceessaeeseteseses GOW ices fis ies se e.: geu. 
Perforation im ear........ess+es GEURE vee eseneseasese. géu-stai-ktl. 
External opening of ear...... Geu-Katlé ......00.000s géu-hél. 
I OHO Folic. orden oncaust savevanessce FOAM wraseven nets ,| kwun. 
Ridge of nose...........-esee0-5 KWwun-O-NA ..0see- sevens kwun-il-kon. 
BVOBtril «cies cs teen estececeeces kwun-katlé........0006 kwun-zool. 
Septum of nose.......-ee+s.e00e-| RWUN-tUNn-gal - veers kwun-ihl-tatz. 


kwun-ki-tl-a. 


RSet oateuaavdeeve dvegtsaeter. Keun-t3e-dat «..sseeseeees tl-tzut. 
BOAT Sy tdcs fecepetoncecesesares snes SHOWED avaces Westteess kai-ow-a. 
MMGRHGN Sides +. wecacvnckesbess Mare: REAE PS Sossaris sess hat-lé. 
Upper lip.......-eseeseeseeneeeeee RUESEPUTE 6 ia5.5es88085 kwoo-se-oon. 
Lower lip..........cescesseeesenes Se WOS brieeie eke? kwoot-had-goo-sé. 
BUOCU S245 vensvenevd sce .dssecacesss ESING-Gan es eh ec sscsiseres tsing. 
TON GUC. ....cceee eee eee ener esse eens TANG-AL.. weeeereeeeeeees tang-il. 
BGG Ev eecbe ty dodges sane esaveccssess KIGRED Soe. eticcses es klan or tit. 
_ Palatte......ssceeeceeeeceree ee eee: SRINGAGE coc eeeeeeeeeees sing-ttz. 
Be That .......ccceceseeessevocscees KA-Gin-Z00 ssseeseeeeees ka-gin-200. 
0 eee TETGAE wOee pee Sed <o3 22° tl-kav. 
BG OGLE sieves: Ce cscseies ce cscccaseeess Wipro ans servi hil. 
Adam’s apple ..........sssseses-|eseetttee vedeseeee seneeess tsis-tang-a. 
EA nes cx aoe voeec vedas seaasess fs te ee EEE ED hloo. 
Shoulder .......... -.-seeeseeeeees SIA cunevniewereswecents skul. 
 Shoulder-blade .......-..++++08+ skul-ka-ul-ting-€ ....-- skul-a-ul. 
Breast of & MAM. ..-.s.seeeeeee es KUiN-€-WE . 0. 0c cdeeseeees tlin-o0-a. 
Breast of a woman......- bt Mer MORN oie ise tlin-loo-é. 
© Nipples.........cccecseeeereseeees klun-e-we-kun-a « «200+ klin-o0-e-hoot-zoo. 
MME iide tote ssp. 0-<<seactcsasedacsece|eassev event eraeseeestesecs anl-kwan. 
AV ESC eee Kool-tung-@. ..+.+++++4+ 
B Belly ....--.....2006 ceevceereeenees Web-ytsaae sake san taasco ves katz. 
Be NAVE] <c......scedeccecsewsvsceesess SKIL cacvice Secceessosceees 
Right arm........ csseereseersee Jct aren ere sol-goost. 
Delt ALM «.......scceceeceeeveeees ie we oor cr eee slan-goost. 
— ALM-pits ......ee eeeeeeeee enone skwt-a-ha-tli <.s+seeee skwut-ka-tle. 
Arm above elbow.....++0-++++ Hie-Kwul ...0eceee eveees hie-kwul. 
Be WIDOW 00-20. cecrccceenestsncserses Piie-tsi-kWe ..+0++ esse hi-kwus-é. 
Arm below elboWw..s+-++.++-+e+ Red-KOW -2esee0ee ++ +0 | hea-kow. 
Be Wrist .........2.¢--200ee00 a ee slai-kwul-ting-€ «+--+» slé-kwol-tung-é. 
Bee Hand .......0..eccseeosseceeees PSU SIOT cate seaene tae t- 8 = stlai. 
Palm of hand ......ssee.seeeeees Stl-KA-Guyr -seeceeeerees stlai-kan. 
Back of hand.......:sseevereeeees StL-OONA «24104 vores oe stlat-skwat. 
Fingers ....00 seeeceeseen ence senees SIMD sdnawdene vqceqsaneees stle-kung-é. 
PUM , etececsea-verdeccsoceeenss stl-hw6-d ....--se000 stlé-kwai. 
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ENGLISH. SxipEGATe DiaLect.| Masser Drauect. 
Second finger .acciss «si s7s..<) |aeeay eee ee rae stlai-ok-sé. 
Little Tn ger ai -seccecsesssses- se StL-RWO-AO ....... vs0n0s stla-ot. 
Hinger-naal 0: ccd etyencecsgs SELAUOUM a shu ves st ses stla-kwun. 
MUCK C. oz scopes saegeis aeeaeseeae SEL-LAM-A-TE w0000-00005: stl-tum-ai. 
Space between knuckles...... Stl-he-ta-Sé .......2000 
UP oks haanerececsaen paaeeresees SEINE Srstreats cos Ses08 stlool. 
OG nace Petras satteacnatan 1. eeeeeeeeee HIG tophas laced oneness kwul-o 
Leg above knee. ......<..<.00s000 CU ce pemaanded nate sce tél 
K 16 Cra snares Sanekbunee scares concn RAD O RS fates jen cont kwul-o-kutz. 
FRNCE PAD eet an cache Seon eee kwul-oo-ka-run-gé . ...| kwul-o-hdl. 
Leg below knee .............0+ kiatl-ka-run . .....000. 
Calf Of 10g sr ade=cisaaunarck canner MLGEHOD lo semwsgs Tass t kiatl-kow. 
DG illrd Career tee eee Shy a sta-kwul-ting-€......... stai-kwool-ting-at. 
Ankle-bOne » icncagneteneeeaes PONE E alge te anise acs tum-ai. 
Ti 6tOp ios. «cessor aaeeeeeonmeaae StQ-OOND nada ss na neueu se sta-oon. 
TOO i si: suemcieciae ol de ete eae ST bhinewgvei wnt ete saan kl-stai. 
Sole; Of, 1006. xevnuemetuetne et SCUK-A-TUN « ..+4++e0000+] StAi-kan. 
Heel oi. c)faiershcalee eee SCOR Otc vs Sateus soe sta-kwo-sé. 
LOG.A2 5 cia pies desemateateres aa SEA-RUNG-€ ..ecerecceee stuk-ung-e. 
Large t0Gs%< ist ame seta ast StA-KWUN-E «2.006 v0+ «| Sta-kwai. 
Fourth: 00). .aesstaes eden eee SCORWOD aia ainis's «<5 sta-ot. 
Toe-naill ...< cacusthneseas eee StGTQOWH cA nic sapuncees 
BlOOd sais cccan deme ahe tenets HOS 5 i coranhe cack suresh bs on ai. 
Vein. or artery ceerenece =: KQU-1NS-Kt- eevee sevens ai-ins-ki-a. 
Brainy ...-s.cxqgeaaeneteetaa tees KA-Sin-tSin- .......000. ka-sin-tzung. 
Heart:....3.cisner neem eee KOUD Dipindtstce une tnensss kook. 
Kidney ....scoeuctapeneees. ccneacateeee 2, eee eee tl-xat. 
LUNE. 5:05 cue caa eee eee as hl-koo-hoo-whé ......... tL-koo-whé. 
Liv Or sted... caves dagedy eeoerteee SUH whens sasencuoes 
Stomach .....<ccsehuntet ce eeaee ROAR. sehesensee esuseee) MURR 
Rib acta s. Caen eee ee ROWE wenanssvcces s.cses| ROWE, 
PUlse 1ss-ic iecastigeap bee welon angie eee canner ae ea stlai-hai-hil-tung. 
Vertebria'.c.gauc ee ee ee ee tsoo-. 
Spi6 2.5 30.55 hes aera ane LSOO Ua xsi detent eis dasa ké-tzat. 
Foot-print: c..sssayeseteneecee SEAASU, sca eteriveavedss sar-sil-e. 
Intestines. \:-couamtieee eters LAN-€.5 cspeteberbesets <3 slan. 


The following words expressing relationships, were obtained for me 
by the Rev. Mr. Collison, of Masset, and were written down by him in 
conformity with the usual English mode of pronouncing the vowels. 


I have thought it best not to attempt to bring it into uniformity with 
the rest of the vocabulary by transliteration.— 


ENGLISH. Masser Diauect, 


SE eee 


Wife said by husband 


kssaeuteguqscbepsWale Oaegth tesseeeeee | ChA or Sha. 
Husband said by wife Hi 


vshs.ce paces cenlans See oR ER Ee rS e tla-hal. 
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ENGLISH. Masser Dravecr. 

Son said by father «.................. pavena ie: Uaiszee 5s. keet. 

BN AI By, BOT g tak oeeica ss eyccvensenas, costes coos’ haung. 

Bon Said by mother ............ ..cssseceesecsceeeseeeeees kin. 

Mother said-by. SON ...........cesseecseeeesancessusaseeens oway. 

Daughter said by father ............ccseseceeeeeeeeeee eee keet. 

Father said by daughter............s.ceeseereeeeeeeee ene hah-ta. 

Daughter said by mother ............escssee sees sense ee keet. 

Mother said by daughter............00.seseeeeeeeseeeee es oway. 

‘Younger sister said by elder brother..........-.....+. chas-toon. 

Elder brother said by younger sister..............-. da-i. 

Younger brother said by elder brother ............. toon. 

Elder brother said by younger brother ............. quia. 

‘Younger brother said by elder sister .......-..-.+-.. | C00m. 

‘Elder sister said by younger brother ................ chas-t. 

Younger sister said by elder sister......-...++-..+++- 1oon-ay. 

Elder sister said by younger sister. ...............+6. qui-ay. 

Elder son’s wife said by father .....-......--+.-.s0+0+ keet-cha. 

Husband’s father said by wife....--...ssse.seeseeeee tlah-al-haung. 
“Elder son’s wife said by mother . ...-...++-+ssseeeee keet-quia-cha. 

Husband’s mother said by wife......-:+s++ssseseseeees tlah-al-ow. 

Elder daughter’s husband said by father............ keet-quia-tlahal. 
‘Wife's father said by husband...........s+--++ssr0+ cha-haht. 
‘Wider daughter’s husband said by mother.......... keet-quia-tlahal. 
“Wife’s mother said by husband........+--+0+-+++s0+++ cha-ow. 

Younger son’s wife said by father.......-.--.++-..5++ keet-toon-cha. 

Husband’s father said by wife.....--....-eseeee cerns tlahal-haung. 
Younger son’s wife said by mother.....-..--...+++++5 keet-toon-cha. . 
‘Husband’s mother said by wife.....-...+--..es-eeeees ow-tlah-al. [hal. 
Younger daughter’s husband said by father ....... n-chada-keet-toon-tla- 
Wife’s father said by husband...........-:+sseeereee cha-haung. [hal. 
Younger daughter’s husband said by mother ...... n-chada-keet-toon-tla- 
rs 
4 ENGLISH. SkIDEGATE DraLect.| Masser D1ALecr. 
POrphan .....-....0c00e cerereserees tl-kin-git-a. 

Father whose children have 
f GE cri cwcevsesisennwens _..| ge-tul-ing-hai-loo-a. 
Still-born child..........++--++++ ko-da-ka-tlug-d. 
Bod decseccccescseeeee coven sseeee| SUn-1-0-tlat-dus. 
MUNA dc dee cwleressccsesconecseseens .| ka-tlun-dai. 
Meena stvee sSadusssweress hai-de-tan-a. 
dae as davaaagin see ska-ga 
ead bOdY......ssceeerereeeeeeee tl-ko-da 

Tomb-house....-.+.-sseeeereerees sa-tling-un-nai. 

Box for the dead ....-+.-.-+-++ sa-tling-un. 
Hat (any covering for head) .| ta-tsung. 
- Head-dress of feathers.......-. hi-tun-wa. 

oe - 
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ENGLISH. SKIDEGATE DIALECT. 
IMASICN.; o5025.c.,0cetertpareanennen ni-xung-wa. 
Medicine-man’s necklace of 
PONG. c,.0 ee ckoeeeeaeas eoaenee hl-ki-sta-ge. 
Loin-cloth, or breech-cloth ...| hi-kit-ki-kl-gé. ’ 
Moccasin <.asssceeaseeaemaet eran stal-kun-gi. 
Blanket-<sis. scseseare-meesanewess gat. 
Paint,black;..cc:@= sissnurenee hai-da-mas-t. 
CL POM wesc beeeaeebaeerenens mesh. 
>) yellow ahisthenperces steer kun-tlulh. 
Tattoo mark, seas kerseceseee ki-da. 
Tattoo marks on arms......... hia-ki-da. 
Buelkskeincacieaeeeece ph eesceane: whoon. 
Beaver skinw siesed-scdonsceers tsoon-kul. 
Otter*skins ec. sirecce- wensatarees nai-ke. 
Awl; of bone hitetrrates-d eer: kit-ul-kow or kwo-stlin 
SIMOW Sincscveaseeeeueeeh bacaaceeces hat. 
Thread, of sineW %....0.2.s060+. hai-thul-ga. ~ 
Thread Of slit pi beaeiee: kai-tlul. 
Pole lodge Tet eecepet nas-koo-sil. 
Slab lod gextirsttsstse. 4a. eseetes na. 
Doorway of lodge..........s.006. kiu. 
Smoke-holemecsisese eeeeeeee sare ki-nit. 
Mat. (biuret eysem ee aita ere il-gush. 
Bed cc ec eter ee tai-dun. 
Fire: i 6 ee ee tsa-no. 
Blaze ...ieise isc tees cee tecman tine ko-ha-qung. 
Living coals .i...:scsdccskense ss tas. 
Dead =~ 2 SSE eoctaae eaten stun. 
ABHCG rc tee cent ee cee ern teen eee hi-tul-hait. 
Sinitokes isttem ee astewieeecmtes kai-ow. 
Soot eee Per ee cetcacteaeemoes hul-kat. | 
Fixe-place .....scersinssccreonanss tsan-oo-dan. : 
HiTO-WOOGsanccc enue cas steal tt ette tsan-00. 
Poker hc. sirrcncscrecka te aeentee kin-i-hl-tow. 
Half-burnt brands..............- kot-hul. 
Bowl WOO scctecs cheresene eter tl-két. 
Bow-8tring <<) cs: ceskbocs sn ¥ eres slan. 
APTOW decoveeencih Sabmeceee ren nenen kung-al. 
Notch in end of arrow (for 
bow-strinig) -\, -srsckenee oats slo-sta-rai. 
Arrow-head of bone............ skoods-i-ta-lung. 
GUO rhiesckensneetaeteteene eemens xa-tl. 
QUIVEI: ss. coreeaheneac hen eee tren how-it-kwo-de. 
‘Wiaisclirbie axiesteceseeeeeee ners shid-ze. 
War-spearx:iovcen see eeeses xatl. 
Fish-Spear civiccscccsatteaserebens ki-to. 


Armour of sea-lion’s skin....| xit-as-ko. 
Helmet of same material....| shutl-tad-zung. 
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ENGLISH. SKIDEGATE DIALECT. 
Canoe kloo 
MRE Sls oe cain s voila bine Selig kow-xa 
BNP PEE Oa BNO Asancanie, dfckecwcs gin. 
mane, Of kelp......-.2.....05.0., tl-gai. 
ES ee eee ka-tlioo. 
oe ee eee ta-whul. 
BP, WE RLOUG Iai dceecnca.es skads-oot-la. 
Pipe-stém, of wood...... .....| kwat-skads-ow. 
Ser se rere eereereer skadl-ho. 
Large wooden dish ..........- kai-tla. 
SER oe eet ee ka-nil-o. 
BELONG MOTLAT........0seeeseceenes ta-ro. 
atone pestle..............0«5. ....| ta-ro-tsung. 
ECPAETIL Sy ole. eevse-sed ss see hi-kai-ge. 
Horn ladle...... REN idtcdate ses skood-sla-gul. 
RUNNING, cols suntv) Recs cscss kitlxow. 
Adze.. Das Cee hss paceudcect WOES 
RENT His cada) acetone eso uue es skow. 
Knife-handle ..........--. s++++ skow-gi-qué. 
Knife-point ...... ...sessee-eees skow-kai. 
ESS fo ee skow-ko-na. 
ES eres skow-skwe. 
Seraper .....-.0.seeeerssereeeeeees katl-ka-tla. 
Ee ae aie Speer ka-tul-o. 
“Woman’s fish-knife ............ ta-ka-do. 
ES eae a en A hul-kwa-his-ta. 
IIE Cocos ondivion cabevevescve ki-ra. 
ENative tobacco .........--...0+. hai-da-kwul-ra. 
EEN divers nes woasveewetaeses ki-a-huls-a-goo-da. 
.. _ | RS SR SESE Peer git. 
Wooden rattle.........--...-088: shi-sha. 
ska-lung. 
tsung. 
Booaatesusesse hoots 
tan. 
yis-koo 
ha. 
kat. 
klik-a 
mut. 
si-ang 
ka-gun 
koo-hoo 
sista ota sli-goo. 
koh. 
owh-te 
tas-qa. 
koo-dze 
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ENGLISH. SKIDEGATE DIALECT. 
Weasel ...... ..c0c0508 sdveceronves klig-a-ski-da.  [has. 
WY Oe ous ssnecs ott secs? eeeseee .| tl-kun-ko-stal, or wuh- 
Whale (whale-bone) . ......... kewoon. 
Whale (killer) ...... -...<..--: ska-goot. 
POPPOISe .......002 voveeceeeveneee skwul. 
Seal.) cit. tects se enenpeeninenree hoot. 
Fur-s@al<s..0 00.20.0002 scassecssen kwoun. 
Antler <o. 0.2.0 essa erreur em kwa-i-hil-kian 
Bone (of animal)............... skood-ze. 
Claw “ dssddaw Se gudenn| SCORE 
Dung 9 aearonsscenea na-re. 
incr lk eee een stlan-e 
Fat ihe sGcbenGomtnaeC kai-joo. 
Gullet<= > -s Geieoere en reses ka-gin-zoo. 
HOOL = 8 serene net aorer sta-koon. 
Hair Kier eee aee en oreres tL-kow. 
Heart 6-2) otf iuceorenceecs koo-ga, 
Joint BE PSNI Vrs Seeger koo-lo. 
Das lcs Me Tce es IRS 253. tl-koo-hoo-whe. 
BlGejay iia.2-s sees atee ents cee neers klai-tlat. 
GROW Avis: sees teehee teeeedaatnees kaltz-da. 
RaVeiicveives.. vos see sht-c traces ns ho-ya. 
CEAING :\s2ictenes veneekene sateen. hl-ko. 
Duck (mallard) .......... ...... ha-ha 
Eagle (white-headed) ......... koot. 
Grouse. (blue). .2...<cseeneces skow 
Goose (Canada) ....5.te.c....05 hl-ki-toon. 
Gail). iSik dice kels pes targuaccumous skin. 
Humming: bird \'s2:7:.0te ans ka-tsi-ta-tsoo-a. . 
B Frases) Pome terse ee Lee Cte té-tl. 
Od .asiendsadesser-seodteveersdnas kut-kwun-és. 
Pelicati ices nade’ Sadsodecaweent skai. 
PIGEON GEM) .0<Aocownt een aneres ska-tung-a. 
SW Vissicncsl nce emma dev ades onus tl-whoon. 
Shag... sc ccs yw entee kane kel-o. 
Teal (green-winged) .......... chi-goots-rid. 
Woodpecker ;.cesneevaevrenpaes sloots-a-da. 
Beak or- bill.cvcc onsaceen eens koo-da. 
Mouth (of ‘bird eo 2egscenec het-lé 
Tongue (of bird) ...... ...| tang-il 
Wings! wstsh 00). ee eanrtoeeteeny hia. 
Claw ica eved sven eececanaeanemenaeente ta-koon 
Hog, Jet issivicdos dexter eee kow. 
Shell of egg ss-.ec hy aceaea eee hl-tul-ga-re. 
Yolk Of O88 .....c.sssespoeesseans xis-hat-de-gai. 
White of ‘opir..i. cae ceeceeenee xth-a-de-gai. 
Dog:-fisht .scs20twsrcaye etree ka-hud-a. 
Halibut ic.. Shek ate escent hah-ko. 
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Salmon, (hook-bill) ..........+ tai-e. 
| (small red).....c...++ ta-hit. 
be (dog-tooth) ........+. ska-gi. 
‘o Clargest).......csse0- ta-run. 
PATNI dalle Su ncennsecgactesasesseses ta-tlut. 
BONE a. sweses inv ingevenseye es ka-hut-ta-ow-ga. 
PPGTYIDG .....sece wcctesensneeees Tnung. 
Flounder ............sseeesesseees tal. 
Oolachen ......5......sessessseees sd-0w. 
Pollock ........4 seeees bédasx thane skill. 
RBPICGLOD 5c. n 5 sve ew ence cceecnses skill-te-ga. 
MMR Penincgcasocetausuy, waenes wnses08 stai-dai. 
_Large-headed cod.............+5 ska-qai. 
Sculpin .......0. ceeeeesereee cree es kai-yé and kla-ma. 
BPG sc ncsdoecrssceevaseseess skial. 
Clams (small species)......... ka-ga. 


' Clams (large species)......... 


skow. 


DOMGHEL |. sncnnan0secasassrssncinaa= kul. 

C6 large) .cseseeeseseecees ta-haow. 
Rock cod (red) .......+-..++++- skun. 

. (black) ......-..40s: kits-ha-lang. 
Crab (COMMON) ......++eeeeee+s ko-stan. 

“ (large rough).....-.....- hoo-ga. 
OCTOPUS ....eeeeeeeereetereeteneees n00. 
Sea-urchin (large).......-..+.- ki-un-qa. 

Ls (small) .......--.+ kai-oots-ai-ool-ta. 
PGE PBI cw 2 onan cv co.derdeceseoeee ska-um. 
Rye cove ddenes se vewesnesssn Xi-tra. 
Mouth (of fish)......-..s+00+-e++ xin-e-he-tli. 


Hye (0f fish)....-...sssseeeeeeers kin-e-hung-e. 


 STlig OS A GR nee eee eeeerreine Xi-in. 
RPh oe cone avcoossns oa wees Xin-1-hia. 
Belly fin ....eesseseeeseres ceeees hun-i-luri. 
SPER REDS Re osc declvie se cscerades ee tl-koon-a. 
BRN RIN IPT ee ace cc et oece sey aiswetee ee sta. 
“Se Ii eee caper er cee eenae .| hull. 
Herring CGS. ssveeecseseeeeeees kow. 
Salmon Chie cate oe cae cee oe Xt. 
eialtouG: 8! ec cecensecaee Rete oe .| hah-ko-kled-a. 
INTEL pyece Scene ee ecBer BEE Cr OCED koot-is-ka-how. 
SECM ecss ae ceaees cass ve meant skal. 
Gomer =< Pera csae ieee neds se skat. 
Fly cevseecccescseneceeeseeseneeennes kwul-hai-quun. 
Mosquito ......-s000 ph aawas ace tshi-kul-di-gwa. 
Spider ..ceeeevee veeeeereees aden er kwot-zé-a. 
PNGe OTS + ecwiesccscess naar es skans-a-skin-an. 
IORRH AS cSpention aces soredone Besa tee hil. 
TSPARICH Gocdccacerse cia) ssates eases} MUGS. 
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ENGLISH. SKIDEGATE DIALEcT. 
Outside bark.....0..cseeeeeseeeee hits-gun-til. 
Inner 6b odaweeeeeneeeseer ki-na. 
DUK’. docu wiactatreeeeuareer --| tsoo-e 
Stump .rcsece veeceeeeseene: eeeeees kwul-re 
Rot ¢.o.vyseewerseudlecmevevet snes hling-a. 
Mail) LOOTB= cverctieestesiseeererees skoos-run-da. 
Leaves Of Spruce .....ssereeeees hi-kung-wa. 
Clouds: .:v.ncteaoreenaenervecetercies kai-ow. 
SEy..cccssessececcscevscnscecseveres yen. 
HOEIZOn aktabeeteaecmesescre- oes kwaist-sin-wash. 
Sint ated eaessatetroenscees se tzoo-ré. 
WLOOM (at oe sincach de Wewayeseeve sean kung. 
Half MOON..s.cescvcsysorersersss keung-in-we. 
Crescent MOON. ....9..ecveren-« kung-hi-hatl-a. 
Stare <.scasicame nekeaiversc eahabereen kai-tza. 
Shooting star ..s.ccesccereeseees kai-tzoon-a-re. + 
IAULOLAiaacowsuen dchueee ee reodeseee yun-ko-ka. 
Rain DO Wasiatere aesemieeee Cocint aes kwot-sa-kwo-kun, 
HOG sco. ssenaesescwentoustadens owns yen-in-tung-wa-ta, 
Pir sit when qusiectidewainebee-dnetcates kul-oong-tal. 
Sows. cssoogen muna teecacmertent ta-ow. 
Hails ccuusecas ta saeiacaine doused ka-tsa-lung. 
Rotate cee rodcenctinn aecoactecanc kul-i-ga. 
TGiGle ccascteasteeetsen ee netesces ta-di-stil-goon. 
SWisitGr sce tescat kh oclaintetacionn eles ste kun-tl. 
Image reflected by water....| £lig-a-hons-é. 
iG. tdaaceothaanoccemee meee ee skwul-ré. 
IW AWG: cua caciatak cacseneine dat antntess loo. 
Gut rait, :fucotorusateetacisensoaees fz00-a and kwoh-ying. 
GY. «10 .s0ceessstaledeeew suveweced 200-kwe-tlul. 
DRAIN: oucmccticacadecaneeeeetenns tall. 
PTR UN GSP 50.5 cance coesttanasseeeceer hi-ling-a. 
Lightning xis Cease ante aa ates DEEN skut-ka-ul-ta. 
CVV ADIL os <Siane'cansuneicnmecainacqneess ta-jow. 


North wind 


Bae eee e wore eersseee 


hiow. 


N orth-east UVHLUL Glia crate ciatslae (aerate kwo-still. 
East wind ee cencecerecvccccs aeee ka-di-sta-ka-doo. 
South-exst wind) vececssseswnccns hiw. 

West Wind swans cascechtrasscvonsye ka-hoost-a-ga. 
North-west wind ............... kli-gist-koonst. 
W bitiwaind snes. deences 5 east ta-dzo-kat-re. 
The: rounds... vac hewnsws eee tl-ga. 

DUB tivscs ceelnes yest care wae eee kin-whoo-lung. 
Miu ...22 cies che ate oaaedoncra REET xan. 

atid .c.cce deipan einen ceeetes on oeene tas. 

Salts. sasisiesesdscauagavenecseteeee tang-a 

SOME! ccceaanetcute eeenaecen nee hl-ka. 

North 
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ENGLISH. SKIDEGATE DIALECT. 


Hast ........ eco hate fa peer 
ST Utne ces coe heat es 
BVIGHL. «cotton: De en Ree 


sun-dlung-hil-ga. 
Xi00 
.| je-we-kai-geun. 


were eee eesceseeres 


eee e wees 


ORE ORR eaeene ae eee ict 
Ce Rone ae er 


eee meee eee eee ee ete eeeesees 


Bete ete wees 


ESPOUS ...0svscstocsevies nrecccovece|eesescesneesneseeseseenvees 


oe eee Bes yp a | hole ae eh pe Sie 


ee 


BTVE! cncwsece ss 


ae ehube ctisnysy Bap Pee STL aie Ee eee 
BrROTiie ssn eons staccedsocescewces| es cetviss2 Se : 
od eee eRe ee ale, eee See 


ae were nett eeee 


Oo aes ae Re aieae cates! 
ie ar ba ee ashe re 


ee sete et vee eee 


ETE RV Gee See vc ccteve sideonasce sees toda? Sus BMY ge Sane Me 
DIT EOOH srs0s, cess 7 ae aoa lnc sacoa tee SeRnt adiee odes 
POA LOGIN ieee v'ves sede ves ss Bose as es enoeek da seme ies te 


TT WENty -.cceeceec ee areeereeeeerece|seeeeens Midi deck osn cays 


Twenty-One.......sseeeseeeeeeens 


Twenty-four .....:eeseeeeeeeeeees 
BEA VOAT. 1... .cseececeeerscceesoes 
OS eee eee 

Half of the Moon........ee«.-- 

rar TOON. 5 bas scccestsesce. Py cla See eee, 
BRETT TMOGIes sess seecccter mets denc 
_ Day 
_ Night 


were et eewlene 


Perr eere ere eee ee ee eee 
eee ee ener eran eeee PPrrerere rei Creer eee 


PC ee ee wr eO eo ee eo Oem en neee 


BMP IAW iyodescucesveeses Reece: a0 
nitty Cee oe Oren cere eee 


a Noon COLEMAN SACS N ele ee Cee cn sear sf esses PUR EAU Ey es e:0r8') e9\8:0.9 


seme eee eres es eM ae ee eerssse® 


oO 
\ 


were Cee eee Pee eee eee eee ees 


eeeeee 


Masset DIALeEot. 


hla-hl. 
kin-hlith. 
sus-in-dil. 


.| hlal-kin-dil. 


ohlh. 
si-ét. 
Mus. 


.| ut-ta. 
.| ses-a-ki-dung. 


tsd-um-d. 
hlal-ké-dis. 
SWwaN-SUNgG. 
stoong-a. 
tl-kwun-thl. 
stan-sung. 

klé-tha. 

k:loo-un-thl. 

sik-wa. 
sta-en-sung-a. 
kla-al-swan-sin-goo. 
klal. 
klal-wok-swan-sung. 
klal-wok-stoong. 


.| klal-wok-tl-kwun-hl. 


klal-wok-stan-sung-a. 
lug-ws-wan-go. [sung. 
lug-ws-wan-wok-swan- 
lug-ws-wan-wok- 
stoong. 


| lug-ws-wan-wok-tl- 


kwul-ihl. 
lug-ws-wan-wok- 

stan-sung. 
sim-kina. 
kung-kais-gh. 
kung-kais-kin-0e. 
kung-ké-dlang. 
kung-in-0e. 


ut-ka-gun. 


al-ga. 


sin-Swan-sin. 
sand-lin-hait. 
sing-ai. 


sin-tut-z4. 
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ENGLISH. SkIDEGATE D1aLEct.| Masset DIALECT. 
SUnSOt .cssecssesvesvvecs wees oo a:teinl sel seulee slant Saeneaeinnns sing-t-d. 
Midnight .........cccsepareeereecslecescscessseesssuscnnensos al-yak. 
Day before yester day ss sewers efatetraldte eM belth -vtonnen a nnn a-dahl-tabist. 
Yesterday ..ccecssccessssecssscecelanneoeccrsessserenscascsers a-dahl. 
TO-dAY .ssecesceescesscecseessersceleccsccnsccesscnnscesecwon ss ai-yut 
NOW os ivddes diuvtdeWivtaecessrpteepltnntearententttsbasse acne ta et-an. 
Past tities 225. svieasvetdoverssssle, enter es eb See tohas > hennaws a-wahl 
Future ime. sess cccccescecsees Sy LL Soeeue tian tate enea sins kwat. 
ONE MAD, .....0ssdevsvwevvevecsssclacsss+nansecacteveonasesa ns hai-da-swan-sung. 
Throw wreM ser sae adneds bees ee es ocler ccna: saenete Ota ana on hai-da-kwun-thl. 
BOW HICH . coceds saeaetedae osansata|scoeseesaseen spe Rsnns aatane hai-da-kow-ga. 
Many MeM.ecccrescevsceccrerssee|secceven reovenecesesesesees hai-da-hwan-qa. 
Ove WOME sch swesenvNerevoew. cul ics veh ata ereenne ema cen nish-wa-da-swan- 
7 SUNG. 
One Og... sive seabiaaiserevesenfeoes|ssttnasssass2ersuesazamar at ha-swan-sung. 
TWO CO 28s essa ca detiewwe tore sw aoe terse ee ke ener ha-stin-gd. 
Three: dOgs essameaversccsnstviea|arkessMepser¥ Pebenncvaaees ha-whun-ihl. 
Few dog 8) sawed. it ccvveueetal testes ent Poy ties ae eae ha-ge-ki-whit-z0o. 
Many Gg sssssoveicenevescceseslacrsssssecnatensuncassennis ha-kwan-ga. 
All the dogs mstngi.i vic. .ssmqatte eis ee renee ane eaas ha-ge-wa-tloo-gun. 
ENGLISH. Masset Draect. REMARKS. 
Cat Sises esaedse vias settee e eetiteruae ein toos. Corruption of puss. 
TLGiiper ta. eeeseticen aeet aa wackebatts kaiu-tin Chinook. 
Saddle oatirwertie ici erevmweede wohl-git-lan-o0. 
Aime AWS AS. Rorettttrdadocenns kiutl-tzow. Long handle. 
AM POP ys ies Pee esaeee savawew dd klal-kow. 
Awl (of m6tal). cic, (ccovewaneos kit-il-kow. 
Fl amd-O ral) 2.0 taedeens once tl-ki-a-ka. 
Brooiie (eye. game mecate tate tl-ki-ak-talo. 
Camb vis scien Head ehvew centres tl-ki-tlun-ga. 
Knife Ser Me beer erres yatz-kwt-kwung-a. Knife that folds. 
ETIEO’., s cecatensttteys cach Nude anes ya-tza. 
Flor ke: S570 te ctiweant tntawwes otayier kut-ta-ow. To lift food. 
ition in Gi ai7 5 ee tee kl-il-hla. . 
Tron Kettle: erties cceriras ts-tlang-o0. | 
Tin plate. ..v... (eee tess .| ki-kla@-tl-tla. 
Solssorsts.4 eit. ener dhesceeed tsai-to. : 
Table vietatecetsae Wiedacvoomones kit-ta-tin-e. 
Pistol at ana tzook-koo-kwoot-200. . 
Fling gun withweae aveaedade tzook-koo-ké-gang-a. 
Ranored J. cis asteedeecesnesaras tun-sta-o. 
Cannon’ fiedtQar We ledidecates kwan-tow. 
Bullet sdneetwitaetscceatd klas-ka-kit-ta. 
POWOr ....secudtee Wipe ateenesa Clee hai Burns fast. 


} 
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ENGLISH. SKIDEGATE DIALECT. REMARKS. 
BR aoe Sates cesicbtisvc esd caens yr-é-dzi. 
RM cas seencebsicus antici egnasieh sos xt-quil-hui. 

BOE a can akcesiaanise iets ‘ene tal-hka. 

ll SR ree ta-tsung. 

MMM Made oeisrocied isdn escttde ovis xit-is-koo. 

ee sko-stow. 

7 whal-tis-koo. 

EOL wasisiesesens, aijeanceere ses koon. 

RR Ail be SEBS dlniee' doh Sub ds ska-tl-koon. 

BOE weeeynCoticne a sestsnennes stas-kai-gé-tl-ka-dla. 

SS hil-a-hul-ta-ow. 

oo eee kun-tai-giat. 

0 a tl-kit-kie. 

Match (friction)................ ta-koon-tloo. 
ROU tise snicpseweinwe nn av version kwul. 

TS ee sw sepqenss kin-tat-kas. 

BEA SGETING .ocesyeceosee weeves stil-gie. 

IN caceinn sie ss <Si maps ons hans-hang-oo. 

a héo. 

EEO coc cans sen tns vers <ner or ki-gun-tja-go. 

BOE eo Secccn cop cains ed vcvseveess kil-ka-lan-oo. Speech written down 
MN Oe. Flin incessvanes ccstes 6 v0 kieu. [sha-hi-da. 
BAMLSPPLOter: ...2...caccscccsresses ha-la-wun-i-shush-ki- 
_Peace-maker between stran- 

BES veracincsantvae oounscaceaion kl-kuns-ti-qui-shoo. 

"2 
"4 
¥ 
f 
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APPENDIX C. 


ON SOME MARINE INVERTEBRATA 


FROM THE 


QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS. 


BY J. F. WHITEAVES. 


The whole of the specimens belonging to the species enumerated in 
the following lists were collected by Dr. G. M. Dawson and his brother, 
Mr. Rankine Dawson, in the summer season of 1878, on the eastern 
coast of the Queen Charlotte Islands, along its whole extent, and off 
the northern extremity of Graham Island, between Virago Sound and 
North Island. : 

With the exception of a few and for the most part common littoral 
forms, which were found to be very generally distributed, it has been 
thought desirable to place on record the exact locality and station at 
which each species was obtained, by dredging or otherwise, although 
the doing of this has necessarily involved some reiteration which 
might otherwise have been avoided. 

For valuable notes on the echinodermata and corals, and for the 
descriptions of new species of Archaster and Solaster, the writer is 
indebted to Prof. A. E. Verrill, of Yale College. Mr. W. H. Dall, of 
the Smithsonian Institution, Washington, has kindly examined and 
identified some of the smaller and more critical species of mollusca, 

The crustacea collected by Dr. Dawson on the coast of Vancouver, 
as well as at the Queen Charlotte Islands, have been reported on 
separately by Prof. S. I. Smith, of Yale College. 

A curious fact, established by these collections, is the occurrence at 
the Queen Charlotte Islands of several species of marine mollusca 
previously found only much further to the southwards, and hitherto 
supposed to be peculiar to the Californian fauna. The most notable of 
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these are Leda celata, Hinds; Bryophila setosa, Carpenter ; Mitromorpha 
filosa, Carpenter ; Odostomia straminea, Carpenter ; Lamellaria Stearnsii, 
Dall; Volutella pyriformis, Carpenter ; Amphissa versicolor, Dall. 

Among the corals, too, the only locality previously known for 
Paracyathus caltha was Monterey. 

The following is a list of all the species recognised so far, but the 
foraminifera, hydrozoa, and polyzoa, of which a rather extensive series 
was procured, have yet to be studied: 


SPoNGID&. 


Grantia ciliata, Fabricius. Dredged at moderate depths and at various 
localities on the coast of the Queen Charlotte Islands, also at 
‘Vancouver. 

Tethea, Sp. undt. Not yet examined. Houston-Stewart Channel, in 


from 15 to 20 fathoms, two fine specimens. 
HypRoipA. 


Allopora venusta, Verrill. Houston-Stewart Channel, in from 15 to 20 
fathoms, five specimens, 
This species is placed in this division on the authority of Prof. Verrill. 


" ANTHOZOA. ’ 
Balanophyllia elegans, Verrill. With the preceding; also in 20 fathoms, 
at the mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, several fine specimens. 
Paracyathus caltha, Verrill. Same localities and depths as the last 
species, 


“Numerous specimens, of various sizes and varying considerably 
in form, from narrow and nearly cylindrical to broad cup-shaped.” — 


Verrill. 


OPHIUROIDEA. 


— Ophioglypha Lutkeni, Lyman. Abundant at Dixon Entrance, in 111 


fathoms. 
'« These are larger than the original specimen described by Lyman, 
and show some variation. On the pasal portion of the arms there are 
two tentacle-scales. The radial-shields are long oval, with the inner 


end pointed ; they only touch each other in the middle. Mouth-shields 


_ broad spear-shaped, the outer end broad and alittle prolonged, obtusely 


rounded ; the side angles prominent and rounded; the inner end trian- 
gular, with slightly incurved sides. Arm spines three, acute, the 
upper one. considerably longest. The arms, towards the base, are high, 
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with a slight dorsal ridge. Color, ash-gray above, white below.” — 

Verrill. 

Ophiopholis Careyi, Lyman. Mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 
fathoms, not very common. 

“ Agrees with the description of the original type.’—Verrill. The 
correctness of the identification of this and of the preceding species 
has also been corroborated by Col. Lyman, to whom specimens of both 
were sent. 


Amphiura urtica, Lyman. Virago Sound, in from 8 to 15 fathoms. 
Several small specimens. Determined by Prof. Verrill, who 
remarks concerning them : 

“They have few small spinules on the plates near the edge of the 
disk. The under arm-plates are squarish, with a notch on the outer 
edge, as in the original specimens.” 


ASTERIOIDEA. 


Asterias epichlora, Brandt. (?) Littoral, and apparently not very 
common. 

“Rays five. Spines of dorsal surface evenly distributed, nearly 
equal, rather long, somewhat enlarged and sulcate at the tips, and sur- 
rounded, above the base, by a thick wreath of minor pedicellariz. 
Adambulacral spines in two rows, slender. Ventral spines longer, 
stouter, obtuse, sulcated at tips, forming four close rows.”—Verrill. 


Asterias ochracea, Brandt. The most common of the littoral species 
collected. 


Asterias hexactis, Stimpson. Found sparingly at or near low-water 
mark, 


Leptasterias. (“Near LZ. Mulleri and Z. tenera.”) Virago Sound, in 
from 8 to 15 fathoms, several small and poorly preserved 
specimens, 

“Rays five, slender. Adambulacral spines slender, mostly two to a 
plate. Lateral and dorsal spines slender, not crowded.”—Verrill. 
Pycnopodia helianthotdea, (Brandt.) Stimpson. Below low-water mark 

in Skidegate Inlet, but rather uncommon. 

Solaster. Stimpsoni, Verrill. Sp. noy. Beach at Ramsay Island, five or 
Six specimens. 

“This species is allied to S. endeca of the North Atlantic. It hay a 
smaller disk and longer rays, usually ten innumber. One of the larger 
dried specimens has the radius of the disk 1:25 inches; of the rays 4 to 
4°50 inches. Color of the disk and base of rays, above, light red ; lower 
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surface yellowish. The rays are long, round, regularly tapered. 
Upper surface covered with clusters of small blunt spinules or paxille, 
' mostly six to eight in a group, on the rays; and ten to twelve on the 

disk, where they are more crowded. In smaller specimens there are 
fewer spinules in the clusters. These spinules are larger, stouter, 

more obtuse and more numerous than in S. endeca. On the lower side 

the interbrachial spaces are smaller than in S. endeca, with fewer 
_ plates, each of which bears a close group, usually of four or five taper- 
ing spinules, rather larger than those of the dorsal surface, and much 
stouter and fewer than the corresponding spinules of S. endeca. The 
plates forming the lower margin of the disk are less prominent than in 
_ 8S. endeca ; and each bears a transverse group of about twelve to sixteen 
spinules, similar to those of the sides and under surface of the rays: 
Along the grooves each adambulacral plate bears on its inner end two 
small, short, tapered spines, which form a longitudinal row, and outside 
of these a transverse row of about eight, much longer and larger, tap- 
ered spines, with rough, blunt tips. These are stouter, less acute and 
less rough than those of S. endeca. The oral plates bear six strong and 
rather long spines at the inner end, the middle ones. longest. These 
_ are stouter and not so long as those of S. endeca. 


“This is, possibly, the form called Asterias endeca, var. decemradiata 
by Brandt (Solaster decemradiatus Stimp). But Brandt gave no 
description whatever.’—Verrill. 


BSolaster Dawsoni, Verrill. Sp. nov. Virago Sound, in from 8 to 15 
fathoms, one specimen. 

“Of this species I have seen but a single dried specimen, with 
twelve rays. Radius of the disk, -80 of an inch; of the rays, 2°10. It 
has the general appearance and proportions of S. endeca, as seen from 
above, but resembles Crossaster papposus beneath. The plates of the 
upper surface and their clusters of spinules are even smaller, more 
“numerous and more crowded than in the former species, there being 
‘usually ten to twelve minute and short spinules to each plate. The 
plates, when denuded of spines, are small, rounded and convex. The 
marginal plates are prominent, and each bears a prominent transverse 
- group of numerous, small, slender spinules, forming two rows of about 

twelve to fourteen each. The interbrachial spaces, beneath, are very 
small and narrow, with few plates, each of which bears a group of 
three or four slender spinules. These spaces are very much smaller 
than in S. decemradiatus, and still smaller as compared with S. endeca. 
The adambulacral plates bear a longitudinal group of three, rather 
long, slender spines on the inner end, and outside of these a transverse 
yi group of four or five, scarcely larger ones. The oral plates bear six 
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long, blunt spines, the middle ones longest. The adambulacral spines 
especially the inner ones, are much larger and longer than in S. endeca 
the latter usually having but two very small inner ones. 

“ Asterias afinis and A. alboverrucosa Brandt are probably a single 
species of Solaster or Crossaster, but the descriptions are very brief and 
imperfect. The former was deseribed only from a figure of a young 
specimen. Both are one inch in diameter of disk. Both are described 
as having ten rays, with large scattered clusters of dorsal spines 
(“papille ”), and as resembling C. papposus. The number of rays 
cannot be regarded as a specific character. They may really belong 
to O. papposus.” —V errill. 


Oribrella leviuscula, Stimpson. Common, from low-water mark to 15 or 
20 fathoms. 


Dermaster imbricatus, Perrier. 
(=Asteropsis imbricata, Grube, 1857. <A. Agassiz, North 
American Starfishes, 1877; p. 106, pl. xv., figs. 1-7.) 
A rather common and brilliantly coloured, littoral species, found at. 
several localities. 
Asterina miniata, Brandt. (Sp.) Near low-water mark, abundant 
locally. 


Mediaster cequalis, Stimpson. Beach at Ramsay Island, one fine 
specimen only. 
Archaster Dawsoni, Verrill. Sp. nov. 


‘A large species, in form resembling A. tenuispinus of the North At- 
lantic. Radius of the disk, 65; of rays, 4 inches. The rays are long, 
flat, regularly tapered. The upper surface is loosely covered with 
small tubercles, bearing only circular groups of very minute, short 
paxille toward the margins of the rays; but along the-middle region 
of the rays and over the disk bearing a long, tapering, acute central 
spine, surrounded at base by a circle of small paxille; between the 
plates there are, over the whole surface, numerous pores. Along each 
ray, toward the marginal plates, there are, at irregular intervals, singu- 
lar groups of small. incurved spinules; usually three or four clusters, 
each cluster consisting of arow of three or four spinules, form one group ;, | 
the ends of all the spinules converge to a pore in the centre of the 
group. The upper marginal plates are small but prominent, and each | 
bears a long, rather stout, acute, erect spine, surrounded at’ base by a 
group of slender, unequal spinules. The lower marginal plates mostly _ 
bear three long and large divergent spines, the upper one largest, and | 
rather longer than those of the upper plates; between and around their 
bases there are slender spinules, The adambulacral plates bear upon | 
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the inner edge a rounded group of about six very slender, blunt spines, 
the two lateral ones very short, the middle ones long ; outside of these 
there is a transverse row, usually of three much longer and larger, 


blunt spines.” —Verrill. 


Dixon Entrance, in 111 fathoms, one fine, living specimen. 


EcHINOIDEA. 
Dendraster excentricus, Valenciennes. (Sp.) Beach in Virago Sound. 


Loxechinus purpuratus, Stimpson. (Sp.) Near low-water mark and in 
shallow water, common. Some of the specimens are six inches 
and a quarter in diameter. 


Strongylocentrotus Drobachiensis (Muller) A. Agassiz. Masset Inlet and 


elsewhere, at low tides, with the variety chlorocentrotus, Brandt. 
Abundant. 


BRACHIOPODA. 


Laqueus Californicus, Koch. Fifty fathoms, mud, off Metla-Katla, a 
few dead shells. 


Terebratella transversa, Sowerby. (T. caurina, Gould.) Mouth of 
Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 fathoms; Houston-Stewart Channel, in 
15-20 fathoms. Common, living, and of large size, at both local- 
ities. 

LAMELLIBRANCHIATA, 


Zirphea crispata, Linneus. Beach north of Cumshewa Harbour, a 
large, worn, right valve. 

Saxicava rugosa, Lamarck. Dolomite Narrows and Masset Inlet, first 
expansion. 


Mya truncata, Linneus. Dolomite Narrows and beach between 
Virago Sound and North Island. 


_ Cryptomya Californica, Conrad. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, one 


valve. 


Nera pectinata, Carpenter. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, and 


Dixon Entrance, in 111 fathoms; one specimen from each locality. 


Kennerlia filosa, Carpenter. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, three 
specimens, .— 


_ ‘Thracia curta, Conrad. With the preceding, one example. 


‘ Lyonsia Californica, Conrad. One young, living specimen, from the 


same locality as the two last-named species. 
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Entodesma saxicola, Baird. Rocks at low water. 
Mytilimeria Nuttaili, Conrad. With the last species. 


Siliqua patula, Dixon. Beach between Masset and Rose Point, several 
dead but very perfect and well-preserved shells. 


Psammobia rubroradiata, Nuttall. Mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 
fathoms, one dead shell. 

Macoma inguinata, Deshayes. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, one 
specimen. 

Macoma sabulosa, Spengler, var. Dixon Entrance, Q.C.1, in 111 
fathoms, three examples. 


Macoma inconspicua, Broderip and Sowerby? Large variety. Virago 
Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, one perfect shell and a single valve. 


Macoma Carlottensis, Nov. sp. 


Fig. 1. Macoma Carlottensis, left valve, nat. size. 


Shell small, moderately inflated, thickness rather more than one- 
half the height, inequilateral; valves slightly flexed to the right 
posteriorly ; test thin and fragile. 


Anterior side produced, evenly rounded at its extremity, and nearly 
twice as long as the posterior side ; posterior side short, much narrower 
than the anterior, subcuneiform, sloping convexly and abruptly from 
above downwards, and at last forming a subangular junction with the 
ventral margin below. Ventral margin gibbous in advance, ascending 
and much straighter behind. Beaks small, moderately prominent, 
incurved, and placed considerably behind the middle. Ligament short, 
external. 

Surface glossy, marked by very fine, close-set, concentric striations, 
and by a few, distant, lines of growth. Colour of young shells trans- 
lucent and often opalescent white or whitish. The lower portion of 
adult shells, when in good condition, is covered with a thin, pale ashen- 
gray epidermis, and the shells themselves are often tinged with a pale 
grayish or brownish hue. 

Right valve with two minute, widely diverging, cardinal teeth; left 
valve with a single, very small, narrowly triangular tooth, which 
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under the lens appears to be grooved down the middle; lateral teeth 
obsolete or nearly so. Pallial sinus profound, rounded at its extremity, 
and reaching beyond the centre of the valves. 
4 Bi stonaiGng: :—Length of an adult specimen, 6 lines; height of the 
same, 44 lines; thickness through the valves, 3 lines. 
ee ssotiail: in from 8 to 15 fathoms, abundant. 


Mera variegata, Carpenter. Dolomite Narrows, common; mouth of 
Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 fathoms, several. 


Standella falcata, Gould. Shore near camp between Virago and North 
Island, two single valves. 


Clementia subdiaphana, Carpenter. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, 
a large single valve. 


Psephis Lordi, Baird. Dixon Entrance, in 111 fathoms, and Virago 
Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, 


Venus Kennerleyi, Reeve. Mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 fathoms, 
many, but mostly small; Dolomite Narrows, and Houston-Stewart 
Channel, in 15-20 fathoms, not so common. 


Tapes staminea, Conrad. Shore between Virago and North Island, 
Dolomite Narrows, and 8 to 15 fathoms in Virago Sound. 


Sazidomus squalidus, Deshayes. Common at several localities. 
Cardium Nuttalli, Conrad. Abundant, and of very large size. 


Cardium blandum, Gould. Mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 fathoms, 
and Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms; mostly small, single 
valves, 


Astarte semisulcata, Leach? One dead valve, in 20 fathoms, off Metla- 
Katla. 

_ Astarte Esquimalti, Baird. (—Rhectocyma mirabilis, Dall.) Mouth of 

Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 fathoms, several. 


Miodon prolongatus, Carpenter. Dolomite Narrows, abundant; mouth 
of Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 fathoms, several; Houston-Stewart 
Channel, in 15 to 20 fathoms, three or four specimens. 


Venericardia borealis, Conrad, and var. ventricosa, Gould. Dixon 
Entrance, in 111 fathoms, four specimens; mouth of Cumshewa 
Harbour, in 20 fathoms, many, living; Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 
fathoms, three; off Metla-Katla, in 50 fathoms, and Dolomite 
Narrows ; common, but of small size. 

- Lucina filosa, Stimpson. Dixon Entrance, in 111 fathoms, a large 
single valve. 
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Ineina tenuisculpta, Carpenter. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, 
five small, living specimens. 

Oryptodon flexuosus, Montagu. Dixon Entrance, in 111 fathoms, three 
perfect specimens. 

Cryptodon serricatus, Gould. With the last ; also mouth of Cumshewa 


Harbour, in 20 fathoms, and Virago Sound, in from 8 to 15 


fathoms; one living shell from each of these localities. 


Diplodonta orbella, Gould. Mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 fathoms, 
plentiful, but mostly single valves; Houston-Stewart Channel, in 15 
to 20 fathoms, one dead but perfect shell. 


Kellia suborbicularis, Montagu. Dredged, living, at several localities. 


Turtonia minuta, Fabricius. Virago Sound, in from 8 to 15 fathoms, 
one large, single valve. 


Lepton rude, Nov. Sp. 
‘‘Tepton rude, Dall” M.S. 


Fig. 2. Lepton rude, left valve, nat. size. 


Sheil rather small, equivalve, inequilateral, tumid, but not quite as 
thick as high, most swollen on the postero-lateral and antero-lateral 
umbonal slopes, depressed in the middle, the depression extending 
from the beaks to the ventral margin; test thin and fragile. 

General outline subtrapezoidal, length much greater than the height 
base concavely and shallowly emarginate; superior border broadly 
compressed convex, sloping gently downwards posteriorly, and rather 
more rapidly so in advance; posterior and anterior ends subtruncate 
more or less obliquely above and rounded below; posterior side some- 
what longer than the anterior, and rather more pointed at its extremity 
below. Umbones broad and depressed; beaks compressed laterally, 
eroded, moderately prominent, curved forwards, and placed a little in 
advance of the middle. Posterior area ill-defined, indicated obscurely 
by an oblique and abrupt compression of the valves above and behind a 
rounded ridge or swelling, which runs in the direction of a line which 
might be drawn from the hinder side of the beaks to the posterior 
termination of the ventral margin. This ridge or prominence is 
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tolerably well defined in the umbonal region, but becomes obsolete 
in the middle of the shell. Lunule none; lunular region abruptly and 
obliquely compressed or inflected. 


_- Surface marked by coarse, crowded and irregularly disposed, concen- 
tric wrinkles or raised strie. As viewed under an achromatic micros- 
cope, with an inch and a half objective, the shell is seen {o be covered 
in places with an exceedingly minute, angular and irregular network 
of raised wrinkles and radiating striz. 
Colour :—Dark rusty-brown on the exterior of the valves (possibly 
due to the ferruginous nature of the mud or sand in which it lived), 
_ whitish on the beaks and umbones. Interior, porcellanous white. 

Dimensions of the only specimen collected :—Length, 10 lines; 
height, scarcely 7; thickness, 5 lines. 

Locality :—Virago Sound, in from 8 to 15 fathoms. One fine speci- 
men, the largest known, perfect and well-preserved on the outside, but 
with the interior of the valves much eroded and exfoliated, and the hinge 
teeth badly broken. 

This well-marked and very distinct species has long been known to 
Mr. W. H. Dall, whose M.S. name for it has been adopted here. The 
‘specimens in Mr. Dall’s possession are from Alaska and Monterey, so 
that the species appears to have a wide range on the west coast of 
North America. 


Tellimya tumida, Carpenter. Dolomite Narrows, four good specimens, 


Mytilus edulis, Linnzus. Dolomite Narrows, &c. 
Mytilus Californianus, Conrad. Beach in Houston-Stewart Channel. 
Modiola modiolus, Linnzus. Low-water to 10 fathoms, common, 


Crenella decussata, Montagu. Virago Sound, in from 8 to 15 fathoms, 
A single, very large example which measures nearly three lines in 
length by two and a half in height. 


Axincea septentrionalis, Middendorf, var. subobsoleta, Carpenter. Mouth 
of Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 fathoms, abundant and alive; also 
Houston-Stewart Channel, north of Prevost Island, in 15 to 20 
fathoms, where many specimens were obtained. At the Queen 
Charlotte Islands only the smooth form of this species has been 
observed. 


 Nueula tenuis, Montagu, var. lucida, Gould. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 
fathoms, several living specimens. 


Nucula (Acila) Lyall, Baird. With the preceding; also channel 
opposite Seal’s Head Island, in 70 fathoms. 
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Leda celata, Hinds. Houston-Stewart Channel, in from 15 to 20 
fathoms, a single but characteristic left valve. The most north- 
erly locality previously known for this species was the neigh- 
bourhood of San Francisco. 

Leda minuta, Miiller. Channel opposite Seal’s Head Island, in 1 
fathoms. Several specimens, apparently, of a very large, tumid 
form of this species. A number of examples of the variety caudata 
were dredged off Metla-Katla, in 20 fathoms of water. 

Yoldia lanceolata, J. Sowerby. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, 
several living, but small; also one valve, in 20 fathoms, off Metla- 
Katla. 

Bryophila setosa, Carpenter. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, four 
fine living specimens. Hitherto known only from Cape St. Lucas, . 
and between San Diego and San Pedro, California. 

Pecten hastatus, Sowerby. With the preceding, also Houston-Stewart | 
Channel, in from 15 to 20 fathoms; a single small specimen from 
each of these localities. 

Hinnites giganteus, Gray. From several localities, common. 


Placunanomia macroschisma, Deshayes. Virago Sound, in 8 to 18 
fathoms, and elsewhere, common. 


GASTEROPODA. 


Tornatina eximia, Baird. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, seven. 
specimens; Dixon Entrance, in 111 fathoms, two or three dead | 
shells; Dolomite Narrows, one dead shell. 


Cylichna alba, Brown. Dixon Entrance, in 111 fathoms, two specimens. . 
Siphonaria Thersites, Carpenter, var. One living specimen. 


Dentalium Indianorum, Carpenter. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, , 
one dead shell. 


Mopatlia ciliata, Sowerby. .A common littoral species, of which two: 
examples of the typical form were collected, and three of the: 
variety, or subspecies, Hindsii. 

Mopalia Wossnessenskyi, Middendorf. Two examples from low-water’ 
mark. 


Cryptochiton Stelleri, Middendorf. Beach at Skincuttle Inlet, also rocks 
at low-water in Houston-Stewart Channel. 


Katherina tunicata, Wood. Common at several places, living on rocks: 
at or near low-water mark. 
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Tonicella marmorea, Fabricius. Houston-Stewart Channel, in 15 to 20 
fathoms, two specimens. 


Tonicella lineata, Wood. Low-water, at several localities. 


Chetopleura Hartwegii, Carpenter. Mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, in 
20 fathoms, one small specimen. 


Ischnochiton interstinctus, Gould. With the preceding, also Virago 
Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, and Houston-Stewart Channel, in 15 to 
20 fathoms. 


_Ischnoradsia trifida, Carpenter. Mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, in 29 
fathoms, one specimen. ; 


| Lepidopleurus Mertensii, Middendorf. Frequent, living, in Houston- 
Stewart Channel, in 15 to 20 fathoms, and at the mouth of 
Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 fathoms. 


Acmea mitra, Escholtz. 

Acmea (Collisella) pelta, Escholtz. Abundant, living, at and below 
Acmea (Collisella) persona, Escholtz. low-water mark, in several 
Acmea (Collisella) patina, Escholtz. localities. 

Acmea (Oollisella) patina, var. scutum. 


ryptobranchia concentrica, Middendorf. (—Lepeta cecoides.) Two 
living specimens, in 20 fathoms, off Metla-Katla. 


Glyphis aspera, Escholtz. Cumshewa Harbour, in 50 fathoms, two — 
living and three dead shells. 


Fissurellidea bimaculata, Dall. Houston-Stewart Channel, in 15 to 20 
fathoms, two dead examples. 

Puncturella cucullata, Gould. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms; 
mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 fathoms, and Houston. 
Stewart Channel, in 15 to 20 fathoms. 


Puncturella galeata, Gould. With the preceding species. 


Haliotis Kamtschatkana, Jonas. On rocks at low-water at Houston- 
Stewart Channel and elsewhere. This species was collected also 
by Mr. James Richardson at the Queen Charlotte Islands in 1872, 


Pachypoma gibberosum, Chemnitz. Common on rocks at low-water 
mark, 

Leptothyra sanguinea, Linneus. Houston-Stewart Channel, in 15 to 20 
fathoms, several; mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 fathoms, 
; common ; Dolomite Narrows, a few. 

Chlorostoma brunneum, Philippi. Carpenter Bay, on fronds of 
4 ialnaaey common, 
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Calliostoma canaliculatum, Martyn. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, 
four living but small specimens. 

Calliostoma costatum, Martyn. Houston-Stewart Channel, in 15 to 20 
fathoms; Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, and elsewhere; very 
common. 

Calliostoma annulatum, Martyn. Houston-Stewart Channel, in 15 to 20 
fathoms, two specimens. 

Phorcus pulligo, Martyn. Adult and common on fronds of Macrocystis 
in Carpenter Bay. Young but living shells of this species were 
dredged also in 15 to 30 fathoms in Houston-Stewart Channel and 
in Dolomite Narrows. 

Gibbula funiculata, Carpenter. One living specimen, the exact locality 
of which has been forgotten. 

Margarita pupilla, Gould. Houston-Stewart Channel, in 15 to 20 
fathoms, and mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 fathoms. 

Margarita lirulata, Carpenter. Dolomite Narrows, five living shells ; 
and Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, three examples. 

Margarita helicina, Montagu. One young, living specimen; exact 
locality and station unknown. 

Crepidula navicelloides, Nuttall; var. nummaria, Gould. Mouth of Cum- 
shewa Harbour, in 20 fathoms, on dead shells, &c., frequent. 

Crepidula adunca, Sowerby. Two living specimens; exact locality and 
station unknown. 

Galerus contortus, Carpenter (fide Dall). Mouth of Cumshewa Har- 
bour, in 20 fathoms, common; and Virago Sound, in from 8 to 15 
fathoms, rather scarce. 

Hipponyx cranioides, Carpenter. One living adult specimen; exact 
locality not known. 

Cecum crebricinctum, Carpenter. Dolomite Narrows, one; dead. 
Mesalia reticulata, Mighels. Off Metla-Katla, in 50 fathoms, five 
specimens. : 

Bittium filosum, Gould. Common. 

Littorina Sitchana, Philippi. Rocks at low-water, at Hot Spring 
Island; also shore between Virago Sound and North Island. 


Littorina scutulata, Gould. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, two dead 
shells. 


Lacuna porrecta, Carpenter. Shore between Virago Sound and North 
Island, one dead shell. 
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Lacuna? var. excequata, Carpenter. Beach at Virago Sound, one small 
specimen. 


Alwania reticulata, Carpenter. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, rare. 
—  Alwania compacta? Carpenter. Dolomite Narrows. “Found also in 
Japan.”—Dall. 


Fenella pupoidea, Carpenter? (or Rissoa, Noy. Sp.) Mouth of Cum- 
shewa Harbour, in 20 fathoms, one live adult shell. 


Drillia incisa, Carpenter. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, two spe- 
‘ cimens; one very large. ‘The most northern locality yet known 
: for this species.” —Dall. 


~ Mangelia sculpturata, Dall. M.S. S. With the last-named species, but 
very rare. 

Bela fidicula, Gould. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, three speci- 
mens; channel opposite Seal’s Head Island, in 70 fathoms, one 
large, living shell; and Dixon Entrance, in 111 fathoms, one dead 
specimen. 

Bela Trevelyana, Turton (teste Dall). Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 
fathoms, one dead shell. 
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Mitromorpha filosa, Carpenter. Mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 
fathoms, three fine specimens. The only previously recorded 
localities for this species are Santa Barbara and Lower California. 


Odostomia straminea, Carpenter. From the same locality and station as 
the species last named. One young example. 


Odostomia Sitkensis, Dall. M.S. (“but this may=O. inflata Cpr.,” Dall), 
Dolomite Narrows. 

Scalaria Indianorum, Carpenter. Shore between Virago and North 
Island, one dead adult shell. 

Cerithiopsis tuberculata, Montagu (teste Dall). Dolomite Narrows, one 
dead shell; Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, three specimens. 

Trichotropis cancellata, Hinds. Off Metla-Katla, in 20 fathoms, three 
live shells; also dead on the beach of the coast between Virago 
Sound and North Island. 

Lamellaria Stearnsii, Dall. Houston-Stewart Channel, in 15 to 20 
fathoms, one dead shell. The only specimens known besides this 
are the two types of the species which were collected by Mr. Dall 
on the beach at Monterey in 1866. 

Watica clausa, Broderip and Sowerby. Virago Sound, in from 8 to 15 

fathoms, two dead shells. 
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Lunatia Lewisii, Gould. Frequent, living, and of largesize, at several 
localities on the eastern, and especially near the northern end of 
the islands. 


Priene Oregonensis, Redfield. Two specimens, the exact locality of which 
has been forgotten. 


Volutella pyriformis, Carpenter. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, 
three living shells. Not hitherto recorded to the north of San 
Francisco. 


Olivella biplicata, Sowerby. Beach between Virago Sound and North 
Island, dead shells only. 


Olivella betica, Carpenter. With the preceding, and in the same worm 
and bleached condition. 


Nassa (Niotha) mendica, Gould. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, 
abundant; Houston-Stewart Channel, in 15 to 20 fathoms, two 
dead shells. Beach between Virago Sound and North Island. 


Amphissa versicolor, Dall. Houston-Stewart Channel, in 15 to 20 
fathoms, seven specimens; mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 
fathoms, three dead shells. In describing this species, Mr. Dall 
says :—*“T have not seen specimens from north of San Francisco, 
and Monterey is its headquarters.” 


Amphissa corrugata, Reeve. Houston-Stewart Channel, in 15 to 20 
fathoms, abundant and alive. 


Purpura crispata, Chemnitz. Common everywhere, and very variable 
both in form and sculpture. 


Purpura canaliculata, Duclos. Same station and locality as the preced- 
ing, but much scarcer. 


Purpura saxicola, Valenciennes. With the last species, apparently not 
common. 

Ocinebra lurida, Middendorf. Mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 
fathoms, and Houston-Stewart Channel, in 15 to 20 fathoms. 

Ocinebra interfossa, Carpenter. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, and 
mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 fathoms, 

Cerostoma foliatum, Gmelin. Fine living specimens of this species 
were obtained on the rocks, near low-water mark, at many places. 


Nitidella Gouldii, Carpenter. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, five 
specimens, 


* American Journal of Conchology. Vol. vii., 1872; p. 114.. 
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_ Trophon tennisculptus, Carpenter. Houston-Stewart Channel, in 15 to 
20 fathoms; also Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms. 


Trophon Orpheus? Gould, (Young.) Mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, 
~" in 20 fathoms, 


4q Chrysodomus dirus, Reeve. Rocks at low-water mark in Houston- 
Stewart Channel, eight living shells. 


q Chrysodomus Harfordii, Stearns. One adult, living specimen from the 
: same locality and station as the last-mentioned species. 


ANNELIDA. 


_Wicomache lumbricalis, Malmgren, Dixon Entrance, in 111 fathoms. — 
(Verrill.) 


_ Sternaspis, Sp. (“Very much like S. fossor.”—Verrill.) Virago 
Sound, in from 8 to 15 fathoms. 
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APPENDIX D. 


NOTES ON CRUSTACEA 


COLLECTED BY 
DR. G. M. DAWSON AT VANCOUVER AND THE QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS, 


BY S. I. SMITH. 


BRACHYURA,. 


Heterograpsus nudus Stimpson. 
Pseudograpsus nudus Dana, Proceedings Acad. Nat. Sci., Philadelphia, 
1851, p. 249 (3); United States Exploring Expedition, Crust., p. 
335, pl. 20, fig. 7,1852.—Stimpson, Journal Boston Soc. Nat. Hist., 
vi., p. 469 (29), 1857. 
Cyclograpsus marmoratus White, List of Crust. British Museum, p. 41, 1847 
(no description). 
Heterograpsus marmoratus Milne-Edwards, Annales Sci. Nat., III., xx., p. 193 
(159), 1853. 
Heterograpsus nudus Stimpson, Proceedings Acad. Nat. Sci., Philadelphia, 
1858, p. 104 (50). 
A fine male specimen from near Victoria, Vancouver Island. Sitka 
is given by White as the locality for one of the specimens in the 
British Museum. It is abundant upon the Oregon and California coast. 


Fabia subquadrata Dana. 


Two specimens from the Queen Charlotte Islands, shore; and one: 
from “Houston Stewart Channel, Q.C.I., June, 1878, inhabiting cavity 
of large mussel.” 


Cancer magister Dana, 
Cancer irroratus Randall, Jour, Acad, Nat. Sci., Philadelphia, viii. p. 116, 
1839 (not of Say). 
Cancer magister Dana, United States Exploring Expedition, Crust., p, 151, 
pl. 7, fig. 1, 1852,—Stimpson, Jour. Boston Soc, Nat. Hist., vi., p. 
458 (18), 1857. 
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Metacarcinus magister A. Milne-Edwards, Annales Sci. Nat., IV., xviii., p. 33, 
1862; op. cit. V., i, p. 67, 1864; Nouvelle Archives Mus. Hist. 
Nat., Paris, i., p. 201, pl. 19, fig. 1, 1865. 


A large carapax from the Queen Charlotte Islands. 


~ Cancer productus Randall. 


1878), appears to represent a distinct species. 


Randall, Jour. Acad. Nat. Sci., Philadelphia, viii, p 116, 1839.—Dana, 
United States Exploring Expedition, Crust., p. 156, pl. 7, fig. 3.— 
Stimpson, Jour. Bost. Soc. Nat. Hist., vi., p. 461 (21), 1857. 
Cancer perlatus Stimpson, Proceedings California Acad. Nat. Sci.,i., p. 88, 
1856. 
Virago Sound, 15 to 8 fath.; mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, 20 fath. ; 
and shallow dredging ; all from the Queen Charlotte Islands. 


Cancer antennarius Stimpson. 
Stimpson, Proceedings California Acad. Sci., i., p. 88, 1856; Jour. Bos. Soc. 
Nat. Hist., vi., p. 442 (22), pl. 18, 1857. 
? Platycarcinus recurvidens Bate, in J. K. Lord, Naturalist in Vancouver 
Island, ii., p. 269, 1866. 

Small alcoholic specimens from Virago Sound, 15 to 8 fath., aud 20 
fath., mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, Q.C.. A dry carapax from the 
same group of islands (no special locality given) is 83 ™=- long and 133 
broad. 


Trichocarcinus Oregonensis Miers. 
Tricocera Oregonensis Dana, United States Exploring Expedition, Crust., p. 
299, pl. 18, fig. 5, 1852. 
Trichocarcinus Oregonensis Miers, Proceedings Zool. Soc. London, 1879, p. 34 
(Tricocera De Haan, 1833, preoccupied). 


A young specimen from Vancouver Island, and the carapax and 


| chelipeds of a larger specimen from the Queen Charlotte Islands. 


These specimens agree with Dana's description and figure, except that 
the teeth of the postero-lateral margin are more indistinct than shown 
in his figure, some of them being nearly or quite obsolete. In all the 
larger specimens which I have examined, the dorsal surface of the 
carapax is rougher and the areolets more protuberant than in small 
specimens, and in very small specimens the carapax is nearly smooth 
and regularly convex. 

A small specimen, dredged by Mr. J. Richardson in the Gulf of 
Georgia in 1875, and referred to by Mr. Whiteaves as Trichocera 
Oregonensis? on my authority (Canadian Naturalist, Vol. viii., No. 8, 
I have seen another 
and much larger specimen of the same form from Washington Terri- 
tory, collected by J. G. Swan (Smithsonian Institution). In this 
species the antero-lateral margin of the carapax is strongly upturned, 
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and its teeth are broad and in contact at their bases. The frontal and 
hepatic regions and the anterior part of the branchial are smooth and 
flat or concave, but there are three very high, wart-like prominences 
on the gastric region, of which the two anterior are larger and mark 
the protogastric lobes, while the smaller is in the median line and 
behind them; there are similar, but posteriorly less distinctly cireum- 
scribed protuberences on the posterior part of the branchial region ; 
and the tops of all the protuberances are ornamented with smooth 
mammillary granules, which are large anteriorly but gradually loose 
the mammillary character in the rough and granular posterior regions 
of the carapax, which differ much from the anterior and middle 
regions, which are very smooth, except on the flattened summits of 
the gastric protuberances just described. 


Telmessus serratus White. 
White, Annals Mag. Nat. Hist., xvii. p. 497, 1846; Voyage of Samarang, 
Crust., p. 14, pl. 3, 1848.—Dana, United States Exploring Expedition, 
p. 303, pl. 18, fig. 8, 1852. 

There are three specimens of Telmessus from the Queen Charlotte 
Islands: two small males, in alcohol, from shallow dredging, and a dry 
and broken female much larger than the males. The female agrees 
very well with White’s figure and is about the same size as White’s 
specimen, though of the opposite sex. The larger of the two males 
agrees with Dana’s figure and description, except that the median 
teeth of the front are not quite as acute and prominent, projecting 
only very little beyond the lateral. The tooth forming the lateral 
angle of the carapax is much more prominent than in the female. 
The smaller male differs from the larger in having the antero-lateral 
margins of the carapax nearly parallel, and the tooth forming the 
lateral angle relatively even much more prominent than in the larger 
male. These differences are shown in the following measurements of 
the carapaces of the three specimens :— 


g g z 
Length, including frontal spines....... 6-6 mm 20-3 66:5 
Breadth in front of lateral teeth........ 5:7 19-4 66-0 
Breadth, including lateral teeth........ 8:9 25:3 82-2 


The differences are apparently due to the age of the specimens, and 
I think there can be little doubt that White’s specimen and Dana’s 
were of the same species. Whether the 7. cheiragonus described by 
Tilesius and by Brandt, and 7. acutidens Miers (ex Stimpson), are also 
of the same species, [ am uncertain. The synonymy in this genus is 
still in great confusion, and the relations of the different forms can be 


made out satisfactorily only by careful examination of a large series 
of specimens. 
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Oregonia gracilis Dana. 


Oregonia gracilis Dana, United States Exploring Expedition, Crust., p. 106, 
pled; fig 52,1863. Cf). * 


Oregonia hirta Dana, ibid., p. 107, pl. 3, fig. 3, 1852 (2). 

? Oregonia longimana Bate, Proceedings Zoological Society London, 1864, p. 
663, 1865; in J. K. Lord, Naturalist in Vancouver Island, ii., p. 
267, 1866. 

Virago Sound, Q:0.1., 15 to 8 fath., also Vancouver Island. 

The series of specimens is sufficient to show that the two forms 
described by Dana are sexual and belong to one species, the gracilis 
being based on the adult male and the Airta on the two forms of the 
female. In the characters of the rostral spines and the rest of the 
carapax, all the larger males before me agree with the description and 
figures of gracilis, while in the same characters the females agree with 
hirta, and the smaller males are more or less intermediate between the 
two forms. But among the females themselves there are two forms: 
all the adult and fertile specimens having the abdomen very broad and 
nearly orbicular, while in other specimens (most of them small, but 
some of them as large as the smaller of those with orbicular abdomens) 
the abdomen is much narrower and elliptical, as shown in Dana’s fig. 3 
b. The smaller of these latter females are, perhaps, merely immature 
individuals, but the larger are apparently truly dimorphic, sterile 
females, such as are found in many genera of Brachyura, and here, as 
in most similar cases, the larger of the sterile individuals show consid- 
erable approach to the male in the form of the carapax, etc. 

In the largest male before me the merus of the chelipeds reaches 
very nearly or quite to the tips of the rostrum, and, in this respect, 
agrees with Bate’s O. longimana, though the chelipeds are not nearly 
twice as long as the carapax, if the rostrum is, as it is usually, included 
in the length. Bate makes no allusion to the size of his specimen, and 
describes it so imperfectly that it is not easy to determine its affinities 
with certainty.* 


eee eae eS 
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Pugettia gracilis Dana. 


Queen Charlotte Islands, shore; and shallow dredging, Port Simpson 
to north end of Vancouver Island. 


Scyra acutifrons Dana. 


Two males from near Victoria, Vancouver Island. Another male 
specimen agreeing well with these was collected at the same locality 
by Mr. R. Middleton in 1875, and is referred to by Mr. Whiteaves, on 
my authority, as “Scyra, sp. undt.” (Canadian Naturalist, Vol. viii.,. 
No. 8, 1878.) All these specimens are much larger than the ones 
described by Dana, and differ much from his description and figures.. 
The specimen collected by Mr. Middleton differed so much that I at 
first supposed it must represent a new species, but the specimens col- 
lected by Dr. Dawson show a nearer approach to Dana’s figures, and I 
now think there is little doubt that Dana’s description and figures were 
based on females and young males, and that the specimens before me 
are the fully adult males of the same species. 

In the specimens before me, the lamelliform rostrum is very much ex- 
panded laterally, so that it is as wide, or even considerably wider than, 
the width of the front between the preocular spines, and the lobes are 
much less divergent anteriorly than shown in Dana’s figure. The 
protuberance upon each branchial region is elongated and excessively 
developed, and posteriorly it projects so much as to overhang the 
lateral margin of the carapax. The anterior cardiac protuberance 
is tubercular and obtuse and fully as high as the branchial protuber- 
ances, but separated from them and from the large gastric protuber- 
ance by a broad and deep depression ; the posterior cardiac protuberance 
is small, but conical and conspicuous. The whole gastric region is 
protuberant, and separated from the branchial region, on each side, by 
a deep and narrow cervical groove. The posterior gastric elevation is 
large and obtusely tubercular, while the anterior is small and conical. 
The chelipeds are proportionably much larger every way than in Dana’s 
specimens, and the lamelliform crest on the propodus is much broader. 
The differences in the chelipeds, and partially also those in the cara- 
pax, are shown by the following measurements of the specimens. 
collected by Dr. Dawson :— 


“ Cenobites”? Diogenes. Clibanarius lineatus (Milne-Edwards) is also given, but there is now 
lain evidence of a mistake in the identitication, for Miers (Proceedings Zoological Society 
ondon, 1877, p. 658, pl. 66, fig. 4) has described and figured a species, as Clibanarius Lordi, sai 

to have been collected at the same locality as Bate’s C. lineatus,and presented to the British 

Museum by Mr. Lord, and Miers states that the specimen was labelled Clibanarius lineatus, but 


ibe itis certainly not the species described under that name by Milne-Edwards and figured by’ 
ana. 
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Length of carapax, including rostrum......... 36:8, mm 39-0 
Greatest breadth between margins............ 24-7 26°8 
“ «“ pranchial protuberances 27:3 29:5 
Length of rostrum from baseof preocularspine.. 9:0 10-3 
Greatest breadth of rostrum...........e2200e- (as 9-0 
Length of merus in chelipeds...........-.00. 22:0 28°5 
MGGH thie Gi PROPOOUB icc e awisis pom aivia cS:se ccna ss 31-0 37-0 
ICTR EE OM URELTLUN cc inise civ'v le GW slvians Fie 8 6 oo see 15:0 16:5 
Breadth of dactylus.......... hig oliewsatllce Was oi 10:5 12:5 


ANOMURA. 


Hapalogaster inermis Stimpson. 
Stimpson, Annals Lyceum Nat. Hist. New York, vii., p. 243 (115), 1860. 

I refer to this species, with some doubt, a single female from the 
shores of the Queen Charlotte Islands. The chelipeds are not 
described by Stimpson, but in the specimen before me they are very 
unequal, the right being twice as stout as the left, very much less 
setose, and the excavated fingers are entirely without horny tips. 


Eupagurus granosimanus Stimpson. 
Stimpson, Annals Lyceum Nat. Hist. New York, vii., p. 90 (44), 1859. 

Several dry specimens, most of them very small, from near Victoria, 
V.I. I think it not improbable that this species will prove to be 
synonymous with H. Middendorffii Brandt. Brandt's species was 
described and figured from a specimen considerably larger than the 
specimens examined by Stimpson or those before me, and it very likely 
is only the fully adult form of Stimpson’s species. 


Eupagurus tenuimanus Stimpson (ex Dana). 

One specimen from shallow dredgings, Port Simpson to the north: 
end of Vancouver Island. The propodus of the larger cheliped is fully 
as broad asin Dana’s specimens, but the inner edge is less sharply 
dentate and the outer edge less strongly curved. There is no doubt of 
its identity with Dana’s species, however. 

There are several small specimens of Hupagurus from 15 to 8 fath.,. 
Virago Sound, 20 fath,, mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, and from Hous- 
ton Stewart Channel, Q.C.I., which are distinct from either of the: 
above species, but they appear to be immature and are not easily 
determined. 


Paguristes turgidus Stimpson. 

Eupagurus turgidus Stimpson, Proceedings Boston Soc. Nat. Hist., vi., p. 86; 
1857. 

Clibanarius turgidus Stimpson, Journal Boston Soc. Nat. Hist., vi. p. 484 
(44), pl. 21, fig. 1, 1857. 
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Paguristes turgidus Stimpson, Proceedings Acad. Nat. Sci., Philadelphia, 
1858, p. 236 (74), 1859; Annals Lyceum Nat. Hist., New York, 
vii., p. 86 (40), 1859. 


Not in Dr. Dawson’s collection, but a large male was dredged in the 
Gulf of Georgia by Mr. J. Richardson in 1875. 


MacruRA. ’ 


Gebia Pugettensis Dana. 
A male 85 ™™ long, shore, Queen Charlotte Islands. 


Crangon vulgaris J. C. Fabricius ex Linné. 
Crangon nigricauda Stimpson. 
Orangon nigromaculata Lockington. 


Crangon Alaskensis Lockington. 
A single dry and broken specimen from Vancouver Island. 


Nectocrangon lar Brandt (ex Owen). 


Two malés and three females from Vancouver Island. 

The specimens are all dry and in rather bad condition for a careful 
comparison, but they all differ considerably from any Atlantic speci- 
mens which I have seen. In the specimens from Vancouver, the 
rostrum and the spines of the dorsal carina of the carapax are longer 
and more slender than in specimens from off Nova Scotia and from the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence. In the Vancouver specimens, the dorsal carina 
on the third, fourth and fifth segments of the abdomen is broad and 
rounded, or flattened, and scarcely reaches the posterior edges of the 
segments, and the two carin upon the sixth segment are rounded and 
fade out in the same way before reaching the -posterior extremity of 
the segment; while in the Atlantic specimens referred to, the carina 
upon the third, fourth and fifth segments is acute, and on the fifth 
segment projects from the posterior margin in a more or less conspic- 
uous triangular tooth, and the carine on the sixth segment are acute 
and continue to or a little over the posterior extremity of the segment. 
These differences may possibly indicate distinct geographical species. 


Paracrangon echinatus Dana. 
Vancouver Island. 


Hippolyte Gaimardii Milne-Edwards. 


Hippolyte Gaimardii Milne-Edwards, Hist. nat. des Crust., ii., p. 378, 1837. 


Hippolyte pandaliformis Bell, History of British Stalk-eyed Crustacea, p. 294. 
[1850 2] 


Hippolyte Belcheri Bell, in Belcher, Last of the Arctic Voyages in Search of 
Sir John Franklin, vol. ii., p. 402, pl. 34, fig. 1, 1855. 


a 
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A single dry female specimen from Vancouver Island appears 
unquestionably of this species. It is about 33™™- long; the carapax 
2 c : = ie ioe 
including the rostrum, 13°8™™:; the rostrum, 7:3. The dorsal carina js 
armed with six teeth, of which three are on the rostrum, and there 


“are three teeth in the lower edge of the rostrum. 


“e 


Hippolyte spinus White. 

Cancer spinus Sowerby, British Miscellany, p. 47, pl. 23, 1805. 
Alpheus spinus Leach, “Edinburgh Encyclopedia, vii., p. 431, 1813-14,” 
: . - -* ’ 
(Miers), American edit., yii., p. 271; Transactions Linnean Soc. 

London, xi., p. 347, 1815. 

: Hippolyte Sowerbei Leach, Malacostraca Podophthalmata Britanniz pl. 39 
1817. ; 
Hippolyte spinus White, List Crust. British Museum, p. 76, 1847,—Bell 
History of British Crustacea, p. 284 [18477]. 
| Hippolyte spina Stimpson, Proceedings Acad. Nat. Sci. Philadelphia, xii, p. 


34 (103), 1860; Annals Lyceum Nat. Hist. New York, x, p. 126, 
1871. 


There are seven dry specimens from Vancouver Island, and two in 
alcohol from shallow dredging, Queen Charlotte Islands, which agree. 
well with Atlantic specimens of this species. 


| Hippolyte Phippsii Kroyer. 
Hippolyte Phippsii Kroyer, Naturhistorisk Tidsskrift, iii., p. 575, 1841 (2). 
Hippolyte turgida Kroyer, ibid., p. 575, 1841 (2). 
Hippolyte vibrans Stimpson, Annals Lyceum Nat. Hist. New York, x., p. 125, 
1871 (¢, var). 
Hippolyte Ochotensis Brandt, Middendorff’s Sibirische Reise, ii., p. 120, pl. 5, 
a fig. 17, 1849 (2). 
_ A female from 15 to 8 fath., Virago Sound, Q.0.1. Length, 32™™ ;. 
length of carapax, including rostrum, 11:6; rostrum, 5:2. The dorsal 
_ carina of the carapax and rostrum is armed with eleven teeth, of which 
_ the three posterior are the larger, situated near the middle of the 
 carapax and separated considerably from the one next in front, which 
4 is just over the base of the rostrum; the remaining teeth are succes- 
sively nearer to each other toward the tip, which is itself tridentate. 
_ There are in addition four teeth on the oblique anterior part of the 
inferior edge of the rostrum. The dentition of the carapax and 
' yostrum is thus seen to approach pretty closely to Brandt’s H. Ocho- 
 tensis, and yet the specimen appears to be unquestionably specifically 
identical with the well-kuown Atlantic species, 50 that I have little 
doubt that Brandt’s species is only a variety of the female of 4. 
_ Phippsii. 
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Hippolyte brevirostris Dana. 
Dana, United States Exploring Expedition, Crust., p. 566, pl. 36, fig. 5, 1852 
(given as H. curvirostris on plate). 
A dry female specimen about 24™™- long, from Vancouver Island, 
agrees well with Dana’s figure and description. 


Hippolyte Grenlandica Miers. 

Astacus Grenlandicus J.C. Fabricius, Systema Entomologiz, p. 416, 1775; 
Entomologia systematica, ii., p. 484, 1793. 

Cancer aculeatus O. Fabricius, Fauna Greenlandica, p. 239, 1780. 

Alpheus aculeatus Sabine, in Supplement to Appendix of Parry’s (first) 
Voyage, p. coxxxviii., pl. 2, figs. 5-8, 1824. 

Hippolyte aculeata J. C. Ross, in John Ross, Appendix to Narrative of a 
Second Voyage in Search of the North-west Passage, p. Ixxxiil., 
1835. 

Hippolyte armata Owen, Voyage of the Blossom, p. 88, pl. 27, fig. 2,1839 (2). 

Hippolyte cornuta Owen, op. cit., p. 89, pl. 28, fig. 2, 1839 ( ¢). 

Hippolyte Grenlandica Miers, Annals and Magazine Nat. Hist., LV X45 D: 
62 (12), 1877. 


A female, 44"™ long, from shallow dredging, Queen Charlotte Islands. 


Pandalus Dane Stimpson. 


Stimpson, Proceedings Boston Soc. Nat. Hist., vi., p. 87, 1857; Journal 
Boston Soc. Nat. Hist., vi., p. 502 (62), pl. 21, figs. 6-7, 1857. 


Several small dry specimens from Vancouver Island, and an alcoholic 
specimen from shallow dredgings, Queen Charlotte Islands. The last 
specimen is 74™™ long; the carapax including rostrum, 33™™ ; rostrum, 
17-5™; there are ten teeth in the dorsal crest, half being on the 
rostrum and half upon the carapax, and in addition there are three at 
the tip and five beneath the rostrum. 

In general appearance, and particularly in the form and dentition of 
the carapax and rostrum, this species approaches very near to P. 
platyceros Brandt (Middendorff’s Sibirische Reise, ii., p. 123, pl. 5, fig. 
20,1851). But, according to Brandt’s description, the carapax of the 
platyceros is clothed with short hairs, while in the Dane the carapax 
and abdomen are smooth and entirely naked. 


Pandalus pubescentulus Dana. 


An alcoholic specimen from “shallow dredging, Port Simpson to 
north end of Vancouver Island.” The specimen is 49™™ long; the 
carapax including rostrum, 25; rostrum, 14. There are fourteen teoth 
in the dorsal crest, five on the carapax and nine on the rostrum; the 
extremity of, the rostrum is unarmed above except at the tip, wikiol is 
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. bidentate; beneath it is armed with eight teeth, which extend to the 


tip. 


CUMAOCEA. 


Diastylopsis, gen. nov. 


The species for which this genus is proposed is very closely allied to 
Diastylis in the structure of the appendages of the cephaloperxon and 
in the structure of the pleon, but it differs from Diastylis, and, as far as 
I know, from the heretofore described genera of Cumacea, in the con- 
solidation and great expansion of the tergal and epimeral portions of the 
third and fourth free segments of the pereeon, which forms an arched 
shield-like plate nearly half as large as the carapax. The basal seg- 
ments of the second pair of gnathopods (third maxillipeds) are more 


_ expanded distally and form a much more complete oral operculum 


than in Diastylis. The cephalopereon, also, is much more elongated 
and more compressed laterally than in any described species of 
Diastylis. 
Diastylopsis Dawsoni, sp. nov. 

Female.—The cephalopereon is considerably longer than the pleon, 
compressed laterally so that the breadth is little more than a fourth of 


_ the length, and the part made up of the free segments is fully as wide 


and as high as the carapax. The carapax is more than twice as long 
as high and smoothly rounded above, though the dorsum is compressed 


somewhat anteriorly. The eye is obscure or wanting, and the anterior 


lobes of the carapax extend far in front of the ophthalmic lobe and 


form a prominent and acute rostrum. There is a deep antennal sinus 


{much deeper than in the species of Diastylis) in the anterior margin 
below the rostrum and bounded inferiorly by the prominent dentiform 


vf antero-lateral angle, back of which the lateral margin is dentated for a 
 ghort distance. The entire surface of the carapax, as well as the dorsal 


surface of the free segments of the perzon, is perfectly smooth, naked 
and highly polished, but there are four nearly equidistant, faintly 
indicated transverse lines crossing the anterior half of the carapax 
and evidently marking the areolation so conspicuous in some species 
of Diastylis. The first and second of the five free segments of the 
person are short and nearly or quite covered each side by the third 
segment, which is itself short above but greatly expanded each side 
into a large plato a third as long as the carapax ; the dorsal part of the 
fourth segment is greatly elongated, and lies between and above the 
lateral prolongations of the third segment; and the tergal and 
epimeral portions of these two segments are anchylosed or closely 
united together, so that the U-shaped suture between them is only 
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faintly indicated. The fifth segment is small, and nearly covered 
each side by the lateral expansions of the fourth. There are two 
slender submedian spines upon the ventral side of the fifth segment, 
and there is a similar single median spine on the first segment of the 
pleon. 

The antennule are short, the peduncle reaching scarcely beyond the 
rostrum ; the first segment is stout and about as long as the second and 
third together, the second is short and stout, and the third, or ulti- 
mate, about half the diameter of the second but longer than it; the 
major flagellum is slender and about half as long as the peduncle; the 
minor flagellum is little longer than the first segment of the major, 
and is apparently triarticulate. The rudimentary antenna is scarcely 
longer than the first segment of the antennula, but has the penultimate 
segment elongated to about four times its diameter, while all the other 
segments are very short. 

The first gnathopods (second maxillipeds) are nearly as in Diastylis, 
but are very long and slender, and the basal segments are but little 
stouter than the terminal. The second gnathopods reach a little 
beyond the tip of the rostrum: the basal segment in each reaches to 
the antero-lateral angle of the carapax and is very much expanded 
distally, so that the two together completely close the space between 
the lateral margins of the carapax; the inner angle of the distal end 
projects in a very prominent and acute tooth, and the inner edge is 
margined with short plumose sete, but the outer surface is smooth and 
naked like the carapax; the ischium is very short and fully twice as 
broad as long; the merus is about twice as long as the ischium, not 
more than half as broad, and bears on the middle of its outer margin a 
very long plumose seta; the three distal segments are very slender, 
subequal in length, and each is considerably longer than the merus. 
The tip of the flagellum of the exognath reaches slightly beyond the 
middle of the basis of the endopod itself. 

The first pereeopods are slender and scarcely as long as the second 
gnathopods, the tip of the carpus not quite reaching the distal end of 
the basis of the gnathopod; the ischium is scarcely longer than broad, 
the merus twice as long as the ischium, and the three distal segments 
subequal in length and each a little longer than the merus. The tip 
of the flagellum of the exopod does not reach the extremity of the 
basis of the endopod. The second perwopods reach but little beyond 
the middle of the basis of the first pair, and the exopod is about as 
long as the endopod. The sternum of the third free segment of the 
pereon is broad and greatly elongated to correspond with the lateral 
portions of the segment, so that the two anterior pairs of pereeopods 
are separated by a considerable space from the succeeding pairs. The 
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third, fourth and fifth pairs of pereopods are short and as in the 

species of Diastylis, except that the coxal segments of the third pair 

are very broad, about four times as broad as high, and closely fitted to 
the corresponding segment of the pereon. 

The pleon is cylindrical and slender throughout, very much nar- 
rower than the cephaloperxon, and the segments increase slightly and 
regularly from the first to the sixth. The telson is shorter than the 
sixth segment, swollen for the proximal half its length, then suddenly 
narrowed into a slender terminal portion which is armed either side 
with about five or six very slender spiniform sete, and at the tip with 
two styliform sete nearly half as long as the telson itself. The 

* peduncles of the uropods are slender, not quite twice as long as the 
telson and armed along the distal half of the inner margin with 
approximately ten very long sete. The inner ramus is narrow, about 
half as long as the peduncle, composed of three segments, armed along 
the inner edge with approximately twelve slender spines, at the tip 
with a larger spine, and along the outer edge with a few sete. The 
outer ramus is a little longer than the inner, slender, and armed 
along the outer edge and at the tip with setiform spinules. The telson 
and uropods are more or less imperfect in all the specimens examined, 
and do not admit of very exact description. 

All the males examined are-immature and of about the same size as 
the females. They differ from the females, as in the species of 
_ Diastylis, in having rudimentary exopods on the third and fourth 

perzopods and in having rudimentary appendages upon the first and 

second segments of the pleon. The specimens examined show scarcely 
any differences in the telson and uropods, but these differences would 
_ probably be developed in more mature individuals. 


A female gives the following measurements :— 


Length from rostrum to tip of telson.......... lew ante » 12:2mm. 
Length of cephaloperwon along dorsum......+-.+++++++ 6-7 
Length of carapax along dorsum ....seseersererereeeee 42 


Greatest height of carapax....+. ssseee eeeeres eel sieia ¢ 2-0 
Greatest breadth of carapax.........+- aa aaiee ciidta eaisia ah el tS 
i Length of 3rd and 4th free segments of pereon along 
1 dorsum,.... re aan radice Saaccecce (1S 
Length of pleon to tip ‘of isan eae esate Sisiecrvielas piseat 0,6 


_ The few specimens of this very interesting and pretty species were 
all from 111 fath., Dixon Entrance, Q.C.1. It is interesting to notice 
: that it was aesociated with Synidotea nodulosa, a species before known 
i only from the Atlantic. 
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TsoPoDA. 


Lygia dilatata Stimpson. 
One. specimen from near Victoria, V.I. 


Synidotea nodulosa Harger. 


Idothea nodulosa Kroyer, Naturhist. Tidssk., I1., ii, p. 100, 1846; in Gai- 
mard, Voyage en Scandinavie, pl. 26, fig. 2, 1849. 


Synidotea;nodulosa Harger, Amer. Jour. Sci., III., xv., p. 374, 1878 ; Proceed- 
ings United States National Museum, 1879, p. 160, 1879. 

Two specimens from 111 fath., Dixon Entrance, Q.C.I. It has been 
found in the Atlantic from George’s Banks and Nova Scotia to Green- 
land, but has not been recorded heretofore from the Pacific. The 
specimens were determined by Mr. Harger. 

Spheroma sp. 

A small species from Dolomite Narrows, Q.C.I. It is apparently 
quite distinct from S. Oregonensis Dana and from S. amplicauda Stimp- 
son, the only species, as far as 1 know, described from the north-west 
coast of America: 

Tanais? sp. 


There are two dry specimens of a small Tanaid from 15 to 18 fath., 
Virago Sound, Q.C.1, 


CIRRIPEDIA. 


Tetraclita porosa Darwin 
Near Victoria, V.I. 


Lepas anatifera Linné 
Near Victoria, V.1. 
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APPENDIX E, 


os 


PLANTS CoLLECTED IN THE QUEEN CHARLOTTE IsLANDs, 1878. 


| The following list of plants has been prepared by Prof. J. Macoun, 
| _ of Albert College, Belleville, who has kindly examined the specimens 
collected :— 


RANUNCULACES. 


~ Ranunculus Nelsoni, Gray. 

“ occidentalis, Nutt. 
_ Coptis asplenifolia, Salisb. 
' Aquilegia formosa, Fisch. 


: CRUCIFER. 
_ Arabis hirsuta, Scop. 
_ Cochlearia Angelica, L. 
2 CARYOPHYLLACE. 


' Arenaria peploides, L.; var. oblongifolia, Fenzl. 


ie | . 
_ Sagina procumbens, L. 


PoRTULACACE. 
- Claytonia Sibirica, L. 
he .: parvifolia, Mocino. 
V 
LEGuMtInos#. 


- Lupinus Nootkatensis, Donn. 

| Trifolium involucratum, Willd. 

Vicia gigantea, Hook. 

Lathyrus maritimus, Bigel. 

RosacEé. 
Spirea Aruncus, L. 

Geum macrophyllum, Willd. 

Fragaria Chilensis, Duchesne. 
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Potentilla fragiformis, Willd; var. villosa, Regel. 
Rubus ursinus, Cham. 
“ Nutkanus, Mocino. 
“  spectabilis, Pursh. 
Rosa Nutkana, Presl. 
SAXIFRAGACES. 


Saxifraga leucanthemifolia, Michx.; var. Brunoniana, T. & G. 
wh sileniflora, Sternb. 
Heuchera micrantha, Dougl. 
Tiarella trifoliata, L. 
CRASSULACE. 
Sedum Rhodiola, D C. 
«  spathulifolium, Hook. 


ONAGRACE. 


Bpilobium angustifolium, L. 
be tetragonum, L. 


UMBELLIFER. 
Archangelica Gmelini, D C. 


RUBIACE. 
Galium triflorum, Mx. 


ComPosIT&. 
Aster salsuginosus, Rich. 
Solidago Canadensis, L. 
Grindelia integrifolia, D C. 
Achillea millefolium, L.; var. lanata, Hook. 
Tanacetum Huronense, Nutt. 
Nabalus alatus, Hook. 
Franseria bipinnatifida, Nutt. 


CAMPANULACES. 


Campanula Scheuchzeri ; var. heterodon, Gray. 


ERICACEA. 


Vaccinium parviflorum, Smith. 
Gaultheria Shallon, Pursh. 
Andromeda polifolia, L. 
Menziesia glabella, Gray. 
Kalmia glauca, Ait. 

Moneses uniflora, Gray. 
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m PLANTAGINACER. 
é Plantago maritima, L. 

4 PRIMULACES, 
a3 Se Europea, LL. 

i 

a ScROPHULARIACEA, 
Pa 


 Castilleia pallida, Kunth. 
Rhinanthus Crista-galli, L. 
_ Brunella vulgaris, L. 
2 peeehys ciliata, Dougl. ; var. pubens, Gray. 


i Mimulus luteus, Willd. 


iS: BoRRAGINACES, 


_ Mertensiana maritima, Don. 
GENTIANACE. 


- Gentiana Amarella, L., var. acuta, Hook. 


CHENOPODIACES. 
Atriplex Alaskensis, Wat 
BETULACER. 
_ Betula sp 
| CoNIFER. 


_ Abies Englemanni, Parry. ? 
ef “ amabilis, Forbes. ? 

_ Thuja gigantea, Nutt. 

_ Cupressus Nutkatensis, Lamb. 


| ORCHIDACEA, 


| Goodyera Menziesii, Lindl. 
_ Spiranthes Romanzoviana, Cham. 
_ Corallorhiza Mertensiana, Bong. 


LILLIACE. 


- Smilacina bifolia, Ker ; var. Canadensis, Gray. 
_ Fritillaria lanceolata, Hook. 


CYPERACEZ. 
Carex alpina, Swartz. 
«  atrata, L. 
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GRAMINEA, 

Agrostis eqivalvis, Trin. 
Festuca ovina, L. 
Elymus mollis, Trin. 
Aira caryophyllea, L. 

“  ceespitosa, L. 

FILIcEs. 

Adiantum pedatum, L, 
Lomaria Spicant, Den. 


LycopoDIACES. 
Selaginella rupestris ; var. tropica, Spring. 


Musct. 
Dicranum scoparium, Hedw. 
Mnium punctatum, Hedw. 
Funaria hygrometrica, L. 
Meesia uliginosa, Hedw. 
Bartramia pomiformis, L. 
Hypnum loreum, L. 
“  plumifera, Mutt. 
“  splendens, Hedw. 
“  undulatum, L. 
HEPATICA. 
Chiloscyphus polyanthus, L. 
Jungermannia spherocarpa, Hook. 
LiIcHENES: 
Cladonia gracilis, Fr. 
Spherophorus globiferis, D C. 
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APPENDIX G. 


NOTES ON THE LATITUDES AND LONGITUDES 


ADOPTED IN THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF THE MAP OF THE QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS 
BY 


MESSRS. BOVEY & DAWSON. 


The latitudes of Houston-Stewart Channel and Skidegate are adopted from 
the Admiralty maps. The latitudes of other places depend on the following 
observations. 

In the case of observations on the sun the angle given is the greatest double 
altitude, ie. twice the apparent altitude with the diameter of the sun. With stars the 
angle notcd is also the double altitude. The index error is in all cases allowed for. 


LATITUDES. 

Observation Cove, Darwin Sound, June 28th, 1878. 
PCIE TOOL ccc ore oc oicteltre lake siesta soltite o a\vis'e diae'stie, miesie te 121° 55’ 8! 
Resulting latitude........ essen eeee cece rere ne cones jeer 0oe OO EO! 


Observation Point, July 3. 
(At 0-15 mile N., 15° W. of south point of Shuttle Island.) 


Sun at noon .....+<- MOLE eas aia en me feaisterHale Si tielsie\ os) eid aialielsye ela mor 04! 
Resulting latitude.... 2... .e seen cece ccc ece rene recerenee ae DZ moo aa!! 


The above values of the latitudes of Observation Cove and Observation Point 


have been compared with each other by means of the track survey between the two 


‘The result is that the probable true latitude of Observation Cove is found 


poreobl 1294" 


and that the latitude of Observation Point remains uncertain, but may be taken as. 


correct within a few seconds. 


@ 6 cn 


234 B GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA. 

Crescent Inlet, July 6. . 
TIMsAL TOOL So sic enerciiy ose cpaieretomake dents HC OUP RIO oe Oe Le 120° 19! 20" 
Resulting latitude....... Re ey eG ocobo aa moo 52° 46/ 8il 


Boulder Point, Logan Inlet, July 7. 


Sun at NOON ..-.0 cess eesere rec eceee cents Data oni eaeitoe 120° “20-20% 
Resulting latitude...... .-. ese ceeeee cece erent cece ws atone 3h Ba? areas 


* these two observations are found to check very satisfactorily with track sarvey. 


Rockfish Harbour, Selwyn Inlet, July 13. 
Observation on Pole Star. 


POlArISs ic cusiere's 105° 26! 57!’ 


Time by watch........ 11h. 8m. 37s. 
“ CCT a chs (eirst atate llh. 14m. Os—— ©  ...-.--- 105° 30! 47!" 
« MS ican Solo 1lh. 18m. 58s. pA eon Gost « 106° 337 27 


As no time observation was obtained, the watch is assumed to have been — 
set at Boulder Point, and a rate is allowed amounting to 1m. 12s. per day up to date. ~ 
This rate is deduced from a careful comparison instituted between the results of the 
time observations which follow :— 

Resulting latitudes :—52° 54! 29!/ 
52° 54! 32! 


52° bal gn / 
Mean—52° 54! 23/! =| 
ed = | 
i | 
Mouth of Lagoon, near Fife Point, August 8. ; 
Observation on Pole Star. ] 
Timeby watch........ 10h. 15m. 32s. Polaris... .< .-- 108° 56/ 57 | 
“ &  wces ee LOK. SQ Gls —— 7 sw ccteerciclal et Oohme aaaeunee ; 
« {i easee, LOW. AA Sle —— “ Vicccene SOS oe 
For time, on Vega .— , 
Time by watch........ 10h. 37m. 40.5s— Star ........ 125° 23’ 10// . | 
« © .sssa0a0e DOH. 39m. 48.58.— Oe weosieaes) LAS ARR } 
Latitude assumed © os.cm sib scent oa loans re wierete siviews wee eie%, 9 D4 7p EymmnEE 


Resulting error of wateh.. . cos sccsse cess sweet eceseueevase, DOM. OR VSIOW 
Resulting latitudes :—54° 4/ 51/7 


le. 


54° 41 51M : 
i t 
Mean—54° 4! 4g!" 54° 4! 43rr i 
’ 
Skon-un Point, August 10. 6 
Sun at MOON . aos accuse selacsienie cmd chee ee re swears, LOSS BOM mae 


Resulting latitude \. wicis wae felemic weuesin pinata ernauetelpis sinters oie | Me Car nanenr eae / 


This value is rejected, as it does not check satisfactorily with other observations i 
taken along the north coast of the island. 


‘ 


aan rr os ae mY LP i 
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i Ut-te-was Village, Masset, August 10. 


Observation on Pole Star. 
_ Time by watch....,... 9h. 25m. 408s——Polaris........ 107° 42! 27/7 
° M Mie ees oh. 3lm. 308—— «+ ......, - 107° 467 Nan 
2 7 “ Pease as oes | OHy OOM, OB —— ois cece 107° 50! 27" 
_ For time, on Alkaid :— 
Time by watch........ 9h. 47m. 11s,——Star.......... 85° 18/ 17/7 
7 Nd eh PREYS ° 9h. 55m. 5s—— “ ..,., piss MOS mt ted tet 
, 
o y ‘ 
Latitude assumed.......... es SE woot bee S7STe csle'gie.s'e 5 = 90 v'e 54° 2! Oo" 
Resulting error of watch....... Came eae eee is aid rea 1m. 58. slow 
- Resulting iatitudes 54° (1! 48/7 : 
54° 1! 39/1 
, 54° 1! 7 F 
Mean—54° 1’ 31! ; ul 


Camp, August 12 (on east side of Masset Inlet). a 
Observation on Pole Star. i 
Time by watch........ 8h. 50m. 40s.——Polaris........ 106° 50/ 37/7 r 


om SO eine ne Sh, 53m, 528—— “ .....0s0. 106° 52! 47/! 


A 
For time, on Alkaid :— 
| ime bywatch,....... 9h. 30m, 16.58,—Star........., 86° 16! 47! 
4 © .cceeeee 9h, 33m, 568 ——“ ......665. 85° 20! 17M 
_ Latitude assumed (deducted from latitude of Masset Village 

and measurements on track survey) .......-+--++. 53° 40! 38/! 


] sulting latitude :— 


First Ae aaa Se eaate are wa dee Pees Je aer8s 9 HEPAT . 63° 43f 52it 
Second es OE ph ey ee eI en ee . 53° 44/14" 
_ Third “« eee Re a aL te ee 
Fourth “& oe ES RP Ea IS ae Dae aa er ae 


d Resulting error in watch .........-+seecevereereeeecerere 6m. 0Os.slow 


: Y 
itz Island, August 13. 
es ioc rc tics cher veccigvcr e+ 102" IBF STI 
_ Resulting latitude....+.. neal NT es exe eee Oa AU! OAL! 4 


| This value seems, a comparison ‘wile track survey, to be too far to the North by 
vbe out 2/, 
Hea i f Taino Ie vet 6 

y Observation on Pole Star. 


See aie ga gh, 49m. 44s.——-Polaris......++ 106° 48! 17!) 
2 & LOA eeeR® 8h. 54m. 208—_ “ Pe 106° 51! 27 
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For time, on Alkaid :— 


Time by watch......-. 9h. Om. Xe) WY ade ... 89° 46/ 277) 
ue NC oat a vonanerar ee Qh. 5m. 48S — “ ..vevecess 88° 23/ 27" 
Latitude assumed.........++. PY spe has  P ime au 


Resulting latitude :— 


First approximation ...... ..sse2 ceeeee covets crests cecere 53° 37! 26!) 
Second 6“ PpOgOn Sano Sicha slate suansielele & ore owerereupieia sks 3 53 ott 20" 
Resulting error in watch...... aiel eiate gierenie! Os iats <1%6 poeteeeee es LOUIMAL SSO: 


Virago Sound, near Kung Indian Village, August 19. 
Observation on Pole Star. 


Time by watch........ 8h. 38m. 30s. Polaris.......- lOT° 44! 42/! 
oe Cine © alors: aVarece 8h. 44m. 438 —  “  .esevece 107° 49" 7 
“ ttn eT aetoteralere She 47m hose Sere eel Ole oe 27! 


For time, on Arcturus :— 


Time by watch........ 8h. 52m. 53.5s —Star .......... #51° 437 17 
4s Us SCOooG 8h. 56m. 48s. tees (50° CEN 


Latitude assumed......... seh eretreeitte chy Ante 


Resulting latitude :— 


First approximation..........+.-. wane ekleie Maige let aye oehiey MRO meme nes 
Second “ SNC ee ass Soc aed bias ars'siaoWeere ce Oe En tone 
Resulting error of watch...... Piesiieta's oi . octeuc wane ealnnse LOM. SOS C5LOW, 


Maden Harbour, August 20. 
(At Observation Point.) 
On Sun past Meridian. 

Time by watch ...... wisiove ie slaeyiGere uly tiem iette inavuvisers, Sab meom a esrass 
eM i AiG Gira FW iddinigais ic bo hc Goo 0 vials oisisiaflere ere solsveleisumnn oO mg OC Maree tt 
Resulting true altitude at time of observation,......... 48° 12! 47/I 
Resulting true meridian altitude found by ascertaining [ 

hour angle from observed time, and from the { 48° 21! Tr 

error of night previous and known rate of watch { 
Resulting latitude..............- one Pave Geceviiee.s ADS “OULD 


This result can only be considered correct within 1/ or 2/ on account of the 
distance of the sun past the meridian, and the comparative uncertainty in the time. 


Mouth of Jal-un River, August 23. 


On Altair near Meridian. 


Time by watch........ 9h. 16m. Os. HLA ccccce es SG OL? Bil 
Assuming Altair on the meridian, the resulting latitude = 54° 7! 4g/! 


Observation on Polaris. 


Time by watch,........ 8h. 31m, 52s.——Polaris,....... 108° 2/ 17! 
a oe seeeseee Sh. 36m. 448 — eae LO8> GFT? 
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For time, on Alkaid :— 


Time by watch........ 8h. 48m. 44s. GAL rors eo cee 82° 59! 27" 
ic eS dis itl ss © SHS Of SS.DBere eee eee 82° 01! 37" 
Latitude assumed from observation above, on Altair........ 54° OT! 48/7 
Resulting latitudes :— 
ey a cg 
bY. Say (Lae Os UL 
merece a 3 os 54° 7! Orr 
Second approximation (with assumed latitude 54° 08’ 30//) Bar Oe Yan 
5 4 


. antes : : op ey Cr hal 
Third approximation (with assumed latitude 54!’ 07! 10)... 54°) iar! 
7 


A graphic method, based upon these approximations, shows that the values of the 
_ third approximation are correct to the nearest second. 


Resulting error of watch (deduced from third approximation)..18m. 48s. slow 


From this error of watch the observation on Altair is reduced, and a mean aluev 
of the latitude found as follows :— 


BREE ED TUCTICAN © 3g 5p acl cain ss fed tosisise wench oz Sea eles Om. 35s. 
PLEMENT UE PUIPIG ys os oes eels nos 406% cor sessc-eseere 8/ 451) 
eatin SCTICIMT! Hite OF ALEAIY . 6.006. cc ence cic ten cece 44° 25! 14" 
SMA soe sissy wolves s pense FS 9 oo sees cece 54° 7 AT" 
fean latitude :— . 

2 / " 

Pole Star observations...... wiles Brewor st ae etawra eels pS tiwizsss ag 
54° 7! 140 
a ; ; ; 54° VWeaye 
Observation on Altair (deduplicated).........+.+5 00+ platelet 1 54° 7 AT 


4/216° 49/ 50" 
54° 7! 270 
North Island, August 24. 
} (One hundred and eighty paces N. 43° E, from south point of island.) 


if Observation on Pole Star. 


Ee Time by watch...... .. 9h, 50m, 22s———Polaris...... Jeu l09> 6621! 
= “« a APE & Clete: Se esoore 109° 11! 32/! 
x ao Ute oh rn. boat hk Ye >, 504109 Int “ae 

“ Gee, et Pipe tha 3 109° FOr 220 


The error of watch as deduced from error August 23, and rate, allowing tor 
_ change of longitude, is 19m. 8s. slow. 


i i from the four observations :— 
Resulting latitude from DG rere: 


54! 10! 48// 
54° 10/ 37// 
54’ 10! 53// 


Mean..54° 10/ 39// 
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The difference between observations on Polaris and Altair at Ja-lun River is 40/’. 
Half the difference may therefore be added to the present latitude to correct for errors 
presumably in instrument, as shown by this discrepancy :— 

54° 10/ 39/! 
20! 


54° 10! 59! 


LONGITUDES. 
Anchor Cove, Skidegate Inlet. 
Longitude, 132° 14/ 19/! 
Determined in 1866 by D. Pender, Master R. N., and given on Admiralty Chart 
No. 48 of Skidegate Inlet. This is unquestionably the best determined longitude on 
the islands. 


Forsyth Point, Houston-Stewart Channel. 
Longitude, 131° 11/ 30’ 


Determined by examination of track survey and long bearings taken on outlying 
points proceeding from Skidegate. The scales for the successive parts of the survey 
are ascertained from the latitude observations taken, and from these, by the method 
of latitudes and departures, the longitude given above has been worked out. 


The values of this longitude, determined in various ways, are given below : 


131° 09! Oo” Messrs. Inskip, Gordon and Knox, of H.M.S. Virago, in 1853,. 
; as given on Admiralty Chart No. 2168. 


131° 11) 2977 Calculated by ascertaining true departure on track survey, 
and reducing by scale given by latitude observations. 


131° 11! 33/! | Same method. Survey followed round by Bluff Point. 


( Calculated from long bearing, north end Burnaby Island to 
Bluff Point, and by arture on track survey for re- 
mainder of distanc@ total departure reduced by scale 
l given by latitude servations. 


| 
131° 13/ 23/7 4 
| 


The longitude given by Messrs. Inskip, Gordon and Knox is presumably too far | 
to the east, as the whole of the east coast as fixed by them is 13/ east of its true 
longitude on the average. 


Camp, Aug. 8, near Fife Point. 
Longitude, 131° 38/ 0//. 


Determined by bearings on Mount McNeil and mountain at north end of Ste- 
phen’s Island. The positions of these mountains are given on Admiralty Chart No. 
1923, A., from surveys by D. Pender, staff commander, R. N., 1867-70. The bearings 
have been laid down on this chart, and as the latitude of the camp is known, its 
longitude as given above has been determined by a method of minimum error. 
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i : QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS. 239 B 
= 
) Jal-un River. 

ft Longitude, 132° 42/ 15//. 

dl Determined by bearing of N. 30° W. (magnetic, August 23, 1878,) to Cape Kai- 
- gani, Alaska. The longitude of this cape is 132° 43.8/, as ascertained by the United 
_ States Coast Survey (Alaska Coast Pilot). The latitude of Ja-lun River being known, 

the longitude has been determined from the above observation, 

From the above longitudes a scale has been determined for the track survey of the 
north coast of the Queen Charlotte Islands, and the longitude of North Island and 


_ Cape Knox has been ascertained by making use of the same scale for the part of the 
_ survey west of Jal-un River. 


_ Longitudes on the West Coast. 


___ The longitude of the mouth of Skidegate Channel, which opens on the west coast, 
has been found from track survey by means of a scale adapted from those found for 
other parts of the island. The general form of the coast has been determined from 
‘ bearings given in the works of Vancouver and Dixon. From these data it is found 
that the position of Port Kuper is too far to the east. The longitude of Sansnm 
Island, as ascertained by G. Moore, master of H.M.S. Thetis, in 1852, and given on 
| Admiralty Chart No. 2168, is 132° 9/40//, This now becomes 132° 20/ 0//, 

; The error in the former value corresponds with that of 13’ which is found to exist 
_ along the east coast of the islands in charts made before 1854. The value now given 
_ is probably less rather than greater than the true amount; and it corresponds well 
_ with Vancouver's and Dixon’s bearings along the west coasts when the magnetic 

variation is correctly allowed for. 
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sare abundant, 


hich the pebble 


of 3 vey syenite and light gry 


ep | SRreeee 7 ECT WOO CONS EMSS. VETERE Ws VD 


70 d gneiss. Strike N. 68 W. dif N22 E.< go. 
| Stria N. 20 EY 
18, Coarse reddish “ay gneiss. Strike S. 48 E. dip north-east. 
19. Coarse grey Ene? is. Strike E. 20 N. dip S.20 EF. = 45.. 
20. Grey and greyish red gneiss. Strike N. 45 E. dip N. 45 W. 
r schist with fine lines of stratification. Strike E. 10 N. 
<=} 45- 
22, Same rock as 2x. Strike S. 70 W. dip N. 20 W. Stria N. 
23. Dark grey glossy| 
UA. Grey, finely ribfoned silicious slate, felsitic and slightly calcareous. 


26. Grey gneiss. Strike S. a5 E. dip E. 25 N. 
27. Dark greenish gruy felsitic and hornblendic schist. Strike S. 27 W. dig E. 


. 

28. Grey calcarcous lightly crystalline steatitic schist. Strike S.37 W. dip 
E. 37S. 

29. Gneiss. Strike 70 W. dif N. 20 E. 

30. Fine greenish grey gneiss. Strike E. dip N. < 35. 

Sl. Greenish grey gnetss.s Strike N. 40 E. dif N. so W. Strie N. 

32. Green epidotichornblende schist. Strike S.70 W. dip N.20 W. Stria N. 


with veins of green epidotic hornblende schist. Strike 
Stria S.5 W. 
y. 40 £. dip S. so W. 
36. Dark grey gneis: Strike W.10 N. dip S.10 W.< 45. Strie N. 20 BE. 
37. Grey gneiss. Strike W 10S. dip N. 10 W.<= 70. Striea N.3 E. 
38. Dark grey gneiss, Strike N. 20 W. dip E. 20 N. <= 8s. 
39. il ss V4 Strike N. 18 £. dip E. 18 S. <= Bo. 
40. Very coarse grey gneiss. Strike E. dip S. <= 45. 
41. Grey quartz rock, Strike E. 20. S. dip S. 20 W. 
42. Yellow pearl spar in guarts. Strike E.&8 N. dif N.8 W. 
N. 16 E. a 
43. 7 bluish grey calcarcous felsitic schist. Strike W.3N. Strie N. 16 
44, Same rock as 43, Bed, grey gneiss. Strike S. 65 W. dip N.25 W. <= 45. 
45. Gneiss. Strike N. 45E. dip. N. 45 W.< 45. 
46. Yellow pearl spay in quartz. Strike W.20S. dif S.20E.< 85. Strie 
N. 20 E. | 
47. Grey gneiss. Strike N. dip Wi 45? 
48. Grey gneiss conteining reddish and greenish spots. Strike W.15 N. dip 
N.15 £. <= 
49. Fine grained granish gneiss. Strike E, dip qo. Stria S. 26 W. 
50. Soft grey schist full of grains of cli viterous quartz, with others of 
tron pyrites. Strike E. 22S. dip N. 22 E.=< 85. 
. Iron Island. Sirpentine with calcareous joints and hard serpentine rock 
ofa bright grem color. Strong magnetic disturbance here. 
. Very dark grey Gorite. Strike W. 12S. dip N.12 W. Stria N.6 Py 
. Grey quarts rock, Strike W. dip Si. 45. Stria N.8 £- 
. Silictous conglomerate. Strike E. dif go. 
55. Micacceous grey greiss, finely joned. Strike S. 43 B. ap NV. 47 £. 
. Grey felsitic schit shewing very fine lines of stratification. Strike N60 
W. dip N. 2, < 85, Stria S. 70 W. 
. Massive grey mice schist with glossy spots. Strike E. 10 N. dip S. 10 W. 
= 50. 
58. Same rock as No. 59. , 
59. Dark green crystalline dtorite, with calespar in the joints, holds iron 
pyrites and small veins of quartz. 
60. Gucise. Strike N. 63 W. dip N. 27 B. Stria N. 25 E. 
I. Greyenciss. Strike S. GE. dip N. 3 E. Striz N.20£E. 
62. Same rock as 63. |Strike W. 15 N- dip N.15E. Stria N. 16 E. 
63. Nearly black ened crystalline hornblende schist, 
64. Grey gneiss. Site N.4sE 
(65. Very light grey ihe grained granite. Strike N. 45 E. 


60. Strie 


1, Dip Easterly 45- => 
\ black, findly cry$talline hornblende schist, Strike E. 10 N. dip 
: o_E. —= 


hist thickly spotted with whitish felspar, giving it a 
arance. Strike E. dip S. 
Strike N. 60 E. dip N. 30 Wiz 45. Strie N. 24 £, 
Strike N. x5 E. dip N. 75 W.<= 80. 
trike S. 65 B. dip uncertain. Strie N. 70 E. 
2 rockas 73. \S the S. 52 E. dip N. 38 E. Stria N.5 E. 
Compact dark grdenish grey diorite with a little calcspar in the joints. 
; trike 1 Striz N. 10 £. 


78. Compact dark greenish grey dior’?+ trike S. Go E. 

79. Same rock as 80. Strike 1 . Lio W. Strie N.35 £. 
80. Dark greyish green divrit: + °+%: <i he N. so W. dip N. 40 Z. 
81. Gneiss. te » & 
82. Gueiss. Strike B._ St: 

83. Finely grained filcgh cote ike N. 60 W. dif N. 30 E. Strie 

WV. 2 Me 
84. Finely crystallin Black hornblende schist full of dull garnets os large as 
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8 R,—My report, containing a summary of the results of the opera- 
of the season of 1879, is herewith respectfully submitted. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
ROBERT BELL, 


REPORT 
ON EXPLORATIONS ON THE 


CHURCHILL AND NELSON RIVERS 


AND AROUND 
GOD’S AND ISLAND LAKES, 
1879. 

BY 


ROBERT BELL, M.D., F.GS., O.E. 


Before proceeding to state the results of the work to which this 
report refers, I shall give a brief narrative of the season’s operations 
and mention the methods pursued in endeavouring to accomplish the Methods 
objects we had in view. In 1878 I had made a track-survey and Ronee 
geological examination of the boat-route from Lake Winnipeg to, 
- Hudson’s Bay by way of Oxford and Knee lakes, and the rivers thence 
to York Factory. I had also made topographical and gedlogical sur- Previous 
veys of the lower part of Nelson River, and of the upper part of the panties 
same stream, from Lake Winnipeg nearly to Split Lake, leaving unfin- 
ished the central part. In 1879 I was to complete this and to @XAMINe Work for 1879. 
as much of the Churchill River as the season would permit. In order to 
accomplish this I proceeded, as before, by way of the city of Winnipeg 
to Norway House, which I again made my headquarters for the season. 
“It is due to the officers of the Hudson’s Bay Company that I should Aeknoulew: 
here again express our indebtedness to them for their uniform kindness **!#t#nce- 
and for the substantial assistance which they often rendered, enabling 
us to accomplish much more than would otherwise have been possible. 
In this connection I must mention more particularly Mr. Grahame, the 
_ Chief Commissioner, Mr. J. McTavish of Fort Garry, Mr. Wm. Flett of 
' the Stone Fort, Mr. Roderick Ross of Norway House, Mr. C. Sinclair 
of Oxford House, Mr. Linklater of Island Lake, Mr. J. R. Spencer of 
- Fort Churchill, and Mr. Joseph Fortescue of York Factory. 
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I was assisted during the season by Mr. A. 8. Cochrane, who had 


8 ; 
pei accompanied me on a former survey, and through his efficiency as an 
explorer the extent of our field-work was largely increased. On my 
journey west, by way of the lakes, I picked up, at the Sault Ste. Marie, 
whe three men whose merits I had tested on long explorations in previous 


ears. 

Z A few days after our arrival in Manitoba, the officers ef the Hud- 
son’s Bay Company kindly allowed myself and party to take passage 
by the steamer Colville (which also towed our York boat) from Lower 
Fort Garry to George’s Island, or the greater part of the distance to 
Norway House, for which they made no charge. They also gave me 
the use of the York boat referred to for the summer. 

Before reaching Norway House, although diligent enquiry was 
made, no reliable information could be obtained with regard to the 
Want of | Churchill River, the central portion of the Nelson, or the country 
ee lying between these two streams ; and even at this post very little was 

known on the subject. This arises from the fact that both these rivers 
Abandoned _BAVe long since been abandoned as “ voyaging” routes by the Hudson’s 
Tivers. Bay Company, and also that no Indians live at or near the parts I was 
to examine. At Norway House it was ascertained that a route for 
sates small canoes existed between Split Lake on the Nelson and the head- 
Churchill River waters of the Little Churchill River, and I determined to follow it and 
the latter stream to the Great Churchill, and to descend this river to 
the sea. As it was necessary to find out everything as we went along, 
the question of how best to finish my survey of the central part of the 
Nelson River was left to be decided as circumstances might determine. 


Norway House. 


Mr. Cochrane’s Defore leaving Norway House, Mr. Cochrane was instructed to pro- 

instructions. geed to God’s Lake and Island Lake and to make track-surveys and a 
geological examination of their shores, as well as of his routes in 
going from Oxford House and returning to it again, The position of 
Oxford House I had determined the previous year. Mr. Cochrane 
performed this service in a very satisfactory manner. 


N orway House _ left Norway House on the 16th of J uly with four Indians and two 
Churckin, Small canoes, and reached Fort Churchill, by the route above indicated, 
on the 5th of August, having completed a track-survey and made a 
geological examination of the whole distance. On reaching the 
junction of the Little with the Great Churchill River, I left most of 
my outfit in charge of one man, and with the other three made an 
upward exploration of the main river for two days, so that the time 
occupied on the journey between Norway House and the sea, at Fort 


Churchill, was only seventeen days, two of which were lost owing to 
rain, 


Le ee a — 


» 
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om be Bee of the perro I started in a boat with my own 
, xamine the coast of Hudson’s Bay northward, but circum- 
ee eee - return. The Hudson’s Bay Company’s ship ship from 
# ec the same day that I returned to the mouth of the Londons 
river, and the captain kindly agreed to give a passage to myself and 
men to York Factory. While the ship was lying at Fort Churchill, I 
mude an approximate survey of the surrounding region. 
At York Factory I obtained some provisions, and, with the men who 
accompanied me from: Norway House, proceeded in the same small 
_ canoes to ascend the Nelson River to the point which had been reached Nelson River. 
_ when en route for Churchill. The river above the first rapids proved 
' very difficult to ascend and the journey occupied a longer time than I 
had expected, but with the aid of the game and fish which we obtained 
we managed to subsist. 
A short distance above Split Lake, the Grass River enters the Nelson Grass River. 
on the west side. Having already explored the Nelson above this point 
both in 1878 and 1879, I determined to ascend the Grass River, and 
from one of its branches I again reached the Nelson at the foot of Sipi- 
wesk Lake. I next made a track-survey of the north-western channels Other surveys. 
and arms of this lake, and then of the channels to and from Duck Lake, 
- as well as of the latter lake itself. 
In going up from Pipestone Lake to Norway House I surveyed a 
small channel of the Nelson, which runs for some miles through the uh eg 
eastern part of Ross’ Island, of which both sides were mapped in 1878, ee 
and the island found to be over fifty miles in length. In the course 
of these explorations along the Nelson River, observations were taken Observations. 
for latitude, longitude and the variation of the compass, and a number 
of photographs were obtained. 
On reaching Norway House again, I found that Mr. Cochrane had 
returned only a day or two in advance of myself, and as soon as we Decree 
could get ready we set out for Manitoba in the same York boat in Manitoba. 
which we had come. The season proving very stormy with head- 
winds, we were three weeks in reaching Lower Fort Garry. Having 
’ made a track-survey in 1878 of the west side of Lake Winnipeg from 


4 

_ the Dog’s Head southward, the east side was followed on the present Sketch of part, 
. 8 re 

e mouth of Red River, and a sketch Lake Winnipeg 


oceasion from this place to th 
of its outline taken. 

When in Manitoba, it was my intention to have made a geological 
examination of the line of the Canadian Pacific Railway eastward from 
_ Red River to Rat Portage, but it was not found practicable to do s0, iy ae 
and as the season was well advanced I returned to Montreal, which I Montreal. 


reached on the 11th of November. 
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Summary of The following list shows the respective lengths of the several track- 
meth surveys which were made by myself :— bi 
11eS- 
1. Canoe-route from Split Lake to Was-kai-ow-a-ka Lake.......... 42 
2, Shores of this lakes /cewea lea nese a0 «02/02 5-9) lslnie.s aie < e 
3. Little Churchill River, following ifs’ COUTBO naiele tie suet eiae seers Ap ke) 
4, Great Churchill River, following its course..::...-.--2+--ee+0> 169 
5. Shore lines, &c., in the vicinity of Fort Churchill............-- 40 
6, Nelson River, including some re«surveys; but not the lakes on its 
COULLE: 25 o:0. 4 6:85 bio apo ow 9010160 « viehesis oinjaleislnie elm: gia.ni=/g\eleterelslol” Pee AIP 
7. Shores and connecting channels of Gull, Split, and Sipi-wesk 
lakes, not including islands and the smaller bays.......-....s 232 


8. Grass River and likes in its cotirse, counting only the straightest 
‘line through each lake, between the peers at which I entered 


En OM Cine Ore SA ee aL AeRGaUdh crea aadc.cii: work 30 vast ace LOS 

9. Part of the east shore of Lake Winnipes between the Dog’s Head 
and the mouth of Red River.............+0. 010» einle'e wilslaveiaiesiinse 64 
TOtA} aii oo.siel oe wie sera cica omar seiner e cemeteries ae SIO oUt -- 1,069 


These surveys, checked by the numerous latitudes which were 
taken, and knowing the longitudes of a few points and the magnetic 
variation which was frequently ascertained, enable us to lay down, 
with sufficient accuracy for present purposes, a considerably amount 

Data foramap. of topography. As, however, it is proposed that I shall continue ope- 
rations during the coming season in the same field, and also extend the 
area explored, it is considered best to publish a map of the results of 
both years’ work at the same time. For the same reason I propose 
next year to describe the whole region more fully, so that the present 
report may be considered as being to some extent only provisional. 

Map showing ‘The area covered by Mr. Cochrane’s explorations having being con- 

explorations. fined within narrower limits, may be considered as finished, and his 
map accompanies this report. 

ps The following list shows the number of miles of track-survey 
accomplished by Mr. Cochrane :— 


1, The channels between Great and Little Playgreen Lakes........ + 
2. Jack River, from Rossville mission to above the second rapids... 25 
3. Canoe-route from Knee Lake to God’s Lake.............. weeee Gmen 
4. Shores of main body of Gud's Lake. J slcontuvecekes vsaoutcecs 136 
5. Canoe-route, including Rat, Clearwater and Touchwood lakes, - 
between Oxford hako'and God's takes -cceeeeeiee cen re sae eG 
6. Canoe-route between God’s and Island jadteg’ Esaielate iets’ esol ete <= vist) | EGU 
7. Shores of Island Lake, all around......... pie ieleis. sel ste Seabee veve) WLS 
Lota) va ecssmiciccereeiere cree SEO Nose SEE se os 


————, 


A somewhat less accurate track-survey, embodying upwards of forty 


CHURCHILL AND NELSON RIVERS. 50 


miles of shore-lines, which was made of the upper division of God’s 
Lake, is not included in the foregoing statement. 
The surveys mentioned in the above lists, amounting in the aggre- 
gate to 1,655 lineal miles, were completed in less than three months Time and mei 
with the assistance ot only six men. Although they are made only as a Asad 
accessory to our geological work, they afford a good knowledge of the 
principal geographical features of the country, and may be found use- 
. ful for various other purposes at any future time. Besides performing 
the foregoing track-surveys, both Mr. Cochrane and I resurveyed in Resurveys. 
the same manner considerable stretches, not included in the above 
“statements, which I had gone over in 1878 for the sake of checking 
distances and obtaining greater accuracy of detail. 


In the course of the above surveys, I took a large number of obser- 
vations both of the sun and pole-star, for latitude and the variation of ‘ 
the coritpass. Others for longitude were also made at a few points. Sheaeratione 
In addition to this astronomical work, the reading of the barometer 
4was constantly kept for ascertaining differences of level of water and 
the elevations on land, and the temperatures of rivers and lakes were Elevations and 
noted as indicated by the thermometer. There was not a very great meee 
diversity of scenery. However, I exposed about forty prepared dry 
plates, which gave as many photographic views as it was thought photographs. 
worth taking, in order to show the characters of the different parts of 
the region explored, or to represent any points of particular interest 
met with. A few of these have been used in preparing the illustra- fiustrations. 
tions which accompany this report. ; 

T made a considerable collection of plants as I went along, and Prof. 
Macoun, of Albert University, Belleville, has kindly furnished a list 
of the specimens which I submitted to him. This will be found Ses, 
- in the appendix. The best part of my collection was made along the collections. 
_ Nelson River, but the greater portion of this was unfortunately lost, 
owing to an aécident. Professor Macoun has, however, found 237 
_ species among the specimens brought home. Notes were kept in re- oe 
gard to the nature of the woods in all localities visited, and the trees. 
_ geographical range of the various shrubs and timber-trees was recorded. 
Some remarks on this subject will be found further on. The informa- 
tion derived from a study of the distribution of the trees and shrubs, 
and of the flora generally, in any district, affords us one of the most 
certain means of judging of its climate for agricultural purposes. It 
will be seen that the general trend of the northern limits of the forest- Northern limite- 
trees in the region under consideration agrees with that of the isother-°*P°""" 
mal lines as determined from other data. 


The character of the soil was always noted, as well as any facts Soil. 


Climate. 


Zoology. 


Habits of 
Mammals. 


Dr. Elliott 
Coues. 


List of speci- 
mens collected. 


Fishes of Lake 
Winnipeg. 


Herring white- 
fish. 


Pike-perch. 
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which had béen ascertained by the officers of the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany or others in regard to the crops which might be raised. Besides 
our own experience in regard to the nature of the climate, information 
was collected from others as to rain, snow, frosts, winds, &c., all with 
a view to ascertain as far as possible how much of the country may 
some day be turned to account for the support of man. Facts bearing 
on these subjects will be given in the course of this report. 


Attention was paid to the zoology of the country explored as far as 
our time would permit. 


Mammais.—I continued to gather information as to the habits and 
life-history of all the species known to inhabit the district, both by 
direct observation and by prosecuting my enquiries among the officers 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company and the better class of Indian hunters. 
I have been collecting notes on this subject for several years from all 
parts of the basin of Hudson’s Bay, and I propose to give the results 
in a future report. In the meantime I beg to express my obligations 
to the gentlemen referred to and also to Dr. Elliott Coues, of Wash- 
ington, D.C., the well-known authority in this department, for the 
correct determination of some of the smaller species. 


Birds.—A list will be found in the appendix of fifty-five species of 
birds, of which I obtained specimens of either the skins or eggs. 
This list may be of some interest in extending our knowledge of the 
geographical range and of the breeding grounds of some of the species 
enumerated. Although the number of birds whose occurrence was 
noticed is considerable, I have not added their names to this list, in 
case of doubt. During the coming season I hope to procure speci- 
mens of many of them, along with others not hitherto noticed. 


Fishes.—In travelling “light” in small canoes I was unable to 
carry along alcohol for preserving the smaller species, and none can 
be obtained at the posts in the district. When opportunities occurred, 
however, I preserved specimens of the larger fishes with common salt. 
Before publishing a list of the fishes of the district, it will be well to 
take advantage of the opportunities which it is expected will be 
afforded during the coming summer for adding to the number of 
species already known, and increasing our knowledge of the distribu- 
tion of the others. I may mention that I have ascertained the exist- 
ence of twenty-one species in Lake Winnipeg or the adjacent waters. 
From specimens which I sent to Professor Baird, Professor Gill, of the 
Smithsonian Institution, has determined the herring white-fish, which 
is caught in abundance at the mouths of the Nelson and Hayes rivers, 
to be Coregonus Artedi. The same fish is abundant at the mouths of all 
the rivers around James’ Bay. The pike-perch from York Factory he 
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identifies as Stizostethium Canadense. A fine grayling was obtained in Grayling. 
the brooks flowing into the Churchill near the sea. From a specimen 
submitted to Prof. Gill, he finds the species to be Thymallus signifer. 

The salmon frequenting the mouth of the Churchill is the same species gatmon. 

* which is more abundant on the east side of Hudson’s Bay, and was 
referred to in my report for 1877. A sea-trout is also found in the Sea-trout. 
mouths of the Churchill, Nelson and Hayes rivers, as well as along the 

east side of Hudson’s and James’ bays. 


Insects.—The Coleoptera, which I collected in the region of the aa hh 
Churchill and Nelson rivers, were kindly determined by Dr. J. L. 
LeConte, of’ Philadelphia, and a list of them will be found in the 
appendix. The Lepidoptera of the district which I explored last Lepidoptera. 
summer have been studied by Herr Geffcken, formerly of Stuttgart, 
Germany, who has kindly furnished me with the list of species given 
in the appendix. The specimens were collected principally by the 
Venerable Archdeacon Kirkby, who resided until 1879 at York 
Factory. 


Mollusks —Owing to the muddy and brackish nature of the water, 5, ason’s Bay. 
no mollusks are found in the part of Hudson’s Bay near York Factory. 
About the mouth of the Churchill river the only living species observed 
were the common mussel (Mytilus edulis) and a species of Littorina. 
Dead shells were abundant on the beach, of Pecten Islandicus, Cardium 
Tslandicum, Mya arenaria, M. truncata, Astarte lactea and Rhynchonella 
psittacea, but all these appear to have been washed out of the drift-clay, 
which abounds from below the sea-level upward. A list of the fresh- List of fresh- 
water shells collected in the district, together with some from Manitoba, ieee 
is given in the appendix. 


WATERS OF THE Rep AND ASSINIBOINE RIVERS. 


In the earlier days of the Geological Survey, analyses were made by 
Dr. T. Sterry Hunt of the waters of the great rivers of what then con- 
stituted Canada, as well as of those of many mineral springs and wells. 
As it was considered desirable to continue this important work in refer- 
ence to the principal rivers now included in the Dominion, I obtained gamples from 
samples of the waters of the Nelson, Red and Assiniboine rivers for dnt 
experiment. A complete qualitative and quantitative analysis of each 
of the two last mentioned is now being made in the laboratory of the 
Geological Survey, and the results will be reported on by Mr. Hoff- 
mann. Having also brought home samples of each of these waters set 
six years before, which were afterwards submitted to Dr. Baker , 
Edwards, F.C.S., for analysis, I shall give his results in referring to 
the subject of the water-supply of the city of Winnipeg. The bottles 
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contaitiing thé sample of the Nelson River water were unfortunately 
broken on the way to Montreal, when our boxes were violently tossed 
about dn a steamer during a gale of wind in Lake Huron. 


The Water Supply of the City of Wainipeg. 


City of Owing to the rapid growth of the city of Winnipeg, which already 
ee contains a large population; the quéstiot of providing it with a cheaper, 
Importance of and, if possible, a better stipply of water than that afforded by the 
abetter supply.» osont primitive ard inadequate methdd has become a matter of great 
Wells. importance. The waters derived from the wells sunk in the stratified 
clay in and around the city, although clear and sparkling, are not 
always pleasant to the taste, and they are evidently too highly charged 
with mineral salts to be desirable for domestic use. Besides these 
objections, the quantity which might be obtained from such wells 
would, no doubt, prove quite inadequate for the wants of a large town. 
Waters ofthe Lhe water of either the Red or Assiniboine River is fairly good, and 
Red and Assini- as these streams afford the most convenient sources from which to 
draw an unlimited supply, any information as to the nature of their 
respective waters will be of interest at the present time. Dr. Edwards’ 
analyses, to which I have referred, were made in June and July, 1879. 
The samples were collected by myself on the 18th of October, 1873— 
that of the Assiniboine at Fort Garry Ferry, and that of Red River a 
few miles above the confluence of the two rivers. In each case the 
Collogine of samples were taken from the centre of the stream. They were pre- 
served in hard glass bottles, at a pretty uniform temperature, in a 
cellar in Montreal until required for analysis. Having been kept for 
such a length of time, a portion of the organic matter has most likely 
been lost, but the mineral constituents have probably not been affected 
to any practical extent. Before the analyses were undertaken the 
greater part of the suspended impurities had settled to the bottom, and 
the decanted water, being almost clear, was not filtered, The quantities 

operated upon were smaller than would have been desirable, but owin 
eed to Dr. Edwards’ skill, and his experience as a water anal t Th ; 
) > yst, I have no 
PLES doubt his figures represent very nearly the composition of the respec- 
tive rivers at the above date. The samples handed to Messrs. Hoffmann 
and Adams, and which were collected in the corresponding period in 
the month of October (1879), were taken from each river at a short 
Reco distance above its junction with the other. It may be expected that 
composition. some change has taken place in the composition of these waters in the 
interval of six years, owing to various causes, among which may be 
mentioned the dredging by the United States authorities of the bottom 
of the Red River throughout a considerable part of its course, to the 
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cultivation and drainage of land, and perhaps also to the increased rain- 
fall in Manitoba during the last few years. These analyses may, 
therefore, be found to possess some historical interest ;— 


WATER OF THE ASSINIBOINE IN J] 873. 


Total solid contents in 
grains per Imperial gallon. 


1. Organic matter (loss by ignition) ............22eepesees OO! 
ERO ALGIG RE DAAC tng cio cielo ale ialule ee s\cls-s Ses o-s'a0 ve ec'ss 439 > 

Pee Oa Cle COFDONRGO) goa a6. aces cn. cose is Rada aipesieis are ousia fouer'as 7-05 
ap ROMs AUEININA BG BEICR sc cg <a sc c8 555 sicles «cs cee ace wel OG 
5. Alkaline salts, chiefly as chlorides..... oihicet te eco aces 
6, Magnesia sulphate,..,.... ree teetys woot vhs Soe TOL 7°81 

30°09 

; 37°80 

Hardness by Clarke’s scale, 10°5°. 
WATER OF THE RED RIVER IN 1873. 
Total solid contents in 
grains per Imperial gallon. 

1. Organic matter (loss by ignition)........-..sseeeee ace 5°28 
Te GHIGIOHUIDRALG, ovels dsc one wciswiccsybeseretecevcescens 2°42 
3. Calcic carbonate. ..... She sie s SOS Ie Ao Aas wlele ae Ais pine porctaree 10°50 
4. Iron and alumina, 2°80 ; silica, -98.......2. eseeee s-eeee 3-78 
5. Alkaline salts, chiefly as chlorides.........+++-+..++0+- 5-18 

. 21.88 

27°16 


Hardness by Clarke’s scale, 9°. 


It will be observed from the above analyses that (all things consid- 
_ ered) the water of the Red River is rather better than that of the 
Assiniboine. This, I think, is contrary to the general belief, owing to 
the greater quantity of mechanically suspended impurities in the Red 
River water. The amount of organic matter in both is considerable, 
and would, no doubt, be greater in fresh samples. 
They contain a large quantity of lime salts, the carbonate pre- 
dominating in the Red River, while the Assiniboine has the most 
sulphate. Magnesia sulphate does not appear to be present in appre- 
ciable quantity in the water of the Red River, while its occurrence in 
so large a proportion in the Assiniboine water constitutes its worst 
feature. If the Red River in any part of its course contained magnesia 
sulphate, its absence in the stream near Fort Garry at the above date 
may be accounted for by its having been precipitated by the carbonate 
of iron contained in springs and surface water flowing into the river, 
or by the carbonate of potash resulting from the lixiviation of the 
ashes left by the extensive burning of the timber belt going on almost 
every year along the course of the river. And this suggests a means 
by which the Assiniboine water might be freed of its Epsom salts, in 


Assiniboine 
water. 


Red River 
water, 


Comparison of 
waters. 


Relative | 
composition, 
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case it should be found otherwise desirable for the supply of the city, 
namely, by adding to it a certain amount of wood ashes, which could 
easily be obtained so long as wood is so largely used as fuel. In this 
way a salubrious salt, the sulphate of potash, would be substituted in 
the water for one which Dr. Parkes, the well-known writer on sanitary 
science, says should not exceed three grains to the gallon in a whole- 
some water. 

Stage of water The samples of water analysed by Dr. Edwards were collected after 


when samples, along term of dry autumn weather, and at a time when both rivers 
were rather low. They would, therefore, represent the average com- 
position of the streams better than if they had been collected at any 
other season. During the spring freshet the waters would contain a 
larger proportion of organic matter relatively to the mineral salts, in 
summer they would be affected locally and temporally by the wash 
from thunderstorms, while during the winter they would be excep- 
tionally pure. 

I might mention in connection with this subject that the same year 
in which I brought home the above samples of water, I collected speci- 

Se eat mens of the white efflorescing salt or “alkali” which every traveller 

by, the Assini- observed around many of the lakes and covering the dry beds of ponds 
in the region drained by the western branch of the Assiniboine, and 
found that it consists principally of sulphate of sodium and magnesinm, 
together with chlorides of calcium and sodium. 

Improvement As to the possibility of improving either of these waters before dis- 
tributing them in the city, 1 may remark that, while much of the 
coarser matter held in suspension might be thrown down in settling 
ponds, a portion of it is so very fine that it cannot be got rid of in this 
way. The turbid water of the Red River imparts a muddy appear- 
ance to the whole length of Lake Winnipeg, notwithstanding the 
immense volume of clearer water supplied by the Winnipeg River, | 
and along with the milky Saskatchewan it is discharged by the Nelson 
River into the sea—still very muddy—700 miles from the city of | 
Winnipeg. 5 

Filtration. Filtration is the only effective remedy for this defect, and in addi- 

: tion to the sand and gravel for removing the mechanical impurities, 
there should be a layer of animal charcoal for eliminating the organic 
matters. Such a provision would add comparatively little to the cost 
of filtration, since this substance is found in practice to act efficiently 

Petvarstionse in such cases for a great length of time. Unfiltered river waters, 

diseases, more than any other kind, are frequently the medium for propagating 
such diseases as typhoid fever, cholera, diarrhcea, dysentry, internal 
parasites, &c., by means of the living germs which they contain, and 
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which multiply with extraordinary rapidity in the warm weather. 

The danger arising from this cause will increase in the case of the 

rivers under consideration, as the districts through which they flow 

_-become more thickly inhabited. Almost the entire area drained by geology of the 

the Assiniboine is believed to be underlaid by soft flat-lying rocks of "Y™ P*i™* 
Cretaceous age, while the basin of the Red River lies principally on 

Silurian strata. Its largest branch, however, the Red Lake River, 

which flows from the eastward, rises in the metamorphic region to the 

west of Lake Superior. 


: A supply of better water might be brought down at some future Other possible 
_ time from one of the clear streams of the Pembina or the Riding supply. = 
Mountain; or it might be conveyed from the Broken-head, White- 

mouth or Winnipeg River, or even from the Lake of the Woods 

(which lies at a very considerable elevation above the Lower Red 

River Valley,) should the city become sufficiently populous and wealthy 

to afford the great expense which would be involved in the operation. 

The streams flowing entirely through the Laurentian country, beyond 

the Winnipeg, could, no doubt, furnish a still purer and softer water 

than any of the sources which have just been mentioned. 


A large amount of rain falls in Winnipeg, especially in the months 

of May and June, and probably the quantity of most excellent soft 
water which is shed from the roof of every house and lost, if husbanded, 
would prove sufficient for the wants of its occupants. In order to _ 
preserve this supply, a large cistern might be dug below the bottom Cisterns. 
of the cellar floor, so as to protect the water from frost in winter and 
evaporation in summer. This should be lined with hydraulic cement 
and covered with iron, over which a thick layer of earth ought to be 
spread. A quantity of scrap iron might be plrced in the bottom. 
The only openings should be those admitting the feed-pipe and pump- 
tube. The water might be made to pass through a filtering box before 
entering the cistern. If the cellar should be liable to be flooded, the 
upper part of the cistern might be puddled all round after the manner 
_ adopted by miners to keep out water. 

It may be interesting to compare the waters of the Red River and comparison 
the Assineboine with those of rivers in other parts of the world, both Merona 
in regard to their solid constituents and to their hardness. The foleerer™ 
lowing list shows the number of grains of solid matter, of all kinds, 
per gallon, in a number of the rivers of Europe :—Thames, above 
“London, 15 to 185; Seine, at Paris, 20:0; Rhine, at Lyons, 1288 ; 
~ Garonne, at Toulouse, 9°56; Loire, at Mehung, 9°52 ; Scheldt, in Bel- 

 gium, 20-49; Rhine, at Basle, 11:97; Spree, at Berlin, 5-0; Danube, 
at Vienna, 10-15. 
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Dr, T. Sterry Hunt found the clear water of the St. Lawrence at the 
Cascades to contain 11:74 grains of solids to the gallon, while the 
brown water of the Ottawa at St. Anne’s contained only 4°84 grains, 
the colouring being due to a minute quantity of vegetable matter 
derived from swamps at the head waters of the river, while the invis- 
ible impurities of the St. Lawrence consisted mainly of mineral salts, 

The hardness of the St. Lawrence at the Cascades was found by Dr. | 
Edwards to be 3°5°, and of the Ottawa at St. Anne’s 2°5°, while that of — . 
the mixed water of the tworivers supplied to Montreal varied from 2° — 
to 3° according to the season of the year. The Assiniboine and the 
Red River waters, although harder than those of the St. Lawrence or 
Ottawa, are not much worse in this respect than much of the water — 
supplied to towns in England, as shown by the following examples 
taken from Dr. Wanklyn’s treatise on Water Analysis :—The Thames, 
above London, 14°; Castleton, Derbyshire (water supply), 11°; Oxton, 
Birkenhead, 11:9° ; Chelmsford, Essex, 13°3°; Kirbyshore, Westmore- 
land, 22°; Chatham, 24°. 


GEOLOGICAL AND GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE REGIONS EXPLORED. 


Owing to the uniformity in the geological character of large areas of 
the region which I passed over, and the total absence for long distances . 
of any rocks older than the drift, this report may be shortened and 
simplified by including a notice of the geological observations in the 
general account of the season’s operations. This will be arranged in 
the order in which the work was performed, as already indicated. 


The track-survey which I made in 1878 of the upper part of the 
Nelson River, terminated at the Goose-hunting River, about half way 
from Lake Winnipeg to the sea. On my way to the Churchill River I 
resumed the survey of the Nelson at this point, and continued it to 
Split Lake, the direction being nearly north and the distance about 
nine miles. Grand Rapid occurs at four miles in a straight line before 
coming to the lake, and has a descent of about fifteen feet in the form 
of asteep chute. This is apparently the only formidable obstruction 
to the navigation of the Nelson River from the south-west extremity 
of Sipi-wesk Lake, or from Red Rocks Rapid, on another channel, all 
the way to the foot of Gull Lake, a distance of about 160 miles, A 
portage of less than 200 yards in length, over a steep ridge of clay and 
rock, leads past this chute, at the foot of which the river makes a short 
western “jog” and receives the Grand River on the left side. At a 
mile and a half below the “jog” the Nelson gives off a large channel 
or discharge to the right, which flows north-east into Split Lake. The 
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Lower Chain-of-Rocks (or Islands) Rapid, with a descent of only about 
two feet, occurs one mile further down. 


Between the Grand Rapid and the western part of Split Lake the Gneiss. 
_ gneiss is partly reddish and partly grey and hornblendic. The strike 
varies in different places from 8. 60° to S. 80° W. It is cut by a num- 
ber of dykes of dark-coloured diorite, some of which, just below the 
junction of the Grass River, are very large. Their run has a general 
north-and-south tendency. On the north side of Split Lake, opposite 
the two inlets of the Nelson, the gneiss is cut by numerous dykes of 
all sizes and running in many directions. Below Chain-of-Rocks 
Rapid, on the north-west side of the river, dark grey quartzite and 
hornblendic schist occur, and also a dark green serpentinous-looking 
rock with a somewhat schistose structure. The Burntwood River, apo" 
large stream, with turbid water like that of the Nelson, enters the 
western extremity of Split Lake. On each side of the mouth of this 
river, the rocks consist of quartzose, felsitic and hornblendic slates, run- 
ning west-south-west, much cut up by trap dykes. Atthe Island of the 
Dead, in the entrance of the river, hornblendic schist is interstratified 
with ribboned quartzite, striking east and west. The rocks on some 
islands about a mile north-east of the western or principal inlet 
- of the Nelson River, consist of dark bluish-green hornblende and mica 
schist, interstratified with ribboned gneissic bands and with irregular 
layers of softer, light green schist, all much contorted. The rocks of 
the point between the Nelson and Burntwood rivers, and the islands 
- for two miles to the north-west of it, may be considered as Huronian, pyronian. 
but beyond this, in the same direction, they pass into gneiss, consisting 
of thin hornblendic and micaceous layers, altertiating with others of 
quartz. 


Split Lake runs east-north-east, and is about twenty-five miles long Split Lake. 
by two or three wide. The rocks along its northern shore consist of 
gneiss, which is generally of a hornblendic character, interstratified 
_ with quartzose layers. Towards the west end the strike is about east 
and west, but elsewhere it is much disturbed. Besides the rocks of 
 Huronian character just described as occurring at this extremity of the 
lake, a green hornblende rock, which was met with on an island near 
the east end, may be of the same age. What appears to be another — 
limited area of Huronian rocks in this part of the country, is met with Homies oe 
~ on the south side of the Grass River where it joins the Nelson. Here, Greate Beyer: 
at about half a mile west of the Grand Rapid portage, there is a rib- 
boned, slaty, hornblendie rock, together with a coarse variety, and a 
dark gray quartzite, dipping S. 20° W. < 60°. These are cut by a 
great ee running about north and south. Siliceous and 
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hornblendic slates are found to the west of this, but at about four 
miles from Grand Rapid portage rusty quartzose gneiss which is 
believed to be Laurentian, appears, dipping S. 40° E. < 60°. 
Countryarounad The country around Split Lake presents a generally even, but 
Bpne Lake. slightly undulating outline. The immediate shore-line is usually rock- 
bound, but on ascending this a deposit of brownish clay, which appears 
to afford a good soil, is found to be spread over the country. The tops 
of the larger and higher islands in the lake are also covered with the 
Temperatureofgame deposit. On the 24th of July the water of Split Lake had a 
nat temperature of 69°, and on the 11th of September of 59° Fah. 
Elevation. | According to my barometric observations, Split Lake would have an 
elevation of 440 feet above the sea. 

In order to reach the waters of the Churchill River we ascended a 
creek on the north side of Split Lake, about half way from its west 
end, and from it made a portage a mile long in a north-westerly direc- 
tion, over a nearly level surface of brownish clay with small spots of 

Prine sphagnum, to a pond, from which another portage, one-third of a mile 

cai long, with the same bearing, brought us to the shore of Assean Lake, 
which runs at right angles to the portage trail. The north-eastern 
part of this lake, which we followed from the portage to the outlet, a. 
distance of nearly seven miles, is narrow and straight. The lake is said 
to run about an equal distance south-westward from the portage, and. 
it must therefore have a total length of about thirteen miles. It has an 
elevation of about twenty feet above Split Lake. The rock on either 
side of the portion which we followed is gneiss, with a general north- 
and-south strike. 


Leaving Assean Lake we followed a small, crooked stream called the 
te ee Ne O-na-ton-wi for a distance of eight miles northward, in a straight line, 
Was-kai-ow-a- to a small lake of the same name. From this we reached the south 

: end of Was-kai-ow-a-ka Lake, at the head of the Little Churchill River, 
by a chain of seven portages and six lakes running north-westward, the 
whole distance being about seven miles in a straight line. The country 
traversed consists of brownish-grey clay, which presents steep banks on 
same of the lakes, in one case eight feet high. Where the ground is 
level it is covered with wet sphagnum. 

WA The eastern division of Was-kai-ow-a-ka Lake runs nearly north, and 
has a length of about twelve miles. The outlet is on the east side, about 
eight miles from the southern extremity, at which it receives a stream ; 

and another, called Pickerel River, enters the north end. Opposite to 

the outlet, a narrow channel connects this with an extension of the 

lake, which the Indians informed me runs south-eastward six or seven 

miles, and has a width of three or four miles. The south-eastern shore 
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From a Photograph by DR. R. BELL, 


VIEW UP THE LITTLE CHURCHILL RIVER, TEN MILES ABOVE RECLUSE LAKE. 


SHewinc GENERAL CHARACTER OF COUNTRY. 


CHURCHILL AND NELSON RIVERS. 15 ¢ 


of the lake washes the base of a ridge of drift, which extends for some 

miles to the north-east and south-west, and presents a bare bank of 

clay rising about sixty feet above the water, from which the lake 

‘ derives its name. The water is clear, and on the 26th of July it had a 
temperature of 67° Fah. It abounds with fish, including grey trout, Fish. 
some of which are very large, whitefish, pike, pickerel, dog-tish and 
suckers. Its elevation above the sea appears from my barometrical gyeyation. 
observations to be 936 feet. The country around is green, the timber 
consisting of spruce, white birch, aspen, balsam-poplar and tamarac, Timber. 


The general course of the Little Churchill River, all the way from Little 
the southern extremity of Was-kai-ow-a-ka Lake to its junction with eae 
the Great Churchill, is nearly north-east, and the distance between the 
points about ninety miles in a straight line. For three miles below the 
outlet the river has a tranquil course, and then expands into a small 
lake, but below this, for some seventeen miles, it is broken, here and 
there, by rapids, past some of which short portages require to be Rapids. 
made. Solid gneiss rock occurs at the rapids, but elsewhere the banks 
consist of clay, gravel or sand. Further on the river flows for a few 
miles with a gentle current, among islands and lagoons, with occasional 
banks of clay, covered in some places with peat four feet thick. The 
accompanying wood-cut is from a photograph taken at the lower end 
of this stretch, looking up-stream. At thirty-eight miles from the 
southern extremity of Was-kai-ow-a-ka Lake, the Switching River 
falls in from the left side, and at five miles further we enter the Recluse Recluse Lakes. 
Lakes, which are of small size and connected by a short sluggish por- 
tion of the river. So far the woods along the river have been generally 
green, but below these lakes the timber is mostly burnt all the way to 
the Great Churchill. 


The rock of the east side of Was-kai-ow-a-ka Lake is a coarsely Souie meee 
crystalline, massive, greyish-red syenitic gneiss, but along the river, 
especially in the first twenty miles below the lake, other varities of 
gneiss are exposed at the rapids. The strike is not uniform, but in most 
cases it approaches a south-westward direction. The Recluse Lakes lie 
- in the north-eastern part of a valley four miles wide, excavated in the 
great clay deposit which is everywhere spread over this region. Along 
the north-west side the banks are from 100 to 150 feet high. On leaving 
the lakes a few rapids occur, but below these, the river, for a long dis- 
tance, flows in a crooked channel of uniform breadth with a tolerably 
swift current, between banks of clay, varying from twenty to one 
hundred and fifty feet in height, but averaging from forty to fifty feet. 
_ The upper part of this deposit appears to be a modified clay, with 
occasional layers of gravel, and sometimes a ridge of gravel and sand 
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above it; while the lower part is unstratified and full of pebbles, with 
some boulders. The latter comprise yellowish-grey magnesian lime- 

Boulders. stone of Silurian age, gneiss, and a great variety of rocks belonging to 
the unaltered, unfossiliferous series of the east coast of Hudson’s Bay, 
which resembles the Nipigon group and which have been déscribed in 
my report for 1877. Boulders of these rocks are abundant around 
Was-kai-ow-a-ka Lake and they were also observed along the Nelson 
River. Limestone gravel became abundant a few miles below Was-kai- 
ow-a-ka Lake. 


In approaching the Great Churchill, the river, for a number of miles, 
is deep and smooth, and the clay banks have retired to a considerable 

River waters. distance on both sides. The water of this stream has a brownish tinge 
and forms a striking contrast with that of the great river into which 
it falls. The latter is bright and clear, like the St. Lawrence water, 
and on the 3rd of August it had a temperature of 62° Fah. During 
the few days preceding this date, the temperature of the Little 

Churchill River CHUrchill averaged 63° Fah. Just below the junction or “forks” the. 

urchill River 3 , 

i a river is nearly a mile wide, and the land on the east side rises from 
300 to 450 feet above its level. No rock appears in these high banks, 
which are evidently composed of drift. Immediately above the forks 
the river is much narrower, and the clay banks on both sides rise 
steeply to a height of about 150 feet. The latitude of the north-west 
side of the river, opposite the mouth of the Little Churchill, I found 
to be 57° 30’ 57”, and the variation of the compass at this locality to 
be about 12° 30’ HE. On the latter stream, at twenty miles south of the 
junction, the variation was ascertained to be 10° 30’ H., and at twenty- 
four miles it was 11° 30’ EH. 


Churchill River ascended the Churchill for a distance of twenty-three miles (fol- 
Sern abe lowing the stream) from the mouth of the Little Churchill. In this 
distance it averaged about one-third of a mile in width and had high 
banks of clay on alternate sides. Numerous rapids were met with, and 
the total rise in the above distance amounted to 173 feet, or at the rate 
of seven and a-half feet per mile. A perpendicular fall, remarkable 
for its great width, was reported by an old Indian whom we met at 
Norway House to occur at no great distance further up the river. The 
upward course of the river beyond the point which [ reached, must be 
nearly parallel to the Little Churchill, as the Indians say that in the 
winter the vapor from the falls all along this section can be seen from 
the latter river and Was-kai-ow-a-ka Lake, The fundamental rocks are 
exposed in the bed of the river at the rapids, and consist of coarse 
Syenitic gneiss. greyish-red or light.reddish syenitic gneiss, like that of Was-kai-ow-a-ka 
Lake, and in some parts poryhyritic, passing into a somewhat fine- 
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From a Photograph by DR. R. BELL, 


LOW TIDE AT NEW FORT CHURCHILL. 
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grained red gneiss resembling a hard altered red sandstone. Both 
rocks have a very “dry” character. The general strike is north- 
eastward or across the strike of the river. 

The distance from the junction of the Little Churchill to the mouth Lower part of 
of the river, according to my survey, is about 105 miles in a str aight described. a 
line, and the Haserne about N. 33° E. (ast.) A considerable stream 
enters from the left side at twenty miles below the Little Chur chill ; 
but with this exception the tributaries are apparently all small. For 
the first twenty-five miles in a straight course below the point just 
mentioned, the river bends about a good deal, but from thence it makes 
only two (nearly straight) reaches to the sea. From the forks to the 
end of the first of these, the average width of the river is about half a 
mile, and few islands occur, but in the last reach, islands are numerous, 
and the width, for a considerable distance, is upwards of two miles. 


-The tide extends to the foot of the last rapid, a distance of seven or 


eight miles from the open sea, the intervening section forming a lagoon Lagoon. 
about two miles broad. The mouth of the river, which is bounded by 

solid rock, is less that half a mile in width, and the point on the west 

side projects some distance beyond the other. The fine harbour of Sey 


Churchill lies immediately within the mouth of the river. 


From half a dozen barometric observations, taken on three different 
days, I found the river, where it is joined by the Little Churchill, to be 
705 feet above the sea. This would give an average descent of rather Descent in 
more than seven feet per mile to the head of tide water. Rapids are 
numerous, especially in the first thirty miles, and again in the neighbor- 
hood of the angle formed by the last two stretches of the river at forty 
miles from the mouth. Only one of them, however, is formidable Weide 
enough to require a portage to be made. This is a steep rapid, which 
may be called the Portage Chute, situated at twenty-eight miles, in a 
straight line, below the forks. Here the canoes are carried a distance 
of 205 paces on the south side of the river. 


In the first twenty-five miles above referred to, in which the river is 
more crooked than elsewhere, it runs from side to side in a valley two Deep valley. 


_ to four miles in width, of which the slopes, consisting of earth, rise to 


heights of two or three hundred feet above the water. Beyond this 
distance, the high banks disappear or recede further from the river. 


The same coarse reddish syenitic gneiss which was found above the Syenitic gneiss. 


forks continued to be met with in the bed of the river at almost every 
_ rapid for a distance of thirty-five miles, in a straight line, downward 


from this point. In some places it was porphyritic from the presence 
of large crystals of salmon-coloured feldspar. The strike could scarcely 
_ be recognized. At one place it appeared to be W. N. W. 


Rusty 
sandstone. 


Cliff of earthy 
limestone. 


Illustration. 
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At the end of the twenty-five miles from the forks, a rather coarse 
greyish rusty sandstone, in horizontal beds, makes its appearance on 
the right side of the river, and continues for three miles, or to the 
Portage Chute above referred to. In one place it forms a cliff twenty 
feet in height, and rests upon the red syenitic gneiss which is here seen 
in the bottom of the river. : 

On the opposite, or left side of the river, a cliff of greyish-buff very 
crumbling earthy limestone or calcareous marl begins at the Portage 
Chute, and continues for eight miles downward with a height varying 
from thirty to fifty feet. In this interval the same rock crops out in a 
few places on the opposite side of the river from beneath the drift clay, 
which is also heaped above the beds forming the cliff on the left side, 
The accompanying view, looking down the river, is copied from a 
photograph taken two miles and a half below the Portage Chute, and 
shows the appearance of the banks in this vicinity. The last of the 
red syenitic gneiss is seen in a rapid at the termination of the long 
limestone cliff above described. Here another escarpment of the marly 
limestone, like the one just passed on the left side, and of about the 
same height, begins on the right side of the river and continues for 
upwards of four miles, while the opposite bank consists of drift 
clay with the limestone exposed in one place. Thin irregular and 
interrupted beds of tolerably pure grey limestone occur among the 
marly strata. The only fossils observed were some. fragments of 
encrinal stems and casts of Leptena. 


The termination of this lowermost cliff is about seventy miles from 
the mouth of the river. “Between it and the commencement of the last 
stretch, a distance of upwards of thirty miles, the banks are from 
seventy to one hundred and fifty feet high, and consist of drift clay with 
the limestone cropping out here and there at the base on either side. 
The latter is likewise exposed at a short distance back from the main 
banks in the ravines cut by numerous tributary brooks. The limestone 
also occasionally extends across the bed of the river. The channel of 
the Churchill in this section is evidently of pre-glacial origin. Along 
it a considerable thickness of drift rests upon the uneven surface of the 
limestone, filling its inequalities with a mixture of boulders, gravel 
and clay. The undisturbed pebbly and bouldery clay is also sometimes 
observed to fill the angle between the ancient cliff and the river bed. 


Along this part of the stream the limestone becomes less earthy and 
of a dolomitic character. Some of the stronger beds are mottled with 
white chalky nodules, while others have straggling dark-colored patches 
running over their surfaces. At the commencement of the last reach, 
or forty miles from the mouth of the river, the rock becomes more 


“SUNVG AVID NV 4dITD) SNOLSAWI'] DNIMBHS 


‘UH AIM VIHHOUNHO LYHED HHL NMOd MAA 


‘Teomuoyy on OTYdeWoLT PELE ayy, 


“T1a9 “Mua Aq ydeaZojoyg & Wo 
ha) 
: \\ 
\ 
Yew 
he 
SS ei 
= 2 
% 


4 


CHURCHILL AND NELSON RIVERS. 19 & 


evenly bedded and of a lighter grey or buff color. The last observed Butt-colored 
exposure of the dolomite occurs about five miles further down. No 2°!°mite: 
fossils were found in this vicinity. 


Beginning at thirty miles from the mouth and extending downward 
for ten miles, the river spreads out among a great number of islands, Islands in the 
and below this, as far as the tidal lagoon, it is broad, shallow and much” 
interrupted with gravelly and bouldery rapids, the last of which is 
opposite to Mosquito Point, between seven and eight miles from the 
mouth. The flat-lying limestones or dolomites do not extend to the my. jimestones 
| sea-coast on the Churchill, as they evidently do on the Hayes and d?not reach 
, Nelson Rivers. Westward of the lagoon, and on both sides of the 
mouth of the river, a different formation makes its appearance. This 
consists of a massive dark grey quartzite, which seems to contain more 
or less felspar or argillaceous matter, and weathers to a lighter grey on 
old surfaces. It is easily broken in any direction, and seldom shows 
distinct traces of bedding. It holds a good many straggling, irregular 
and short veins of white and grey quartz, with others of a tolerably : 
= s 4 Quartz veins. 
regular character. Nearly all these contain scales of specular iron. 
Specks of iron pyrites were found in some of them, and traces of green 
carbonate of copper in one. In another of these veins, about two 
miles east of the mouth of the river, I found small specimens of a blue 
mineral which appears to be lazulite. Specimens from a number Of arutite. 
these veins were brought home to be assayed for the precious metals, 
and are reported on by Mr. Hoffmann. 

On the west side of the river the strike of the quartzite formation ytituge of 
appears to be to the south-westward, and on the east side to the south- quartzite 
eastward, as if the strata were forming the opposite sides of an anti- 
clinal axis, running down the lagoon and tending to terminate north- 
ward of the mouth of the river. At Fort Churchill the quartzite is 
very massive, and the strike is apparently 8S. 25° W. On the coast, 
about a mile and a half eastward of the river, it appears to be 8. 45° E 
(mag). At a mile still further east itis quite distinct, and runs §, 
75° EB. Here the quartzite holds an occasional rounded quartz pebble. 

On Eagle Nest Point, about seven miles eastward of the mouth of the 
river, the strike, as shown by a bed containing small rounded pebbles 
of white quartz, is N. 75° E. 

The geological age of these rocks cannot be accurately determined ‘Age ofthe 
from present data. Tney contain no fossils, and are a considerable ee 
distance from the limestones already described as occurring further up 
the river, and which, no doubt, belong to the Lower Silurian system. 

They resemble the gold-bearing quartzites or “whin-rocks” of Nova 
Scotia (which are apparently Lower Cambrian) more closely than any 
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other strata which I have seen. As a convenient name for present 
purposes they might be called the Churchill quartzites. 


Peat of fair quality, and perhaps of sufficient thickness to be of 
economic value, was noticed in several places along the route from 
Split Lake to Fort Churchill. The following localities may be men- 
tioned :—Creek north of Hudson’s Bay Company’s post, Split Lake ; 
outlet of Assean Lake; southern part of Was-kai-ow-a-ka Lake, both 
sides; lagoons twelve miles south of Recluse Lakes, four feet thick on 
top of bank; Churchill River, twenty-one miles below the forks, 
five feet thick on top of bank. For some distance above and below the 
commencement of the last stretch, the woods occur only in patches in 
an open peaty country as far as can be seen along the river. 


Among the islands further down, bouldery and grassy spaces extend 
between those which are left dry at low water. For a distance of 
eighteen miles before reaching the mouth of the river, open grassy 
flats extend for a considerable but irregular breadth on either side. 
This open country is said to resemble the barren grounds which begin 
to the northwestward of Fort Churchill, and are represented in the 
accompanying illustration taken from a photograph. 


The upper branches of the Churchill being in a warmer region than 
the lower part of the river, the water rises in spring and bursts away 
the ice in the latter, while it still retains its strength. This circum- 
stance, and the rapid nature of the river, evidently cause great packing 
and shoving of the ice during the freshet, and this no doubt has the 
effect of temporarily damming back the water in many places. Below 
the junction of the Little Churchill the banks are entirely denuded of 
timber, and have an even and uniform slope up to a height of twenty 
or thirty, and sometimes even forty feet above the summer-level of the 
river. The ice would also appear to extend annually to the valleys of 
the tributary streams, preventing the growth of timber along their 
sides for a considerable distance back from the main river. During the 
summer, however, a luxuriant growth of grass and other plants springs 
up, and covers these sloping banks in most places with a rich green. 
Further down, after the river has expanded among the islands and the 
banks have become lower, the effects of the spring ice are no longer 
noticeable. | 


Marine shells were first noticed in the drift at sixty miles from the 
mouth of the river. The locality was towards the top of a bank, about 
150 feet high, on the right side. The river at the base, from baromet- 
rical observation, was 200 feet above the sea, so that these shells 
probably occur at an elevation of nearly 356 feet above the same level. 
As the bank, (which consists of pebbly grey clay with apparently a 


C0 pa aaa 


x 
si} 

Ni ‘\ 
vs Hy 


i Ha, 


AV 
WIV HA 
AL WW 

q WHE 


ae 
ae 
Bit Wh A 


Ns Hien WAN 


From a Photograph by DR. R. BELL. 


VIEW OVER THE BARREN GROUNDS, NORTH-WEST OF CHURCHILL. 
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+ 
capping of modified clay,) continued, with the same characters, for a 
long distance up stream, I have no doubt the shells may be found at a 
greater distance inland than that at which they were observed by 
myself. The species noticed at this locality were Mya arenaria, M. 
truncata, Saxicava rugosa, and Tellina proxima. Among the islands 
further down, where the banks have diminished to about seventy feet 
in height and the bed of the river has descended to within 100 feet of gy ons in oe 
the sea-level, Pecten Islandicus and Cardium Islandicum were found in * sea-level. 
addition to the foregoing species. These shells, together with Rhyncho- 
nella psittacea, were very abundant in the clay forming the bed of the 
__ lagoon at Fort Churchill. 

The comparatively rapid elevation of the land, or retiring of the sea, Apparent low” 
around James Bay and at York Factory was referred to in my reports a ee 
for 1877 and 1878. The same phenomenon is also noticeable at Fort 
Churchill. From various circumstances connected with the history of 
old Fort Prince of Wales, at the mouth of the river, and other data, I 
conclude that the relative level of the sea and land in this vicinity is 
changing at the rate of about seven feet in a century. This recession 
of the sea may be due to a general lowering of its level relatively to 
the land, and partly to the silting up of portions of Hudson’s Bay, in- 
terrupting the free flow of the tides. 

Spruce and tamarac timber are found growing near the sea coast IN ‘Timber of the 
favourable situations as far as Seal River, beyond which their north- Chote 
eastern limit curves inland. The spruce, although not growing as a 
continuous forest quite as far north as Fort Churchill, is still found of 
sufficient size in the neighbourhood of this post to be used for building 
houses, boats, &e. The balsam poplar is rare and of small size at Fort 
Churchill. White birch, which was found on the main river, eighteen 
miles above the forks, is said to occur at about sixty or seventy miles 
west of the mouth of the river. Along the direct overland route from 
Fort Churchill to York Factory the timber is reported to be generally 
small, and large prairie-like openings are said to oecur, in which the 
ground is dry and covered with grass or other herbage. 

I saw very good potatoes and turnips growing in the garden at Fort potatoes grown 
Churchill. Previous to the advent of Mr. and Mrs. Spencer, the culti- Bt For 
vation of potatoes had not been attempted, and the possibility of rais- 
ing them at Churchill, when suggested by Mrs. Spencer, was ridiculed 
by the oldest inhabitants. However, in spite of predictions of certain 
failure, ground was prepared, seed planted, and a good crop harvested. 

The experiment has been repeated successfully for seven consecutive 
years, so that the question of the practicability of cultivating the potato 
on the shore of Hudson’s Bay in this latitude hés been pretty well 


solved, 
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Breeding cattle Hay can be cut in abundance in the neighbourhood of Fort Churchill, 
at Churchill. ond cattle thrive well, yet the same ignorance or obstinacy as 
that above referred to, formerly prevented any attempt being made to 
breed stock on the spot, so that every fresh animal required had to be 
brought from some other post. Now, the small herd which is kept at 
the place is recruited by raising the animals calved at the fort itself. 
The open grassy land near the sea is practically of unlimited extent. 
Pasture. Much of it is dry and undulating, affording abundance of pasture for 
the cattle. The butter made by Mrs. Spencer could hardly be excelled 


Butter. : 
for quality and fineness of flavor in any country. 


Although I did not succeed in exploring much of the shore of Hud- 
son’s Bay to the north-west of the Churchill, enough was seen to give 
ec WE: one a good idea of the nature of the coast. The east shore of Button’s 
Bay, which begins at the point on the west side of the mouth of the 
river, runs south-westward for nearly ten miles. Fort Churchill is 
situated on the west side of the lagoon, about five miles from the mouth 
of the river. From the fort, the distance westward across the penin- 
Batton’s Bay. sula to Button’s Bay I found to be only a little more than two miles. 
Around the bottom of this bay, and westward, the shore is extremely 
low. When the tide is out, wide bouldery flats are laid bare. These 
descend so gradually to the sea level that it is difficult to effect a land- 
ing, even from a small boat. Looking over these flats, the sky and the 
Flat bouldery yen outline of the boulders seem to meet in the distance, and their 
appearance suggests “a sea of boulders” as an appropriate name for 
them. Even within the lagoon of the Churchill, when the tide is out, 
the bouldery flats on either side form a conspicuous feature. Those on 
Illustration. the west are represented in the accompanying illustration, taken from 
a photograph, looking southward at Fort Churchill. The boulders, 
Ree ee which are of all sizes and generally well rounded, comprise a consider- 
the boulders. able variety of rocks, the prevailing ones being those of the unaltered 
group of the east coast of Hudson’s Bay in the neighbourhood of Mani- 
tounuck and Nastopoka Sounds, which, as already stated, resembles the 
Nipigon series. Boulders of gneiss and fossiliferous yellowish-grey . 
limestone are also numerous. At some places on the shore, within the . 
first few miles to the eastward of the mouth of the Churchill River, 
Cream-colour- a very light cream-coloured dolomite, resting on the grey quartzite, is 
* so abundant, in a fragmental condition, that I have little doubt it occurs . 
in place immediately beneath, or at no great distance off. 


Pe eS: While waning at Fort Churchill for the sailing of the Hudson’s Bay 
Churchill,  Company’s ship, in order to proceed to York Factory, I obtained the 
latitude of the place by five different observation of the meridian alti- 


tude of the sun, taken by Troughton’s repeating circle, as follows :— 
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Cy Gens 58° 44/ 54//-61 
Foo ta eas nee 58° 44! 2917-80 
Cea 58° 44! 31//-70 
Cpe 2s 58° 44! 55//-20 
(5.) .-2-.. 58° 44!’ 50/790 
Mean..... 58° 44! 43//-04 


The mouth of the river is about 4’ further north. I also ascertained 
that the variation of the compass at this locality is at present about 
11°E., but on the river, at twenty-seven miles southward of the mouth, 
T found it to be only 6° 30’. 


Variation of 
the compass. 


Completion of Track Survey of the Nelson River. 


On the 27th of August I left York Factory, and camped on Point of Ascent of the 
Marsh, or the extremity of Beacon Point, between Hayes and Nelson Nelson River. 
rivers, and the next morning started to ascend the latter to Lake 
Winnipeg. My report for 1878 contains a description of the lower 
part of the Nelson, which was explored during that season. It will 
not be necessary, therefore, again to describe this section. Tn regard 
to the question of the navigation of this stretch of the river, it was Shaliowest, 
stated that the shallowest place discovered by my soundings was at the 
head of the tide, abreast of “Gillam’s” or the Lower Seal Island. When Soundings. 
at this locality again, last August, I carefully sounded the whole width 
of the river and found the deepest water to be ten feet, as before. The 
bottom consists of shingle, resting apparently on boulder clay, which Beaiilsland®- 
here forms both banks of the river and the Seal Islands.‘ Gillam’s” 

Island and the south bank opposite to it were found, by barometer, to 

have each a height of eighty feet, while the north bank rises to upwards 5..: vation of 
of 100 feet above the river. The boulders and the pebbles of the drift boulders. 

in this neighbourhood are made up largely of the rocks of the supposed 
equivalent of the Nipigon series of the east side of Hudson’s Bay. 
Specimens of almost every variety of these strata may be picked up 

along the banks in this part of the river. Three miles above the Seal 

Tslands I found a large piece of white quartz exactly like that of the 

veins in the grey quartzite of the mouth of the Churchill. It also 
contained scales of specular iron precisely similar to those of the 


Churchill veins. At “The Cache,” which is on the north side of the 
oulders of 
or sixteen miles from the Seal Islands, Churchill 


d a few immense angular and partially Ls aul 
rounded blocks of this grey quartzite. One of them contains some 
white quartz pebbles similar to those occasionally observed in the rock 


in place at Churchill. The accompanying illustration, from a photograph rar 
taken on the north-west of the river at sixty-three miles from Point of jower Nelson. 


river opposite Deer’s Island, 
there are numerous large an 
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Marsh (the extremity of Beacon Point), will serve to show the appear- 
ance of the clay banks of the Nelson along its lower section. 


FirstLimestone The First or Lowest Limestone Rapid proved to be about seventy- 
Bend seven miles in a straight line from Point of Marsh, or about ninety by 
the river. The foot of the rapid is in latitude 56° 36’ 6:1". Here, and 
at twenty-two miles higher up the river, the variation of the compass 
is 11° 30’, while at the place where the above photograph was taken it 
is 8° 45’. Two more strong*rapids over limestone occur at nine and 
First gneiss, ten miles respectively above the lowest one. The first gneiss is seen in 
the bed of the river ten miles bigher up, and the limestone in the 
banks disappears at two or three miles further on. The high clay 
escarpments of the lower part of the river continue to the Limestone 
Rapids, where they still have an elevation of about 100 feet, but they 
have diminished somewhat where the limestone disappears; and the 
nee yn bare banks skirting the river terminate near the foot of a chute with a 
mates grr perpendicular pitch of twelve feet, sixteen miles above the Third Lime, 
stone Rapid. Beyond this, an occasional bank of clay is seen as far as 
Gull Lake, but around this body of water and up to Split Lake the 
: country appears to be generally pretty level. A few species of marine 
Marine shells ; 
in clay. shells were observed in the upper parts of the clay banks all the way 
from the mouth of the river to the twelve-feet chute just mentioned. 
The only species met with at this upper limit were Saaicava rugosa 
and Tellina proxima. The elevation, as indicated by barometer, was 
upwards of 200 feet above the sea. 


Breteinetal In my report for 1878 it was stated that the lower part of the Nelson 
cheeeey River appears to flow in a pre-glacial channel. Evidences of the exist- 


ence of such a channel were found in various places along the river all 
the way to Split Lake. It was also mentioned in the report referred 
Riverchanne! ' that the straight portion of the river between this lake and Sipi-wesk 
alone @ Great lies in a channel scooped out during the glacial period along the course 
of a great dyke and afterwards filled with pebbly clay. In the neigh- 
Baag tle 8 bourhood of the Limestone Rapids, and for some miles both above and 
in boulder clay. below them, the hard boulder-clay has been excavated in many places 
and the hollows filled with loose boulders, shingle, gravel, sand and 
stratified clay. For a number of miles before coming to the First 
Limestone Rapid the banks on both sides are about 120 feet high and 
consist generally of unstratified pebbly clay, but at a point on the 
north-west side, between two and three miles below the rapid, from 
twenty-five to fifty feet of sand, gravel and cobble-stones rest upon 100 
Composition of feet of this clay. Close by, to the north-east of this, the river bank 
river banks. consists of yellow-drab fine sandy clay, and a little further on in the 
same direction it consists of thirty feet of boulders, cobble-stones and 
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pebbles at the bottom, overlaid by ninety feet of sand and gravel. On FirstLimestone 
the same side of the river, at the foot of the rapid itself, 100 feet of the Bavid: 
hard drift clay, which here shows uneven joints with rusty surfaces, 

_ rest upon twenty feet of buff-coloured fossiliferous dolomite in nearly fection ot 
horizontal beds. It is shaly at the base, but at the top some of the dolomite. 
beds are two feet thick. These hold flinty and white chalky nodules. 

A cliff, twenty feet high, of greyish-buff dolomite, mottled with yellow, 
runs along the edge of the rapid on the other side of the river. Among 
the fossils observed here-was an Orthoceras two and a-half feet long and Aerie 

: six inches in diameter. On the south-east side, just below the Second stone Rapid. 
Limestone Rapid, nine miles above the first, a cliff, twelve feet high, 
at the edge of the river, is formed of horizontal beds of crumbling buff 

-and greyish dolomite. At about a mile below this locality these beds 

were observed to be slightly undulating. At the Third Limestone pyisa rime 

Rapid the rock is exposed in horizontal beds at the foot of the clay Stone Rapid. 

bank along the south-east side of the river, and consists of bluish-grey, 

drab and buff, somewhat arenaceous dolomite. Near the foot of ChE os duous 

rapid a considerable stream, which I took to be the Limestone River, dolomite. 

enters on the opposite side. 


For the next eleven.miles the river is very swift, and then a rapid, 
two miles wide and full of knobs and little ridges of gneiss, begins, and 
continues for five miles, or to the Twelve-feet Chute already men- 
tioned. This might be appropriately termed the Broad Rapid. In Broad Rapid. 
going from the lowest of these rapids to the other, the banks on we 
both sides diminish from a height of about one hundred feet at Piminution in | 
the former to about fifty or sixty at the latter; yet the surface of over river-bed. 
the ground probably slopes in the same direction as the river, the Slope of river- 
descent in the latter being apparently greater than would be accounted on 
for by the difference in the altitude of the banks, supposing the tops 
of the latter to be horizontal. On the north-west side, the clay bank 
is quite continuous and almost bare all the way to within a mile of 
the Twelve-feet Chute, a distance of over sixteen miles by the river. 
Near the Third Limestone Rapid the bank was observed to be more or 
less distinctly stratified throughout its whole height. On the opposite 
side, the upper part, and sometimes its whole depth, consists of 
gravel and sand. 


Along the above interval between the rapids, ledges of the phe te 
crop out from beneath the banks here and there on both sides. The 
last exposure is on the south-east side at the bottom of the Broad (five Lee 
miles) Rapid. Here it is finely arenaceous, of a mottled light bluish- dypnaceous 
and holds some of the same fossils as those found further 


rey color 
a The fossils collected at the three Limestone Rapids 


down the river. 
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have been examined by Mr. Whiteaves, and his report upon them 
is given as an appendix. From this it will be seen that we 
have here most of the species characteristic of the dolomite which 
occurs along the Red River in Manitoba, and which Mr. Whiteaves 
regards as equivalent to the lead-bearing limestone of the Western 
States or about the horizon of the Utica formation. In passing through 
Manitoba on the way home, I made a considerable addition to our col- 
lection of fossils from the banks of the Red River, in the parish of St. 
Andrew’s, and some from the same parish were presented by Mr. 
William Murdock, C.E. 


From the Twelve-feet Chute to the foot of Gull Lake, the distance, 
in a straight line. is forty-three miles, and the bearing a little south of 
west. The River in the interval is of very unequal width. Rapids 
occur in many places, and numerous portages require to be 
made. In the last four or five miles before entering Gull Lake 
the worst rapids in the whole course of the Nelson River 
are encountered. ‘They may for convenience be called the Gull 
Rapids. The lower chute of this interval has a descent of about fifty 
feet in less than half a mile, and requires a portage of 900 paces to be 
made in order to get past it. The upper portion of the Gull Rapids is 
divided among islands, but its total fall must amount to more than 
that of the lower chute. Six principal rapids occur between the 
Twelve-feet Chute and those just described, and the whole ascent in 
the river in this space cannot be far from 100 feet. About mid-way 
down this section, the river divides among islands, the largest of 
which may be about four miles long. Just above these islands, the 
upward course of the river makes a bend to the southward of about 
six miles, and then resumes its former course. Nine miles above 
the Twelve-feet Chute, a brown-water river falls in from the south, 
which appears to be the largest tributary from that side below Split 
Lake. ; 


Gull Lake is merely an expansion of the river, and runs with its 
general course, which has the same bearing (a little south of west) all 
the way from the commencement of the Laurentian gneiss to the head 
of Split Lake. It is twelve miles long and four wide in the middle, 
and contains a few islands. The distance from the head of Gull Lake 
to the outlet of Split Lake is eighteen miles, and the average width of 
the river is nearly one mile. An easy rapid, two miles in length, 
occurs at the outlet of Split Lake, and two short ones about mid-way 
between the two lakes. An occasional bank of clay is seen along the 
section of the river under description, but, as already'stated, the country 
in the neighbourhood has a generally level appearance, the only excep- 
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tion being Fox Hill (a part of the ridge running past the south end of pox wit. 
Was-kai-ow-a-ka Lake), which is visible to the north-westward from 
the lower part of Split Lake. The Assean River enters the north side jgsean River. 
_ near the outlet, and at a narrow place, just west of it, there is a per- 
ceptible current in the lake. 
From the termination of the fossiliferous dolomites to the outlet of 
Split Lake, the rocks along the Nelson River consist of Laurentian Laurentian. 
gneiss and schists, with the exception of a small area of what appear 
to be Huronian strata at the foot of the lowest Gull Rapids eA Ca toronian at 
point on the north side, about one mile below this rapid, a coarse grey os SL 
mica-schist, with strings and bunches of white quartz along the bed- 
' ding, dips N. 15° E. < 80°. Crossing the foot of the rapid itself is a 
band of fine-grained massive mica-schist, passing into dark grey 
quartzite, ribboned with streaks of white quarts and red felspar. The 
dip is N. 10° E.<,80°. <A dark finely-crystallized diorite, probably 
forming part of a dyke, was observed at the sides of the rapid. 

The Laurentian gneiss, in the section which has been indicated, ,,  ontian 
presents some variety in composition, color, texture, and in the char-sneiss. 
acter of its stratification, which it is unnecessary to describe minutely in 
the present report. Sometimes the gneiss passes into hornblende or 
mica schist. In a few places the latter is studded with garnets, and it Garnets. _ 
generally contains veins of coarse, light-colored granite. The strike, Ed 
which was recorded in many places, was nowhere found to preserve a 
general uniformity of direction for any considerable distance, but in 
the majority of all the cases noted it had a northwesterly tendency. 

On the first island above the narrows near the outlet of Split Lake, a git take. 

~ green hornblende rock, which may be Huronian, runs §. 15° W., ver- 
tical, and on the east side of the point forming the narrows there is a 
peculiar light reddish-grey gneiss, containing a soft chloritic miheral. 
The weathered surfaces are very thickly pitted, and have a rough, 
spongy appearance. Split Lake and the geology of its shores have 
been already referred to in describing my route from Lake Winnipeg 
to the mouth of the Churchill River. 


Grass River. 


Having already surveyed the section of the Nelson River between 
the “jog” at the foot of the Grand Rapid and Sipi-wesk Lake, I fol- 
lowed the Grass River between these points, in returning to Norway 
House, after completing the exploration of the river below Split Lake. 
The upward course of the Grass River from its junction with the Upward course 
Nelson bears southwestward, nine miles to the outlet of Witchai 
(“Stinking”) Lake, from which it runs southward, or parallel to the 
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Nelson, for twenty miles, to the Standing-rock Rapid. A canoe-route, 
seven or eight miles in length, leads from the head of this rapid across 
to the Nelson. From this rapid the “river” is rather a chain of strag- 
gling lakes connected by narrows, with more or less current, for thirty- 
eight miles in a southwestward direction, to the head of Wintering 
Lake, where the Pickerel River flows in with the same upward course. 
About half-way up this stretch, at Burnt Lake, the main branch of 
the Grass River joins the one we have been following. The short route 
from Sipi-wesk Lake to Burnt-wood River crosses Wintering Lake at 
right angles. On the present occasion we followed the part of this 
route lying between the latter and the outlet of Sipi-wesk Lake. The 
distance is about fourteen miles in a general eastward direction. From 
the eastern bay of Wintering Lake we made a portage of one mile and 
ten chains to the western part of Landing Lake, which discharges into 
the Nelson River, seven or eight miles below Sipi-wesk Lake. A creek 
only a few chains in length, entering the south side of Landing Lake, 
conducted us to a small sheet of water, from which a trail, called Cross 
Portage, one mile and a third long, brought us to the outlet of Sipi-wesk 
Lake. 

I have already referred to the supposed Huronian rocks at the mouth 
of the Grass River. At about three miles from the Nelson, a rusty, 
quartzose variety of gneiss dips S. 40° E. < 60°. For two miles 
further up, hornblendic gneiss is seen in places, and at the end of this 
distance it dips 8. 10° KE. << 80°. Here some large dioritic dykes run 
across the river. At the first rapid, about seven miles from the mouth, 
a ribboned felsitic red gneiss has also the same dip. 


At the Standing-rock Rapid, a great dioritic dyke crosses the river. 
It is divided by vertical fissures, one of which has detached from the 
main rock the mass (shown in the accompanying illustration) to which 
the rapid owes its name. For about a mile above the rapid, the 
gneiss, which dips N. 45° W. < 80°, is full of trap dykes. Thence all 
the way along the route to the outlet of Sipi-wesk Lake, the rocks con- 
sist of different varieties of gneiss, often cut by trap dykes. The general 
strike in this interval is southwestward, the directions ranging from 
about W. to 8. 20° W. 


The country traversed by the Grass River route between its mouth 
and Sipi-wesk Lake presents generally an undulating appearance. 
The land is usually of a clayey nature and the soil often good. There 
seems to be very little swamp, as far as could be judged by following 
the canoe-route. Along the river, and around the lakes on its course 
the rocks are seen beneath the clay on the islands and ends of pointes 
Half-way up the north-west side of Wintering Lake (which is fourteen 
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or fifteen miles long) a rocky hill overlooks the water for a few miles. 
Here, and in some other places on the route, the woods are burnt, but 
most of the timber in this region appears to be green, and of a thrifty 
_- growth, the spruces sometimes measuring over six feet in girth. The 
water of Grass River is slightly turbid, but that of Landing Lake is 
clear. The barometer indicated that this lake has an elevation of geyation of 
oo feet over Wintering Lake, and fifty-four feet over Sipi-wesk =e Lake, 
e. 


Expiorations By Mr. A. S. CocHRANE. 


Finding that the method which would be most advantageous for me 
to adopt in making my surveys of the Churchill and Nelson Rivers, 
would not require the aid of my assistant, I assigned to Mr. Cochrane 
a separate region to explore, in order that by working independently 

‘of each other, we might examine a larger area of country during 
the season. He was instructed to make a topographical and geological yystructions. 
exploration of the region lying to the south of the route which I had 
followed the previous year, using God’s and Island Lakes and chicig een OU 
connecting waters from Oxford House as a basis of operations. He House. 
was also directed to make observations and collect information as to 
the fauna of the region, the climate, soil, timber, and the character of 
the country generally. 

The accompanying map, on a scale of one inch to four miles, Map. 
engraved from the original, as prepared by Mr. Cochrane from his 
own track-surveys, exhibits the leading topographical features of the 
region which he explored. It serves to simplify very much the 
following description, which is taken from this gentleman’s account, 
aided by his plans, notes and specimens. He proceeded from Norway 

- House to Oxford House by the Hudson’s Bay Company’s boats, and at 

the latter place obtained a canoe and men through the courtesy of Mr. 

Cuthbert Sinclair, the officer in charge. The route which he followed Route to God's 

to God’s Lake, leaves a bay on the south side of Knee Lake about 

sixteen miles from its western extremity, and proceeds by way of 

_ Wolf and Wolverine Rivers and Swampy Portage, which is nearly two 

miles long and terminates on the shore of God’s Lake. 

God’s Lake runs north-east and south-west, and has a length of forty- God’s Lake. 
eight miles. Its widest portion measures fourteen miles across. At 

rather more than half-way up from its north-east extremity, is the 

Manitouwapa, or Wonderful Narrows, where the lake contracts to 

a few chains in width, and a current flowing to the north-eastward 

is perceptible. A canoe-route to Oxford Lake leaves the north-west 

side of the upper portion of the Lake by way of Touchwood River, 
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which flows into the latter. The river from Island Lake enters the 
south-western extremity of God’s Lake, and here the Long Rapid or 
Kinoutchewan is encountered. God’s Lake does not discharge into 
Knee Lake, as hitherto represented on sketch-maps, but by God’s 
River, a large and rapid stream, which, on uniting with the Little 
Severn from the south, forms the Shamattawa River. The outlet of 
the lake is on the north side, about mid-way between Swampy Portage 
and its north-east extremity. Vermilion Lake lies not far to the 
north-east of the foot of God’s Lake and sends its water into God’s | 
River, some distance below the lake of the same name. Knife River, 
about the same size as Touchwood River, enters the south-east side of 
the lake twenty miles from its north-east extremity. 

God’s Lake, being comparatively free from islands, presents to the 
eye a greater expanse of water than any other in this part of the 
country, but Island Lake is about one third larger. The region 
around God’s Lake, as far as can be judged from its appearance from 
the lake, is rocky but mainly level, and the surface of the water lies, 
apparently, only about fifty feet, or less, below the general surface of 
the land immediately surrounding the lake. Between Knife River 
and Manitouwapa, a distance of eight miles, the bank is higher than 
usual, the rocks in some places rising as much as 200 feet above the 
level of the lake. The timber has been burnt at different times over 
more than half of the tract visible from the lake, and the same con- 
ditions are said to extend far into the interior all around. The water, 
which is clear, is said to be deep throughout most of the lake, and it 
abounds in fine fish, the more valuable of which are the whitefish and 
grey trout. Specimens of the latter are occasionally caught of great 
size, This circumstance has given origin to the fables told by the 
Indians of the mythical trout of huge proportions represented as _ 
inhabiting these waters. The present name of the lake has in some 
way grown out of the legends connected with this supernatural fish. 

Having completed his exploration of God’s Lake, Mr. Cochrane 
returned to Oxford House for a new outfit, and then proceeded to 
Island Lake by way of the route which leaves the eastern extremity 
of Oxford Lake and passes through the south-western division of God’s 
Lake. Betwen these two sheets of water the route traverses Rat, 
Clearwater, and Touchwood Lake. In order to go from Rat Lake to: 
Clearwater Lake, three portages required to be made (the intervening 
space being broken by two ponds), namely, the Long Portage, 3759 
yards; Ant Portage, 873 yards; and High-hill Portage, 1538 yards. 
The country between Oxford Lake and the south-western part of God’s 
Lake along this route is not quite so rocky, nor is the timber so much 
burnt as it is around the latter lake. 
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The Kinoutchewan or Long Rapids, at the head of God’s Lake, are 
passed by three portages, with a total length of 2460 yards, aid a 
demicharge 1234 yards long. Above these the upward course of Island 
_Lake River turns east-south-east, and passes through the lower part of Beayer-hill 
' Beaver-hill Lake, which stretches to the south-westward about thirty sake: 
miles. At the end of this reach of the river there is a short demi- 
charge into a small round lake, from which a portage of 650 yards 
leads us into another small sheet of water called Goose Lake. The 
Kinoutchewanoose, or Little Long Rapids, fall into the southern part 
of this lake, and are surmounted by four portages, having an aggregate 
length of 957 yards. 
From Goose Lake the Island Lake River has a nearly direct upward Island Lake 
course, bearing southward, all the way to the lake from which it takes te 
_ its name, the distance being twenty-three miles. Its volume is about 
the same as that of Trout River (between Oxford and Knee Lakes), 
and its width, which varies much, may average about 200 yards. In 
some parts of its course it passes between walls and banks of bare 
gneiss rock, which sometimes rise to the height of fifty feet or rather 
more. Indeed this character prevails all the way from God’s Lake. 
The rocky parts are the narrowest, and in the intervals between them 
the river often opens out into reedy and marshy bays with clayey soil 
around them. The Island Lake post of the Hudson’s Bay Company, post of the 
in charge of Mr. Linklater (to whom Mr. Cochrane was indebted for 4: 8- Company. 
much kindness), stands on an island near the outlet of the lake. 


Island Lake lies nearly east and west, and its greatest length is Island Lake. 
about seventy miles. The main body of the lake, however, measures 
only forty-eight miles, and has an average width of twelve miles. 
Both the northern and southern shores curve gently to the south, 
parallel to one another. The whole form of the main lake, and the 
positions of the inlet and outlet, present a striking resemblance to the 
outline of the human stomach and the situations of its orifices. This 
lake is very appropriately named, being literally filled with islands in Many islands. 
every part. The aggregate area of these islands is apparantly as great 
¢ as that of the water-surface. The number probably amounts to several 
thousands, and they present a great variety in form and size, the 
largest being several miles in length. Mr. Cochrane counted upwards 
of one thousand adjacent to the main land all around, most of which 
are indicated on the accompanying map, and the whole of the interior 
of the lake is studded with an equal profusion, 
F A narrow and straight bay runs west from near the outlet for a Narrow Bay, 
- distance of nine miles, which, for convenience of description, might be 
y called Narrow Bay. From its northern shore a canoe-route starts to 
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Old Wife’s Lake, and a similar route to Deer’s Lake leaves the west. 
side of Island Lake River about two miles above Pelican Rapid. 
‘Several deep bays occur on the south side of Island Lake, and one 
extends from the eastern extremity, a distance estimated to be about 
eighteen miles, where it receives the Sagawitchewan River, which is. 
believed to be the principal inlet of the lake. The water of this stream 
and of all the other feeders of the lake is of a dark color, contrasting 
Clear water. strongly with the clear water of the lake itself. 


Inlet. 


Peete The land about Island Lake is level, and has an average elevation 

country, above the water of apparently less than fifty feet. The woods in the 
neighborhood of the lake are mostly green (or unburnt), so that the 
country presents a more pleasing appearance than that around God’s 
Lake. The proportion of soil to rock is also much greater than in the 
neighbourhood of the latter lake. 


Soil. Soil of the District. Large areas of low sandy land occur on Oxford 
and Knee Lakes, especially on their northern sides. These tracts 
support a uniform growth of small spruce timber through which the 
forest fires have generally run. The higher grounds, where not rocky, 
present usually a stiff light-colored clay, and soil of this description 
with more or less loam, is found along the valley of the Trout River. 

Productiveness Oxford House is situated on a stiff clayey soil, which here produces 
barley and all kinds of garden vegetables in perfection. This locality 
is remarkable for its abundance of wild gooseherries, acres of ground 
in some places being covered with gooseberry bushes. The land to 
the north of the lake, opposite to Oxford House, rises to an elevation 
of about 200 feet, and appears to be higher than any other ground in 
this part of the country. F was informed that it consists entirely of 
soil underlaid by drift materials, no rock cropping up in the vicinity. 
Mr. Cochrane estimates that on an average about half the length of the 

Gods Lake. immediate bank or shore-line of God’s Lake may consist of rock, while 
the other half is made up of clay, sand, gravel, swamp and marsh. 
From the generally level appearance of the country at a distance, and 
its resemblance to regions which are covered with soil, he thinks it 
probable that the greater part of the area is overspread with soil or 

Mar loose material of some kind. Along the route from Jackson Bay, at 
the east end of Oxford Lake, to the upper part of God’s Lake, the 
country is more diversified than in the neighbourhood of the latter 
lake. Although the general outline is more uneven, the proportion of | 
rock to other kinds of surface was estimated by Mr. Cochrane to 
amount to only about one fourth of the whole. The soil or loose 
materials consist of loam, clay, sand and gravel, or of mixtures of 

Peat. these. Peat and sphagnum are found in the low grounds in many 
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places. On the north-west side of Swampy Lake, below Knee Lake 
there is a bed of good peat of considerable extent, which shows a pee 
pendicular face of four or five feet above the level of the water. Peat 
of fine quality occurs at Clearwater Lake and Swampy Portage Lake. 
As already mentioned, rocky banks prevail along the Island Lake 
River, although, at the wider parts, clay and other soils are met with. 

Around Island Lake, although the action of the water has, in the Island Lake. 
course of time, washed away the loose materials and earth, leaving the 
underlying rocks exposed along a great part of the immediate banks, 
yet on going back a short distance, a covering of good soil is generally 
met with. After Mr. Cochrane had completed the circuit of Island 
Lake, and when he was at the Hudson’s Bay Company’s post near the 
outlet, I find that he has made the following note in his field-book, 
under date of 31st August: “The soil I have seen in passing round the Extract from 
lake is very good indeed, being generally clay of a light brownish a ie 
color, mixed, in most places, with a little fine gravel. In nearly every 
case where I went inland for any distance, the rock seen along the lake 
shore disappeared or was covered with soil, and the trees were of a 
larger and better growth than near the water. There is a very good 
garden at this post, and certainly I have never seen potatoes look 
better than they do here.” The other varieties of soil which Mr. Varieties of 
Cochrane noticed around this lake include clay, sand, vegetable 
loam, and sandy and gravelly loam. 


Timber of the District. Spruce is the most abundant wood every- pimber. 
where in this region. Next in order comes aspen, white birch, 
tamarac, balsam-poplar and Banksian pine. In many places the spruce 
attains a very good size, and is used in the form of logs and beams for 
building purposes. It is also sawn into planks and boards for all sorts 
of carpenter work. The tamarac and Banksian pine sometimes have 
a diameter of about twenty inches. Balsam-fir is common and of 
good size around Island Lake, some of the trees measuring nearly four 
feet in circumference, but it is scarce at God’s Lake, and only rarely 
seen and of small size as far north as Knee Lake. In going southward 
the rowan or mountain ash was first seen on Island Lake. Ground 
maple was met with only on the south side of this lake. I may here 
mention that on the eastern side of Lake Winnipeg, George’s Island, 
off Poplar Island, is the most northern locality at which I have seen 
this species. 


GrotoqgicaL Fraturrs of THE Reaion EXPLORED BY Mr. CocHRANE. 


Laurentian gneiss is the prevailing rock throughout the wholé district Geology Pp tie 
between Knee and Island Lakes. It presents little variety, and no in- 7" 


34 oO GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA. 


dications of useful minerals were found in this formation. The colour 
Gneiss. is usually some shade of grey, generally rather light, but sometimes it 
is reddish-grey, and more rarely a distinct red or pink. The stratifi- 
cation, which in most parts is moderately distinct, is often bent or 
contorted. In some places the gneiss has a spotted appearance, and 
occasionally strongly contrasting beds are seen, but, as a rule, it is of a 
very uniform character. Its average texture is of the medium variety, 
or rather tending to be fine-grained, but coarse forms are occasionally 
seen. Judging from the specimens and Mr. Cochrane’s description, an 
area of very light grey, fine-grained granite occurs on the south-east 
side of God’s Lake, about midway between the Narrows and the north- 
east extremity; and another, probably of small extent, of light grey, 
coarse granite at the outlet of Beaver-hill Lake. The latter consists of 
plates of yellow mica in white quartz and feldspar. Both of these 
localities are surrounded by Laurentian gneiss. 
Characterand Ln order to save a more tedious description, the general character 
strike of gneiss. 45nq the strike of the gneiss throughout the region explored by Mr. 
Cochrane is here given in tabular form. It will be evident from this — 
that no prevailing or general direction can be detected in this part of 
the country. The bearings are all magnetic. 


Granite. 


TABLE SHOWING THE GENERAL CHARACTER AND THE STRIKE OF THE 
GNEISS IN THE REGION TO THE SOUTHWARD OF OXFORD AND 
Knee LAKEs. 


Between Oxford Lake and God’s Lake. 


1. Five miles up Rat River—Greyish Red ............--+2 eee West. 
2. Northern part of Rat Lake—Grey ...........+000 eccers eee - West. 
3. Three miles N. of southern extremity of Rat Lake—Micaceous, 
grey, finely ribboned >.... So bo OSS Saic Or obts basnes 3. se. West. 
4. One mile E. of High-hill Portage, Clear-water Lake—Coarse 
RBLCY es loere sates atetsterertns RAP Pe IT eH: OD DOOTIOS S222 4Wi 
5. Clear-water Lake, two miles EH. of last—Grey............... Biaeib pe 
6. Narrows, at centre of Clear-water Lake—Coarse grey........ 8. 12° W- 
7, One mile and a-half §8.EK. of Narrows, Clear-water Lake—Light 


reddish and very light) grey . ci7.:ton sicleigsclvae'win Giar oc ee I OULNETE 
8. Point N, side, centre of Touchwood Lake—Coarse, grey......5. 60° E. 


Around God’s Lake. 


9. On Island, eight miles N. of Kinoutchewan Rapids, W. side— 
Darkiereyierantestelsies steele elses se Steels Safe los Sie eisioteeee bens -.5. 70° E. 

10. On Island, three miles 8. of Narrows—Micaceous grey, finely 
TIDDONGA yh etiten tes tte cee Winters Abo Acer « walpiets oie Sanus 
11. Island, W. side, three miles N. of Narrows—Grey ...........8. 60° W. 
12. Island, W. side, four miles N. of Narrows—Grey .......:..- .8. 40° BE. 


13, Point, W. side, seven miles N. of Narrows—Reddish grey ....S. 70° E, 


14, Point, entrance to Bay, N.W. Cornmer,.........0.sccccacvece Kast. 


15. 


16. 
Lv. 
18. 
19: 


20. 


21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 


25. 


26. 


27. 
28. 
29. 


30. 
31. 


32. 


33. 
34. 


35. 


36. 
Sie 
38. 
39. 
40. 


Al. 
42. 
43. 
44. 
45. 
46. 


Aq. 
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Point, 8. end of Fishing Eagle River—Finely grained, flesh 


coloured... ... ASUS CCRC IOGRC DRCOREDOSD CaM bon ootee 8. 60° E 
Eleven miles E. of Swampy Portage .... 2.0.0.2 .. cee cecees S20 Wa 
Hhreesmiles Hor God's River. 2000 6.3. ca. oes soe Seelkichtaet 8. 52° W. 
Island, four miles E. of God’s River............ sseeevesees East 
Point, eight miles E. of God’s River—Finely grained (“ pepper 

PREECE Sh Ul Wari abate ohare Ga eG, scerah a a « #8 sinishsva wen go ecg tiorely 8. 30° W. 
Island, nine miles E. of God’s River—Finely grained (pepper 

SUCMMEAL Gia me Genre ce cin ercieie eas wee ev oe Sle'so ucleo s cues 8.16° E. 
Point, eighteen miles E. of Narrows ............-s200 ecseee Kast. 
Island, thirteen miles E. of Narrows—Grey .......... .2e005 8. 45° W. 
Point, eight miles N.E. of Narrows—Grey........ 2.2. cesses 8. 60° EB. 
PHIGROSAEKAMUeR HOD ENALTOWN 66 can c sln'tjo 01sec eivoics woe S. 63° E, 


Along Island Lake River. 


Head of Kinoutchewan Rapids—Ferruginous, dark coloured, 


siliceous, finely crystalline, hornblendic, schistose........ 8. 80° EK, 
Point on S. shore of Beaver-hill Lake, near outlet—Coarse red- 
REISE PRY eter te ua eee eiaie Avicicta se ole Weise we als valores Sasteehaehe VOp 


Outlet of Beaver-hill Lake—Fine grained, dark grey, micaceous. aa 65° E. 
Portage at outlet of Goose Lake—Coarse reddish grey .......8. 48° E. 
Pelican Rapid—Coarse, grey....-..- eeceeesecssererccces De tne Wie 


Around Island Lake. 


One mile N. of Hudson Bay Co,’s post—Grey and greyish-red .8. 45° W. 
Near mouth of Main-land River, head of Narrow Bay—Very 


COAIBE PTCY ois disci cones see edncen vee c.wes ie OT DIOCD 8. 15° E. 
Western extremity of main body of lake, just south of Narrow 

Bay—Grey ......--+. Be SSB SACD oO Iw OR ere Aaeteciee ea be Eas 
Near head of Pipestone Bay..........-+eeee eevee ecereeee 8. 70° E 
Point between Pipestone and Highway Bays—Fine greenish 

PI ea oct cede UOOUEE OU DOO DOr SoCo Ione erovohe ates Hast. 
West shore of Highway Bay, three miles from extremity— 

Greenish grey ...... --.020 cece ee rene ccc ete recete ceeeee S. 40° W. 
Point four miles E. of Highway Bay—Grey ......---++++--- S. 16° E. 
South shore, four miles eastward of last—Light grey.....--- East. 
Island, five miles further east—Light grey ..... tLe 8. 40° E. 
Point fourteen miles west of Fox Island—Dark grey ......-- S. 80° E. 
Island in Land-locked Bay, twelve miles W. of Fox Island— 

Cae Uae cies Leics doles diabnlewane edd ver els edaee as 8. 80° W. 
Island, six miles west of Fox Island—Dark grey...... Sait stare §. 20° BH. 
Island, five miles west of Fox Island....-..+-++++++++e+res 8. 18° W. 
Island, just west of Fox Island—Very coarse, grey..-.--+-+-+ East. 
Island, four miles north-east of Fox Island...++-+++++ +++ S. 65° W. 
Island, near N. shore, eight miles north of Fox Island.......8. 45° W. 
Point on N. shore, eighteen miles north-westward of Fox 

Island—Grey, and with reddish and greenish spots . .8. 75° EB. 


Point about the middle of the north hie ts or Epanty sates 
from Fox Island—Fine-grained, greenish.....+.-+++++- .- Hast. 
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Huronian. Huronian. The large trough of Huronian schists, &., in which 
Oxford and Knee Lakes are included, was described in my report for 
1878. The strata of the eastern part of the former lake consist of 
peHiBte greyish micaceous and more or less calcareous schist-conglomerate, its 
conglomerate. ne : 
pebbles, which are well rounded, consisting mostly of granite and 
opaque white quartz. On Rat River, a short distance south of the old 
Wesleyan Mission of Jackson Bay, the strike of this rock, which is of 
the same variety as that of Oxford House, is east and west, and the dip 
southward at an angle of 86°. The same conglomerate is found also 
; at the head of Trout River, but farther down the stream, is mostly 
cee grey mica-schist without pebbles. I found beds of magnetic iron ore 
Magnetic iton- = terstratified in siliceous slates where Trout River falls into the head 
of Knee Lake, and not ‘far from this locality Mr. Cochrane observed 
the calcareo-micaceous schist-conglomerate, holding granite pebbles, 
Garnets. associated with finely crystalline black hornblende schist, full of dull 
garnets as large as peas. No new facts were noted in regard to the 
Huronian rocks of the shores of Knee Lake. 


a Mr. Cochrane’s specimens and notes show that on the shores of the 

God’s Lake. —Jarger division of God’s Lake, rocks which we may consider Huronian, 
occur a short'distance west of the outlet, at the eastern extemity and 
on both sides of the Narrows. About a mile west of the outlet there 
is a compact, dark, greenish-grey diorite with small quartzite pebbles, 
running S. 80° W. (mag.) and dipping northward, and on an island 
about three miles further west dark greyish-green dioritic schist occurs, 
dipping S. 40° W. Compact dark greenish-grey diorite with a little 
calespar in the joints, occurs around the bay at the eastern extremity 
of the lake. The strike is in various directions, and the dip at different 
angles from 45° upwards. At the extremity of the first long point on 
the south-east side of the lake, or about eight miles from the bottom of 
the bay just referred to, the rocks run nearly east and west, and consist 
of dark grey felsitic schist, thickly spotted with whitish felspar, giving 
it a porphyritic appearance, together with a nearly black finely crys- 
talline hornblende schist. On the same side of the lake, three miles 
north-east of the Narrows, dark green crystalline diorite occurs, with 
calespar in the joints. It holds iron pyrites and small veins of quartz. 
Two miles nearer the Narrows the rock on an island is a massive grey 
mica schist with glassy spots. The dip is here southward at an angle 
of 50°. In the Narrows it consists of grey felsitic schist, showing 
very fine lines of stratification and dipping N. 30° B. =<, 86°, 


Schist on A dark greenish-grey felsitic hornblende-schist occurs on the eastern 
Lake. part of Touchwood Lake, and a similar rock was found on a small 


island in Clear-water Lake. About the middle of the south-east shore 


>- & 


ad 
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of the upper division of God’s Lake, green mica and hornblende schist 
was met with, dipping W. N. W. < 50°. 


The Huronian strata are largely developed around the western part Huronian 
of Island Lake, and they occur again at its eastern extremity. On the snd baker 
shores of the narrow bay, which runs west from the vicinity of the 
outlet, the following rocks were found: dark grey felsitic schist with 
fine lines of stratification; dark grey glossy calcareous schist; grey 
finely ribboned siliceous slate, felsitic and highly calcareous; grey 
felsitic silicious slate, and a felsitic slate of an olive-grey color. The 
strike varies from S. 70° to S. 80° W., and the dip is northward at 
various angles from 45° upwards. 

On the south side, in the entrance of Pipestone Bay, a long narrow 
arm, opening off the lake at eighteen miles from the outlet, beds of a 
grey calcareous, slightly crystalline steatitic schist are associated with Steatitic schist. 
dark greenish-grey felsitic and hornblende slates. Here the strike is 
about S.S. W. Tobacco pipes are carved by the Indians out of the 
steatitic rock. 


Along the south side of the next bay, or at a distance of twenty-four 
miles south of the outlet, the principal rock is a green epidotic horn- Green schists. 
plende schist. Associated with this are dark green finely crystalline 
hornblendic and dioritic schists. The dip here is N. 20° W. at a con- 
siderable angle. 

Laurentian gneiss occupies the shore between the different localities fe oe 
of Huronian rock which have just been described. The same rock is 
also found about the outlet of the lake, but at a point on the northern 
side, four miles south of the outlet, the Huronian system is represented 
by the siliceous schist-conglomerate which is s0 largely developed at . 1 i4t-con- 
the east end of Oxford Lake. A grey quartz-rock is found on the next glomerate. 
prominent point, four miles south-east of the last. Further up the 
shore, or sixteen miles from the outlet, a very dark grey diorite was 
met with, and at about twenty miles the rocks consist of soft grey 
schist with harder varieties of the same color full of grains of clear 
vitreous quartz, together with many of iron pyrites. The dip in this 
neighbourhood is northward at high angles. Fine grained greenish 
gneiss, having the same dip, was met with two or three miles further 
east. This may be either Huronian or Laurentian. To the eastward of 
it, the ordinary grey Laurentian gneiss was found all along the shore Grey gneiss. 
as far as the bay at the head of the lake. 

On Iron Island, which lies close to the north shore between the two 
localities of Huronian rocks last described, Mr. Cochrane found dark 
green serpentine, with calcareous joints, along with a hard fine-grained, Serpentine. 
semi-crystalline rock of a deep green color, as if due to the presence of 
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chromic oxide. As far as I am aware, this is the first locality at which 
serpentine has been discovered in the Huronian rocks to the north- 
west of Lake Superior. Its association with the great diorite dyke 
cutting the gneiss along the Nelson River above Split Lake was 
described in my report for 1878. It was also referred to by Dr. Har- 
rington in connection with his investigations of the mineralogical 
relations of these two rocks. A tobacco-pipe, carved out of a fine 
Serpentine Variety of serpentine, was presented to me by an Indian on the Nelson 
from Rein-deer River, who said that the stone came from the great Rein-deer Lake, to 
the north of the Churchill River, into which it discharges in about 
longitude 103°. At the eastern extremity of the main body of Island 
Huronian rocks Lake, the Huronian rocks are again met with in the form of light 
gteast end of bluish-grey calcareous felsitic schist towards the north side, and of 
grey quartz-rock towards the south. A quartz vein in this vicinity 
contained patches of yellow pearl-spar, but no indications of metallic 
ore was found either here or in any other vein around Island Lake. 
Pationt ae The strike of the Laurentian gneiss in the neighborhood of the 
Laurentian  Huronian rocks appears in most cases to correspond nearly with that 
strata. of the latter in the vicinity of Oxford and Island Lakes, but around 
God’s Lake both systems seem to be much disturbed, and it is difficult 
to ascertain their relations to each other. From the table already 
given, showing the strike of the gneiss in a considerable number of 
localities throughout this region, it is evident there is no tendency to 
a general uniformity of direction over any considerable extent of 
country. 
The directions of the glacial strie in forty-four localities, at which 
Mr. Cochrane noted them, are given, along with a list of those recorded 
by myself in the other parts of the district, 


Glacial strive. 


GLACIAL STRia‘, 


Having already referred to the superficial deposits and the glacial 
phenomena generally, with the exception of the strix, in the course of 
my description of the regions traversed, it only remains for me to give 
the directions of these grooves, which, for the sake of brevity, I shall 
state in tabular form. They are all referred to the magnetic meridian. 
Distances are given in straight lines. 


Little Churchill River. 


. Four miles below outlet of Was-kai-ow-a-ka Lake 


1 sv sie viene 8. 30° W. 
2. Thirteen miles below as Mae stale’ «i Gheretereee S. 70° W. 
3. Highteen miles below Smet diye ale eiass (os GO ges 
4. Outlet of lower Recluse Lake, various directions from 8. 5° W. 

€0, Bi £00) Wa, (PALO don'an stu ont ce eee eee en Foo oSaAe . 8. 80° W 


a 


~ 


10. 
EK 
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. Eagle Rapid, two miles in a straight line below the last. Two 


sets, both distinct, 8S. 10° W. and....... --sere eeeeee eee 8. 80° W. 


Great Churchill River. 


. Six miles above the mouth of the Little Churchill......... Ss. 5° W. 
. Five miles above the last, S. 0 .-... 21... cece cee eee eee S. 5° W. 
. Four miles below the mouth of the Little Churchill, 8. 10° W. 
TSU Megs ence en Cape re Oe On DOS O aOR EE Ig IoCE COD Oc 8. 70° W. 
. At Fort Churchill. (Here, in one place, the walls on opposite 
sides of a gap are both grooved.) S. 20° W.to........-. 8. 30° W. 
On the east side of the mouth of the Churchill............. S 10° E. 
On the coast of Hudson’s Bay two and a-half miles eastward 
OE PHC. TLVEOL: «6 oan css ois noes Sah oie ose) Sh eres) e018, 0.0.0) 018 6'8 vie Neu boaWe 


j2. On the coast of Hudson’s Bay five miles eastward of the river. S. 20° E. 


Nelson River. 


_ Third Limestone Rapid, distinct from 8. ROs WstGhecconcs we S. 60° E. 
_ Broad Five-miles Rapid, just above the termination of the 


horizontal dolomite, S. 5° W., also up the sloping gneiss 
S. 45° to S. 65° W. On level surtaces or normal course... S. 40° W. 


_ Just above the twelve-feet chute at the head of the rapid last 
TCTIOT COME ene wots eset - sees see te wares vee bss S. 45° W. 
. Mouth of river from south, eight miles above last locality, or 
thirty-four miles below the outlet of Gull Lake.........- S. 55° W. 
. Twenty-eight miles below Gull Lake: . 22-0. .se00-ssese 200 8. 65° W. 
_ South side opposite large island, twenty miles below Gull 
ei Gun cae cyee wb re m's ewe © rere ce a a slate ala stale dsielate'e 8. 70° W. 
_ Bend in the river, sixteen miles below Gull Lake........-- S. 60° W. 
_ Foot of lowest Gull Rapid, newer set 8. 45° W, older set.... 5S. 60° W. 
WMiddle Gull Rapid. ...) 225.0 i s0 02 sb evcees eet crnereres Ss. 70° W. 
“Upper Gull Rapid... ..2..<- 24 -s' sev erb eee ee ceer see ee 8. 80° W. 
_ Point midway up south side of Gull Lake......--+---+2+--% S. 85° W. 
_ Five miles above Gull Lake, S. 60° W. and.....---+-e2 200° West. 
_ Seven miles below outlet of Split Lake......-+.--++e+++s West. 
_ Three miles below outlet of Split Lake...... Sates Galata bin, ee S. 85° W. 


_ Near H. B. Co.’s post, about midway up north shore of Split 


Lake, the striz intersect each other at various angles, but 


the average direction i8..-----++++++e resets rere BE TBS BOW. 
. Mouth of Burntwood River, Qplit Lake....-+++esecs reece 8. 70° W. 
_ Western inlet of Nelson River, Split Lake......--- anes tO WY,- 
. Chain-of-rocks Rapid, three miles above Split Lake, one set, 

S. 26° E., the other...-- IIE Pate et eta ssa) a elesee i ae '* S. 70 W. 

Grass River Route. 

_ Grass River, five miles from the RNIOULEL peeks wate eens 8. 75° W. 
_ Outlet of Witchai (Stinking) Lake..-...---++++-+rsrr7" West. 
. Bast side Witchai Lake....+-.---::sesrrtrcrr nt Or SP elspa 
_ Grass River, five miles south of Witchai Lake......----->> 8. 70° W. 
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35. From last locality nearly to Standing-rock Rapid, seVeral 
PLACER” <5 a0 stone ad sin wrorstlbea ee eeualee ae ee S82 TOW. 


Sipit-wesk Lake. 


37. N.W. side of Sipi-wesk Lake, about ten miles from outlet, 


S. 302 Wi and eitegat ee tee ult eee eae an ae dete We 
38. Islands in the lake, about fourteen miles from outlet....... 8. 40° W. 
39. Different places about midway up the lake, which is about 

thirty-five; miles) long,)8=40°\ Wa tow. — sees one ae ae eee S. 50° W. 


40. About six miles from the south-west extremity of the lake. 
Here the under-surface of an overhanging wall of gneiss 
ASISWIHEG 15 dain F064 dosnt ale aR ee Paes La 8. 35° W. 


The following are the directions of the striz in the God’s Lake and’ 
Island Lake region, as recorded by Mr. Cochrane, the bearings also- 
referring to the magnetic meridian :— 


Around God’s Lake. 


1. Island two miles south of entrance of river from Touchwood 
Lake:t ete. é 


# olels Sajals'e © eb @)e nik side a! au otevavels ewe Seen ene S. 15° W 
2. Point on east shore, opposite river from Touchwood Lake, 
(One aot, 8. 8?) +46 trnwinn seers eee 2 ee S. 8° W. 
3: Point at Narrows isi. < SAeetey #3 ae, el ee 8. 70° W. 
4. Island three miles north of NAITOWS jas)5fetaot sakes, See 8. 20° W 
5. Island four miles north of Narrows ...................... 8. 12° W. 
6. Point seven miles north of Narrows....0.........0..-..., S. 35° W. 
7. Entrance of bay at north-west extremity of Lake.......... S. 30° W 
8. Outlet of Wolverine River into Fishing Eagle Lake........ 8. 34° W. 
9. Point six miles west of God’s River (Outen) Tis) ves dees 8. 44° W, 
10. Point two miles west of God’s River 7 S. 35° W. 
11. Island four miles east of God’s River...........2......... 8. 25° W. 
12. Island eight miles east of God’s River................_.. . 5. 18° W 
13. Point nine and a-half miles east of God’s River.,........... 8. 10° W. 
14. Point eleven and a-half miles east of God’s River......... S. 5° W. 
15. Island near south-eastern shore, eleven miles east of God’s 
River’ ssius mn osite sista ie Hae eee elise getete 8. 70° W 
16. Point fifteen miles north-east of Knife Rivetiicns. 5. cave. S. 24° W. 
17. Island twelve miles north-east of Knife River............. S. 18° W. 
18. Point six miles north-east of Knife River aiaiee ss odo -- South. 
19. Point of large island two miles north of Knife River......, S. 16° W.. 
20. Point eight miles north-east of NBITOWS |... boty <0 (onde S. 20° W 
21. Island five miles north-east of Narruwe ee sees once 8. 25° W 
22. Point four miles north-east of Natiowsta ie: : =) een S. 30° W.. ° 


Between Jackson Bay, on Oxford Lake, and southern part of God’s Lake. 


23. Northern end of Rat Lake 0s 5 ob ie S. 20° W. 
24, Large island two mileg from south end of Rat Lake........ §. 30° W. 
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25. Island in north-west end of Clearwater Lake.............. S. 30° W. 
26. At Narrows, Clearwater Lake...c0e...cee cece ne cee een noes S. 30° W. 
27. Point near south-east extremity of Clearwater Lake........ 8) 30> W. 
28. Point six miles south-west of outlet of Touchwood Lake... 5. 18° W. 
29. Point two miles west of outlet of Touchwood Lake.,....... 8. 20° W. 


Around Island Lake. 


30. Kettle Island, half way up long narrow bay at west end..... South. 
31. Small island two miles from southern extremity of Pipestone 
Ly aboot eeor OSS E Oe SCS O UR Soe Dee o On one eencg S. 25° W. 
32. Point west side of Highway Bay, four miles from southern 
CLULOMILY a cate sin es Sie sk one wicin t ces wriec eee nn aon eae vies South. 
32. Point east side of Highway Bay, three miles from southern 
Co Spent Sih Aa a Oe ee eee South. 


-34. Point one mile north-east of portage from Highway Bay.... S. 10° W. 
35. Point five miles south-east of portage from Highway Bay... 8. 5° W. 


36. Island fourteen and a-half miles west of Fox Island....... S. 20° W. 
37. Island in landlocked bay, twelve miles south-west ot Fox 

PHIRI eae acetone ecto e a <t sitiele ote vielen oan oie 016 6 viein6 Ss. 8° W. 
28. Island one mile east of Fox Island. ..........+. --+++e eee S7lGe Ww. 
39. Point three miles north-east of Fox Island..........-..--- 8. 16° W. 
40. Point on north shore fifteen miles north-west of Fox Island. S. 20° W. 
41, Point nineteen miles south-east of H. B. Co.’s Bostic cincles §. 26° W. 


42. Point sixteen and a-half miles south-east of H. B. Co.’s Post. S. 6° W. 
43, Point on small island seven miles south-east of H. B. Co.’s 
Thee eerste ole Pie Fale cab 35% eateries! sae Rise ceccen Shs We 


Norruern Limirs oF Forest TREES. 


It would be impossible, within the limits of a report like the present, 


+o give all the facts collected with reference to the trees and shrubs of 


the country explored ; still, the information secured in regard to this 
subject may prove useful for reference at any time hereafter. The 
timber has already been incidentally alluded to in describing the regions 
explored, but it may be worth while here to note some facts in regard 
to the range of the trees whose northern boundaries traverse the part 
of the country under consideration. 

White Spruce—(the “ Pine” of Rupert’s Land).—This is the most 
northern coniferous tree. On the east side of Hudson’s Bay the last 
of it is seen on the coast a short distance north of Richmond Gulf. On 
the west side it terminates about Seal River. Thence its limit runs 
north-westward, and is reported to cross the McKenzie River about 
200 miles below Peel’s River. 

Tamarac—(also called ‘ Juniper » and “Red Spruce’”).—On the east 
side of the bay it accompanies the spruce almost to the extreme limit. 


It is abundant at York Factory. Along the lower part of the Nelson 
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River it is of fair size, but on the Churchill it becomes small towards 
the sea. Its northern limit runs north-westward to the McKenzie 
River, which it is said to cross below Peel’s River. 

Banksian Pine—(‘ Cypress.”)—This tree appears to attain its great- 
est perfection on the southern branches of the Albany River, where I 
have seen large groves with tall straight trunks, free from branches, 
and about two feet in diameter at the butt. The original forests of the 
lower part of the valley of the Moose River having been destroyed by 
fire many years ago, a crop of white birch and poplars now replaces 
the former coniferous timber, so thatthe proper northern limits of the 
different species of the latter can scarcely be defined. A young and 
healthy growth of Banksian pines was seen on the Missinaibi branch 
of this river a few miles below “ Hell’s Gate,” but none were observed 
to the northward in this region. It was abundant along Steel River, 
but ceased to be noticed on the upper part of Hayes’ River. In going 
up the Nelson River, it was first met with about twenty miles below 
Gull Lake. It was found on the upper part of the Little Churchill 
River, and is said to be very abundant along the Great Churchill above 
the point which I reached, and also around Athabasca Lake. Its 
northern limit is reported to cross the McKenzie below Peel’s River. 


Balsam Fir—(also called “Single Spruce” and “Silver Pine ”\.— 
Abundant around the southern part of James’ Bay and on good dry 
soil along the Albany River. Mr. Cochrane reports it as common 
around Island Lake, but scarcer on God’s Lake. It is rare and of small 
size at Knee Lake. In going down the Nelson River, it is scarce below 
the Sea River Falls, and the last tree which I observed was at the out- 
let of Sipi-wesk Lake. On the Grass River some good-sized trees were 
seen as far north as the Standing-rock Rapid. It is not a common tree 
along the east side of Lake Winnipeg, is scarce between that lake and 
Lakes Manitoba and Winnipegosis, and appears to be absent to the 
westward of these lakes, although to the north-west it reaches the 
McKenzie River. 


White Cedar.—The northern limit of this species touches the southern 
extremity of James’ Bay, and to the north-westward it crosses the — 
Albany River at some distance from the sea. It is, however, abundant 
in the upper Albany country and in the Lonely Lake and English 
River regions. Its northern boundary crosses the Winnipeg River a 
few miles south of Pine Falls. Near the south end of Lake Winnipeg 
it is met with, of good size, in the bay to the south of Grand Marais 
Point. In Manitoba, it is found east of Red River in the Big Woods 
and even in Kildonan, from which its western limit runs towards the 
south-east angle of the Province and thence southward in the United 
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States. Cedar brushwood grows around Cedar Lake on the Great 
Saskatchewan, near its mouth, and trees of fair size are reported to 
occur on the island in Lake Winnipeg opposite the mouth of this river, 
‘and again on the south side of Long Point, in the same neighbourhood. 
I have not seen these cedars myself, but they are described as belong- 
ing to this species. The locality just mentioned would, therefore, 
constitute an outlying patch, removed 190 miles to the north-westward 
of the north-western point of the main area occupied by this tree. 

Willow.—What appear to be three distinct species of willows, two of 
which, however, can only be considered as shrubs, extend northward 
beyond the mouth of the Churchill River, and are the most northern 
species of deciduous wood. 


Balsam Poplar (“ Rough-barked Poplar,” “Cotton Tree,” “Balm of 
Gilead,” &c).—On the west side of Hudson’s Bay this is the most 
northern species of poplar. It is abundant around York Factory, and 
attains a fair size along the lower part of the Nelson River. In 
descending the Great Churchill it becomes smaller and scarcer until 
the mouth of the river is reached, where it is rare. 


Aspen (Trembling-leafed Poplar).—This tree, which is so abundant 
and of such a thrifty growth around the southern part of James’ Bay 
and on the border of the prairie regions of the North-west Territories, 
does not extend quite as far north as York Factory. In ascending the 
Nelson River it was not met with until within a few miles of the 
Lowest Limestone Rapid. It extends northward nearly to the junction 
of the Little with the Great Churchill River. 


White Birch (Canoe Birch).—This species terminates on Hayes’ 
River, a few miles below the Steel River. On the Nelson, the first 
tree was met with at seven miles before coming to the Lowest Lime- 
stone Rapid, or at seventy from Point of Marsh. In descending the 
Little Churchill it disappeared about midway between the Recluse 
Lakes and the mouth, and in ascending the Great Churchill, it disap- 
peared at eighteen miles above the forks. Along the Burntwood River 
and the upper part of the Nelson it is large enough for building 
canoes, but becomes better for this purpose to the northwestward, and 
is said to be very good around Lake Athabasca. 

Rowan (Mountain Ash).—Common along the east side of Lake Win- 
nipeg, and it is seen here and there along the Nelson River a8 far as 
White Mud Falls, where it disappears. Mr. Cochrane met with it on 
Island Lake. 

Pigeon Cherry.—Found around Island and God’s lakes, and northward 
to Knee Lake. On the Nelson it extends to a point some miles below 
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Sipi-wesk Lake, and on the Grass River to the junction of the west 
branch at Burnt Lake. 


Forest Preservation. 


Up to 1878 the great region covered by this report had been annu- 
ally devastated by forest fires, ranging over large areas and destroying 
the timber in different localities from time to time, until, perhaps, 
more than half of it is already swept away. In that year I made a 
point of calling the attention of the Indian chiefs and head men to this 
great waste, and informed them that it was the wish of the Govern- 
ment that the timber (which the Indians had not before considered of 
any value) should not be thus destroyed, and requested them to make 
their temporary fires on the beach or on bare rock, and to extinguish 
their camp-fires in all cases before leaving. This they all promised to 
attend to, and the result has been that during 1879 no forest fires, as 
far as I could learn or observe myself, had occurred. The saving thus 
effected is worth to the country many times more than the cost of our 
explorations. 


APPENDIX I. 


ON SOME SILURIAN AND DEVONIAN FOSSILS FROM 
MANITOBA AND THE VALLEYS OF THE NELSON 
AND CHURCHILL RIVERS, FOR THE MOST PART 
ati BY DR. R. BELL IN THE SUMMER OF 

9. 


BY J. F. WHITEAVES. 


1. From tHe Banks oF THE Rep River, IN THE ParRisH oF Sr. 
ANDREWS, MANITOBA. 


Receptaculites Oweni, Hall. (=Coscinopora sulcata, D. D. Owen, non 
Goldfuss.) A fine specimen, which, when perfect, was probably 
at least one foot in diameter. The occurrence of this species at 
Lower Fort Garry (which is in the parish of St. Andrews) was 
first placed upon record by D. Dale Owen in 1852, on page 181 
of his “Report on a Geological Survey of Wisconsin, Iowa and 
Minnesota.” According to Professors Hall and Whitney 
(“Geology of Wisconsin, 1862,” vol L., p. 429) &. Oweni “is the 
common and abundant species of the Lead region and the one 
known as the ‘lead-coral,’ from its constant association witn 
the lead-bearing rock.” 


Favosites prolificus, Billings. A characteristic fragment. This species, 
which was originally described from the Hudson River group 
of Anticosti, occurs also, as will be shewn further on, in rocks 
of the same age at Stony Mountain, Manitoba. 


Halysites catenularia, Linn. One good specimen. 

Monticulipora (Monotrypa), Sp. Indt. A fragment of a rather large, 
hemispherical, or possibly spheroidal coral, apparently allied 
to Monotrypa undulata Nicholson, but too imperfect to allow 
the whole of its specific characters to be ascertained. To 
the naked eye the specimen appears as a portion of a hemi- 
spherical crust, about three-quarters of an inch thick in the 
thickest part and half an inch in the thinnest. The convex 
and presumably upper surface is almost covered with small, 
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irregular, but mostly annular, siliceous concretions, and the 
concave face looks as if it had been broken from a much 
thicker mass. When viewed with a lens the coral is seen to be 
made up of minute, polygonal, thin-walled, contiguous and con- 
tinuous corallites, of different sizes, apparently arranged in 
groups. The larger corallites are about one-sixth of a line in 
diameter, and the smaller from one-eighth to one-tenth of a 
line. The cells are entirely filled with mineral matter, and — 
the shape and position of the tabule cannot be satisfactorily 
defined. 


Zaphrentis, Nov. sp. Two imperfect specimens of an apparently 
undescribed species of Zaphrentis or Streptelasma. 


Actinoceras Lyoni, Stokes. The types of A. Lyoni are from Igloolik 
and Ooglit, in Arctic America, but Dr. Bigsby, on page 170 of 
the “ Thesanrus Siluricus,” gives Fort Garry as one of the locali- 
ties of this species. A. Richardsoni of Stokes, from Lake Winni- 
peg, may be the same shell in a different state of preservation, 
for, according to Stokes’ descriptions, the only difference between 
A, Lyoni and A. Richardsoni is that in the former “a small tube 
is seen within the siphuncle, but no radii have been traced from — 
it,’ while in the latter the tube is said to be small and “sur- 
rounded by numerous lamine or plates filling up the siphuncle.” 
In Stokes’ figures, however, the siphuncle of A. Lyoni is repre- 
sented as larger in proportion to the size of the shell than it is 
in A. Richardsoni. In the extremely large size of their siphuncle 
and in the apparently entire absence of any radii proceeding 
from the central tube, which latter cannot be discerned at all in 
some individuals, the two specimens collected by Dr. Bell at this 
locality, and several others from Stone Fort, Manitoba, in the 
collection of the Survey, agree much better with the descriptions 
and figures of A. Zyoni than with those of A. Richardsoni. 


Tilenus, Sp. (allied to and possibly identical with J. latidorsatus, Hall). 
An imperfect cast of a small J//enus, most likely the same as the 
trilobite from Fort Garry referred by D. D. Owen to JZ. crassi- 
cauda, Wahlenberg. The specimen collected by Dr. Bell is, 
however, clearly not the true J. crassicauda, for in the original 
figure of that species in the “Petrificata Telluris Suecane” 
(pl. 2, figs. 5 and 6) the central lobe of each of the ten body rings 
is represented as equal to about one-third of the entire diameter, 
whereas in the specimen from St. Andrews the central lobes of 
the body segments are equal to nearly three-fourths of their 
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greatest diameter. The Jilaenus from this locality is too imper- 
fect for the species to be identified with much certainty, but if 
not actually identical with J. latidorsatus, it appears to be very 
closely allied to it. 


2. From Limestone Rapips 100 Mives up tan Newson River. 


Leptena sericea, Sowerby. Not uncommon. 


Strophomena tenuistriata, Hall. Onespecimen. According to Davidson, 
S. tenuistriata, Hall, is merely a variety of S. rhomboidalis, 
Wilckins. 


Strophomena filitexta, Hall. Several detached valves. 
Strophomena subtenta, Conrad. A single valve. 


Rhynchonella Anticostiensis? Billings. Two imperfect, badly preserved 
and small examples of aspecies of Rhynchonella, apparently 
identical with some larger and more perfect casts from the 
south-west shores of Lake Winnipeg, in the collection of the 
Survey, which have been identified by the writer with the R. 
Anticostiensis. 


Murchisonia bellicincta, Hall. (—WM. major, Hall.) A single large cast, 
which corresponds fairly well with the figures and description 
of this species. 


Asaphus megistos? Locke. A cast of the pygidium only. 


3. From “ First Brrcw Brook,” Netson River. 


_ Strophomena alternata, Conrad. One valve. 


_ Ecculiomphalus, Nov. sp. A single specimen. 


4. From tur Second AND TuirD Limestone Rapids OF THE NELSON 
RIVER. 


_ Receptaculites Oweni, Hall. Several fragments. 


| Halysites catenularia, Linneus. According to Dr. Bell this well-known 


species is quite common at this locality. 


 Eridophyllum, Nov. sp. A single fragment. The same species was 
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collected by Dr. Bell at Fort Churchill, but in loose pieces of 
rock, and there is a fine specimen of it in the Museum of the 


Survey, from Stone Fort, Manitoba, 
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Strophomena alternata, Conrad. One specimen. 


Murchisonia bellicincta, Hall. (=—M. major.) A large cast, precisely 
similar to one from the locality last mentioned. 

Maclurea (near M. Bigsbyi, Hall). Two tolerably perfect casts of a 
shell which may be an extreme variety of M Bigsbyi, but the 
outer whorl is wider above, and more obliquely compressed 
below, between the periphery and the umbilical margin, than 
the corresponding parts of the shell of M Bigsbyi are. Ina 
figure of the latter species recently published by Prof. Whitfield, 
the aperture is represented as a little higher than wide, whereas 
in the most perfect of the two Maclureas collected by Dr. Bell 
at this locality the maximum width of the aperture is about 
one-third greater than its height. 


Endoceras (Cameroceras) annulatum ? Hall. Three distorted and imper- 
fect examples of an Hndoceras, which agree in most respects 
with the definition of #. annulatum. The outline of their trans- 
verse section is rather oval than circular, but this circumstance 
may be due to lateral compression. - 


Oncoceras, Nov. sp. One fine but somewhat distorted specimen. 


5. FRomM THE JUNCTION OF THE LITTLE AND GREAT CHURCHILL RIVERS. 


Zaphrentis, Nov. sp. Two specimens, one of which is the same as those 
from St. Andrews, previously mentioned. 


Columnopora cribriformis, Nicholson. A small but well-preserved 
example. 


6. From Fort Caurcuiiu.. (Loose.) 


Eridophyllum, Nov. sp. Identical apparently with that from the 
Second and Third Rapids of the Nelson. 


Rhynchonella capax, Conrad. One very imperfect specimen. 


Actinoceras Lyoni ? Stokes. A fragment of a siphuncle, consisting of a 
cast of four of the chambers. 


The fossils from localities Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4 are from limestones or 
dolomites which evidently belong to the same geological horizon. On 
stratigraphical as well as on paleontological grounds there is good reason 
for supposing that these rocks represent the upper part of the Trenton 
Limestone, and that they are the equivalents of the Galena Limestone 
of Wisconsin and Illinois. At Stony Mountain, Manitoba, they are 
immediately and conformably overlaid by true Hudson River rocks. 
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The few fossils collected on the banks of the Churchill, from localities 
Nos. 5 and 6, are insufficient to establish the exact age of the rocks in 
which they occur, but it is probable that both are referable either to 


_ the top of the Trenton Limestone or to the lower part of the Hudson 


River group. 


7. From Stony Mountain, MANITOBA. 


In 1875 Mr. R. W. Ells made an interesting collection of fossils from 
this locality, on behalf of the Survey, which has not hitherto been 
reported on. Stony Mountain, it may be mentioned, is a hill some 
fifty feet in height, on the western bank of the Red River, not far from 
Fort Garry. The species obtained by Mr. Ells are as follows :— 


Chetetes delicatulus, Nicholson. Two specimens. 


Monticulipora, Sp. One good example. This is the common Trenton 
and Hudson River species which Mr. Billings identified with 
Stenopora jibrosa, Goldfuss. It is also the coral figured by Prof. 
Hall on Plate 24, figures 1 g, h,i. (cet. excl.) of the first vo- 
lume of the Paleontology of New York, as one of the forms of 
Cheetetes lycoperdon, Say. Dr. H. A. Nicholson places the coral 
‘represented in these figures among the synonyms of Chetetes 
Fletcheri, Edwards and Haime. In@. Fletcheri, however, the coral- 
lites are said to be rounded or oval, with comparatively thick 
walls, whereas in the present species the corallites are clearly 
polygonal, with thin walls. 

Monticulipora (Diplotrypa) Whiteavesii 2. Nicholson. Two small speci- 
mens growing on the shells of brachiopoda. 

Favosites prolificus, Billings. .A fine large specimen, identified and 
labelled by Mr. Billings himself. 

Streptelasma corniculum, Hall. Several well-preserved examples of a 
rather small Streptelasma, with a well-developed and smooth 
epitheca, precisely similar to the small individuals of S. corni- 
cula figured by Rominger. These Stony Mountain Streptelasme 
represent the Hudson River group coral commonly referred to 
S. corniculum, rather than the typical form of that species from 
the Trenton Limestone. 


~ Crinoidal Stems. Detached joints only. 
 Ptilodictya (Stictopora) acuta, Hall. A few characteristic fragments. 


f 


Strophomena nitens, Billings. Hight perfect examples of an entirely 
smooth form of this species. 
Strophomena Hecuba, Billings. One dorsal valve. 
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Orthis testudinaria, Dalman. Abundant. 


Orthis subquadrata, Hall. Many perfect and well-preserved specimens 
of an unusually coarsely ribbed variety of this shell. 


Rhynchonella capax, Conrad, Several large and perfect examples. 
Murchisonia gracilis? Hall. One small cast. 

Cyrtolites ornatus ? Conrad. One imperfect cast. 

Ascoceras Newberryi, Billings. Two specimens. 


The collection made by Mr. Ells at this locality shows, first, that a 
large portion of the mass of Stony Mountain consists of limestones, 
with clayey partings, which are identical, both in their lithological and 
paleontological characters, with the well-known rocks of the Hudson 
River or Cincinnati group of Southern Ohio and elsewhere; and, 
secondly, that these Hudson River rocks of Stony Mountain overlie, 
immediately and conformably, the buff-coloured, fossiliferous and more 
or less magnesian limestones of the Red River valley, which have 
already been assumed to be the representatives of the upper part of the 
Trenton limestone. 


At Stony Mountain Dr. Bell also made a small collection of fossils, 
consisting of the following species. 


Orthis testudinaria, Dalman. 

Orthis subquadrata, Hall. © 

Rhynchonella capax, Conrad. 

Cheirurus Icarus, Billings. One pygidium. 


Calymene Blumenbachii, Billings, as of Brongniart. An imperfect pygi- 
dium. This is the common Calymene of the Trenton and Hudson 
River groups, identified by Billings and Dr. Nicholson with the 
C. Blumenbachii of Europe. Mr. §. A. Miller, however, says that 
the true C. Blumenbachii has not been found in North America, 
and that the species mistaken for it is the C. senaria of Conrad, 
‘which latter is a synonym of C. calliteles, Green. 


A few fossils were collected by Dr. Bell at various places on the 
Churchill and Nelson Rivers, which appear to be of newer age than 
the Lower Silurian, but which are insufficient to indicate with much 
probability the exact geological horizon of the rocks in which they 
were found. The following are the localities at which these fossils 
were collected, with notes on the species, 
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8. Tarer Miues Kast or CHURCHILL RIVER. 


_ Pentamerus (Sp. Undt.) Three casts of the ventral valve of a rather 


finely-ribbed Pentamerus in some respects like P. occidentalis 
Hall, from the Guelph limestone of Elora and Hespeler, Ont. 


9, GituaAm’s IsnANpD, Netson RIVER. 
Atrypa reticularis, Linneus. Two specimens. Upper Silurian or 


Devonian. 


10. WALKER’s IsLAND, OxrorD LAKE. 


Atrypa reticularis, Linneus. Five detached specimens, four with very 
fine ribs and one with remarkably coarse ones. Matrix a pale 
brick-red colour, just like that from the last locality. 


11. YorK Factory. (LOosE.) 
Cyathophyllum Davidsoni, Milne-Edwards. (—Acervularia profunda, 
Hall.) One characteristic but much worn specimen. 
Fawosites (Sp. Indt.) A small rolled and rounded mass, of a species 
with small corallites. 


The fossils from the last mentioned locality are certainly Devonian, 
but they may have been drifted from some distance, 
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LIST OF PLANTS COLLECTED BY DR. R. BELL AROUND 
THE SHORES OF HUDSON’S BAY AND ALONG THE 
; CHURCHILL AND NELSON RIVERS IN 1877 AND 1879. 


_ The specimens have been kindly determined by Prof. John Macoun, 
F.L.S., Albert University, Belleville. 

I. East coast of Hudson’s Bay. ea 

Ii. Churchill River. 

Il. North end of Lake Winnipeg. 

IV. Nelson River between Lake Winnipeg and the coast of Hudson's 
Bay. 
* A. Plants crossing the Arctic Circle 


CATALOGUE. 
Nos Priore atl ty ok 
| ae oe ets | 
© RANUNCULACE. | 
| 
1 | Anemone parviflora, Michx ..... .-..-6 +--+ ste | * 
» 2 UE CES DIO Td. ane soo vce os oioe sities mid eee a bs 
7 3 UL Pennsylvanica, Linn ........-...-- ra i 
_ 4 | Thalictrum dioicum, Linn ..........---. +--+) i alta) 
5 &“ Cornuti, Linn .........-..+.---- ) al 
6 | Ranunculus aquatilis, var. trichophyllus...... | hae iy 
7 a multifidus, Pursh ...-.....-.+--- . ae 
8 « acris, Linn. ...... 2.02 +205 eee ue _ 
9 &“ Cymbalaria ........--- sre era iat 50 fm * 
10 «“ sceleratus, Linn ......22.. e+++- : : 
o11 “ eet var. reptans, Gr ata aleiaters di “ ‘ 
12 | Caltha palustris . Sivlesece te een 7 
13 | Actoea spicata, var. | rubra Gr. AE CECT AcE 
NyMPH#ACEA. 
Nuphar luteum, Smith (leaf only) .....---+-- e 
“FUMARIACEAE. 
Corydalis aurea, Willd ......--++s++ seer eer? 2 d 
6 glauca, Pursh ....-+..-+-> pneitass . 


26 


35 


36 
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OaraLoGure—Continued. 


CRUCIFER®. 


Nasturtium palustre, D C............. --++- 
Cardamine hirsuta, Linn......... reenter 

“ pratensis, Linn.... .......-+-+--+- 
Arabis Drummondii, Gr .- 2.0.65 ecesss 1-00 
Erysimum cheiranthoides, Linn .........---- 
Sisymbrium sophioides, Fischer .......-..++- 
Drabaneana, (Dy eco ac speleie vreieieuelslle) -Lerale 


VIOLACER. 


Viola cucullata, Ait...) 1c neste sein! em )elelleinime'= 
«  canina, var. sylvestris.....+....-+...- 


CISTACES. 
Hudsonia tomentosa, Nutt .............--- ae 
DrospRACcEs. 
Drosera rotundifolia, Linn .................. 
CARYOPHYLLACER. 


Lychnis apetala, Linn.......... ois sa pierce ee reiee 
Arenaria lateritlora, Taimn)<jsee see. © selene oe 5 

“-. -peploides, inne smacots.cheseerser seh 
Stellaria longipes, Goldie. 0.222. <-. saneen 
Cerastium arvense, Linn..., 

“ alpingim, inn). <seicien ee eer 
Sagina nodosa, Hrengle tse. oewaeenee eee aa 


GERANIACER. 


Geranium Carolinianum, Linn.......... 


sewee 


POLYGALACER. 
Polygala Seneca, Linn 
LEGuMINOS&. 


Astragalus Canadensis, Linn .......... 6... . 
“ hypoglottis, Ker.......... 
“« alpinus, Linn....... clehisteeistorereet 
“ frigidus, Gray .<,...2:5.. 
“ adsurgens, Pall 
Glycyrrhiza lepidota, Nutt. /.............06) 
Hedysarum Mackenzii, Richard 
Vicia Americana, Muhl.. 
Lathyrus maritimus, Bigel.................. 
“ ochroleucus, Hooke. . aeeme nee cee 
“ palustris Ginn. acess 


ee wees 


od 
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CaraLoGur—Continued. 


or 
or 


Nos Lr ayeitvey bv, ee 
RosacEm. 
48 | Prunus Pennsylvanica, Linn...............-. 3 
a Dcyas integrifolia, Vahl «6. ccas vnc eee ee ee * * 
pie Grourm rivale, GIN. . 2... cee cece eae e esse eee 
51 MORIN SUNG UU ER ALE 1o)2 n/)b a) 4 aatoim 6, ofa a's, 01<'s S00 he 
52 | Fragaria Virginiana, Ehrh.................. _ 
53 | Potentilla Norvegica, Linn ............-.-s-- - * 
54 “ TAMREVING LUA Tini a cies vs «3's v.05 0 5 = * 

» 55 “« APIFGIGOSA ATI 4. co70 6's a'si.9.0 «0 ew'elnes . i 

56 “ tridentata, Alt. 100. <0 Se cticc ce ne os be a 

57 “ palustris, Scop ........ ah oeistee ie . W * 

58 “ Pennsylvanica, Linn........-....- x : 

59 a DULY CA. PAs canon «ix o> ein eieieins6i6 - = 

60 “ SEU Gle USE visser whi e vohe-<p 2.910 ads * 

61 &“ flabelliformis, Nutt. .......--....- 

62 | Rubus Chamzmorus, Linn.........- Sale cite 7 a 

63 “ triflorus, Richard ........-.---++-+-+- - i 

64 > Varctieus, LINN. <6... aes eds ose ee ese ; z * 

G5. «“ strigosus, Michx...... Be mew bie tacts come > 

66 | Rosa blanda, Ait. .... 2.2.2.2. .eee sence ceeeee = * 

67 | Amelanchier Canadensis, var. oblongifolia, Gray - x * 
"7 68 | Pyrus sambucifolia, Ch. & Schl........-..--- a * 

SAXIFRAGACEA. 

69 | Ribes prostratum, L’Her......-..-.--.e++++- * * 

70 « yubrum, Linn........-...0+ ees ese - * 

= 71 «  oxycanthoides, Linn.........+--..----. , * 

_ 72 | Parnassia palustris, Linn ........--.------++- . * * 
73 | Saxifraga aizoides, Linn.........----.---+-- * 

Be “« ieyiqiile: op erick SS ee eS ee, eee Eeome * * 

75 “ tricuspidata, Retz ...... -+++--se0e * * 
76 | Heuchera hispida, Pursh.... ....-.--++--+++- 7 "9 

; 77 | Mitella nuda, Linn.........-..-- Wate ntens ws hie =. = * 
#) HALoRaGE. 
if’ 

_ 78 | Hippuris vulgaris, Linn......-.----+--+ +++ sg * 
79 | Myriophyllum spicatum, Linn......... Seore hers e * 
:. ONAGRACER. 

Epilobium angustifolium, Linn....-.------+» * * * 

We latifolium, Linn.....--.-+-+-+-+-- * * 

“ coloratum, Muhl.....+-+-++-++++- 
Cnothera biennis, Linn ....------+e++++++- 

UMBELLIFERA. 
Heracleum lanatum, Michx....----.--+--++- i 
Cicuta virosa, Linn ......-+-0++sereerr ree? - * 
Sium lineare, Michx ....-------- SoC Ce co 
ARALIACER. 
* 


Aralia hispida, Michx.-..--+;-+esesrere ress 
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| 
New | TL hae vive lA 
i} 
CORNACER. 
88 | Cornus Canadensis, Linn...........+-+-+-.+5- ‘2 3 : 
89 « ~ stolonifera, Michx........-..s. panied é 
CAPRIFOLIACEM. 
90 | Linnea borealis, Gronov..........+ Pick See * * 
91 | Lonicera involucrata, Banks ........ SOB OLPIc > 
92 | Viburnum pauciflorum, Pylaie...............| = 
RUBIACEA. 
93) |-Galium: trifidtuma, Dimi aie aici fects 6 eicerslate ee 3 i 
94 te borenle - iim tere «alee Sal eistaareere a * fi * 
ComposiItTz. 
95 | Nardosmia palmata, Hook.............-... é 3 3 
96 oe supitiata, Bentiien 6.1 shertemier > 
97 | Aster graminifolius, Torr. & Gr.............. i 
98 (= PRUVUS, Albee ae emilee earn oe | - 
99 CEM MItHOrUS, Lyi esse src ies sien ee aaa ~ EL? 
100 | Erigeron Canadense, Linn ...3........-4.0+< = 
101 « Philadelphicum, Linn..............| ‘aire * 
102 | Solidago) lanceolata, Alt. if. .0.. 66 accuses =e] | re 
103 «Canadensis; Linn, .:..... scores | pia 
104 | Achillea millefolium, Linn.......... BPs | es z 
105 | Leucanthemum arcticum, DC ............-. < <7) * 
106 | Artemisia Canadensis, Michx..... ni shes lereute ore . 
107 “« biennigy Willan vata ae eral ee eel ; 3 
108 w“ Vuloarisy Linn ft. este creh oe See ‘3 4 
109 | Antennaria dioica, Gertn.................-. es i 
110 “ plantaginifolia, R. Br..... yearns ¢ 
141 |'Senecio palustris stHOoks exer seceereee eines = 43 : 
112 ef een tesla au deals Waly (akare Sinsetes aS eee | 
113 us aureus, L., var. obovatus:........ 
114 | ATM ca TO OSB erat x caries cast ayercin ee eee es 
115 | Hieracium Canadense, Michx..........:..... : 
116 | Taraxacum palustre, D C........,... A 5 : x 
Lopabiacna. 
117 | Lobelia Kalmii, Ginn ........... soe 55 3 
CAMPANULACEA, 
118 | Campanula rotundifolia, Linn............. 2 = a 
ERICACER. 
119 | Vaccinium ceespitosum, Michx.............. 
120 “ oxycoccus, Linn.......... ustten eck i % 
121 4“ Vitis-Idea, Linn............ SEK x - = 
122 “ Canadense, Kalam ow.n see scencn 2 il 
123 « uliginosum, Linn ....... Een. si - 
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Arctostaphylos uva-ursi, Spreng .........-.+. 
“ alpina, Spreng. .......--.--0 | 
Andromeda polifolia, Linn........... weal’ cieiat 
Cassandra calyculata, Dom ...... 6-265. eee | 
Kalmia glauca, Ait. 22.2... .2e eee e eee weneee| 
edum: palustre; Minus: 4.6.2. - 02 seen sccens | 
aa Latatg LRAT ATES oasis ocx ews) o' «50's 08] 
Pyrola minor, Linn... 22... 12sec es eeeeee 
t gecunda, Dimn.) ise. se vec ses cece ees | 

« _yotundifolia, Linn. ..........- MerS or 


PLANTAGINACEA. 
Plantago major, var. Asiatica, Decaisne....... 
PrRIMULACE. 

Primula farinosa, Linn ....... eee eee eereee 
«“ Mistassinica, Michx ...... +++ +++ +s 
Trientalis Americana, Pursh ......-.-e+++++-- 
Lysimachia ciliata, Linn.....------+++++++++ 
a thyrsiflora, Linn ........-. «++ ote 


LENTIBULIACEA. 


Utricularia vulgaris, Linn .....--:.-+-- ate store 
Pinguicula vulgaris, Linn.......---- soon 


ScroPHULARIACEA. 


Veronica peregrina, Linn. ....-+-+-++++e+ere 
Castilleia pallida, Kunth.....--++-++++-0+% sate 
Euphrasia officinalis, Linn....-- --+++>+-++7+ 
Rhinanthus Crista-galli, Linn..... +--+ «+--+ 
Pedicularis euphrasioides, Steph ...-.-+-+++- 3 

ee hirsuta, Linn ?....-..--- PERRO E 


LABIATA. 


Mentha Canadensis, Linn.......-++-+++° sieiee 


| Dracocephalum parviflorum, Nutt....-.--++++ 


Scutellaria galericulata, L ....+- +--+) s+r+7* 
Stachys palustris, Linn...-..----- Cae a Ae eia 


BorRAGINACEX. 


Mertensia paniculata, Don ...-.-++ +++++* +" 


a maritima, Don ..-..++ -++++e + fees 
GENTIANACEA. 
Gentiana Amarella, var. stricta.... +++ -++-°: 


Pleurogyne Carinthiaca, Griesb. var. pusilla, Gr. 
Menyanthes trifoliata, Linn....-+++++++++**" 
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Nos Uy Ele 
CHENOPODIACER. 
157 | Chenopodium album, Linn.............----- 
158 & glaucum, duinnlpn sactsaise nm aiee i | _ 
PoLyGONACER. 
159 | Polygonum aviculare, Linn............-..-- / 
160 “ amphibium, Linn...... Son ore 
161 Us Cin Ode MACH Xe ieieie ee ror <peaesise 
162 « Valvahel rath bine o5q 5G Gogdog ococ = 
163 “ lapathifolium, Ait .............. : 
LGA RUMeX AMarihi ms MNT esrets te eles iets ape eter 
165 tt - salicifolius, Weinn <2... scree eniae ‘ 
ELMAGNACER. 
166 | Eleagnus argentea, Pursh.............-..ee> gs 
167 | Shepherdia Canadensis, Nutt.............--. <= 
SANTALACEA. 
168 | Comandra umbellata, Nutt................. : Ps 
Emprrracem. 
169 | Empetrum nigrum, Linn ...... Sasats Higdoade - 
Urticacna. 
170 | Urtica gracilis, Ait.,... Remine pipis eae ea reine . 
BETULACEm. 
L(1 1) Betula glandnloss. Mich, = aso acee se eee ee 
Ni Ta Woah isprintersnotny WANE 5 Ben, S5k GA cea a5460- 
SALICACEA. 
Lid j| Salix candidays Willd ae cn. sei eereceeee eres J 
174. tt snyrtillordesy Minne csises seein . = 
175 UD BV OStite MP Urs Dic. ae nce eres te shades “ 
176 ‘ Loa ee ise isiertelezsn ae Gedo sae 42 
177 “ refenagrets Weibvsisyeie Talal ele/etaret oie eee ‘ “ 
ConiFErai, 
178 | Juniperus communis, Linn ..... wim sais ei fale lars . 
179 ee Sabina, var. procumbens .......... . 
TYPHACE®. 
180 | Sparganium simplex, Huds .........+. o.cse- 
181 “ minimum, Bauhin,........ i! 
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CataLocur—Continued. 
Nos. eed ne 
“pe ad ae ~ —_— 
NAIADACE. 
182 | Potamogeton lucens, L....... SC: RSE one E 
183 “ rufescens,Schrad .........2-+-- ; 
184 “ pectinatus, Linn...........+... 2 
185 ct perfoliatus, Linn .............. 
ALISMACE. 
_ 186 | Triglochin maritimum, Linn.........--.+.-- : 
ORCHIDACES. 
187 | Habenaria rotundifolia, Richard ............. * 
188 « hyperborea, Lindl..............-- 
189 | Spiranthes Romanzoviana, Cham .......--.++ . 
190 | Corallorhiza innata, R. Br....-....-++ sees ‘3 
191 | Cypripedium guttatum, Swartz? ..........- ae f 
ro 1RIDACER. 
192 | Sisyrinchium Bermudianum, Linn.........-- a 
‘a Liiace®. 
193 | Smilacina trifolia, Desf.......-- -+seee sere es % 
194 “ pifoliay Ker... 2.204 227525 s20 5 ne ‘ 
195 “ stellata, Desf.......-+++--+eseeeee _ 
196 | Lilium Philadelphicum, Linn..... aes ee 
- 197 | Tofieldia palustris, Huds.......-- Seam peaisteeiale i 
3 
r, JUNCACER. 
198 | Luzula parviflora, var. melanocarpa Gray ....- Y 
199 | Juncus alpinus, var. insignis Fries .....-.-+--+ 
— 200 «“ — Balticus, Dethard .....-.--++ +--+ e+0° i 
me 201 « tenuis, Willd ......-.----+++ee s0% SE 
x CYPHRACE. 
202 | Eleocharis palustris, R Br ...-.-----++++ ++ 5 
203 | Scirpus atrovirens, Muhl....-.---- a careiateis 6:3 
J: validus, Vahl.....--e+++--eeerer rrr? f 
Eriophorum gracile, Roth ....--+-+-+++- culo 
Carex aristata, R. Br.?.-...--+-- a obe tin BOC Nor 
« aurea, Nutt......---+++ +++" AGE ORO EuOL 4 
« canescens, Linn .....-- «--+- ie ole aa . . 
«  gynocrates, Wormsk ...--- eneOnO mtrtice 
« scoparia, Schk......---+-- dia. d ayatoyenoe 
« gtraminea, Schk .....---++++++++ aes | 
“ stricta, Lam....- BES ont OOO ae DOOM i 
«© vesicaria, Linn ....---++-++0rereseeres | 


«  vyulpinoidea, Michx...- --++++s+reee+* 
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CaraLoGuE—Continued. 


I TT) \ QU Vi ees 
Nos. GRAMINEA. 
215 | Alopecurus aristulatus, Michx.... .....- esse ¥ 
216 | Calamagrostis Langsdorffii, Trin....... Soooae ‘a * ¢ 
217 | Agrostis scabra, Willd..... Eee de see Soot eists 2 
218 |'Glyceria fluitams, Rie Bross). 225s a2 ve ateitesayas 4 
219s) Bow alliage Wauririgeretaee atte eysaeiete re nolan Tear ‘s 
290: -|* Cee serotinay Lire. sclerwsisctsetyeletceha svete <tt> 4 
DOs Neale Lex aie es Sele vaatesatel In etetete ol rote easier <kerclte cota i 
292 | Mestuca ovina, Maine. eileemues «sete eke obi 3 os 
293) | Klymoris dasystactiy um sic. alo.) elelsiclecinieies > © 2 
924°) Hordeum jubatume-binwes Gececass sole <1 aaete ee = = 
225 | Beckmannia eruceeformis, Hook.,........-..- * 
EQuispTach a. 
226 | Equisetum sylvaticum, Linn.............. oe * 
227 ¢ Mines Soin ere steuursje ete ale abet ° * 2 
Fiuicss. 

228 | Polypodium vulgare, Linn....... shatek sees * 
229 | Asplenium Trichomanes, Linn ............ Sah mee 
230 | Aspidium fragrans ,Swartz....... ch Geen tone Seer 2 
231 “ spinulosum, SwartdZ.....-.eccsee< 

VAT. CU Sta hur,” GEE. os cvesteraiete fares ave datorels - = 
232 | Cystopteris fragilis, Bernh ..... Sas eerie ata Spo * 
233: | Woodsia Iivensis, Rh) Brg. nccisiarseri se Sree | * rey 
234 | Botrychium Lunaria, Swartz........ eee eens ae 

Lycopopracra. 
235 | Lycopodium clavatum, Linn............ cuss + ; 
Mosc. 

236 | Sphagnum subsecundum, Nees .......+ eeeees | ye 
237 | Polytrichum strictum, Hook ........ ....-.. - 
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APPENDIX IIL. 


LIST OF FRESH-WATER MOLLUSCA FROM MANITOBA 
AND THE VALLEY OF THE NELSON RIVER. 


The following list includes some species collected in Manitoba, which 
Mr. Whiteaves, of the Geological Survey, has kindly determined. 


LLAMELLIBRANCHIATA. 


1. Unio rectus, Lamarck. Red River, Manitoba. 


2. Hyridella (?) radiata, Lamarck. Numerous in Lake Winnipeg and 
the Nelson River. 


. Hyridella luteola, Lamarck. (Unio siliquoideus, Barnes.) Red 
River, Manitoba. 

. Lampsilis flavus, Rafinesque. (—Unio rubiginosus, Lea.) Red 
River, Manitoba. 


. Theliderma quadrulus, Rafinesque. (= Unio lachrymosus, Lea.) Red 
River, Manitoba. 


6. Dysnomia plicata, Lesueur. Red River, Manitoba. 
7. Metaptera alatus, Say. Red River, Manitoba. 


8. Complanaria complanata, Barnes. Common in the Nelson River, 
but larger and finer in the Red and Assiniboine Rivers. 


. Strophitus Pennsylvanicus, Lamarck. (=Anodonta undulata, Say.) 
Lake Winnipeg and Great Playgreen Lake. 


. Anodonta (Sp. uncertain.) Red River at Winnipeg. 
Nos. 4, 5 and 6 are characteristic Western species. 


. Spherium*transversum, Say. Both found in numbers in the 
stomachs of sturgeon caught in 


. Spherium striatinum, Lamarck. Great Playgreen Lake. 


GASTEROPODA. 


. Valvata (Tropidina) tricarinata, Say. Found in the stomachs of 
sturgeon caught in Great Playgreen Lake. 
5 
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14. Limnea stagnalis, Linné. Lake annie Nelson River Be hs ke 
: and rivers to the south-eastward. ; ee 


Pe 15. Linnophysa catascopium, Say. Great Playgreen Lake. ’ a 


16. Physa heterostropha, Say. Inhabits the same waters as Lin 
stagnalis. 


17. Bulinus hypnorum, Linné. Ponds in Manitoba. 


18. Helisoma trivolvis, Say. Around Winnipeg and in Manitoba. n, 
. Helisoma bicarinatus, Say. Bags va 


APPENDIX IV. 


LIST OF LEPIDOPTERA FROM THE NELSON AND CHURCHILL 
RIVERS AND THE WEST COAST OF HUDSON’S BAY. 


- Herr Geffcken of La Tour de Peilz, Switzerland, has kindly supplied 
the following list of the Lepidoptera of the region explored. The 
‘Specimens were collected by the Venerable Archdeacon Kirby (now of 
London, England), who laboured for many years in this and other 
parts of the Northwest Territory. 


1. Papilio Turnus, Linn. 


2. “« — Zolicaon, Boisd. 
3. Colias Christina, Edw. 
"4. Chippewa, Ed. 
5. “ Nastes, Boisd. Churchill. 


6. « Nov. sp. Allied to C. Hecla and C. Boothii, but distinct 
from both. Found at Churchill or north of York Factory. 

7. Danais Archippus, Fab. 

8. Argynnis Triclaris, Hub. 
9. it Frigga, Thunb, var. Laga. 

10. - Atlantis, Edw. 

sel. us Freya, Thunb. 

12. hs Chariclea, Schneid. 

138. Meliteea Tharos, Drury. 

14. Vanessa Milberti, Godt. 

45. “ Hunter, Drury. 

16. 5 Cardui, Linn, 

a7. “i Atalanta, Linn. 

18. « — Antiopa, Linn. 

19. Limenitis Arthemis, Drury. 

20. Erebia Discoidalis, Kirby. York Factory. 

21. «  Fasciata, Butler. North to Churchill. 

22. “Nov. sp. North Churchill. 


% “a ra 
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23. Satyrus Nephele, Kirby. : 

a. 24, Chionobas Jutta, Hubn. York Factory. . 
eer 25. Polyommatus Xanthoides? Boisd. 

i 26. Macroglossa Flavofasciata ? 


27. Alypia Maccullochi? Kirby. 
28. Telea Polyphemus, Linn. 
29. Platarctia Parthenos,Fab. 


Evidently south of York Factory. 
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APPENDIX V. 


LIST OF COLEOPTERA COLLECTED BY DR. R. BELL IN 1879 
ON THE NELSON AND CHURCHILL RIVERS. 


The species of Coleoptera collected during my exploration of the 
Nelson and Churchill rivers have been kindly determined by 
Dr. J. L. LeConte of Philadelphia, who has forwarded the following 
list of them. 


. Carabus tedatus, Fabr. 
. Nebria Sahlbergi, Fisch. 
. Calathus ingratus, Dej. 


. Pterostichus orinonum, Leach. 
oe empetricola, Dej. 
. Amara hematopus, Dej. (=Stereocerus similis, Kirby & Lirus 
lacustris, Lec.) 
8. Dytiscus confiuens, Say. 
3, ee anxius, Mann. 
10. Gaurodytes lutosus, Crotch. 
11. Gyrinus (immature and undeterminable). 
12. Lathrobium simile, Lec. 
13. Silpha Lapponica, Linn. 
14. “  trituberculata, Kirby. 
15. Coccinella 12-maculata, (—incarnata, Kirby,—picta, Randall.) 
16. Hippodamia quinque signata, Kirby. 
17. Buprestis Nuttalli, Kirby. 
18. Melanophila Drummondi, Kirby. 
19. Chrysobothris trinervia, Kirby. 
20. Photinus (Ellychnia) corruscus. (small var.) 
21. Podabrus, allied to piniphilus. 
22. Telephorus fraxini, Say. 


1 
2 
3 
4. Platynus ruficornis, Lec. 
5 
6 
7 
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. Criocephalus agrestis, Kirby. 
. Xylotrechus undulatus, Say. 
. Acmzops pratensis, Laich. (—strigilata, Fab.) 


. Leptura subargentata, Kirby. 


sex-maculata, Linn. 


‘« — chrysocoma, Kirby, 


. Monohammus scutellatus, Say. 
. Pogonocherus mixtus, Hald. - 
. Orsodachna Childreni, Kirby. 
. Odoxus vitis, Linn. 

. Chrysomela spire, Say. 

. Gonioctena arctica, Mann, 


. Graptodera bimarginata, Say. (—Plicipennis, Mann,—vitivora, 
Thomas. ) 
. Stenotrachelus arctatus, Say. 


. Meloe Americanus, Leach.(—angusticollis, Lec.) 
. Lepyrus colon, Linn. 


APPENDIX VI. 


LIST OF BIRDS FROM THE REGION BETWEEN NORWAY 
HOUSE AND FORTS CHURCHILL AND YORK. 


The following is a list of the birds, of which either the skins or the 
eggs were actually obtained, in the region between Norway House and 


Forts Churchill and York. Many other species were noted, and a list 


of these is reserved to be verified and enlarged the coming season. I 
am indebted to Mr. H. G. Vennor, of the Geological Survey, and Mr. P. 
Kuetzing, naturalist and taxidermist, for assisting in the determination 
of the skins. Several of these were given to me by Dr. Percy Mathews 
and Mr. Henry Johnstone, of York Factory. 


1. Halicetus leucocephalus, Bald eagle. Rather scarce. 
2. Pandion halicetus, Briss.; Osprey, or Fishing eagle. Common. 
Several nests seen along the Churchill and Grass rivers. 

3. Faleo communis, Gm.; Peregrine or Duck hawk, male. York 
Factory. 

4. “  columbarius, Linn.; Pigeon hawk. Norway House to Fort 
Churchill. 

5. “  snarverius, Linn.; male. York Factory. 

6. “ — sacer, Forst.; Ger-falcon. York Factory. A fine specimen, 
presented by Mr. Fortescue. 

4. Buteo borealis, Gm.; Red-tailed hawk. Fort Churchill. : 

8. Brachyotus palustris, Bechst.; Swamp owl. Fort Churchill and 
York Factory. 

9. Nyctea nivea, Daudin; Snowy owl. Abundant throughout the 
district in winter. 


10. Surnia ulula, var. Hudsonica, Gm.; Hawk’ owl. Fort Churchill 


and York Factory. 


11. Corvus Americanus, Aud.; Common crow. On Lake Winnipeg the 


young were able to fly in the beginning of July. Not 
- often seen in the woods. Common on Hudson’s Bay. 


ie cords, Lint. 5 Raven, or Barking crow. Breeds throughout 
the district. 
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13. 


14. 


15. 
16. 


LG 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 


22. 
23. 


24, 
25. 


26. 


27. 


28. 
29. 


30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
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Ceryle Alcyon, Linn.; King-fisher. Lake Winnipeg to York 
Factory. Rare towards Fort Churchill. 


Colaptes auratus, Linn.; Yellow-shafted woodpecker. Very numer- 
ous, owing to the abundance of food afforded by the 
extensive brulés. The Hairy Woodpecker is also very 
common. 

Collurio borealis, Vieil.; Great northern shrike. York Factory. 

Loma leucoptera, Gm.; American cross-bill. A specimen, which 
flew on board ship in Hudson’s Strait, was presented by 
Dr. Mathews. 

Quiscalus purpureus, Bartr.; Purple blackbird. York Factory. 

Scolecophagus ferrugineus, Gm.; male, Rusty Grakle. York Factory. 

Melospiza melodia, Wils.; Song-sparrow. Norway House. 

Dendreca cestiva, male, Gm. ; Yellow-poll warbler. York Factory. 

Eremophila alpestris, Forst.; Shore lark. Fort Churchill and York 
Factory. 

Plectrophanes nivalis, Linn. ; Snow Bunting. York Factory. 

Turdus migratorius, Linn.; American Robin. Common throughout 
the district. 

Tachycincta bicolor, Vieil.; White-bellied swallow. York Factory. 

Chordeiles Virginianus, Gm.; (western variety) N ight hawk. York 


Factory. Common southward. The W hip-poor-will was 
not seen nor heard north of Norway House. 


Lagopus albus, Gmel.; Willow ptarmigan. Abundant at Churchill’ 
and York in winter, and comes as far south as N orway 
House. 

Bonasa umbellus, Linn. ; Ruffed grouse. Rare as far north as York 
Factory. 


“ 


Canadensis, Linn. ; Canada grouse. Rare at Fort Churchill. 

Pedicecetes phasianellus, Linn. ; Pin-tailed grouse. Some of these 
birds were shot near Dog's Head, Lake Winnipeg. 
Thence I have found them eastward as far as Long Lake 
and Pie River on Lake Superior. 

Strepsilas interpres, Linn.; Turnstone. York Factory. 

Gus Canadensis, Linn. ; Sand-hill crane. Norway House. 

Botaurus minor, Gm.; Little bittern. York Factory. 


Gambetta flavipes, Gm.; Yellow-shanks. Common throughout the 
district. 


— 
“ 


50. 


BL. 


34. 


35. 
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Gambetta melanoleuca, Gmel.; Tell Tale: Stone Snipe. Norway 
House. 


Tringoides macularius, Linn. ; Spotted sandpiper. Norway House 
to York Factory. 


. Wumenius borealis, Forst.; Eskimo curlew. Abundant in July and 


August at Fort Churchill, as were also the Hudsonian 
Curlew, Golden Plover, and other species of which no 
specimens were brought home. 


. Aegialitis semipalmata, Wilson. Semipalmated Sandpiper. York 


Factory. 


. Larus argentatus, Brunn; Herring gull. Fort Churchill. 
. Sterna hirundo (?), Auct.; Black-headed tern. Very common in 


the larger lakes and on the shores of Hudson’s Bay. 


. Hrismatura rubida, Wils. Ruddy Duck. York Factory. 
. Anas boschas, Linn.; Grey or Stock duck, or Mallard. This is the 


commonest duck in the district. Breeds in considerable 
numbers along the Nelson and Little Churchill Rivers. 


. Dajila acuta, Linn.; Pintail duck. Breeds near Norway House. 
. Bucephala clangula, Linn. ; Common Golden-eye or “Tree Duck.” 


Also breeds near Norway House. 


. Spatula clypeata, Linn.; Spoon-bill duck. On Lake Winnipeg the 


young were nearly full-grown in the beginning of July. 


. Querquedula Carolinensis, Gm.; Green-winged teal. Very common 


near Norway House; scarce northward. 


. Mergus cucullatus, Linn. ; Hooded merganser. Young going south 


in flocks on the Nelson River in September. 


“ — merganser, Linn. ; Red-headed merganser. Common through- 
out the district. 


. Pelionetta perspicillata, Linn. Surf Duck. York Factory. 
. Anser Canadensis, Linn.; Canada goose. Breeds in considerable 


numbers along the Churchill River. Most of the young 
could fiy in the beginning of August. 

‘““ hyperboreus, Pal., var. albatus; Lesser snow-goose. One 
specimen which had been shot at Fort Churchill was pre- 
sented by Mr. J. R. Spencer. Is very rare on the west 
side of Hudson’s Bay. ‘ 

Anser hyperboreus, Pal.; Common White wavy. Abundant at 
Churchill and York during the spring and autumn 
migrations. 

6 
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52. Cygnus Americanus, Sharpless; Whistling swan. A few are shot 
every spring at Fort Churchill, from which place a speci- 
men was presented by Mr. J. R. Spencer. 


53. Pelecanus fuscus, Linn.; Brown pelican. Breeds in the smaller 
lakes near Lake Winnipeg and north-westward. Several 
specimens were shot in Lake Winnipeg in October. 


54. Oolymbus septentrionalis, Linn. ; Red-throated diver. York Factory. 
Mr. Ross has shot a specimen flying past at Norway 
House. 


55. = torquatus, Brunn; Great Northern diver. Breeds in many 
lakes throughout the district. Mr. Fortescue informed me 
that in the spring of 1878, just after the ice broke up at 
York Factory, great numbers of these birds congregated 
in the mouth of Hayes’ River, a circumstance which had 
never been observed in any previous season. 


The Passenger Pigeon was seen in small flocks in the upper part of 
the Nelson River in the beginning of September, 1878. It very rarely 
passes York Factory, and has never been known at Fort Churchill. 
The common American Snipe was met with near the Nelson River 
above Split Lake. I saw one specimen of the Woodcock at York 
Factory in the end of August last. This bird is not uncommon in 
Manitoba, although the fact is‘not generally known. The Pine 
Grosbeak was frequently seen on the Churchill River in the end of 
July, showing that it probably breeds in this region. 


APPENDIX VII. 


VARIATION OF THE COMPASS. 


The following list shows the variation of the compass in twenty-one 
- localities in the territory explored during the season. The observations 
were taken with as much care as was possible while making such a 
rapid survey of an extensive region, where one had to attend, unaided, 
to such a variety of different matters. The local attraction, which exists 
in many places, especially among the Laurentian and Huronian rocks, 
sometimes renders it difficult to ascertain the true variation for any 
locality. Sir Henry Lefroy (who visited this region in 1843-44), in a 
letter which I have received from him on this subject, says :—‘ I used 
a new 77-inch compass,-and used it carefully, but the results differ 
much more than I can account for. This is particularly the case 
where a change of geological formation occurs—say, for example, 
about the narrows of Lake Winnipeg—and I should be greatly in- 
terested in a good comparison by means of A.M. and P.M. sights on 
the ‘ Dog’s Head’ and the ‘ Bull’s Head,’ and on the opposite side to 
both. * * About Oxford Lake I have: 12° 58’, 10° 11’, 14° 21’, in 
near proximity.” Among other causes influencing the variation in 
_ this region, besides that of change in geological formation on a large 
scale, above alluded to, I have noticed beds of magnetic iron, deposits 
of iron sand, dykes of diorite, great magnetic boulders, sudden change 
_in the general level in passing from one region to another, proximity 
of a cliff or bank or even of a thick grove or (when very close) a 
single large tree. 


. i Variation E. 
1. Little Churchill River, 24 miles south of its junction with the 


Great Churchill. (The north side of the “forks” being in 


lat. 57° 30/ 57.34// and about long. 95° 30/).....--+-+++ 11° 30/ 
2. Little Churchill River, 5 miles north of last.........-+++.-- 10° 30/ 
3. At the north side of the junction of the Little with the Great 

Churchill River, in the above latitude............--. foo ASU 
4, Great Churchill River, 22 miles north of the above junction... 15° 00/ 
5. Great Churchill River, 27 miles from its mouth............ 6° 30/ 


6. Fort Churchill, on the west side of the river, 4 or 5 miles from 
its mouth. (Lat, 58° 44/ 43.04/!)... 2. ceteneee reer eeee 11° 00/ 
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7. York Factory, 8. W. side of the fort. (In 1878 I found only 
about 5° 30/ at the N. E. side, but there appears to be some 


local attraction Chere) ieee chew cots susie Nea seprraeieite ee UO 
8. Hill River, about 20 miles above its junction with Fox River 

(1878) « <.s.0%0 Weel, Sees eee soatehe Ra eee 9° 45/ 
9. Nelson River, 63 miles from Point of Marsh, or the N. E. 

extremity of Béacon Pointz- 2. se» sales => ona F 8° 45/ 


10. Nelson River, First (or lowest) Limestone Rapid, (lat. 
56° 36/6.//), about 77 miles ina straight line from Point 


Of -Marsbig-re-t ae are ca lersauelso's ii ee oir R eee eraser Satoce MM S07 
11. Nelson River, Broad Rapid, 23 miles S. W. of last.......... 11° 30/ 
12. Nelson River, outlet of Split Lake. (Lat. 56° 16/ 27//)...... 18° 00! 


13. Grass River, outlet of Witchai (“Stinking”) Lake, about 12 
milesS. W. of the upper end of Split Lake, or about lat. 56°.. 16° 30/ 


14. Nelson River, north side of outlet of Sipi-wesk Lake, at south 
end of Cross Portage. (Lat.-65° 13! 29.381). -2 2... 2d. 16° 30/ 


15. Nelson River, Chute at outlet of Duck Lake (Duck Portage)... 19° 15/ 
16. Nelson River, 12 miles below White Mud Falls. (Lat. 


54° 45! 48.04")..... nie tina's BA oon ee eee 14° 30/ 
17. Nelson River, Western Channel of East River, 5 miles south 

of -Pipestone Lake. 2%... ki asin selene omens ir Ore ene ee 16° 30/ 
18. Nelson River, Junction of Pine River with East River, 6 miles 

above Sea River Falls............ poo Sy octal oe a See 16° 00/ 
19. "Norway. Houser: .er.c ces aeirectes eee a wie Cale 6 eis. oe Be wee 14° 00/ 


20. Point at east end of Mossy Point (at outlet of Lake Winnipeg), 
about one mile north of Warren’s Landing........... Boe) olen by! 


21. Lake Winnipeg, north side of Poplar Point, near extremity.. 15° 15/ 


I am indebted to Sir J. H. Lefroy, of London, for the following 


“memorandum of observations of variation on Lake Winnipeg in 
1843-44.” 


Variation Bi. 


1,. Fort °Alexander J oauccc coe s spe ee eee eee 13° 56/ 
2. Grassy Narrows.............. are eipiinia sietsye’e) oe ieie Jo wpe lgie ee el ertee 14° 14! 
3. Opposite Bull’s Head........ eels ez nie ne lelisige'e & sielat siete Pate and GORGE 
A. Opposite Dog's Head. . seus. tame cee Cree eee 15° 24! 
5. By Beren’s Rivar.:. .2<..5. 0 Gee eet een eee eee =». LO-aOon 
6. Point near Wesleyan Mission. ../2:.¢.00..........._, Sccnm, 142 Gy 
7. By Mossy Points......... vals Site Opto SY Sg Gas $s ste Giver CLO mmo 
8. A little beyond (lat..62° 20/05. 19). dame ees ose oo eee 15° 27! 
9= Norway House. 22... 0. seas Ar gr GSS Ah, hs Ais 2 bear 
10. Second Rocky Point........... 2 \.s 5a Mews ore pis ets fete el Meree ener ROSE 


The following were taken in 1877 in connection with the Dominion 
Lands Detarigiade? — 


Mouth of Poplar River, east side Lake Winnipers cn. bees 15° 20/ E. 
Black River, north of Winnipep Rivers sseere ene sooo ann ee ee 00/ B. 
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To Aurrep R. C. Setwyn, F.R.S., F.G.S., 
Director of the Geological Survey of Canada. 


Sir,—The geological maps accompanying this report include an 
area of about 6,000 square miles, surveyed by us in southern New 
Brunswick up to 1878, assisted in 1877 and 1878 by Mr. Wallace 
Broad, B.A., and in 1877 by Mr. Frank Adams, B. Ap. Se. Detailed 
reports on various portions of the area have already been published 
from time to time in the annual Reports of Progress, and the present 
report may be regarded as a resumé of these, with a general statement 
of the results of the work to date, especially in relation to the geologi- 
cal structure of the region. The difficulties presented over a large part 
of the area, from the wooded and unsettled character of the country, 
* have rendered the working out of the detailed structure in many places 
_ almost an impossibility, and the authors wish it to be understood, that, 

while they believe the maps as now presented are in the main correct 

as to general features, some portions may be found, upon future and 

more detailed examination, to require amendment. Especially does 

this apply to the Silurian belt in western and northern Charlotte and 
its extension east into Queens and Kings, where lack of roads and 
good exposures, together with an entire absence of fossils, have ren- 
dered the assigning of this group to any definite horizon a very difficult 
_ matter; and for the present, although within the area there are rocks 
- which possess, lithologically, many characters in common with the 

recognized pre-Cambrian as well as others of Silurian aspect, it has been 

thought best to assign them provisionally to the Cambro-Silurian as 

‘most in accordance with their apparent stratigraphical position. The 
~ outlines of the different formations have been carefully traced and their 
stratigraphical relations in most cases clearly made out. In addition 
to the geological, a large amount of necessary topographical work has 
been done. Surveys of roads have been made by odometer, chain and 
| pacing throughout the whole of the counties of Sunbury, Queens, 
Kings, St. John and Albert, with portions also of Charlotte and West- 
 moreland, as well as many streams and coast sections. In addition to 
_ the working out of the general geology, special examinations have 
been made of the Grand Lake coal field in 1872-73 ; of the Albert and 
"Beliveau mining areas (Albert shales) in 1876; of the copper mines 


~ 
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along the southern coast in 1877, and of the anthracite mine at Lepreau 
in 1878. In constructing the maps, the St. John River and the coast 
lines have been laid down from the Admiralty charts corrected from 
the United States Coast Survey; the parish and county lines, with a 
large portion of the streams and lakes, are from the most recent data 
in the Crown Lands Department at Fredericton; the railways are 
taken from accredited plans, while the roads have been surveyed prin- 
cipally by ourselves. 
We are, sir, 
\ Your obedient servants, 
L. W. BAILEY, 
G. F. MATTHEW, 
Rk. W. ELLS. 
MontreaL, Ist May, 1880, 
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; The geological formations described in this report may be stated thus: 
I. Pre-Cambrian. 

II. Cambrian. 
III. Cambro-Silurian. 
IV. Silurian. (Upper Silurian of previous reports.) 
VY. Devonian. 
VI. Lower Carboniferous, 

VII. Middle Carboniferous. 

VIII. Triassic. 


I. Pre-CAMBRIAN. 


The rocks comprised under this heading include the Laurentian of previous 
~ 1870-71 and the three former divisions of the Huronian, Coastal, Cold- exploration of 
brook and Kingston; but for the purpose of more fully illustrating the 
‘report of 1870-71, the portion then described as Laurentian is indicated 
_ by a different color on the map. The results of the subsequent exam- 
inations of the rocks of this group, principally in 1876-77-78, when the 
extent and stratigraphical relations of the various members were 
carefully studied and defined, have been stated in the report of 187-78. 
The different divisions were then found to be in ascending order. 
1. Basal or probable Laurentian rocks, comprising syenite, gneiss 


2D GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA. 


Subdivisions of aud felgite, the former often chloritic or talcose, and described in 
Pre-Cambrian. fo»mer reports as protogine. 


Division 2, 


2. An upper portion comprising also syenite and gneiss, with 
quartzite, felsite and limestone, mica and felsite schists and black 
graphitic slates. These two divisions form what has in earlier reports 
been regarded as constituting the Laurentian area of the southern 
portion of the province. , 

3. Red, grey and blackish petrosilex and felsite, with breccia con- 
glomerates, diorites, amygdaloidal ash rocks and felspathic conglome- 
rates, with grey felspathic sandstones, constituting tbe Coldbrook 
division of the Huronian of previous reports. 

4. Chloritic, felspathic and talcose schist, often a schistose conglo- 
merate, interstratified with beds of purple ash rock and amygdaloid, 
and purple conglomerate and clay slate, with pale grey and pyritous, 
rusty-weathering felsite and felspathic quartzite. 

These constitute the Coastal division of the Huronian of former 
reports. 

5. Reddish and grey felsite, often hard and flinty, felspathic and 
chloritic schist, with diorite, hornblende schist and granitoid and 
gneissic rocks, with heavy beds of slate conglomerate and felsite 
conglomerate and clay slate in the upper portion. 

These constitute the Kingston division of the Huronian of former 
reports. ; 

Of the relations of Division 2 of the above series (mica schist, lime- 
stone and fine gneiss) to the main body of coarse syenite and syenitic 
gneiss (Division 1), nothing further is known than is contained 
in the report of 1870-71, wherein they are described as the “ upper 
series of the Laurentian area.” The greatly broken and disturbed 
character of this supposed “upper” series, the obscure stratification 
of much of the underlying group, together with the frequent occur- 
rence of intrusive masses, combine to make the determination of its 
position difficult. There can, however, be no question that the bulk of 
the calcareous and silicious strata met with in this area are more recent 
than the coarse granitoid rocks with which they are associated, while 
both are at many points seen to pass beneath the Cambrian or Primor- 
dial Silurian. Their principal mass forms a long, irregularly lenticular 
belt extending from the vicinity of South Bay on the west side of the 
St. John River, across this stream and through the parish of Portland 
through and beyond Torryburn, while’ a second but narrower belt 
skirts the southern edge of the Laurentian area, appearing on either 
side of Musquash Harbor, crossing the peninsula of Pisarinco and 
reappearing near the suspension bridge of the St. John River. At 
Lily Lake, near St. John, the limestones of this latter belt pass beneath 
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a narrow band of schistose petrosilicious strata of the Coastal (Huron- 
ian) group (Division 4), which intervene between them and the basal 
beds of the Primordial. 

In the eastern portion of the metamorphic area other rocks, presum- 
ably representing the upper portion of Division 2, and embracing 
limestones and dolomites of Laurentian aspect, are met with in eastern 
Kings and Albert, forming two anticlinal ridges, which are separated 
by the rocks of Division 4. 

The rocks of Division 3 are most extensively exposed along the Division 3. 

county line of St. John and Kings. Their eastern limit is in the 
northern part of Mechanic settlement in Kings county, where the 
petrosilicious and slaty portions are found apparently resting upon 
strata which bear some resemblance to those of Division 2, from 
which, however, they are in places separated by intrusions of diorite 
and possibly by faults. West of Donegal settlement the rocks of this 
group increase rapidly in breadth, and on the Shepody road, where 
they are well exposed between Hammond River and Londonderry post 
office, they have a superficial breadth of about seven miles. Over 
portions of this area, however, as in Long and Filamaro settlements, 
they are in part covered and concealed by the schistose and amygda- 
loidal beds of Division 4, which also flank them upon their northern 
and southern sides. At Handford Brook and thence westward to St. 
John, the Huronian rocks are separated into two belts by the Primor- 
dial Silurian (Cambrian), and they are also covered over, on the east 
side of St. John Harbour, by the Mispeck Devonian. With the possible 
exception of Mechanic settlement, no instances of direct superposition 
of the rocks of Division 3 on those of Divisions 2 and 1 have been 
observed. As, however, the rocks of that division, being largely made 
up of volcanic or semi-volcanic material, are extremely variable in 
thickness and character, but little stress can be placed upon their 
absence, while the distinct superposition of Division 4 upon Division 
3, as well as upon Division 2, leaves no reasonable doubt as to their 
true succession. 

The relations of Division 4, the so-called former Coastal group, to the Division 4. 
petrosilicious rocks of Division 3 are well seen along either of the roads 
running southerly or south-easterly across the county of St. John, but 
especially along the line of the St. Martins and Upham railway, between 
Upham and Quaco, or on the Lower Quaco road either side of Blooms- 
bury Mountain. In passing from the one to the other at these several 
points, there is often, though not always, a somewhat abrupt change of 
dip, the higher beds, or those of Division 4, dipping at a much lower 
angle than the beds upon which they rest, while along the same line of 
contact it is not uncommon to find masses of coarse breccia conglomer- 


Division 5. 
Kingston group 


Fossils. 
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ate in which the fragments are largely of petrosilex derived from the 
inferior group. It is, however, questionable whether the unconforma- 
bility thus indicated is sufficient to prove the fact of any considerable 
lapse of time as having occurred between the two, they being very 
generally found together, and exhibiting many features of close 
resemblance, more especially as regards the abundance in both of 
voleanic products. The extreme fineness of many of the rocks of 
Division 3, together with the prevalence of breccias and the frequent 
absence of recognizable stratification, in contrast with the schistose 
character of Division 4 and the abundance in the latter of coarse 
conglomerates, may be explained upon the supposition that they result 
from differences in the conditions of deposition. 

In addition to the main belts of Coastal rocks (Division 4) above . 
described, areas of more limited extent are at various points met with 
overlying or occupying low synclines of the Coldbrook group (Division 
3), a8 in the valley of Black River, near Garnett settlement, in Golden 
Grove and elsewhere. 

Division 5 derives its name from its great development in the King- 
ston peninsula, which is almost entirely composed of the rocks of this 
group, and whence it may be traced westward to the shores of Beaver 
Harbour. The age and equivalency of these Kingston rocks, as well 
as the somewhat similar belt of slate and diorite occupying the 
Mascarene peninsula and thence extending through the chain of the 
western isles, have been subjects of much discussion; the uncertainty 
as to their true position arising in part from the difficulty of obtaining 
satisfactory stratigraphical data bearing upon the subject, and in part 
from the close resemblance which many of them bear on the one 
hand to the rocks of the Huronian system, and on the other to those of 
the Silurian. The difficulty was further increased by the occurrence 
at a variety of points, as well in Washington county, Me., as in this 
province, of fossils of Silurian aspect in rocks apparently forming 
a portion of the Kingston series, and under circumstances which 
seemed to point to this as their proper horizon. Thus, along the south 
side of the Long Reach, fossil corals and other forms were found by 
Mr. Matthew in 1878 to occur in a band of felspathic ash rocks, singu- 
larly like some of those in the Huronian of St. John county, and which 
had an apparent dip which would seem to constitute them the lowest 
member of the rocks of the Kingston peninsula. Subsequent investi- 
gations, however, served to show that these Silurian beds abut uncon- 
formably against the crystalline rocks of the peninsula, and are of 
much more recent age. In consequence of this discovery the typical 
and crystalline rocks of the Kingston series, compared in earlier 
reports with the Upper Silurian, were in 1878 referred back to their 
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original position, and are here represented as pre-Cambriah (Huronian). 
A similar plan has been adopted in the case of the rocks of the Letite 
peninsula with their extension through Deer and Campo Bello Islands ; 

but as to these the authors feel less confident, they presenting impor- 
tant points of difference in comparison both with the typical Huronian 
and the Kingston group, while in some of their features they recall the 
rocks of northern Charlotte and Queens counties, to be presently 
noticed under the designation of Cambro-Silurian. 

Compared with the typical Huronian of St. John county, the true 
Kingston rocks appear to include both Divisions 3 and 4. (Rep. 1877-78.) Kingston group 
Between these and the rocks of Letite peninsula, reterred to above, a 
there is in Charlotte county an axis of older rocks, which, from the 
oceurrence of limestones in Frye’s Island, and other lithological features, 
may represent a second parallel belt of rocks equivalent to the so-called 
Laurentian of St. John. It may be traced from the head of the Long 
Reach, near the mouth of J ones’ Creek, south-west to the L’Etang 
Harbour. The extension of the Kingston group (Division 5) west of the 
St. John River presents precisely the same character as is seen On the 
east, being composed principally of felsite, felsite schist and diorite. 
These rest upon the northern side of the syenite and gneiss axis of the 

» Laurentian (report of 1870-71), witha dip of N.W. < 70°, and show an 
exposed breadth along the river ofabout three miles. The rocks are well 
exposed on two roads running west from the river road to the Finlay 
settlement, about two and a half miles from the river. On the more 
northerly of these two roads a reverse dip < S. 55° E. < 70° is seen, 
showing that the synclinal structure of the centre of the Kingston 
peninsula is maintained westward ; a little further west the dip again 
changes to the north-west, indicating the extension of the anticlinal 
which runs along the south shore of the Long Reach. Between 
Finlay settlement and Lepreau River the rocks of this group have not 
been traced, but on that river they again appear directly on the strike 
and present precisely similar characters. West of the Lepreau, good 
sections are presented along the St. Andrews post-road, as well as on 
the road leading down to the mouth of New River, the general dip on 
both these roads being S. 30° E. < 40°-70°. They extend in a continu- 
ous section to Barnaby’s Head on the west side of Lepreau Harbour, near 
the extremity of which is areverse dip to N. 60° W. < 50°, which may 
possibly indicate the southern line of contact with the syenitic gneiss 
described in former reports as extending west from St. John to Lepreau. 

The eastern extension of the muin ridge of Kingston rocks termi- Eastern | 

nates at the road leading from Norton station to Belleisle corner, when Kington Rocks. 
it becomes covered over by Lower Carboniferous sediments, which 
occupy the greater part of the Kennebecasis valley to the eastward ; 
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but at two points at least the older rocks reappear and form the ridges 
known as Jordan’s and White’s mountains in eastern Kings county, 
and again at Indian Mountain, in Westmoreland, where the characteristic 
red felsites of the group appear. 

Another belt of pre-Cambrian rocks is found extending along the 
county line between Kings and Queens. These are of the usual type 
of felsite, petrosilex, schist and felspathic ash rock with conglomer- 
ate. West of the St. John River they are seen in the prominences 
known as Blue Mountain and Broke-Neck, as well as several other hills _ 
in the vicinity of Jones’ Creek. These hills are principally composed 
of highly crystalline felsite, the depressions being filled with fossilifer- 
ous Silurian rocks resting unconformably upon them. On the eastern 
side of the river, Huronian rocks, which are probably the continuation 
of those on the north side of the Long Reach, extend up the south 
shore of Belleisle Bay and as far east as Snyder Mountain, beyond which 
they become obscured under the great mantle of Carboniferous rocks. 
In the vicinity of the East Scotch settlement, and on the road to the 
English settlement, these pre-Cambrian rocks have a breadth of three 
to four miles, and comprise felspathic, micaceous and talcose schist, 
petrosilex and other felspathic rocks, with felsite ash conglomerate. 
Small areas occur on Carmichael’s, Ryan’s, and Lunn’s brooks, where 
the felsite and schist are well exposed, but the areas are limited 
by the Lower Carboniferous and Millstone Grit sediments. In 
Queens county, in the parish of Wickham, felspathic and petrosiliceous 
rocks with black slate oceur, which form ridges, surrounded by the 
Cambro-Silurian beds of this vicinity. 

The general strike of all these ridges of pre-Cambrian rocks is very 
nearly N. 65° KE, Their physical characters and detailed structure 


have been given in former reports. (See reports of 1870-71, 1875-6, 
1876 77, 1877-78.) 


Il. Camprtay, or Prrmorprat SILuRIAN. 


The rocks of this age are developed principally to the east of the St. 
John River. They oceupy basins or trough-like depressions among the 
older hills of pre-Cambrian rocks. The early history of these rocks 
has been given in the General Report, 1870-71, under the heading of 
“St. John, or Acadian Group.” Since then their distribution has been 
more carefully studied, principally by Prof. Bailey in 187%. They 
were found to occur in six parallel bands, occupying basins, sometimes 
of considerable but at others of very limited area, The most northerly 
belt is seen on the St. John & Maine railroad, just south of Nerepis 
station. Here the rocks consist principally of the purple sandstone 
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and conglomerate which constitute the basal beds of this formation. 
The second area, which is also one of the largest in the southern part Distribution of 
of the province, is well developed along the north shore of the Long aie at 
Reach. It is seen about the mouth of the Nerepis and along the line 
of railroad at that point, and can be traced eastward along the shore 
_as far ag Caton’s Island, when it is covered by the waters of the River 
St. John, but reappears again on the south side at the end of Gorham’s 
Bluff. A further extension of these beds may possibly occur about 
Tenant’s Cove, on the east side of the river. This suggestion was 
mentioned in the report of 1870-71, when the lithological resemblance 
of the rocks surrounding the cove to those of the St. John group was 
noted, but as no fossils have yet been found in this band it has been 
deemed best to include it in the Cambro-Silurian. Characteristic 
fossils of this group are found at several points along the Reach, 
notably at Caton’s Island and near Westfield church, in a small brook. 
Some of these have been determined by the late Mr. Billings, and 
descriptions have been published in former reports. Going south and 
crossing the Kingston peninsula, we find the third and fourth bands 
on the north and south shores of Kennebecasis Bay. The more north- 
erly of these occurs in small wedge-shaped basins on the eastern end of 
Kennebecasis Island, Milkish Head and Long Island, overlaid by 
Lower Carboniferous sediments and resting upon syenites of supposed 
Laurentian age. At the south side of the bay these rocks are found at 
Sand Point and on the shore west .of Torryburn station. They here 
dip towards the crystalline limestones, and their contact is probably 
marked by a fault. Crossing the ridge of syenitic gneiss of the Lau- 
rentian, we come to the fifth and most important area. This belt 
extends from the town of Carleton, west of the St. John River, 
eastward to and beyond Handford Brook, a distance of over thirty 
miles, and with a surface breadth, in places, of from three to four 
miles in its widest portion. It is seen to rest upon the old ridges of 
the Coldbrook division of the Huronian. Fine sections are afforded at 
several points, especially at Handford Brook, in the-eastern area, 
which have been given by Prof. Bailey. (See report for 187 7-78, pp. 
18 and 31.) Characteristic fossils of this group may be collected at 
several places, notably at Handford Brook, Porter’s Stream, Ratcliffe’s 
Millstream, and in and around St. J ohn city. 

The sixth and most southerly band of this group is found south of 
Loch Lomond, between the Black River and Quaco roads. It consists 
of the usual fossiliferous black slates, and has a breadth of about 150 
feet only. Its extension eastward through the Willow Grove settlement 
is seen overlying the Coastal rocks of Division 4. 

Besides these well recognized belts of Primordial or Cambrian rocks, Rocks of 
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others whose age is not so certainly known are found; one of these, al- 
ready mentioned as occurring about Tenant’s Cove, has been described. 
Stratigraphically, it is apparently superimposed upon the pre-Cambrian 
belt, which extends along the north side of Belleisle Bay, and it is again 
seen in the eastern part of the Scotch settlement, occupying a basin in 
the old pre-Cambrian rocks of that vicinity. The slates and shales are 
dark, and often ochreous, but no fossils have yet been discovered. 
Further north in Wickham, about one mile south of Golding’s Landing, 
black slates, which have been supposed to belong to this age, are seen. 
They apparently, in so far as examined, contain no fossils, but occur 
on the southern side of the pre-Cambrian ridge which extends eastward 
along the county line. 

Black slates, which apparently underlie the Upper Silurian of Oak 
Bay, in Charlotte county, are also found near the head of the bay, on 
the road from St. Stephen to St. Andrews, but, as in the rest of these 
undetermined cases, they have all been included in the general colour 
which represents the-Cambro-Silurian. 


IIT. Campro-Sinurian. 


The rocks included under this head comprise the dark argillite 
group which is largely developed in western and northern Charlotte 
county, as well as in southern Queens, west of the River St. John ; also 
a large body of what was in 1870-71 described under the head of Lau- 
rentian, and which was then considered an upper series or the equiva- 
lent of the Montalban group of Dr. Hunt, and which occupies the 
south-western area of Charlotte, in the parishes of St. Stephen and St. 
David. The greater part of the latter group is highly metamorphic, 
and consists of gneiss, quartzite, mica schist, hornblende, and actinolite 
schist, with some argillite. It presents, in many respects, a strong 
resemblance to the pre-Cambrian of other portions of the province. 
This group is overlaid, near Oak Bay, by black slates, which have 
been compared to the St. John group, and which, in turn, underlie 
the fossiliferous Silurian about the head of the bay. The slaty or 
dark argillite portion occupies principally the northern part of the 
area and eastward, crossing into Queens county, where it may be 
traced to the St. John River, at Hampstead, and across through the 
parish of Wickham. Fossils have not been found in this group, and 
great uncertainty exists as to its exact horizon, some portions resem- 
bling closely the Silurian, and even seeming to shade off into the 
overlying supposed Devonian on its northern flank. As a group, 


however, it may be said to be intermediate between the pre-Cambrian 
and the fossiliferous Silurian. 
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East of the St. John River,in Kings county, we have included in 


-. this group a variety of beds whose relations are not yet clearly made 
out. Among these, in addition to the beds described on page 6 D 


under the head of Cambrian, are rocks, between Tenant’s and Jones’ 
Coves, a portion of which present marked Huronian characters, but 
which are so intimately associated with other slaty rocks that their 
separation is almost impossible. These rocks are described in the 
report of 1870-71, page 70. Associated beds of bright silvery slate, 
black carbonaceous slate, chloritie and petrosilicious rocks are also 
seen, but the country, in places, is so wooded, and the exposures so 
few from this cause and from the covering of drift, that their rela- 
tions are doubtful. For the present, therefore, it has been deemed 
advisable to include all these various rocks whose stratigraphical rela- 
tions are uncertain in our general, group of Cambro-Silurian. In our 
examinations of this region fossils, of undeterminable forms, were dis- 


- eovered, only at one point, on the back road near where it is crossed by 


the Pascobac, about three miles north-west of Callina corner. The 
beds here appear to occupy a narrow trough between ridges of pre- 
Cambrian rocks. 


IV. Srurran. (Upper Silurian of former reports.) 


‘The rocks belonging to this formation have not, with one exception, 
been recognised with certainty east of the St. John River. Certain 
areas in Wickham were formerly provisionally assigned to this hori- 
zon, but as no fossils have ever been found among them, and their 
lithological characters differ markedly from those of the fossiliferous 
beds, which are so largely developed west of this river, they have 
now been assigned to the Cambro-Silurian formation. It is possible 
that limited areas or patches may exist among the older rocks in that 
locality, but owing to the extensive covering of Lower Carboniferous 
beds that are superimposed upon the Cambro-Silurian and pre-Cambrian, 
any rocks of this age that may have been deposited have been concealed. 
West of the St. John River, however, several Silurian areas occur in 
Queens, Kings and Charlotte counties. Of these, the most prominent 
is that extending west from the Mistake, on the St. John River, along 
the northern flank of the pre-Cambrian ridge north of the Long Reach, 
until it is terminated by the granites. These Silurian beds sweep 
around the eastern end of the granitic axis, and are seen occupying 
shallow basins in the vicinity of J ones’ Creek, in Queens county, where 
they surround the bosses of Huronian felsite known as Blue Mountain 
and Broke-Neck, as well as others further west. Their northern limit 
can be fixed with considerable accuracy. * On the St. John River, at the 
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Mistake, the beds are seen to change their course and to extend down 
the Reach, where a narrow fringe is seen, holding fossils of this age, 
along the eastern shore from the mouth of Bostwick’s Brook to 
Carter’s Point. They are here seen abutting against the older rocks 
of the Kingston peninsula, and their unconformability is well marked. 
They probably rest upon the Cambrian beds which are developed along 
the western shore of the Reach, and which, doubtless, form a synclinal 
occupying the eastern side of the river, the anticlinal being well 
marked on Caton’s Island, on which the Silurian beds rest unconform- 
ably. The discovery of the Silurian age of these beds is due to Mr. 
Matthew, who first found fossils in them at Whelpley’s Point, in 
Elmsdale. The character of the rocks, however, differ from the usual 
slaty aspect of the Silurian, in being more of the nature of ash beds, 
resembling in many respects some of the rocks of pre-Cambrian age in 
the coast range. 

The characters of the Silurian rocks west of the St. John have been 
already described in the report of 1870-71. They contain abundance of 
fossils throughout their whole extent from the mouth of Jones’ Creek, 
along the back road and the line of the St. John & Maine (formerly 
Western Extension) railway. These beds are seen to change their 
character as they approach the granite, and to become more siliceous 
and flinty, but the fossils can be easily distinguished even in their 
altered portions. North of the granite the extension of these beds 
has been determined in so far as the wooded character of the country 
would permit. The stratigraphical relations of the fossiliferous Silu- 
rian to the Siluro-Cambrian, including the dark argillites, indicate that 
the former belongs to a higher horizon, and it probably lies in basins 
unconformably upon the latter. 

In Charlotte county the principal areas of Silurian are about the 
head of Oak Bay, around the eastern and northern shores of Passama- 
quoddy Bay, and about the islands and peninsula of L’Etang Harbour. 
The Mascarene series, described in the report of 1870-71 as of uncertain 
age, has been, assigned to this formation on the evidence of fossils 
found at Pembroke, in the State of Maine. (See report of 1874-75.) 
Tn former reports (1875-77) a portion of the Kingston group was 
assigned to this horizon, but subsequent examinations have referred it 
back to the Huronian, both on lithological and stratigraphical evi- 
dence. In so far as our examinations have extended in this province, 
the metamorphic rocks are generally found to belong to horizons older 
than Silurian, and when metamorphism has occurred among beds of 
Silurian age its cause is generally local and the areas limited. More- 
over, the Silurian beds, wherever met with in the southern and northern 
portions of the Province, are plainly distinguished by abundance of 
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fossils and a generally unaitered character, and in nearly every case 
they rest unconformably upon more or less metamorphic rocks. 


VY. DEVONIAN. 


The areas of Devonian occurring in southern New Brunswick may 
be stated as foliows :— 

1. A large basin, or double synclinal, east of St. John Harbour, occu- Areas of 
pying the valley of the Mispec, with a southern area extending north- Dis waetits 
easterly across the Black River, near the forks of the East Branch. 

2. Isolated outcrops on Coal Creek and on Canaan River and North 
Fork, presumably of this age, but lacking evidence of fossils. 

3 Small areas about St. John and Carleton, with possibly Partridge 
Island. 

4. A small area about the eastern extremity of Spruce Lake, on the 
St. Andrews railroad. 

5. A belt stretching west from Musquash Harbour to Lepreau 
Harbour, in which is contained the so-called anthracite mine of Belas 
Basin, with a smaller detached area along the shore from By Chance 
Harbour to Dipper Harbour. 

5. A large area in the northern part of Charlotte county, embracing Typical area. 
the former pale argillite series and extending into Queens county. 

Of these the first, or area east of St. John Harbour, may be styled 
the typical Devonian of the province. Its division and characters are 
stated in full in the report of 1870-71, the estimated thickness of the 
four divisions being given at 7,500 feet. This formation has a particu- 

_ larly rich fauna and flora, whose details have been very carefully 

worked up, principally by the late Professor C. F. Hartt. The fossils 
especially abound in the Dadoxylon sandstone and Cordaite slate, the 
former containing, in addition to the plant remains, several crustaceans 
and wings of insects. Many of the plant stems are graphitized, and at 
Belas Basin, in Lepreau Harbour, a bed of graphitic anthracite has 


been opened. 

West of the St. John Harbour, the principal surveys made on this Coast west of 
formation, since the report of 1870-71, include the area extending from ‘ahour. 
Musquash Harbour to Lepreau. On the coast west of Musquash, the 
rocks of this age are first observed about midway between Little Mus- 
quash and By Chance Harbour, where purple and grey sandstones and 
slates are seen skirting the eastern side of the harbour, dipping 
S 80° BE. < 15°-20°, and resting unconformably upon the crystalline 
limestones, syenite and felsite of the pre-Cambrian. From this point 
they occupy the shore as far as the west side of Little Dipper Harbour, 
being well developed about Chance Harbour, On the west side of 


Continuation 


toward Lepreau 


Lepreau. 
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Little Dipper Harbour they are seen to dip off from the northern 
flank of hard crystalline greenish and purple porphyritic felsites of 
pre-Cambrian age, which occupy the extremity of the western side of 
the harbour, and which extend thence along the shore to the northern 
side of Dipper Harbour, where the Devonian rocks again touch the 
shore. These Devonian rocks are seen to occupy a shallow synclinal, 
their northern edge resting upon the pre-Cambrian (Laurentian) ridge 
that extends from St. John to Lepreau, and dipping southward at a 
low angle. The surface breadth of this belt is about one mile. This 
southern or coast area terminates just at the telegraph road to Point 
Lepreau. 

The northern or larger area has a maximum breadth of two and a 
half miles. It rests unconformably upon the Laurentian gneisses both 
on the north and south. At least two anticlinals, with several faults, 
are observable. Both the Dadoxylon sandstone and Cordaite slates are 
represented in this belt, the rocks being principally dark purple and 
grey sandstone and conglomerate, with bands of dark blackish grey 
slate and thin bands of purple, red and bluish grey limestone. The 
grey beds, which are often of a glassy quartzose character, form the 
base of the series in this direction, and represent the Dadoxylon 
sandstone of the Mispec section. 

On the Telegraph road, from the St. Andrews road to Dipper Har- 
bour, they are seen to form a sharp synclinal with a dip of S. 10° BE. < 
70° along the northern margin about Musquash, which is reversed to 
N. 20° W. < 70° on the road to Dipper Harbour. These are overlaid 
by the purple sandstones and conglomerates, with shales of the Cordaite 
division, the contact being probably marked by a fault. These purple 
beds also form a synclinal, with their southern margin resting upon 
the syenitic and porphyritic felsites of the ridge north of Chance Har- 
bour, over which they fold and again reappear on the slope of the hill 
overlooking the harbour, the crest of the ridge having been removed by 
denudation. This belt may be traced westward without interruption 
to the waters of Lepreau Harbour, where it has an exposed breadth of 


‘about one mile, extending from the south side of Belas Basin to the 


north side of Boyle’s Beach, on the north side of Ragged Head. At 
this place, as well as on the Little Lepreau, the broken character and 
faulted structure of these beds is well shewn. At the point where the 
road from Lepreau village 10 Hanson’s coal mine crosses the Little 
Lepreau River, the grey beds (quartzites) which form the base of the 
formation in this area are seen to dip 8. 15° BE. < 90°, resting against 
the Laurentian syenitic gneiss. Going south, the dip changes to 
S. 10° E. < 75°, and at Little Lepreau Basin the contact of the grey 
and purple beds is observed with the same dip—S, 10° EB. < 75° 


” 
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Crossing the narrow peninsula between Little Lepreau and Belas Rooks in 
Basin, in which the coal mine is situated, we find the grey beds again eect 
_ in contact with the purple, but this time apparently overlying them. 
This would indicate a slight overturn of the beds at this point, the dip 
_ being nearly vertical, or S. 10° E. < 80°, by which the lower grey 
beds are brought into an apparently higher position. Crossing the 
bridge over the Belas Basin, the purple beds are again seen, in their 
regular position above the grey beds of the Dadoxylon division, and 
apparently dip towards the syenites and limestones of the pre- 
Cambrian axis of Mace’s Bay. At the south side of Boyle’s Beach the 
* grey beds of the Devonian are seen to be unconformably overlaid by 
the red conglomerates and sandstones of the Perry group at the base 
of the Lower Carboniferous, the dip of the former being to 8. 10° W. 
< 40°, and of the overlying beds N. 70° W. < 30°. Just at the 
_ water line, at the contact of the grey and purple beds on the north 
side of Belas Basin, the irregular deposit of carbonaceous shale 
and graphitic anthracite is found, upon which work has been carried 
on for the last four years. During this time several shafts have been 
_ sunk, the deepest of which in 1878 had reached 140 feet. The thick- 
« ness of the seam is stated by the miners to be in places twenty feet, 
“but by far the greater portion of this is carbonaceous shale of no value 
whatever. The western extension of this seam can be seen in a small character of 
_ cove just beyond the entrance to the basin and just south of McPher- °°#! seam. 
son’s house, where a fault is observed between the grey and purple 
beds, and a seam of black carbonaceous shale six inches thick is exposed. 
Another exposure occurs on the south side of the basin, and about one- 
fourth of a mile inside the head of the sea-wall, where a thin seam of 
‘plack carbonaceous clay or shale of no value is seen at the contact of . 
the porphyritic felsites and the red conglomerates of Point Lepreau. 
4 At the mine, two of the shafts were sunk on the main seam; one Of Lepreau mine. 
“these followed the inclination of the beds. In the first 110 feet the 
inclination was to the north at an angle of eighty degrees, when it 
bent round to the southward and continued at the same angle. This 
- would tend to confirm the supposed overturn which was noticed in 
~ these beds at the surface. The harder portions of this seam, or the 
~ coal proper, burn readily with a good draught until the carbonaceous 
zp ‘matter is consumed, leaving a large quantity of reddish ash. Ana- 
 lyses of samples from its outcrop, by Dr. Harrington, gave 36.88 
per cent. of ash, and the quality in going down does not appear to 
improve. From its position in the Devonian, in connection with its 
- graphitic character and irregular occurrence, it is exceedingly doubtful 
Gf coal of sufficient purity for marketable purposes will be obtained. 
This locality was first noted by Dr. Gesner in his reports to ee New 
$ 
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Brunswick government, and attention was drawn by him to the 
occurrence of the coal in what he then considered to be rocks of the 
age of the New Red Sandstone. From the reefs at Ragged Head 
beautifully preserved specimens of Devonian plants are obtained, 
many of which are graphitized. Some of these have been described. 
(See report of 1870-71.) : . 

A similar case of the occurrence of anthracite in rocks of presumed 
Devonian age may be mentioned as existing in the states of Massachu- 
setts and Rhode Island, and is described in the report of Dr. Edward 
Hitchcock on the Geology of Massachusetts for 1841. In this he des- 
cribes the occurrence of coal of precisely similar character to that of 
Lepreau, glazed with plumbago, and occasionally converted into that’ 
mineral; very irregular in its distribution, and in rocks lithologically 
resembling those in which the Lepreau mine is situated. These rocks 
which probably correspond with the grey quartzites of the New Bruns- 
wick Devonian, he caracterizes as greywacke and greywacke slates, 
while the other members of the Devonian are represented by soft black, - 
brown and grey shales, slates and sandstones. Although reports on 
this coal at the time of its discovery were quite favourable, it does 
not seem to have been ever worked with any degree of success, and its 
large percentage of ash, as with the Lepreau anthracite, was probably 
fatal to its successful development. 

The largest area of rocks of this age is that occurring in the northern 
part of Charlotte county, and extending eastward into Queens county. 
These rocks have been described in the report of 1870-71, and are also 
briefly mentioned in the report of 1876-77. They comprise the former 
so-called pale argillite group. They are superimposed upon Cambro- 
Silurian rocks, and extend from the St. Croix River, near Sprague’s 
Falls, to the Charlotte county line, and thence into York. At the line 
of contact the dips are nearly vertical, but there is in places an appar- 
ent conformability between the dark argillite portion of the Cambro- 
Silurian and the series under discussion. It is probable, however, that 
faults occur at the line of contact, as the beds of fossiliférous Silurian so 
well developed about Oak Bay, on the south side of the Cambro-Silurian 
belt, are entirely wanting along the northern margin. The Devonian 
age of these rocks has been based by Mr. Matthew upon the occurrence 
of remains of Lepidodendron found in Cox’s Brook, a small branch of 
the Magaguadavic River, as well as from certain graphitic films sup- 
posed to be the impression of fern leaves, found in the eastern enlonnee | 
WORD AB Es si, county. They also possess many points of. 

) gically, to the typical Devonian of Mispec, and 
cmc Telaonn have et 6 gel ee a 
yet been determined, the unfavourable 
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pature of the country rendering their examination, except at distant 
intervals, very difficult, and they may be therefore stated as resting 
unconformably upon rocks presumably of Cambro-Silurian age, and 
underlying the Lower Carboniferous sediments which surround the 
central Carboniferous basin, 


VI. Lowrr CARBONIFEROUS. 


The general distribution of the Lower Carboniferous of Queens and General 
Sunbury counties has been stated in the report of 1872-73. The forma- Us" bution. 
' tion, as seen in these counties, differs largely in the character of its 
sediments from its recognised development in the southern and eastern . 
areas, in the presence of large areas of trappean and other volcanic 
rocks, soft felspathic ashes or claystone, as well as harder felspathic 
beds. These are found not only along the southern border of the cen- 
tral Carboniferous basin, but are seen obtruding through the grey sandy 
beds around the head of Grand Lake, forming hills and ridges often of 
considerable elevation, which furnish conspicuous landmarks in the 
otherwise generally level surface. In the counties of Queens and Sun- 
bury the rocks of this age form generally a margin of no great breadth 
around the southern edge of the coal basin, but in Kings they spread 
out and occupy the greater part of the valley of the Kennebecasis Bay 
and River, having an exposed breadth in some places of twenty miles. 
East of Penobsquis station, on the Intercolonial railway, they are 
covered by the grey beds of the Millstone Grit, but to the westward 
they extend beyond the St. John River. The basin-shaped character 
of this formation is well-marked; the rocks lying unconformably upon 
the pre-Cambrian, Cambrian and Devonian beds. Areas of less extent 
exist among the pre-Cambrian hills of Kings and Albert, and in the 
latter county they sweep around the eastern extremity of the pre- 
Cambrian ridge at the Albert Mine, and thence extend down the valley 
‘of Demoiselle Creek and westward along the shore to the mouth of 
Point Wolf River. Smaller patches are likewise found at the mouth of 
Goose Creek and Martin’s Head, in St. John county, and at the latter of 
these places there is a deposit of fibrous gypsum of considerable extent. 
In Charlotte county this formation is but sparingly developed. The 
deposits of Lepreau and St. Andrews, with outliers about the shores of 
“Passamaquoddy Bay, are the principal. These are interesting as con- 
taining in their lower portions fossils of Devonian type, while the 
beds themselves are unconformably superimposed upon the true Devo- 
‘nian, and otherwise possess the characters of the Lower Carboniferous 
rocks, the several members of which, as developed in southern New 


‘Brunswick, may be described in descending order as follows: 


Subdivision. 


Horizon of 
Albert shales, 
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1. Red and grey conglomerates, with thin reddish shales and beds of 
gypsum, and flaggy, often bituminous, limestone. 

2. Red and grey calcareous and argillaceous beds in frequent alter- 
nations, with thin conglomerates, and heavy beds of rubbly brownish- 
red and fine-grained shales towards the top. ; 

3. Grey and red conglomerates of varied composition, with beds of 
greyish and brownish oil-bearing micaceous and bituminous sandstones. 

4. Calcareous and bituminous shales, grey and dark brown, including 
the so-called Albert shales, with an underlying set of greenish-grey 
conglomerates. This series is overlaid unconformably by reddish or 
brownish sandy shales, which form the basal beds of No. 3. 

Stratigraphically, the beds of Albert shales, or Division 4, as devel- 
oped in Albert and Westmorland counties, may belong to a lower horizon 
than the Carboniferous, and may constitute an upper portion of the 
Devonian, but the prevailing fossils, both fishes and plants, seem to 
indicate a Lower Carboniferous age. Bituminous shales, however, 
are found to occur interstratified with undoubted Lower Carbonifer- 
ous sandstones and conglomerates further west in Kings county, on 
the South Branch of the Kennebecasis, as well as on the South-west 
Branch of Trout Creek. On the latter stream the felsites of the moun- 
tain are overlaid by red conglomerates and limestones, dipping north- 
ward at an angle of 20°. These, at the road crossing to Dutch 
Valley, contain an interstratified band of highly bituminous shales of 
the same type as those of the Albert Mines and Elgin, with numer- 
ous scattered remains of the genus Palewoniscus. They are again 
brought up by a fold about one mile down the South-west Branch, and 
are associated with the ordinary red sandstones and conglomerates 
that mark the rocks of this age. Further down on Ward’s Creek, 
about one and a quarter miles south of Sussex station, these 
bituminous shales are again brought to the surface by another 
undulation. Further west, about two miles below Norton station, 
the extension of this anticlinal is seen on the post-road, where it 
crosses the Moosehorn Brook. North of the railroad the bituminous 
shales have not been met with, but on the road running west from 
Butternut Ridge to Queensville, on Price’s Brook, about five miles 
west of the Ridge Corner, bituminous limestones similar to those of 
Hillsboro’ and the Albert Mines are seen, and would lead to the infer- 
ence that the shales extend in a broad sheet across the intervening 
country, brought up at intervals by the series of gentle undulations 
which have affected the rocks of the central basin. In addition to the 
localities already described, as well as those mentioned in the report of 
1876-77, in Albert and Westmorland counties, shales of this character 
are met with on the South Branch of the Kennebecasis, about six miles 
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from Penobsquis station. They are here reported to contain a vein of 
albertite. Another deposit in Mechanic settlement is very interesting, 
and occurs on what is known as the Haley farm. Here Lower Car- 
boniferous sediments appear in a depression among the green chloritic 
slates of the pre-Cambrian series. These slates dip N. 65° W. <50°, and 
disclose a narrow trough-like basin ninety paces in width, filled in with 
greenish-grey conglomerates, the pebbles of the old slates and other 
metamorphic rocks being cemented together with a fine dark paste, full 
of particles of albertite, and intersected by very fine seams of the same. 4p, otite i 
An irregular vein of albertite occurs in a fissure among these conglome- older rocks. 
rates, no shales being visible, but the deposit is very limited, and may 
‘be styled a local pocket rather than a regular vein. A crack in the 
older slates, however, which underlie the bituminous beds, has become 
filled with albertite, which at first sight almostlooks as if it had been 
injected from below along a line of fault, but it has probably been 
filled by infiltration; and on Martin’s farm, on the north side of the 
road, the granitoid rocks which there underlie the Lower Carboniferous, 
disclose the same peculiarity, being impregnated to the depth of an 
eighth of an inch with bitumen, while the numerous joints which inter- 
sect the rock are also filled with particles of albertite. As the bitumi- 
‘nous matter has been shown, in former reports, to belong to the Lower 
Carboniferous strata, we must, of necessity, infer that the albertite or 
bituminous matter in the granitoid and slaty rocks has been derived 
from the overlying bituminous shales and conglomerates. Hconomic- 
ally speaking, this deposit is of no value. 
In the report of 1876-77, the distribution of the Albert shales in Exploration 
western Albert was given, and their similarity to the albertite- : 
producing beds of the Albert Mines led to the formation of a company 
in 1876 for the purpose of proving this area by boring with the 
diamond ‘drill. A number of holes were put down about Elgin and in 
‘Mapleton, but no traces of albertite were found. Although the charac- 
tor of the beds is identical with those of the Albert Mines, both in 
lithological aspect and in the presence of bitumen, yet the physical 
features of the two areas are very different. No strongly marked 
“anticlinals occur in the beds in the western part of the county, like 
‘that seen at the Albert Mines, nor does the general character of the 
formation tend to warrant the expenditure of any considerable sum of 
“money in underground exploration. From our examinations of the 
“whole area occupied by these shales, we can only say that we consider 
“the occurrence of albertite at the Albert Mines due almost entirely to 
“peculiar local conditions that, so far as we have seen, do not exist else- 
‘where to the same extent. The explorations carried on at Beliveau 
and Taylorville during the past four years tend to confirm this opinion. 
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Besides the albertite, this formation contains gypsum and manganese. 
The distribution and mode of. occurrence of the former mineral are 
given in the report of 1876-77. Of manganese, several deposits exist. 
Of these, that at Markhamville is, so far as known, the most important. 
It has long been worked with varying success, and mining on it is still in 
progress. Its position is near the contact of the Lower Carboniferous 
conglomerates and limestones with the felsites and slates of the pre- 
Cambrian ridge. At Quaco Head also a small deposit occurs in rocks 
of the Lower Carboniferous age, preparations for working which are 
already being made on quite a large scale. On the east side of Salis- 
bury Bay, in Albert county, there-is also a small deposit near the 
contact of the Lower Carboniferous and Triassic sandstones, and at 
Hillsdale, about five miles south-west of Elgin corner, large pieces of 
fine ore are picked up, but the vein has not yet been discovered. Bog 
manganese also occurs at various points, but no deposits of any 
particular value have been found. 

During the time that the rocks of Lower Carboniferous age were 
being deposited, violent disturbances occurred. These appear to have 
been quite local and.to have affected principally the rocks in Albert 
county, where the lower portion of the formation has been extensively 
folded and faulted, and in places penetrated by dykes of igneous rocks. 
The upper members, however, occur in nearly horizontal beds. In the 
central or Kings county basin the rocks of this formation lie in several 
folds, but do not give evidence of any extensive disturbance. At Quaco, 
the Lower Carboniferous limestones have been penetrated by dykes of 
trap of large size, probably of Triassic age, by which the limestones 
have been thrown into an anticlinal and changed to a highly crystalline 
rock. 

Over many parts of the area covered by the rocks of this formation, 
fossils peculiar to the time are found. Reference has already been made 
to the fossil fishes of the genus Paleoniscus, which are so plentiful 
in some portions of the Albert shales. In 1877, among the specimens 
obtained from this belt, was a new species, which has been described 
by Principal Dawson under the name of P. modulus, and figured in the 
appendix to the Acadian Geology. Beautiful specimens also oecur in 
some of the nodules from the shales, one of which, in nearly perfect 
condition, measured 10 inches in length and 34 inches in breadth, the 
breadth at the dorsal fin being about equal to that at the shoulder, and 
diminishing rapidly to the tail. In this specimen the crystalline lens 
of the eye is preserved in calcite, and shows its structure. This is 
especially interesting, as being the first instance known of th 
preservation of the eye of a palewozoic fish. . 

Among the limestones also, which constitute a considerable portion 
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of the formation, especially in its upper part, specimens of Terebratula 
suflata and T. sacculus,with other forms, occur. Good localities for these 
are at Rush Hill, in Wickham, and at Hampstead, on the shore of the 
St. John River, a short distance below Otnabog Lake. Many of these 
“have been mentioned in the report of 1870-71. 


VIL. Mippie CARBONIFEROUS. 


In addition to the remarks on this group in the report of 1870-71, a Subdivisions. 
special report was published, having reference principally to the Grand © 
Lake coalfield, in 1872-73. The group was then subdivided into Mill ° 
stone Grit, Middle Carboniferous and Upper Coal Measures, though on 
no-very good grounds, as no distinct line of demarcation between any 
of the groups can be drawn, and it now seems highly probable, from 
investigations made since that report, both from the character of the 
rocks as compared with those of Cape Breton and Nova Scotia, as well 
as from the Millstone Grit age of many of the fossils from the Grand 
Lake and elsewhere, that the great bulk of the sediments composing 
the central Carboniferous basin of the province, as well as those along 
the southern shore, are of Millstone Grit age, and that the higher 
members of the formation, if ever deposited, have been since denuded. 

‘The general horizontality of the measures would indicate an almost General aspect. 
entirely undisturbed condition of things since the deposition of the 
~ beds in the central area, and would lead one to infer that the Carbonif- 
~ erous rocks of central and eastern New Brunswick, although spreading 
over a great area, are not only very thin but probably constitute simply 
the western shallow border of the great Carboniferous basin which 
underlies the waters of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and which is 
- pounded by the southern shore of the Gaspé peninsula on the north, 
and by the high ridge of the Cobequid Hills and the coast ranges of 
western Cape Breton on the south and east, and upon which the Trias- 
- gic sandstones of the Island of Prince Edward were subsequently depos- 

ited. One might, on this hypothesis, reasonably expect to find more 
- favourable conditions for the occurrence of thicker seams of coal along 

the eastern coast of the province, where these rocks are more closely 

associated with the productive measures of Nova Scotia, but this area 

has never been proved, and only very general surface examinations 

made at one or two points. 

_' The area, as contained in the counties of Queens and Sunbury, has Explorations 
- been pretty thoroughly explored. Borings with the diamond drill : 
were carried on at a number of points from 1872 to 1876. The local- 

ities tested by this means were Newcastle bridge; Newcastle Creek, 

-— on the shore of Grand Lake, about one mile below the steamboat land- 
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ing; Otnabog Bridge; Clones, on the headwaters of the Nerepis River; 
Three-Tree Creek, and Tracy. The deepest of these borings (600 feet) 
“was made at Three-Tree Creek, while in the Grand Lake area the 
holes ranged from 170 to 400 feet. In no case did these bore-holes dis- 
close the existence of any lower seam of coal, and it is quite evident 
that in this area at least this mineral is confined to what is known as 
the “Surface Seam.” The extent of this seam, however, is great. 
Besides the frequent outcrops along the Newcastle Creek, Salmon 
River and Salmon Creek, and Coal Creek, which constitute properly 
the Grand Lake coal area, other exposures, which may be the southern 
outcrops of the same seam spreading over a larger area, are found. 
Among these the most westerly is on the North-West Branch of the Oro- 
mocto, about one and a half miles above the mouth of the Yoho Stream, 
where, in the cliff, a seam of four to five inches is disclosed, dipping at 
a moderate angle to the north-east, and which probably marks its west- 
ern limit. Further east, a continuation of the same seam is reported 
on the Mersereau Brook, near its forks with the Oromocto, and again 
about three miles up in a small branch from the south. It next 
reappears in Clones, on the head waters of the Nerepis, and has here 
been proved by the diamond drill, with a thickness of about 10 inches, 
though reported in one place at 30 inches. East of the St. John River 
the only outcrop known is near the mouth of Long’s Creek, on Star- 
key’s place, where it has a thickness of 10 to 12 inches, but very impure. 
The Carboniferous beds sweep around the eastern extremity of the pre- 
Cambrian ridge that extends along the county line of Queens and Kings 
and fill in a part of the basin or valley of the Kennebecasis; and at one 
place at least, Dunsinane, between Penobsquis and Anagance, on the 
Intercolonial, they contain a seam of impure coal of the usual thick- 
ness, 18 to 20 inches, and resembling in character many of the outcrops 
in Queens county. It is probable that all these outcrops belong to the 
same horizen, and on this supposition this seam, thin as it is, from its 
spreading over so great an area, would contain an enormous quantity of 
coal, Assuming the average thickness of the surface seam around the 
head of Grand Take at 20 inches, and allowing the available yield of 
coal for a seam one foot thick to be 1000 tons per acre, we have from 
the coal basin of Neweastle and Coal Creek, and Salmon River, which 
may be stated to contain about 100 square miles, a total available yield 
of coal, due allowance being made for waste, of over 100,000,000 tons for 
this limited area alone. As this seam is worked, and it is to be supposed 
profitably, by the present owners of the different mines, at a number 
of points over the area, it may fairly be presumed that, with economical 
management and a proper system of working, a large portion of this 
enormous quantity might be profitably extracted. If we consider also 
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that this seam has been found at a great number of points, not only 
around the entire rim of the Carboniferous basin of the province but 


_ also at various places in its interior area, leading to the supposition 


- 


J 


that it covers an area of several thousands of square miles, the quantity 
‘of coal underlying the surface, even if no lower seams should be disco- 
vered at any point in the Carboniferous basin, is enormous. 

_The other areas occupied by rocks of this formation are but small. 
In southern Albert they are seen to occupy the shore as far west as 
Herring Cove, with some few breaks which are occupied by rocks of 
Lower Carboniferous age; this area is the westward extension of the 
lower part of the celebrated Joggins section, and the beds are in many 
places tilted up on edge and affected by faults often of considerable 
extent. About Quaco and to the west as far as Gardener’s Creek, rocks 
of Millstone Grit aspect are seen overlying the red beds of the Lower 
Carboniferous ; and at Tynemouth Creek attempts have been made with 
a diamond drill t6 find coal, without meeting with any success. In 


Charlotte county, the only known area is a small rim of the central 


basin, which extends across the northern line of the county. 


TRIASSIC. 


areas only occurring in St. John county at Red Head, Quaco and 
Martin’s Head, while in Albert county there is a small patch on the 
east side of Salisbury Bay. In Charlotte county also, the western part 
of the island of Grand Manan is occupied principally by traps of this 
age, with a few exposures of red sandstone. The characters of the 
‘rocks at these various localities are described iu the report of 1870-71, 


-and the only additional information on this subject since then has been 


derived from the deposit which occurs at Martin’s Head. The deposit 
at this place was discovered in 1877, and is especially interesting as 
containing lignite. The rocks are soft dull-red sandstones, succeeded 
by soft greyish-yellow beds and soft brown shales with thin bands of 
fine brownish conglomerate, which form a synclinal trough, resting 


The Triassic of southern New Brunswick is limited in extent, small Dist 
and character. 


ribution 


~ upon Lower Carboniferous sediments. The lignite is found principally ignite. 
in the soft brown shales, and has been examined by Principal Dawson. 

He says :—“ The specimens are of coniferous wood, with one large row 
- of disks in the cells, and of the same type with silicified wood from 
~ Quaco, as also of the same type as Dadoxylon Edvardianum from 
- PrinceEdward Island, and similar to fossil wood from the Mesozoic of 


_ Virginia. 


The Triassic of Quaco is confined to a small margin along the coast 
- at the Head and in the vicinity of the village. At the Head, the soft 


Syenite. 


Granite. 
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red sandstones of this age are seen to abut directly against the conglo- 
merates of the Lower Carboniferous, their contact being indicated by a 
well-marked fault, which may, in the section through the village, be 
concealed by drift, or they may lie in shallow unconformable basins of 
very limited area upon the Lower Carboniferous beds. 


Syenite, Driorite, Fevsirs, &c. 


An extended report on these rocks is deferred pending their micros- 
copic examination, but their general distribution and modes of occur- 
rence may be briefly stated. Syenites of different characters and age 
are found at various points in southern New Brunswick. The largest 
area is occurs in the county of Charlotte, and has been described in the 
report (G. 8. 0.) for 1870-71 under the head of Nerepis Granite. It 
has been considered as of probably intriusive character, and its age 
as probably about the close of the Devonian. Scattered or detached 
bosses also occur at points throughout the western portion of the 
country. In places, as it approaches the slaty rocks on either side, it 
is seen to shade off or to merge into a body of felsite or granulite, 
which, in turn, appears to graduate through petrosiliceous rocks into 
fossiliferous Silurian or other rocks. Near the contact of the Silurian 
beds also, the slates have been metamorphosed and crystals of | 
andalusite and staurolite produced. 

This belt extends eastward into Queens county. Its prevailing 
colour is pink or reddish, but at the St. John River, below Hampstead 
village, where a considerable area of syenite rocks, probably a spur of 
the large mass to the west, is found, the colour is generally grey, 
though pink shades also occur. This granite is extensively quar- 
ried for building purposes; while in the main area, in the vicinity of 
St. George, in Charlotte county, extensive quarries are carried on,—a 
large quantity of the stone being polished. The St. George works 
have been described in the report of Mr. G. F. Matthew, 1876-77. 

Throughout the great belt of metamorphic rocks of pre-Cambrian 
age, syenites, granites and diorites are found. Of the syenites many 
are evidently of metamorphic origin, the gradual passage from chlor- 
itic slates, through schists and felsites, being plainly visible. They 
are often chloritic or talcose, and have been described in former 
reports under the head of protogine, but pinkish and grey granites 
and syenites are also common. These differ from the former in charac- 
ter, and often occur as dykes or veins. In the limestone, or upper 
portion of the so-called Laurentian, in the vicinity of the Kennebecasis 
Bay, these syenites are frequently seen cutting the limestones as well 
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as the overlying Cambrian slates. No attempt has, however, been 

made to separate them on the map from the other pre-Cambrian rocks, 

as they are in many places so intimately associated as to render their 
. distinct delineation on so small a scale an impossibility. 

Diorites are found at various points throughout all the formations Dicrite. 
from the Laurentian to the Triassic inclusive. They are abundant in 
the pre-Cambrian, especially in Division 5, the former Kingston, a: 
large portion of which is made up of apparently interbedded felsite 
and fine-grained diorite. In some places the diorites are very coarsely 
granular and contain much magnetic iron in grains, as at the Scotch 
settlement, in northern Kings county, and on the Pollet River, south 
of Elgin corner, in Albert county, typical diorites some of which are 
almost black from the abundance of hornblende, are found at Mechanic 
settlement post office and westward, while throughout the pre-Cam- 
brian belt north of Quaco and elsewhere diorite and dioritic ash-rock, 
with amygdaloid, are very frequent. It has, however, been thought 
better not to attempt the separation of all the areas of these intrusive 
rocks on so small a scale, as their exact limits cannot be determined 
definitely from the unfavourable nature of the country. 

In the Lower Carboniferous also, rocks presumably of intrusive Carhoniferous 

character are found not only around the southern edge of the central intrasions. 
Carboniferous basin, but at various scattered points of the basin itself. 
They often obtrude through the generally fiat beds of the Carbonifer- 
ous in dome-shaped hills or ridges of dolerite, while felsitic ashes and 
hard crystalline felsite also occur; the most prominent area of these 
latter rocks is seen in the northern portions of Charlotte county, 
whence they extend across into Sunbury. These intrusions were 
probably not later than the middle of the Lower Carboniferous period. 

In the Triassic also, as at Quaco, intrusions of trap similar to that 
of the North Mountain range of Nova Scotia are seen breaking 
through the Lower Carboniferous limestones of the Head. The area 
is, however, but small. A general description of the dioritic rocks 
of the Lower Carboniferous is given in the report of 1872-73. 


ECONOMIC MINERALS. 


A fall account of the economic minerals of the southern part of 

the province was given in the report of 1870-71, in so far as they 

“were known at that time. Since then discoveries of more or less 

importance have been made, but nothing of any special value has been 
met with. 


je’; 
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Tron. 


The only new locality where this mineral has been found is on Deer 
Island, near Lord’s Cove. The ore is a nearly pure magnetite of 
superior quality, and oceurs in a vein from two to three feet thick in 
slates and conglomerates of pre-Cambrian age. It is exposed crossing 
a narrow promontory, and is only a few feet above tide level. 


CopPER. 


The principal deposits of copper haye been already described in the 
reports of 1870-71, and nothing has been done of late towards the 
development of any of the localities therein mentioned. 


MANGANESE. 


Deposits of this mineral occur at several places in Albert, Kings and 
Westmorland. They may thus be described :— 


Shepody Mountain.—Deposits near the contact of pre-Cambrian chlo- 
ritic slates and Lower Carboniferous conglomerates, worked in former 
years quite extensively, but of late nothing has been done. 


Hast Side of Salisbury Bay.—Deposit near the contact of Triassic 
sandstone and Lower Carboniferous rocks, worked some years ago by 
the company owning the Markhamville mine, but shortly abandoned. 


Hopewell Corner.—Deposit near the contact of Millstone Grit and 
Lower Carboniferous; about one mile west of Hopewell corner. 
Soon exhausted. . 


Hillsdale.—A bout five miles south-east from Elgin corner. Deposit 
yet unexplored but fine surface indications. 


Petitcodiac, about two miles north-west from Petitcodiac station. 
Near the contact of Lower Carboniferous limestone and gypsum, vein 
only about one inch exposed thickness. 


Jordan Mountain—Near the contact of Lower Carboniferous sedi- 
ments with the pre-Cambrian of the mountain. Good surface indica- 
tions. Locality not developed. 


Markhamville—Near the contact of Lower Carboniferous limestones 
and conglomerates with pre-Cambrian. Location long worked. Most 
extensive deposit as yet known in the Maritime Provinces. 


Quaco Head.—Deposit in Lower Carboniferous rocks. Not yet dev- 
eloped, but preparations are now being made for mining at this locality. 


Henry's Lake.—Surface indications reported, but deposit not located. 


SOUTHERN NEW BRUNSWICK. 25 D 


ARGENTIFEROUS GALENA. 


Several localities are mentioned in the report of 1870-71 as affording 
galena in small quantity. Of these, the only one that has been exam- 
ined for silver is that on Hammond River, at Wanamake’s, which has 
been found to yield a fair proportion. 

A new locality, which was opened in 1878, is on the west side of 
Musquash Harbor, in Laurentian syenites. Here veins, of eight inches 
to one foot, of white quartz carry yellow sulphuret of copper and 
galena, The latter has been assayed by Dr. Harrington, and found to 
yield a little over $14 to the ton. (See report of 1877-78, p. 529.) The 
_ extreme hardness of the country rock and the smallness of the vein 

are against the profitable working of this location. 


Brtuminous CoauL. 


No new developments have been made in this department since the 
report of 1872-73. The amount annually raised varies but little, and 
no attempts have yet been made to carry on the mining in any more 
systematic manner. 


ANTHRACITE. 


Within the, last four years considerable money has been spent in 
developing the seam of anthracite which occurs in the Devonian rocks 
of Belas Basin, Lepreau. Four shafts had been sunk up to 1878, the 
greatest depth then reached being 140 feet, but the character of the 
coal did not seem to improve sufficiently to warrant the investment of 
any further capital. A similar deposit occurs at Clinch’s post office, 
Musquash, in rocks of the same age and character, but this is of no 
value. The large percentage of ash—36 per cent.—is strongly against 
the reported good quality of the mineral as a combustible, while its 
irregular distribution and impure character are also strong obstacles 
to its successful development. A large part of what has been cailed 
coal is nothing but carbonaceous shale, and this constitutes the bulk of 
the seam, the thickness of the harder or anthracite band being only a 
few inches. 


ALBERTITE. 


With the exception of the deposit of this mineral at the Albert 
Mines, no body of albertite has as yet been found in quantity sufficient 
for working. Since the report of 1876-77 on this deposit, explorations 
have been carried on at several places. Borings were made at ‘Hlgin 
‘corner and Mapleton with the diamond drill in the Albert shale, but 
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without finding any trace of the mineral sought. The most extensive 
operations have, however, been carried on by the Beliveau Mining 
Company. At Beliveau a shaft has been put down to the depth of 200 
feet, and tunnels driven north and south across the measures, without 
finding anything of importance. Borings were then begun at Taylor- 
ville, about one mile to the east, since which we have not visited the 
scene of operations. Reports, however, do not indicate any great 
measure of success. 


GYPsuUM. 


Gypsum occurs at various points both in Albert, Westmorland and 
St. John counties ; the deposits of Hillsborough have been described in 
the report of 1876-77, since which new openings have been made at. 
Hopewell Hill, where a splendid deposit of the fibrous variety occurs. 

At Fawcett’s Brook, about two and a half miles north-west of Petit- 
codiac station, a large deposit of the fibrous variety is found, which 
has been locally worked for agricultural purposes for some years. The 
quality is excellent, and the deposit should be of considerable value. 


GRANITE. 


The granites of Charlotte county, at many points, afford abundance 
of excellent stone for building and polishing, but the quarries near St. 
George, on the Magaguadavic River, are as yet the only localities which 
are worked. Full descriptions of these, with the polishing works, are 
given in the report of 1876-77, page 346. 


INFUSORIAL HArtu. ; 


Deposits of this substance are found occupying the bottoms of lakes 
in several places. Among these were specially noted two in eastern 
Kings county—Pollet River Lake, in Mechanic settlement, and Pleas- 
ant Lake, about six miles to the south-west. The deposit in Pollet 
River Lake is said to be about four feet deep, and the earth is exceed- 
ingly fine, of a greyish-white colour when dry, and admirably suited 
for polishing the finest substances, The lake can be easily drained, or 
the substance can be removed with a shovel or small dredge. 
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~ ALFRED R. C. Setwyn, Ksq., F.R.S., F.G.S., 
Director of the Geological Survey of Canada. 


Srr,—I herewith beg to lay before you the results of the work carried 
out in the Laboratory of this Survey during the past year. It embraces 
all such analyses as were considered likely to prove of general interest. 
As will be seen, attention has been mainly directed to the examination 

2 of such minerals, etc., etc., as promised to prove of economic value. 
_ Such analyses or assays as have been made by my zealous Assistant, 


_ Mr. Frank D. Adams, have in all instances been duly credited to him ; 
_ those not otherwise designated having been made by myself. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


CHRISTIAN HOFFMANN, 


s MonrReAt, May 31st, 1880, 
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MISCELLANEOUS MINERALS. 


CYANITE. 


From the North Thompson River, British Columbia.—Collected by 


Alfred R. C. Selwyn, Esq. 


The mineral was imbedded in a granular quartz which, in addition, 
contained a few scales of a silvery-white mica. It, for the most part, 
occurred in in the form of radiated columnar aggregates, the colour of 
which was in parts pure blue, passing into greenish-grey ; occasionally, 
but rarely, almost colourless—the other portions were of a uniform 
light bluish-grey colour. Lustre vitreous. Subtransparent. Specific 


gravity, 3.6005. 


The material selected for analysis was found, after drying at 100° i, 


to have the fullowing composition : 


Rare ate cetiotetes <s2ie/sc! feiss sie, aie © a4 wiisis(0101> 0 Jeisiele ¥,0\'«..0,0/¢ see 
PA lanier leet eit ete iar oie. cle (aicize c/ioies 2100 sie (e!ealeiae-sieieieijse#s\s.6 
cera OMAN ore co aralcieid piv = 2 jee winieiw eh eeissbiee sess) 105. s\vie) 6 


Previous to the finding of this specimen, cyanite was not known to 


occur in Canada. 


of Cyanite. 


Analysis 


of 


lazulite. 


Analysis of 


** disseminated 


Yr 
N ova Scotia. 
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LAZULITE. 


Found three-quarters of a mile east of the: mouth of the Churchill 
River,—District of Keewatin. Collected by Dr. R. Bell. -: 

Occurs massive in veins, having a maximum width of seven milli- 
metres, traversing a greyish-white, in parts milk-white, subtranslucent 
quartz. Colour fine deep azure-blue. Lustre vitreous. Fracture 
uneven. Brittle. Streak white. Subtranslucent. Hardness very 
nearly but not quite 5.5. Specific gravity—3.0445. Before the 
blow-pipe colours the flame pale bluish-green; swells up, whitens and 
falls to pieces, but does not fuse. 

The material upon which the analysis was conducted, although 
selected with great care, and apparently pure, was nevertheless found 
to contain 3.808 per cent. silica; in calculating the results this has 
been excluded; the composition of the mineral dried at 100° C,, then 
being as follows: 


Phosphoric: Bet... sitive <1 Yocnie'si v1slbioue cipal oelale st ee ante eaieets 46.388 
ATUMINA...o.ciela- sh gape aicuapatorewiess sraeleattneieies Relea eewe epee eaters 29.140 ~ 
Ferrous. OXI1d6.. 2:24 aicisicionwaiee vie) stop wie heyeialetat eee ele orien 2.091 
MagnOsiasictsic sce acteiers er eiatevecelopeye ote or ate e Rice ECS eee 13.838 
DUM: sysnars, «a's: « sia iosataoayate (eaniclolld Sollee berets tet teens een 2.829 
Water . : 6.468 
100.754 


This is the first time that this interesting mineral has been met with 
in Canada. 


GRAPHITE. 


In continuation of Report on Canadian Graphite (Report of Progress 
1876-77, p. 489). 


1.—DISSEMINATED GRAPHITE. 


Graphitie shale.—From Glendale, River Inhabitants, Inverness 
County Nova Scotia. Collected by Mr. Hugh Fletcher. 

Colour bluish-grey, Lustre of fracture across the plane of deposi- 
tion, dull; that of the fracture coincident with the lamination, sub- 
metallic glistening. The graphite is very evenly disseminated through | 
the rock; it occurs in the form of minute scales of a steel-grey colour 
and metallic lustre. 

This shale was found to contain: 


aphite ” from Graphite WN 55 choses coswases bee ee 13.965 
Rock matterwwsieseeede ee (2b geen ONO RE eRe seems GOSS) 
Hygroscopic water........ o aieteWietal toteiell slevsbeie ohiate oor +. 0.236 
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The graphite was separated and weighed as such. On igniting the « Disseminated 
powdered mineral it leaves a light reddish-white coloured residue. ead 


2.—DISSEMINATED GRAPHITE. 


In their report on the geology of southern New Brunswick (Report 
of Progress 1870-71, p. 230), Messrs. Bailey and Matthew state that 
graphite or plumbago, in a finely divided state, is not unfrequently 
disseminated through the more altered rocks of the southern counties 
of that province, and at a few points is found in beds available for 
economic purposes. The largest of these are in connection with the 
rocks of the Laurentian system, in the vicinity of St. John, appearing 
at the Narrows of St. John River, Lily Lake, and other points. At 
the old opening at the Falls, known as the “Split-Rock Plumbago 
Mine,” the facilities for mining and shipment are all that could be 
desired. The mineral is extracted chiefly from one principal bed, with 
laterel deposits of minor importance. The working of the mine would 
appear to have been very irregular, having been abandoned from time 
1o time; considerable quantities have, however, been taken out since 
its first opening, notwithstanding which it is stated that there is no 
diminution of the supply, and that the quality of the mineral is better 
now than when operations were first commenced. 

A specimen of the disseminated graphite from the aforementioned 
“Split-Rock Plumbago Mine” was collected for me by Mr. Wallace 
Broad for examination; it had a loose shaly structure and readily 
parted into, although somewhat irregular, yet, more or less lenticular 
fragments. It was greyish-black in colour, had a submetallic lustre, 
and gave a black streak. This sample contained a rather large amount 
of pyrites, and although the greater part of this was confined to some 
few of the more earthy, and what might justly have been regarded as 
extraneous fragments, there was, nevertheless, a by no means inappre- 
ciable amount pretty evenly diffused through the graphitic rock 
proper. Specimens of this latter which had undergone lengthened 
exposure, were much weathered, had a greenish-grey colour and 
exhibited but a very feeble lustre. In preparing the material for 
analysis, the earthy fragments above alluded to, and which amounted 


to about six per cent. of the sample, were excluded. 
Analysis of 


It was found to contain: ous eniated 
graphite ”’ from 
Graphitic carbon.....- ..css sere coceresssee voones Jose 48.770 New Brunswick 
Rock matter....--.++. +: ce crabelis eeiaia scene cise s wiocstaueie wrens 50.058 
Hygroscopic water...--+.+-+++++++ Pons Pirin iriaes 2 .cie, Peel, 
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“Disseminated The graphitic carbon was separated and weighed as such ; it had a 

srephitess greyish-black colour, was devoid of lustre and apparently amorphous ; 
when pressed in a mould the surface of the resulting form had a bright 
metallic lustre. 

This compressed graphite gave a fairly black and shining streak. 
The powdered rock leaves on ignition a light brownish-grey coloured 
residue. Considering the high percentage of graphite contained in 
this rock, it appeared to me very desirable to ascertain if the dressed 
graphite prepared from this latter could be used in electrotyping or 
for the manufacture of black-lead-pencils. It would doubtless be 
adapted for some of the other purposes for which graphite is employed ; 
it has however, to be borne in mind that, in this instance, the cost of 
extraction would in all likelihood preclude its advantageous employ- 
ment for other purposes than those for which a suitable graphite com- 
mands a high price. Having extracted a quantity of the graphite and 
assured myself of its comparative freedom from foreign matter, samples 
of the same were forwarded to England for the purpose of having it 
practically tested. The gentlemen to whom it was sent—and who, 

.from their long experience in the employment of graphite, for the 
purposes above specified, may justly be considered competent authorities 
—have favoured me with their opinions upon the same, and these may 
be briefly stated as follows : 
Adaptability, | In the one case—that examination has shown the graphite to be of 
a eae fair quality and adapted for the manufacture of the commoner kinds 
facture of lead- % . c 
pencils and for Of lead pencils; although its “quality and nature” does not equal, as 
secirowyPin far as suitability f il making i med, the graphite obtain- 
y for pencil making is concerned, grap 
able in Bohemia and some other places. 

In the other—and as regards its employment in electrotyping—the 
trial did not give a very good result; it was not considered so good as 
that which they were in the habit of using for this purpose. 

The graphite forwarded was under the most favourable conditions, 
that is to say, it contained only 0.16 per cent. of a light grey-coloured 
ash, and therefore, as far as purity was concerned, left nothing to be 
desired. That it should not have proved better adapted for the purposes 
for which it was specially tried, may be reasonably ascribed to its state 
of aggregation, and itis, in all probability, this physical character which 
was intended to be implied by the use of the above quoted words, 
“quality and nature.” 


INFUSORIAL EARTH OR EARTHY TRIPOLITE. 


The occurrence of this material in southern New Brunswick has been 
alluded to under the heading of “ Economie Minerals,” by the Messrs. 


MISCELLANEOUS MINERALS. 5 if 


Bailey, Matthew and Ells, in their report (present Report of Progress) Tafusorial 
on the geology of that region. Sor icunamel 

The sample, the results of the examination of which are here given, 
came from Pollet River Lake, Mechanic Settlement, King’s County, 
New Brunswick, and was collected by Mr. R. W. Ells. It occurs in 
considerable quantity, the deposit in this lake being, it is stated, about 
four feet deep, and can be readily obtained, either by dredging or 
draining the lake. A couple of slides of this material were prepared 
and placed in the hands of Mr. J. F. Whiteaves for microscopic exam- 
ination. This gentleman informs me that the deposit would appear to 

_ be of fresh-water origin; that it contains siliceous spicules of Spongilla 
in great abundance, also quantities of frustules of diatomaces, mostly 
detached, among which he has recognized the following genera, viz: 
Pinnularia, Surirella, Stauroneis and Himantidium. 

In texture it resembled an earthy chalk ; very fine grained but harsh 
to the feel; adheres to the tongue; colour light greyish-white. Heated 
in the closed tube, assumes a dark-grey colour, due to the separation 
of carbon,and gives off an abundance of a somewhat ammonical, light 
brownish-yellow coloured water—the material evidently containing 

nitrogenous organic matter. After ignition, with free access of air, 

* its colour is reddish-white ; if treated with hydrochloric acid previous 
to ignition, the colour is white or at most has a just perceptible reddish 
tinge. 

When digested, either before or after ignition, with a boiling solution 
of caustic potash or soda, the silica readily passes into solution, leaving 
a small amount of insoluble residue, which after ignition has a light 
reddish-brown colour. The insoluble residue readily subsides from the 
solution, this latter, if the material has been treated before ignition, 

has a brownish-yellow colour; if after ignition, and consequently when 
free from organic matter, the solution is colourless. 

This sample had been kept in the dry atmosphere of the laboratory 
for a lengthened period, and was regarded as perfectly air-dried. At 
100° C., the oxygen of the air exercises a modifying influence upon 

' this material, so that, in order to ascertain the correct loss by water at 
this temperature, it is necessary that the operation should be con- 
ducted in an atmosphere of bydrogen or carbonic acid. 


Analysis of 
infusorial 
earth from | 
New Brunswick 


Economic 
uses of, 


Kaolin. 
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An analysis of the air-dried material gave the following results: 


DULCE ix, ere eee eines SOUS CIO DISD igs aiolaferseiareae oF 80.487 
cAcTUNIDATVAL eesierene octets acvhdcdavveldja.sielacln eet avelerataratel GONhetetsteN en STERS 3.146 
Hermic, OXide zits hone sete ome ee cee o ate'g, Mere isos aighe aed POs Oe 
imers lene Silsier sotior altars lala a eisai wo ier @huvaye isa haketel sabe peu dienes eee 0.342 
Magnesia....... sxtiejete) eiehai6. 5 diate apaiaveuscelaetelblel stoke state e bee 0.283 
Carbottic acid 4is5<ataanesJsesle shermie sie eee tet ee eee 0.011 
Phosphoriesaci@y,, wersajere cts cece ch cles ¢ adie ae eave ? 

Potash and! sodateaseecs ese etn et eee ante Siecle einer ? 


Water!—combined and hygroscopic, and organic matter... 13.321 


98.541 
1.—Water and organic matter. 

a, Loss on drying over sulphuric acid............. +... 6.535 

6. Loss (in addition to that of a.) on drying at 100° C., ina 
current of pure and dry hydrogen.............. <= Soo 

ce. Loss (in addition to that of a. and b.) on ignition (and 
after correction for carbonic acid)........ soereee 3.204 
Potala ssaeeee Oe at Oe + 13.321 


The air-dried material left, on treatment with a boiling solution of 
caustic potash, 7.994 per cent. insoluble residue of a light reddish-brown 
colour (after ignition). 

As regards the economic value of this infusorial earth, it may be said 
to constitute an excellent polishing material; and although no experi- 
ments have been made to determine its absorbent power, it may 
reasonably be expected to prove well adapted for the preparation of 
dynamite. Again, the extreme facility with which it is dissolved by 
caustic alkalies (potash or soda), would Suggest its advantageous 
employment for the manufacture of what is commonly known as 
“ water-glass” or “soluble-glass,” a preparation which meets with 
many important applications in the arts, as for instance, as a cement for 
the manufacture of artificial stone; for the hardening and preserving 
of building stones; in fixing fresco colours by the process of stereo: 
chromy; as an addition to soap in the preparation of the so-called 
“‘silicated soaps,” etc. 


KAOLIN. 


The material here alluded to occurs on a property belonging to Mr. 
Paul Trottier, situated in Grand Frenier, County of Two Mountains 
Quebec. 

The locality was visited by Mr. James Richardson in July, 1879, with 
the object of ascertaining its precise mode of occurrence, the probable 
extent of the deposit, and also for the purpose of procuring a sample 
for examination and analysis. . 
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Mr. Richardson informs me that it occurs in a dyke of from one to 
two feet thick, dipping northward at an angle of about 50°, and cutting 
through flat massive beds of Potsdam sandstone. That at the time of 


his visit Mr. Trottier had excavated about twenty feet in depth and 


the same in length, the produce of which appeared to be about two 
tons. It was stated that at the depth of twenty feet, the thickness 
appeared to be increasing, inasmuch, however, as there were several feet 
of water in the excavation, Mr. Richardson had no opportunity of 
satisfying himself on this point. The sample received was in the form 
of compact friable masses, with a greasy feel, and fine earthy texture. 


Colour light brownish-yellow mottled with white. Adheres to the 


tongue. Forms with water an exceedingly plastic paste. 
After drying at 100° C., its composition was found to be as follows: 


Berens Be Site ae eterna ins «16 eae, ble os a een n\60 wes © 2 6 0 0)9\0:4\0'e 32.009 
IR TuINTIe Sa eee sb ee ois coer a na bieie ns eMiaiore tia 0 4 die wae n se 29.907 
WGTHIG OXIUG 2c basic cee co niece® cotiecsiccwecieveees, ncisivelee 14.023 
Chromic Oxide... 2.26 cccese scene sere ccccce cone ereeees 0.554 
Titamic ACId...... ...-ee cece covers sees peers aeeiteseloia esis 9.558 
PTC ea. siya co are ee aineinel te viniere viel eens 66/69) 6.0 2 6)> 0.411 
CIN itn wt be vinvs me cvna socinde nee deer thee ones 0.247 

ERT ite me ica nk ew alsin th aldie wi eiaie, sje sions evel #31 * 

\ Traces 

Saye phere Ei Wiel cists Vid = wie) ainlos wieidialai rials (oie alaivie ste 22/8 
: Water (direct estimation)... .-..++++eeseeecerecersteeeee 13 005 
99.714 


All the iron has been calculated as ferric oxide, the amount present 
as ferrous oxide not having been determined. 

On carefully washing a large quantity of this clay, there ultimately 
remained, mixed with a little of the coarse material, a very small 
quantity of a heavy black granular powder which, upon examination, 
was found to consist, for the greater part, of chromite; a small quan- 
tity of titanic acid was also detected in this powder; it was not, how- 
ever, satisfactorily determined if this was present in the form of 
Ilmenite or no. ; 

Tn order to test its refractory quality, some of the clay was moulded 
into the form of minature bricks, the edges of which were left as sharp 
as possible; these having been carefully dried, first by exposure to 
the atmosphere and then to a temperature of 100° C., were subse- 
quently inserted in a covered crucible, and this latter placed in an air- 


ji furnace, the temperature of which was gradually raised until at the 


expiration of about an hour, an incipinent white heat had been 
obtained, at which temperature it was maintained for an additional 
hour. On examining the contents of the crucible after cooling, 1t was 
found that the edges of the bricks remained perfectly in tact, showing 


Analysis of 
kaolin. 
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no indication even of incipient fusion. The bricks which, at the time 
of their insertion, were light brownish-yellow, had now assumed, exter- 
nally a purplish-brown, and internally a blackish-brown colour. They 
were sonorous and exceedingly hard and tough. 


ALUNOGEN. 


Collected by Mr. Scott Barlow from an old heap of shale at the 
“Scotia Mine,” Springhill coal-field, Cumberland County, Nova Scotia. — 


Analysed by Mr. Frank D, Adams. 


This specimen was in the form of a crust of from five to five and a 
half centimetres thick. Colour white, in some places light yellow. 
Taste inky-astringent. Melts in its water of crystallization and ata 
higher temperature gives off sulphuric acid. Soluble in water. 


Analysts 0 Its analysis gave the following results : 

alunogen. 
Sulphuriesaeud: ry saiw'aiievale: aleiaviaias«/aletelttel siete siete aie) eater 36.935 
A TTDI HS iat lala a Sie ete RV ies ara october eee lee ee 13.479 
OrriGsOxIGG cio ssntive eisrn ning on teised einer ese eh eat 2.888 
HerfOUS ‘OXIGES, 5. saclelen vies stage cae ence oNe ee tere ee 157 
DAME 5. 075.2% ag lain ch wapamimem clcste eich & neat asi ete eee 140 
Magnesia 02.5. oes ca st cee ade ths hee .138 - 
POtash En sia ticles a cir o: leis se ter etoeye 6 ania eeneene ae eee 087 
OBE ajc are c%eors eo crate leraalsi clon CBee tae avo TER icc ae 131 
Asnmonia, (small quantity) ...2)5.. hy ses osu sce sence s oe Undet. 
Waberediciaistain cle fe orale Saces lotehstas Sereials Steuer merase one REO 
Insoluble matter.......3 12. 8:8, oie ak abst oni de giorase care Ree 235 


NATURAL WATERs. 


WATERS OF THE ASSINIBOINE AND RED RIVERS. 


Histone of the Geological character of the areas drained by these rivers.—The 
and Red following information in connection with this subject has, at my 
request, been kindly furnished me by Dr. G. M. Dawson. 

“The Red River, flowing from south to north, runs probably for its 
whole length over deposits of late date. These are, either the fine 
silty materials laid down in the bed of the southward extension of 
Lake Winnipeg, which previously occupied the valley; or clays and 
sandy clays due to the glacial period. Long and important streams, 
however, join the Red River, both from the east and west, and the 
character of the river water is doubtless due to the nature of the 


country occupied by the springs and sources of these, rather than to 
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the composition of the bed of the main stream, with which the waters Waters of the 
passing rapidly and in large volume cannot come very often or inti- sant 
mately in contact. Probably more than half of the water of this river iba pines sete 
48 derived from the Rat, Roseau and Red Lake Rivers and other streams 

flowing from the wooded and marshy country to the east, and this it 

may be supposed does not differ much from that found in the rivers 

flowing from woodland country in eastern Canada. This country is 

also covered with drift deposits of glacial and post-glacial age, and the 

streams seldom or never flow over solid rock. The tributaries from 

the west, including the Shayenne, the Pembina and numerous smaller 

_ rivers, are from a region which may be regarded as almost altogether 

open prairie, and is subject to a rainfall considerably less in amount 

than that in the east. These streams flow in part over glacial and post- 
glacial deposits, but in part also over the underlying Cretaceous rocks, 

of which the shales and clays of the Fort Pierre group cover the most 
extensive area. Springs, the waters of which come in contact with the 
Cretaceous rocks also, doubtless feed the tributaries. The Cretaceous 

shales contain a considerable proportion of disseminated pyrites, which 

latter when exposed to atmospheric influences undergoes decomposition, 

“ ultimately giving rise, in the presence of the calcium carbonate con- 

tained in the rocks, to the formation of gypsum, with which mineral— 
generally in the crystalline form of selenite—many of the beds are in 
consequence charged. There are also on this side of the Red River, 

several springs impregnated with common salt; these resemble those 

of the Manitoba Lake district, and are probably like them derived from 

the underlying Devonian rocks. Springs of this character are known 

on the Salt River, south of the Pembina, and it was previously 
attempted to utilize these as a source of supply of salt. Similar 

springs are said also to occur on the Scratching River. 


The country drained by the Assiniboine resembles in most points 
that described as giving rise to the other western tributaries of Red 
River. By some of the eastern branches of the upper part of the 
- Assiniboine, from Riding and Duck Mountains, a certain amount of 
woodland drainage is derived ; but by far the greater part of its tribu- 
taries bring to it the drainage of prairie land, with a comparatively 
small rainfall, and in which the saline matters would therefore be 
supposed to exist in a more concentrated form. Though a compara- 
tively small portion of the {otal length of the streams can flow in actual 
~ contact with the underlying Cretaceous rocks, there is reason to believe 
that in the prairie region west of the valley of the Red River, a great 
part of the drainage of the country passes below the drift deposits along 
the surface of the undelying rocks, and this being brought very inti- 
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mately in contact with these rocks would be likely to be influenced by 
their composition.” 

These samples of the waters were collected by Mr. A. S. Cochrane, 
—at the instance of Dr. R. Bell—on the 26th of October, 1879; that of 
the Assiniboine was taken from the centre of the river, about a quarter 
of a mile above its junction with the Red River; whilst the water of 
latter was taken from the centre of the stream, about a quarter of a 
mile above where the former flows into it. 


The water of the Assiniboine, after filtration, had a faint yellowish 
tinge. The suspended matter, which-had a brownish-grey colour, left: 
on ignition a light reddish-brown coloured residue, this on examination 
was found to consist of argillaceous matter. 


The water of the Red River, after filtration, had a pale yellowish 
tinge. The suspended matter was of a light brownish-yellow colour, 
on ignition it left a residue, which, as in the previous case, consisted 
of argillaceous matter. 


The nature and amount of the organic matter contained in these 
waters was not ascertained,—the quantity of water at disposal being 
altogether inadequate for the purpose,—apart from which, it is highly 
probable, that, during the interval of collection and analysis, the 
organic matter had, to some extent at least, undergone decomposition, 
the amount of carbonic acid therefore, although estimated, has not 
been given. 


The analyses of these waters were conducted by Mr. Frank D. Adams, 
and the following are the results obtained by him, expressed in grains 
per Imperial gallgn 


ASSINIBOINE. RED RIVER. 

Potassa ....+s 00 2 Seer cre LOOP wh A Aled aie ae ge ok tee 0.549 
Soda ie inci iieopic eet BO24 tee eee eee eee 5.028 
JUNG cote hehiotiaise acikcnt sere G. 18354 a. ls racine. Seem 6.912 
Maonesia tives ences 4.588 Sh SOS cone. 5.142 
Alumina and ferric oxide(1) 0.084 tS0e Seen ctaccceeg 01092 
Cilicayertiter Bis elec es a ererasehe TBC "Ne Pete tees sci ee ee 2.208 
Sulphuric acid......... o00\ 54.906. 0/0 BIE Meee ee chr, euee sp cO9e 
Carbonic acid..... ord Cath te Hy et SOAS 5 SES Heise me sc. G 

Chlorine... sucess. ea nee jls080) | eareeaete ae nee 3.390 
Organic matter... .. sie Be 5 Ce a ere eee ea sicher 9% 


Oxygen equivalent to the 


chilorinie’s.. ass eenee es er ae alll Sy iy RANA 7 5 0.765 
Total dissolved solid matter, 
dried at 100° C...., ++2- 41.09 PItt dees sere 6600 44.63 
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Suspended matter— ASSINIBOINR. RED YIVER. 
Organic OC ee CLOG Rae a bce seieunces wivotieres O.S42 
WWESHOTAN GS coins ciecicasies fee 46008 wie wiai@eia ons enitrs wieress 3.509 
POA a wise, wis s,<)g. fete, a eoese 5.200 #. ole wb) siatelanielis Waele 3.851 

Hardness (2)— 

Temporary...... Se Cee 13.90 siete We wave consent O.00 
Remnan enti.’ vapiconwesy~ + 6-10 S GUCISOIIOR OnOLe Beextt 
PEC Crwrerer eth dates, ¢ 00s Aisi . 20.60 : 23.90 
Specific gravity......... 1000.64 pare chast ctexisie eet LUG Osac 


The foregoing acids and bases are most probably combined in the 
the water as follows: 


(Carbonates calculated as mono-carbonates and all the salts estimated as an- 
hydrous.) 


ASSINIBOINE. RED RIVER. 
Chloride of sodium........ 3.277 Bese ne fas ccleerasit 0CO0S 
Sulphate of potassa........ HOLS eee ote =e ae Pines Cue 
“ GE ROG. ss «Se sce ESS eet Aci, Sor ay Sete ALT27 
“ Ge PING Ne s.0t as <0 Bee Bache sLoedno one Fee ae) 
Carbonate of lime.......... 12.112 eer eee Be een av (cetens) 
“ of magnesia.,... ESE. iene ae elate nies yeieie' sh 10.798 


1.—Although here given as ferric oxide, the iron was doubtless present in the 
water as a ferrous salt.—2. Direct method, Wanklyn and Chapman. 


In the case of the Assiniboine water there was an excess of soda, 
above that required for the sulphuric acid, amounting to 0.114 grain 


(equals 0.084 sodium)—this might be present as carbonate: it would 


require 0.129 chlorine or 0.147 sulphuric acid in excess of the amounts 


- found of these respective constituents. It has been calculated as, and 
added to the, sulphate of soda. 


+ 
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COALS. 


BITUMINOUS COAL AND BROWN COAL OR LIGNITE. 


1.—Bituminous coal.—Sent for examination by Mr. Jas. S. Hickman, of 


Amherst, Cumberland County, Nova Scotia. Exact locality not 
known, but said to have been taken from “a bank on Black River, 
following the outcrop of a seam of coal in the bank about twelve 


feet from the surface.” 

This coal presented a slickensided appearance; it was traversed 
by occasional thin bright layers, the prevailing lustre was, how- 
ever, dull and somewhat resinous ; fracture irregular. In parts it 
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Coals— contained,a good deal of iron pyrites, also occasional thin bright 
analyses of, és aa s : 
cont. lamine of graphitic-looking matter. 


The weight of the sample received was fifty pounds, the whole 
of this was reduced to powder and intimately mixed, in order to 
obtain a fair average sample; a portion of this was taken, and 
afforded by slow and fast coking the following results : 


Slow coking. Fast coking. 


Hy groscopic!’ Waters): © <s6 sess <2oe re ee ee a Sui 3.73 
Volatile combustible matter. ............ 28.01 34.33 
PIXE GCAO Siete cic wie'ase Siero te oie os ehere encletsie 54.28 47.96 
SA BIDE 12s aphotiarelers|s) ols el ois ioivae elem crate aetatolonstemene 13.98 13.98 
100. 100. 

Coke Fis dae, Foe Cinw's oe  plelea cates thai eae Rea 61.94 
Ratio of volatile combustible matter 

to. fixed carbon; 22) asses ee eee beep 


By rapid heating a bright and tolerably firm coke was obtained. 
Colour of the ash purplish-grey. This coal very closely resembles 
a sample of coal brought by Mr. Scott Barlow from the “ Styles 
Mine,” 


2,—Lignite.—The locality of its occurrence is stated to be thirty miles 

west of Fort McLeod,—near the base of the Rocky Mountains, four 
miles south of Pincher Creek, Old Man’s River; within a quarter 
of a mile of an Indian farmer’s house,—North West Territory. 

Colour pure black; structure somewhat lamellar; lustre shining 
resinous, with occasional dull patches; powder black, the same 
communicated a deep brownish-red colour to a boiling solution of 
caustic potash. 

Analysis by slow and fast coking gave: 


Slow coking Fast coking. 


Hygroscopic water). . .<.vektstes ws cee ck 6.26 6.26 
Volatile combustible matter............. 29.31 31.96 
Nixed-carbon'; o.kieh te oko ee lee 55.70 53.05 
ABH Coie wtmcieta oictes ewe create Ree wee Olas 8.73 
100. 100. 


Both slow and fast coking gave a pulverulent coke. The ash 


had a pale reddish-brown colour and agglutinated slightly at a 
bright red heat. 


3.—Received through Dr. G. M. Dawson from Charles Horetzky, Esq.,— 


the specimen was labelled “Skeena, Station 37, nine miles above the 
Forks,”—British Columbia, 
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Colour black; lustre for the greater part bright, but contained Coats— 
re okt ‘ P analys fs 
asional dull layers, consisting apparently of carbonaceous shale. - cont. 

It was rather brittle. Does not soil the fingers. Takes fire in a 

lamp flame, burning with a bright somewhat smoky flame and 

evolving an empyreumatic odor: in the closed tube yields water 

and tarry matter. Colour of powder black with a faint brownish 

tinge, the same communicated no colouration to a boiling solution 

of caustic potash. 


By slow and fast coking the following results were obtained : 


Slow coking. Fast coking. 


: PEG ETORGOPIG WAUEE fcr ciatdcs se Meese «cs 1.05 1.05 
Volatile combustible matter............. 15.35 19.09 
FUTEOU AGALOO Ie see oe wth = A le mivie eerste vote 42.70 38.96 
Renee ee ale ec cies Ca opie oats es )s emis 40.90 40.90 
100. 100. 


Ratio of volatile combustible matter 
to fixed carbon ..........: abetrerereos 1 : 2.78 1: 2.04 
By slow coking the under portion of the powder alone was sin- 
tered, the middle and upper portions remaining pulverulent. Fast 
P coking gave a firm coke. Ash pale cream-colour, 
y 
 4.—Received through Dr. G. M. Dawson from Charles Horetzky, Esq.,— 
’ the specimen was labelled “Skeena, Station 65, twenty miles above 
* the Forks,”—British Columbia. 

Made up of alternate dull layers of what appeared to be carbona- 
ceous shale and a bright black coal, occasionally these latter exhi- 
bited a conchoidal fracture, but the greater number showed a very 
distinct columnar structure at right angles to the plane of bedding. 
It does not soil the fingers. In the closed tube yields water but 
scarcely any tarry matter, evolves however a faint empyreumatic 
odour. Colour of the powder black, the same communicated no 
colour to a boiling solution of caustic potash. 

Analysis by slow and fast coking gave the following results: 

Slow coking. Fast coking. 


- 
,' Hygroscopic water....-.-+--+ ++ Piast aces 1.52 1.52 
Volatile combustible matter,....--.-+++ epee Hs} 7.20 
Fixed carbon......---22e-e+ ecesee ere’ 45.61 46.04 
PN CTIME TSEC ote os ostream ite oe ee) wie betes, © 45.24 : 45.24 
ae 
‘i 100. 100. 
ts. Ratio of volatile combustible matter 
bey to fixed carbon.......-++ bree ae sie oe 136.39 
4 > 
a Both slow and fast coking gave a pulverulent coke, Colour of 
fj the ash almost white. 
if 2 
— 
q 
* 
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Coals— 5.—This specimen of coal was received through Dr. G. M. Dawson 
See Uae from Mr. Hankin, of Skeena Forks, who stated that the locality 


of its occurrence was about eighteen miles up the Watsonquah 
River, British Columbia. ‘The sample was a very small one. » 

Very compact, homogeneous, hard, brittle. Does not soil the 
fingers Colour black, but not pure black, having a just percep- 
tible brownish tinge. Lustre dull resinous. Fracture conchoidal. 
Takes fire in a lamp flame, burning with a bright flame (which, 
however, soon dies out on removal from the source of heat), emis- 
sion of smoke and a slight empyreumatic odour. Heated in a 
covered crucible it produces a very large amount of flame. In the 
closed tube yields a considerable quantity of tarry product. Its 
powder did not impart the slightest colouration to a boiling solution 
of caustic potassa. 


An analysis, by fast coking, gave the following results : 


Volatilegnatter: . 03 secrets sipie © o cisusleiatione shectele «terete mis 40.52 

Pixed Carbone occicctstic ta ors cele moenleaieeerieieate lentes 57.51 

ABs sc ctaarete es ersliercole EE RC Cc TER NOS | Oe 1.97 
100. 


A determination of the water gave 0.85 per cent., as however, 
owing to lack of material, no control was made, the amount of 
this constituent is included in the number indicating volatile mat- 
ter. Rapid heating gave a firm coke. The ash, which was some- 
what bulky, had a light reddish-brown colour and aggtutinated 
slightly at a bright red heat. 


This is an excellent coal and closely resembles a coal of the true 
Coal measures. Its geological position, according to Dr. G. M. 
Dawson, is Mesozoic, most probably Cretaceous. 


IRON ORES. 


Nos. 5 and 6 were analysed by Mr. Frank D. Adams. 


Tron ores 1.—A magnetic iron ore, from Harriet Harbour, Skincuttle Inlet, 
Be VECR OD Queen Charlotte Islands, British Columbia. 


Dr. G. M. Dawson, from whom the specimen was received, 
informs me that this ore there constitutes a very considerable 
deposit. There were two samples, here designated as A. and B. 
both from the same locality: A. may be said to represent a pretty 
fair average of a large bulk of the ore, B. on the other hand must 
be regarded as a picked specimen. | 
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Massive, with a structure varying from coarse crystalline to 
fine erystalline-granular in A.—to fine crystalline-granular, almost 
compact, in B. The gangue in these specimens consisted almost 
entirely of quartz and calcite; sample A. containing in addition 
here and there a little iron-pyrites. , 


These specimens were found to contain— 


A. 
DGtRUIG IOlerMes cess c sice tv ss, cise sey sss 58-06 per cent. 
RHROLUULG TURELED tae <i olau~ ciewre eves kc aece 8-48 te 
B. 
' IMPGGALDIGUITGH © sic sc fos < Sia Biara PeRSBIEV = WE Na's Sue 69-88 per cent. 
BES OULUL Ae TUNEL Gries ain nisin ccf eis wcie cls ase 6 oe 1-81 e 


2.—A magnetic iron ore, from about ten miles up Oukaosipi or Pickerel 
River, west of Michipicoten, Ontario. 

Received from Dr. R. Bell. 

Massive, structure fine-granular. Colour dark steel-grey. Streak 
black. Lustre metallic, glistening. Fracture uneven. Readily 
attracted by the magnet. It contained : 


- Metallic Tron. 0. ce se seems cise so sacs . 63°81 per cent. 
Insoluble matter............-.-. ee stance 10:32 9“ 


3.—A magnetic iron ore, from Iron or Magnetite Island, at the Narrows 
of Knee Lake, District of Keewatin. 
The specimen was received from Dr. R. Bell, who states that the 
deposit is an extensive one. . 
af Massive, structure very fine-granular, almost compact. Lami- 
nated. Colour bluish-grey. Lustre dull. On examination was 
found to contain: 
Metallic iron.......--seser--2e LEO OUG ORES 45:86 per cent. 


This specimen was perfectly free from titanic acid. 


_ 4.—A specimen of bog-iron ore, from lot sixteen or seventeen of the 
ninth range of Thurlow, Hastings County, Ontario,—sent by Mr. 
; J. Stewart for examination, contained : 

Miehallic WOT sicioecicle wai e + #p v0 ain ole 49 42 2/0 


No other constituents were determined. 


48°52 per cent. 


 5.—A fine crystalline-granular magnetite, from the fifth lot of the 
sixth range of the township of Lutterworth, County of Halliburton, 
Ontario. It contained : 


Metallic von... os --2+ss-0 8 AE er SANE 
ANSOLUPIS MALCEL ae cree ee veces teers tee 


49-26 per cent. 
76-65 


Tron ores— 
analyses of, 
cont. 
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Iron ores— This specimen was examined for titanic acid, and found not to 
ere ae contain any. 


6.—From the sixteenth lot of the seventh range of the township of 
Lutterworth, County of Halliburton, Ontario. 


A somewhat fine crystalline-granular magnetite. 


The gangue in this specimen consisted mainly of calcite and a 
yellowish-brown mica. It was found to contain: 
Metallic iron.......... eos DE Rijs aisl= catewn ence 46:50 per cent. 
Insoluble matter. ..... 060 weed eee sss cocere 20°16 i 


No titanic could be detected in this specimen. 


COPPER ORES. 


\ 
Copper ores— 1.—From Spar Island, Lake Superior. 
analyses of, F f r ‘ ; , 
This specimen will be found fuliy described under Gold and Silver 


Assays, No. 9. It contained : 
COPPER Facies cs «lc 5a eicta eine oie atten eee 38-24 per cent. 


2.—From lot A, north side of Echo Lake, District of Algoma. 


The specimen was received from G. F. Austin, Esq., and was 
taken from a vein twenty-six feet wide. It consisted of copper- 
pyrites in a gangue of white subtranslucent quartz, and was for 
the greater part coated with a thin film of hydrated peroxide of 
iron, which latter mineral also filled the small cavities and numer- 
ous delicate fissures occurring in the specimen. In this instance 
the associated quartz amounted to forty-four per cent. of the 
sample. It was found to contain: 


COPDGE siete seta styrsiere ele ots stein, olor ein Settee 18-74 per cent. 


3.—From Poole’s Shaft, Skineuttle Inlet, Queen Charlotte Islands, 
British Columbia. 


Collected by Dr. G. M. Dawson. A very fine granular, almost 
compact, bluish-black magnetite, carrying a little copper-pyrites; 
with here and there a slight incrustation of green carbonate of 
copper and an occasional stain of hydrated peroxide of iron. The 
sample examined was found to contain 21-82 per cent. of insoluble 
siliceous matter, and : 

IE Cos DORIA mG cdo MOR OF L-89 per cent 

This ore was assayed for gold and silver by Mr. Frank D, 

Adams, but without detecting a trace of either. 
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MANGANESE ORES. Manganese ore, 


analysis of, 
1.—From Boularderie Island, Cape Breton, Nova Scotia. 

The sample weighed twenty-five pounds, and was in the form of 
porous, friable lumps, varying in colour from dark brown to 
brownish and bluish-black, with occasional patches of reddish- 
brown. 

In order to prepare a fair average sample ‘for analysis, the 
whole was reduced to fine powder and then most thoroughly 
mixed. After drying at 100° C., it was found to contain: 


Peroxide of manganese..... af Raa eee 11-04 per cent. 
HEEGUIOMIMS OLIEOD << bens cass oe este acbate x 12-49 cs 
PERL ETE DUG: INELUGE 2 \olsic cis 4a ns arejeieye (sie o's Sie sivtisc 57-76 us 


It was also found to contain a very small amount of copper— 
possibly scarcely amounting to more than a trace,—a small 
amount of nickel, and also some cobalt, the whole amounting to 
(according to a rough quantitative analysis) about 0-2 to 0°3 per 
cent., and of which the cobalt is the chief constituent. ; 


Pt 
. GOLD AND SILVER ASSAYS. Gold and Silver 
assays. 
Province of 
PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA. Nova Scotia. 


Assays ‘Nos. 1 and 2 were conducted by Mr. Frank D, Adams. 


1.—From the so-called copper mine, Coxheath Hills, Cape Breton. 
Received through Mr. Hugh Fletcher from Mr. J. E. Burchell. 
A fine crystalline mispickel, of a light steel-grey colour. The 
specimen weighed not quite one and three-quarter ounce. It wag 


found to contain: 


GOldeeces okie as ess Distinct traces. 
1-252 ounces to the ton of 2,000 Ibs. 


f 9—From * * * (Exact locality not stated.) 

- Examined for Mr. W. H. Weeks of Dartmouth. 

| . Tt consisted of a somewhat coarse crystalline galena (in parts 
coated with carbonate of lead), associated with calcite. It was 
- found to contain : 


Dandie eels kseans-> 61°54 per cent. 
1-458 ounces to the ton of 2,000 tbs. 


f . (Si aikestaye eee ee aS 
Golde. cresuiees « wees. Mere traces. 


i ’ 
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Gold and Silver PROVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK. 
assays, cont. 
Province of 


Nery a Wine Wick Assays ‘Nos. 4 and 5 were conducted by Mr. Frank D. Adams. 
3.—From Wanamakei, Hammond River, King’s County. 

A somewhat coarse crystalline galenite, associated with a small 
quantity of copper-pyrites, in a gangue of white translucent 
quartz; the latter, in this instance, amounted to seventy-nine per 
cent. by weight of the specimen. It was found to contain : 

SUlvien eteee eee aietete crete meats 3-099.0unces to the ton of 2,000 Ibs. 


4.—From Middle Landing Falls, Nepisiguit River. 
This specimen, which was collected by Mr. R. W. Ells, consisted 
of a white translucent quartz, holding a large proportion of pyrites 
Weight of specimen not quite one and a halfounce. It contained: 


No gold or silver. 


5.—From the northern part of York County, on the eastern side of the 
St. John River. 
Received through Mr. Wallace Broad, from Mr. Edward Jack of 
Fredericton. 
Galena, associated with calcite and a little quartz. It was found 
to contain : 


SUUVG0 tn cavers cies stetee 1-893 ounces to the ton of 2,000 lbs. 


Drownneoe PROVINCE OF QUEBEC. 
Quebec. 


Assays Nos. 7 and 8 were conducted by Mr. Frank D. Adams. 
6.—From Gilbert River, County of Beauce. 


This specimen was sent for examination by Mr. Louis Gendreau. 
It consisted of a white subtranslucent quartz, more or less stained 
with oxide of iron and contained a small quantity of pyrite. 


It contained neither gold nor silver. 


7.—From the seventy-fifth lot of the first range, N. E. Chaudidre, 
County of Beauce, District of St. Francis. 

A white subtranslucent quartz, associated with some greyish- 
black chloritic matter and containing here and there a few specks 
of iron pyrites. The sample weighed close upon four and a half 
pounds; the whole was reduced to fine powder and most thor- 
oughly mixed, in order to ensure a fair average sample for assay. 
It was found tocontain : 


Neither gold nor silver. 
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_ 8.—From the township of Wakefield, Ottawa County. 


Gold and Silver 
c == ASSAYS. 
Received through Mr. H. G. Vennor, from Mr, A. Cates, of Brovinee of 


Péche village. cer 
A white—with occasionally a bluish or greyish tinge—translu 

cent quartz, traversed by small veins of a light green-coloured apa- 

tite, and in parts coated with hydrated peroxide of iron. Native 

gold was readily discernable, it occurred sometimes in the quartz, 

and at other times in the oxide of iron or else at the junction of 

thetwo, The sample weighed very little more than an ounce. It 

was found to contain: 


SLOG Son) atte ka SSS 3 . 11.725 ounces to the ton of 2,000 lbs. 
DOLLY OG eats aie acacia, arate 52.323 “ se S be 


PROVINCE OF ONTARIO. ; 
Province of ~ 


Ontario. 


Assay No. 13 was conducted by Mr. Frank D. Adams. 


9.—From Spar Island, Lake Superior. 
The specimen, a single fragment, weighed twelve ounces. It 
consisted of copper-glance in a gangue of quartz and calcite; the 
. surface was to some extent coated with a thin incrustation of green 
: carbonate of copper, also in parts with a slight deposit, oftentimes 
scarcely amounting to more than a film, of peach-blossom-red 
arseniate of cobalt. This specimen contained a little native silver. 
It contained : 


PO eee oe ben's arco NONE. ; 
ELV Ete tnle.c'sty staistn. e's» 41.329 ounces to the ton of 2,000 tbs. 


The amount of copper in this specimen was also estimated ; 
the results of the determination will be found given under Copper 
Ores, No. 1. 


10.—From Spar Island, Lake Superior. 
y, The specimen, a single fragment, weighed about nine and a 
quarter ounces. It consisted of a coarsely crystalline calcite, asso- 
ciated with a little quartz, and contained a small quantity of 
copper-glance and some native silver. It was found to contain : 


we Gold. 2) 0 ias6. None. 
* Silver......-.-++++s 136.967 ounces to the ton of 2,000 ibs. 


11.—From Spar Island, Lake Superior. 
This specimen, a single fragment, weighed about one and a half 
fo ounce. It consisted of copper-glance in a gangue of coarsely 
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Gold and Silver crystalline calcite, the latter preponderating ; it contained some 
Province of * native silver. Assay gave: 


i ede 22 Golder Sse 


Silver .....esee0.--- 108.733 ounces to the ton of 2,000 Ibs. 


12.—From Spar Island, Lake Superior. 

The specimen, a single fragment, weighed about three and three: 
quarter ounces. It consisted of coarsely crystalline calcite, asso- 
ciated with quartz and holding a very small quantity of copper- 
glance and a little native silver. —It contained : 


Gold. Seatscs streets aes 2 NODG: : 
SILVeLek7 seceieaie teers 6.358 ounces to the ton of 2,000 Ibs. “ 


13.—From lot eleven, township of McIntyre, between the Duncan Mine 
and Current River, Thunder Bay, Lake Superior. 

Received through Dr. R. Bell from J: Dewé, Esq. 

A coarsely crystalline, white, transparent calcite, with a consid- 
erable quantity of blende, a little galena and copper pyrites, some 
dark greenish-black chloritic matter and some quartz. It contained 
only : 

Silver 


District, of DISTRICT OF KEEWATIN. 
Keewatin. 


All the specimens from this district were received from Dr. R. Bell. 
Assays Nos. 14 to 33 inclusive were conducted by Mr. Frank D. Adams. 
14 —From one of a number of veins found about three miles from the 
south-west extremity of Long Island, east coast of Hudson’s Bay. 

White translucent vitreous quartz, with light brownish-pink 
tourmaline and a dark-green massive chloritic mineral; in parts 


slightly stained with oxide of iron. Weight of speimeen, five and 
three-quarter ounces. 


It contained neither gold nor silver. 
15.—From Lake of the Woods, twenty-five miles south-west of Rat 
Portage. 
Presented to Dr. Bell by Inspecting Chief Factor McTavish. 
Massive, fine crystalline iron-pyrites, with a little hydrated 
oxide of iron. Weight of specimen, eleven and a quarter ounces. 


It contained neither gold nor silver. 


16.—Found six miles north of Richmond Gulf. 
Whitish translucent quartz and pyrite, the latter much 
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weathered ; the pyrite constituted over half the bulk of the speci- Gold and Silver 


men. The latter weighed nearly one pound. District of 
. . K Q i ’ 
It contained neither gold nor silver. see wi 


Lf 5 - * 7; 
17.—From an island in Black Whale Harbour, locally better known 
as Teska Harbour. Taken from one of a group of veins. 
Bluish-grey indurated limestone holding iron-pyrites. The 
specimen weighed ten and a quarter ounces. 


It contained neither gold nor silver. 
‘ 


18.—From the location of Mr. W. Harris, Falcon Lake, near Lake of 
the Woods. 

A somewhat rusty granular quartzite with a little molyb- 

denite. Weight of specimen nearly nine ounces. ) 


It contained neither gold nor silver. 


19.—From Fire-steel Rapid, which is twenty-three miles above the 
Long Portage on the Mattagami River. 
Consisted mainly of a fine crystalline pyrite and quartz; much 
stained on the surface by oxide of iron. Weight of specimen not 
oa quite one and a quarter pound. 


It contained neither gold nor silver. 


20.—Taken from a vein found at God’s Lake. 
Subtranslucent quartz tinged with oxide of iron and holding a 
little pyrite. Weight of specimen, thirteen and a half ounces. 


It contained neither gold nor silver. 


21.—Also from a vein found at God’s Lake. 
Greenish and light brownish quartz with a few specks of 
copper-pyrites. Weight of specimen, not quite six ounces. 
It contained neither gold nor silver. 


22,—Taken from a vein found at Island Lake. 
ie Subtranslucent greyish quartz, with a greyish-green chloritic 
mineral. Weight of specimen, four ounces. 

It contained neither gold nor silver. 


~ 93,—Churchill, one mile west of New Fort. Taken from a vein about 
is two feet wide. 
E A whitish and light grey subtranslucent quartz. Weight of 
! specimen, not quite five ounces. 

It contained neither gold nor silver. 
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Gold and Silver 24.—Churchill, half a mile north of the New Fort. From a vein 

District of varying in thickness from one to three feet. 

ell re Faint greyish-white subtranslucent quartz, with some light 
green chloritic mineral and a little specular iron. Weight of 
specimen, seventeen ounces. 


It contained neither gold nor silver. 


25.—From a vein three and a half miles east of the mouth of the 
Churchill River. The vein is about three feet wide and can be 
traced for several hindred yards east and west. 
Reddish and light brownish-grey subtranslucent quartz, with a 
very small quantity of pyrite and specular iron. Weight of speci- 
men, not quite eight ounces. 


Tt contained neither gold nor silver. 


26.—From a vein about five miles due east of the mouth of the 
Churchill River. The vein was stated to be large and some- 
what irregular. 
A subtranslucent greyish quartz with a little specular iron. 
Weight of specimen, not quite six ounces. 


Tt contained neither silver nor gold. 


27.—From, what was stated to be, a good-sized vein on Eagle Nest 
Point, about six miles east of the mouth of the Churchill River. 
' A light grey vitreous quartz. Weight of specimen, rather more 
than three and a half ounces. 


It contained neither gold nor silver. 


28.—From the same locality as the last; stated to have been taken 
from a good-sized vein. 

Subtranslucent greyish quartz, in parts impregnated with 

finely divided specular iron. Weight of specimen, not quite 


seven ounces, 
Tt contained neither gold nor silver. 


29.—From a vein on Battery Point, between one and two miles east 
of the mouth of the Churchill River. 
A greyish and whitish subtranslucent quartz. Weight of speci- 
men, rather more than eight and a half ounces. 


It contained neither gold nor silver. 


30.—Specimen taken from another vein, same locality as the last. 
A greyish opaque quartzite with a little specular iron. Weight 
of specimen, rather over nine ounces. 
It contained neither gold nor silver, 
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Sl.-Fr i Rane ep : a; 
31.—From Inari, not far from Marble Island, west coast of Hudson’s Gold and silver 


Bay. Reported o Esquimaux »j Roe : Ssays 
y ported by the Esquimaux to occur in large quantity. District of 


“ms Pee hag an ae. 3 : Keewatin 
Fine crystalline iron pyrites in a gangue of light bluish-grey cont.” 
magnesian limestone. Weightof specimen, close on eleven ounces. 


It contained neither gold nor silver. 


r he : , ‘ : : p 5 
This specimen was also examined for copper, nickel and cobalt ; 
itdid not contain a trace of either. 


32.—From the northern point of a large island in Lake of the Woods, 
about twelve miles south-east of Rat Portage. Received through 
Dr. R. Bell from J. Dewé, Esq. 

Quartz, penetrated by delicate needles of hornblende, with 
some greenish chloritie matter and a little calcite. It contained 
distinctly visible native gold. Weight of specimen, one and a 
quarter ounce. It was found to contain : 

Gold....ec.--- sesese eee 37.318 ounces to the ton of 2,000 tbs. 
BUVEE ssecvs 5 -+- > -s0- ae er Eee « “ « 


33.—From Lake of the Woods; vicinity of Rat Portage. Received 
: through Dr. R. Bell from J. Dewé, Esq. 
os A somewhat granular, whitish quartzite, rusty on weathered 
| surfaces, carrying a very small quantity of molybdenite, and a 
: little greenish chloritic matter. Assay showed it to contain : 


OLE ae Sense mined ome 3 > a= ETACces, 
RILVEL «Madore edna: wan ao . 0.597 ounces to the ton of 2,000 tbs. 
PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA, Province of 
a British 
Columbia. 


Assays Nos. 37, 38 and 39 were conducted by Mr. Frank D,. Adams. 


34.—Sent for examination by W. Pollard, Exsq., the Secretary of the 
“Enterprise” Gold and Silver Mining Company, Victoria, 
British Columbia. 

A white subtranslucent quartz coated with hydrated peroxide 
of iron; some of the fragments were very much honeycombed, 
others contained numerous angular cavities ; these latter, in either 
case, most probably at one time contained iron-pyrites, and 
which had been removed by weathering ; about one-sixth, by 
weight of the sample of ore, consisted of pulverulent hydrated 
peroxide of iron; it further contained a little iron-pyrites and 
galena, and a few fragments of a dark bluish-grey slaty matter. 


Tt was found to contain: 


z (Coldeentoccsrns ss Lege e 
f Silver wc ce. foe eee 08 he 


20-096 ounces to the ton of 2,000 tbs. 
4:929 “ tb “ “ 
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Gold and Silver 35.—From the Douglas Portage, British Columbia. 


assays. 
Province of 
British 
Columbia, 
eont. 


The sample was taken from a vein occurring at an elevation 
of about two thousand feet above the sea level, and about nine 
miles ina north-easterly direction from.the-hotsprings. The vein, 
which has a width of five and a half feet, is nearly vertical, runs 
due north, and is distinctly traceable on the surface for over one 
mile. 

A milky-white quartz, associated with a greyish-green chloritic 


mineral. 
It contained neither gold nor silver. 


36.—From the Douglas Portage, British Columbia. 

From a vein about five hundred feet to the westward of the one 
from which the preceding sample was taken. It occurs at an 
altitude of about seventeen hundred feet above the sea level, has 
a width of two and a half feet at the surface, and runs due 
north, with a dip of about thirty degrees to the east. The speci- 
men consisted of a white, subtranslucent quartz, in parts stained 
with oxide of iron and containing a small quantity of a greyish- 
green chloritic mineral. 


Tt contained neither gold nor silver. 


37.—This specimen, collected by Dr. G. M. Dawson, was taken from 
the Champion Ledge, near Fort Creek, Omineca. 

A white, subtranslucent quartz, with galena, a little pyrite, 
and a trifling amount of hydrated peroxide of iron—the quartz 
constituting rather more than half the bulk of the specimen; the 
latter weighed ten and a half ounces. It was found to contain : 


38.—From Gnarled Islands, near Dundas Island, northern part of 
British Columbian coast. 


Collected by Dr. G. M. Dawson. 
A light greyish quartz, associated with a light brownish calcite 
and some dark green chloritic matter, with a little copper- 


pyrites and green carbonate of copper. Weight of specimen one 
pound one ounce. It contained: 


BLLVeE see scsers ate Biotin ote ott spac Meier ts Mra a eee oe ahavare ayehetiics Trace. 


39.—From the Arctic Circle Claim, Boulder Creek, Omineca. 
Collected by Dr. G. M. Dawson. 


Galena, associated with a slightly rust-stained, subtranslucent 
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quartz; the former contained numerous cavities, holding hydrated Gold and Silver 

. . . . > 83. . 
peroxide of iron. A portion of the galena, carefully freed from Provinee of 
the associated quartz and oxide of iron, was found to contain : papas 


fs PROVO ie Aik ater ce nreteer ar. « None. al 
SUNG Le apciee OCEEor Eee 128-078 ounces to the ton of 2,000 tbs. 


It was considered desirable to ascertain if the associated 
hydrated peroxide of iron carried any gold. For this purpose, 
such portions of the galena as were most thickly coated with this 
oxide were selected; this material was found to contain, in addi- 
tion to the silver pertaining to the galena, in the sample thus 
prepared : 

RPO paket ales wis os nein vie s/o'viv nina} vie bie cu0's wis's cad Distinct traces. 

And which had evidently accompanied the peroxide of iron; 
the above assay of the pure galena having conclusively proven 
the same to be entirely free from gold. 


) a MISCELLANEOUS EXAMINATIONS. Miscellaneous 


examinations. 


1.—Mineral specimen sent by Mr. Gisborne, in order that it might be 
a examined for copper. The locality of its occurrence was stated 
to be the Big Slide, Fraser River, British Columbia. 

It consisted of a mixture, almost in equal proportions, of pyrite 
and pyrrhotite. It was examined by Mr. Frank D. Adams for 


copper, nickel and cobalt, and found to contain : 
0.097 per cent. 
“e 


v2\% 


Gan pen aw pric ee emilee Hos caminiee rine Se e242 
Cobalt (with a little nickel)......----- AA GAS . 0.060 
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